February 2012

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


A nice couple from our congregation is traveling around the U.S. this winter.  These folks have been fortunate enough to find local churches to worship in on Sunday mornings.  I received a letter this week along with bulletins from recent worship services they attended at the Disciples of Christ church in Lake Ozark, MO and the Church of Christ congregation in McAlester, OK.  The couple remarked at how friendly the people were and how both congregations used big screen projectors for their songs and readings.    

Attending worship on Sunday mornings is a fundamental part of what we do as Christians.  We are called to give thanks and praise to God through song, scripture, sacrament and prayer.  We do so not as individuals, but as a community of believers brought together by a common bond.  Regular worship is a formative activity and a vital understanding of who we are as children of God.  It is so important, in fact, that people will even feel compelled to worship in a different church on those occasions when they find themselves out of town.

Many Christians attend worship on Sundays as part of their regular routine.  I’ve often heard these people say, “My week isn’t the same if I miss church.”  

I remember a time about ten years ago when we had a big snowstorm in the    town where I served as a pastor.  There had to be at least 14 inches of snow on the ground.  The worship services were cancelled that Sunday because the organist couldn’t make it in from where she lived.  We announced the cancellation on the local radio stations but a few people showed up for worship none-the-less.  14 inches of snow couldn’t keep these folks away from coming to church on Sunday morning.

How about you?  How much of a priority is worship in your life? 

If you want to grow stronger in your relationship with God then commit to worshipping on a more regular basis.  Not only will your spiritual life improve, but your relationships with the people of the church will grow as well.  There is also the extra added benefit of regular worship strengthening the fabric of our families.  I believe the saying to be true, “The family that prays together stays together.”


Let’s Play Cards!

Come join us at Church for an afternoon of Double-Deck Euchre on Monday, February 6, at 1:00 p.m.  Wonderful fellowship and lots of fun are a guarantee!  

Polka Sunday

On February 19, at both worship ser-vices, the Bob Klinger Polka Band will be back to fill the Sanctuary with some great hymns.  After the 10:30 service, the Christian Fellowship and Stewardship Committees will host a delicious BBQ ribs dinner.  Enjoy Church, polka music, BBQ ribs, and fellowship … it just doesn’t get any better than that!  Come help us celebrate on February 19!  (Look for more details in upcoming bulletins.)

 the following 
new members into our Church family on Sunday, January 29th:

Dan & Stacey Ambort

son: Vann
115 Cardinal Lane

Sauk City WI 53583

Tammie Huerth

E11745 River Road

Sauk City WI 53583
Church Financial Update

YTD Through December 31, 2011
Actual Expenses  $202,666.94

Actual Income
  $185,222.14

Net Ordinary Income
- $17,444.80
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2012 Cooperative Lenten Worship Calendar
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “Trials of Jesus: Voices of the Prosecution”.  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our Church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m.; except on Ash Wednesday, there will be two services: 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  
Lenten offering supports cooperative VBS, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.  

February 22: Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion/Imposition of Ashes)

St. John’s Lutheran-Prairie du Sac

1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Theme:
“Voice”: Satan
Preacher:
Pastor Eric Hartenberger

February 29
Concordia UMC

Theme: 
“Voice”: Judas

Preacher: 
Pastor Bill Kapp
March 7
First U.C.C.

Theme:  
“Voice”: Annas

Preacher: 
Pastor Kendall Schlittler
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March 14
First Presbyterian

Theme: 
“Voice”: Caiaphas

Preacher: 
Pastor Becky Henke
March 21
Bethlehem UMC/Black Hawk

Theme:  
“Voice”: Peter

Preacher: 
Pastor Jeff Virchow
March 28
Denzer UMC

Theme:  
“Voice”: Herod
Preacher: 
Pastor John Smith
April 1: Palm Sunday

First U.C.C.

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
April 5: Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service

First U.C.C.

7:00 p.m.

April 6: Good Friday

St. John’s Lutheran Church

1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

First U.C.C.

7:00 p.m.



CONSISTORY MINUTES

        First United Church of Christ



      January 19, 2012

Present:  Pastor Bill, Tim Homar, President, Larry Johnson, Tim Herbrand, Debbie Tschudy, Carol Hehenberger, and Rose Kleinert

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Bill

Opening Devotion:  Carol Hehenberger

Secretaries Report:  minutes approved; motion by Tim Herbrand, second Deb Tschudy

Pastors Report: (1) January 29th: new member Sunday.  (2) February 5th: Annual meeting - one service AT 9:00 a.m.; (3)
Mission trip to Mississippi meeting: Sunday, February 12th, at 11:45 a.m.;
(4) Ash Wednesday worship services are on February 22nd at 1:00 and 6:30 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church, other weekly Wednesday night Lenten services begin at 7:30p.m., Pastor Bill will give the sermon on February 29th;  (5) March 7th: First UCC will host our annual Chili-Soup supper and the evening Lenten;  (6) Association Meeting will be held at First UCC on May 5th (sub-committee to be established, meeting date to-be-determined).

