January 2012

First United Church of Christ
Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

Imagine yourself in the largest building you have ever visited.  If you are a sports fan, it may be one of the large covered domed stadiums.  Further imagine that all of the lights are turned off in this building.  The place is completely dark.

Now watch as a single match is struck and burns in the middle of that huge space.  If the match is held high, its light can be seen from any seat in the stadium.

The people of the exile were looking for a light.  In spite of the promises that had been made about the restoration of Israel upon their return from exile, the vision did not turn out the way they had hoped.  It probably wasn’t as bad as the wilderness wanderings of Moses’ time, and it certainly had to be better than slavery under the Egyptians or Assyrians or Babylonians.  But it surely was no land flowing with milk and honey.  It was a land with too many disappointments.

Behold!  The prophet Isaiah tells the people that their light has come.  Darkness has covered the earth and thick darkness has overshadowed the people.  But into that darker world, the light of the Lord comes.  And, in Isaiah, it comes not just to God’s chosen people of Israel, it comes to the whole world. 

Epiphany is that time of the church year that celebrates the coming of the Magi as the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles.  On this day the Christian church the world over comes to the light of Israel.  On this day the Christian church sings praise to the dawn of light that dispels our darkness.  Our darkness is manifest in a world afflicted with war, hate greed, and a host of other ills.  It is as if we are in a domed stadium with darkness all around.  

But a single match is struck—in Bethlehem, perhaps—and the world responds in the love and mercy of the light.  The kindness displayed in these gestures gives light to those in need.

There are times when we all spend a little time in darkness.  It is true.  But the light has come.  Celebrate that light this Epiphany and always.
With the Greatest of Hope, Pastor Bill

but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary 

2012 Annual Report
Copies of the 2012 Annual Report will be available in the back of Church beginning Sunday, January 22nd.  If you would like a copy of the report mailed to you, please call the Church office.

Church Financial Update

YTD Through November 2011

Actual Expenses  $192,551.75
Actual Income
  $155,068.79

Net Ordinary Income
  - $37,482.96
Euchre Card Party
The first Euchre Card Party of 2012 will be Monday, January 2nd, at 1:00 p.m.  Come and join in the fun!  
Undecorating Party
All are invited to help with an “undecorating” party at church on Saturday, January 7th, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
Our Turn At The Food Pantry

The Sauk Prairie area churches and service organizations take turns helping at the Food Pantry.  On Saturday, January 21, we need eight volunteers to help with distribution.  Volunteers need to arrive at 9:00 a.m. and will be finished about 11:15 a.m.  Volunteers should be at least 12 years old.  Volunteers help with setup; assist patrons as they “shop” for items; help with loading and carryout; and do a little restocking of shelves.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church. 

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 22, we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange.  Pastor Bill will be at Concordia United Methodist Church in Prairie du Sac at their 10:30 worship service, and Pastor John Smith, from First Presbyterian Church in Prairie du Sac, will be here at First U.C.C.




CONSISTORY MEETING
                    First United Church of Christ

         December 15, 2011

                                         6:30 p.m.

      MINUTES

Present:
Pastor Bill, Tim Homar, President, Larry Johnson, Amanda McFarlane, Tim Herbrand, Debbie Tschudy, Carol Hehenberger, Lyle Kuhnau and Rose Kleinert

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Bill

Opening Devotion:  Given by Debbie
Secretaries Report:   Minutes approved.
Pastor’s Report:  (1) Youth Retreat January 6th, 7th, and 8th ; (2) January 22nd pulpit exchange -Pastor Bill will be at Concordia (10:30 service) and Pastor John Smith from First Presbyterian will be at First UCC (both services); (3) Association meeting will be held at First UCC on May 5th.
Committee Reports:
Sunday School/Church Youth Program:  (1) Sunday School to resume on January 8th; (2) Sunday School bowling the end of January.
Members in Ministry:  (1) Continue visits to nursing homes/shut-ins.
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Christian Fellowship:  (1) January 7th -take down Christmas decorations in the church.
Finance:  (1) December 13th meeting discussed preliminary budget/ endowment fund.
Stewardship:  (1) Bob Klinger polka band scheduled to be at church in February. 
Building and Maintenance:  (1) Elevator scheduled for repair; (2) Outside maintenance on the parsonage.

Bills and Financials:  Approved by consistory.

Ongoing Business:  (1) Discussion and approval to lease Canon copier from Gordon Flesch with service contract for church office.

New Business:  (1) Discussion of preliminary preparations for the annual meeting, consistory nominations, and potential 2012 church projects and capital improvements.

Next Consistory meeting:

January 19th at 6:30 p.m.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

A Couple Reminders
( Saturday, January 7, is the date we un-decorate the church – beginning at 9:00 a.m.   

( There will be no “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table in January.  

Music At First Church

from Dennis Kahn, Music Director

Happy New Year to all!  Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas have come gone.  In addition to all the music for Christmas and Advent, some members of First Choir participated in the ecumenical choir for the Thanksgiving Eve service.   We had a wonderful turnout for the Music Festival, and music played an important part of our celebration of Christmas.  However, we must remember that Christmas signifies a start and much more celebrating is to come!  With that in mind, please consider getting involved in music at First Church as we continue to celebrate Christmas, approach Lent and look towards the Easter season.

This year, we again have experienced challenges with having enough voices for the Men of A Chord.  Actually, we didn’t have enough participating to participate in the Music Festival.  We hope to regroup after the holidays and recommit to keeping the Men of A Chord going.  Any and all are welcome to come to the first rehearsal on Wednesday, January 4th.  

None-the-less, special thanks do go out to all those who contributed music to our worship in December.  

If you remember, in February of 2010, we had some problems with our organ.  The repairs and preventative measures taken then have helped our instrument remain sound and in good working order.  Because of the preventative measures, we were able to forego a scheduled service call in December of 2010.  Only recently, we did have a tuning and touch up performed.  The technician indicated that our instrument is in fine working order and should only require periodic maintenance for years to come.  We have a wonderful instrument, and I am so pleased that we can continue to enjoy it to its fullest.

Thanks to all who support our music ministry and contribute their talents throughout the year!  As you consider resolutions for the New Year, perhaps one could be “bringing your voice” to the Men of A Chord and/or First Choir.  Please call me at 370 6000 if you would like to discuss joining one or both groups!

Men of A Chord: Wednesday @ 6:15 p.m.

First Choir: Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.

 “In the great orchestra we call life,

you have an instrument and a song.”

Max Lucado, The Applause of Heaven
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**Members-In-Ministry**

Do you have 1 to 2 hours a month available for visits to home shut-ins and nursing home residents of our “Church family?”  We would welcome any new team members.  If interested, please contact Pastor Bill at the Church office or Donna Kaufman at 643-8401.

Membership

Donna Kaufman, Chair, 643-8401

Liz Bongard, 643-6391

Emily Fuchs, 643-8085
Larry & Nettie Gander, 643-3625
Rod & Carol Hehenberger, 643-4946

Evelyn Koenig, 643-0242

Verda McFarlane, 643-3046

Donna Seitz, 643-6341

Sharal Steuber, 643-3943
Milestones:

Donna Kaufman, 25 visits

as of May 2011

Rod & Carol Hehenberger, 25 visits

as of January 2011

Sharal Steuber, 175 visits

as of August 2011

Evelyn Koenig, 25 visits

as of May 2011

Congratulations 

and Thank You!
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FROM THE HERT

From John & Ardis Trueb
A great big thank-you to Pastor Bill and the congregation for the get-well wishes.  Your thoughts and