Committee Reports:
Sunday School/Church Youth Program:  (1) January 22nd: Sunday school bowling outing; (2) February 6th: Sunday School Staff meeting, youth exchange (Germany) summer of 2013.
Members in Ministry:  (1) Continue visits to nursing homes/shut-ins;  (2) members are needed.

Christian Fellowship:  (1) Pastry, Pantry, and Produce will start up again on February 19th and will continue to be the 3rd Sunday of the month (funds will go toward youth activities); (2) February 19th and March 25th: Coffee Fellowship between services; (3) Women’s Sunday March 25th 

Stewardship:  Bob Klinger polka band scheduled to be at church on February 19th.
Building & Maintenance:  (1) Elevator scheduled for repair; (2) Tim and Rick walked through church and parsonage reviewed items that are necessary for repair/replacement in 2012 (see on-going business).
Bills and Financials:  approved by consistory.

Ongoing Business:  2012 Capital Projects for consideration:  fire door to education building, eaves and drainage issue, window replacement (church and parsonage); stain glass window replacement (1 large, 2 small).  Meet with financial advisor(s) for the endowment fund.

Next Consistory meeting:  Brief meeting February 5th after the Annual Meeting; potluck for consistory members to follow at Carol Hehenberger’s home.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Christian Fellowship 
January 10, 2012 Minutes
from Debbie Tschudy
In attendance – Pastor Bill, Cecy Haines, Dorothy Kundert, Lois Pieper, Sandy Schlender, Debbie Tschudy and Dianna Woerpel

Old Business

December 11 – Christmas concert with Diane Michaels – Mr. & Mrs. Claus/Ken and Marilyn Hanusa – discussed maybe using Diane again sometime for an event at church.

December 13 –  H.E.L.P. toy washing – helped instead of a regular meeting – this has been working well and there were quite a few members helping that night. 

No cookie exchange – maybe next year.
First UCC Building Use Agreement – update from Cecy.  Meeting rooms need to be checked to see if they are clean after an event since there will be a security deposit paid now.  Cecy is contacting the groups using the church meeting rooms and having them sign the agreements.  

Steam Carpet Vacuum cleaner for the church – Cecy spoke to Chris, and he will check at McFarlane’s to see what they have or what they can get.  The committee had approved spending up to $700. 

Undecorated the church of Christmas decorations – this was done January 3. 

New Business

Baby supplies fundraiser – Sandy Schlender – Sandy brought in a bassinet she has and spoke about “The Babies in need” supplies through the Sauk County Human Services 
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Department – for babies going into foster care.  It was decided to have the fundraiser on Women’s Sunday.   Sandy will put together a list of baby supplies needed and have the bassinet out to put the supplies in.  The bassinet and list will be put out the Sunday before so everyone can see what is on this list. 

Pastry, Pantry and Produce – it was decided to start this up again – Debbie will call Patsy and see if she is willing to put the table out again the Sunday before with her creative decorations.  It will be the 3rd Sundays of the month; and to start with, the funds will go to the Youth Group for their activities.  Cindy will make a sign for the table.  

Coffee fellowship:  (1) February 19 will be Lois and Todd Pieper as Chair and (2) March 25 – Cindy will put out a sign-up sheet 

March 7 – Soup Chili supper fundraiser –and First UCC will be host to this Lenten Service 

March 25 – Women’s Sunday – not sure of the theme yet - Pastor Bill is on vacation
Saturday, May 5 – Southwest WI Associa-tion meeting at First UCC – we will be hosting – handling hospitality and luncheon – Rose K. from consistory will be working as Chair and our group should assist – expect about 75 people, serve coffee and rolls and lunch – it runs from about 9-3 p.m.
Any other new business?  (Mother–Child Banquet – may be Thursday, May 3 or 10
Other dates:  (Lenten services – February 29, March 7, 14, 21 and 28.  (March 21 – Pastor Bill on vacation that week.  (April 1 – Palm Sunday.  (April 8 – Easter 
Next Meeting – MONDAY, February 13, at 6:30 p.m. – DATE CHANGE
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



February 2012
This month’s SCOOP is sponsored by Lois Pieper.  Lois wishes to honor the UCC Church members and friends.  Thanks for the gifts each of you bring to our family.  With Love!
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(Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
5
(9:00 a.m. Worship Service (child care available)

(Coffee (before Annual Meeting)

(Annual Meeting (child care available)

(No Sunday School and Confirmation Classes
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(Euchre/Double Euchre Card Party ~ 1:00 p.m.


(Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
13
( Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
14
( “Happy Valentine’s Day”
16
(Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
19
(Polka Sunday; followed by a BBQ rib dinner after the 10:30 worship service

( “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table

(Sunday School Choir sings @ 10:30 a.m.

(Coffee Fellowship between worship services
22
(Ash Wednesday: worship services at St. John’s Lutheran Church at 1:00 p.m.


    and 6:30 p.m.

29
(Lenten Service: at Concordia UMC at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740 & FM99.7) & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older; Confirmation: 9:10-10:15 a.m.
          Memorials Report
                                      
       Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in December
in loving memory of:

Russell Lawton
Richard LeMoine

Hugh Nelson


[image: image2]
We thank the sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broad-casts in January:

Lorene Sprecher, In loving memory of
     Ervin Sprecher and Herman & Kate 
     Fuchs
     Sprecher.
John and Pat Shelby, In honor and
     celebration of their 47th Wedding 
     Anniversary.
VaLera Accola and Alton & Patrice,

     In loving memory of Roy Accola.
Harland and Lorraine Hartmann, 
     In loving memory of their parents.
Sally Drew and Sarah Smith
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February!
Please let the Church office know if we missed yours.
February Ushers
            8:00                                                                                 10:30


Donna Seitz                                                                  David & Shirley Lendved

Steve & Brenda Ott                                                      Terry Steuber
The 2012 usher and communion server schedules    
will be mailed soon.

Pastor Bill Kapp                Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                 Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by 






          appointment


                                       Office phone:   643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                          E-mail:             bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                     Hours:              Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary             Office phone:    643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
 “Of all the things you wear, 

your expression is the most important.”
Sunday School News
from Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  Thirty-three people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 5, due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9 a.m. service and 10 a.m. meeting, there will be a nursery available and a movie for school age students.

[image: image3.wmf]
A new schedule of candlelighters was sent home with the February letter on January 29.  Please call me at 643-6327 if your child would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets have been assigned to the third Sunday of the month.
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The Sunday School Choir sounded great on January 15.  We will be singing again on Sunday, February 19, at the 10:30 service.  Kindergarten and First Grade will do something special before the choir sings.

Our Fun, Float, & Fellowship is on Saturday, 17, from 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  Watch for future details!

March will be Church camp month.  We will start our donation fund for summer campers.
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a parochial elementary school for lunch. At the head of the table was a large pile of apples.  The nun made a note, and posted on the apple tray: 'Take only ONE. God is watching.'  Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies.  A child had written a note, 'Take all you want.  God is watching the apples.'


FROM THE HERT

From Ken & Robin Meier

We would like to thank everyone at First U.C.C. for your thoughts and prayers, words of sympathy, and your cards and visits after Robin’s mother passed away.  It is always difficult to lose a loved one during the holidays, but the support of our friends, our church, and our community helped us through this difficult time.  A special thanks to Pastor Bill for a wonderful message.  Mom was not in the Sauk Prairie area for very long, but she enjoyed the services at First U.C.C. and the people she met through the church.

From Larry Gander
Thanks to Pastor Bill for prayers, visits, and communion during my back surgery.  Also, thanks to all my friends at First U.C.C. for food, calls, visits, and cards.  You are the greatest!  God’s Blessings!

From Dianna Woerpel

As Valentine’s Day approaches, my heart felt thank you to Pastor Bill, members of our church and community, my family, and an answer to many prayers.  It’s been one year since I began the journey with breast cancer; and I’m happy to say, I’m now working on being a survivor.  Bless all of you for your caring and on-going support.
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A Special Valentine For You
John 3:16

“For God so LoVed the world,
              That he gAve
                      His onLy
                      BegottEn
                            SoN
                       That whosoever
                 Believeth In Him
                    Should Not perish,

                 But have Everlasting life.”

[image: image4]


Pastor Bill, Rose Kleinert, Gary & Sandy Schlender, Terry & Cindy Steuber, Theresa Grimes, Dianne Woerpel, and Kati Huerth for helping at the Food Pantry on Saturday, January 21st
Thank you to Rita Larsen and Rose Kleinert for bringing treats and helping with coffee fellowship on Sunday, January 22.

February’s

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”
February’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table will be on Sunday, February 19th.  The proceeds will go for Youth Group activities.  
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ANNUAL MEETING


February 5, 2012,


approx. 10:15 a.m.,


following 9:00 a.m.


Worship Service





BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








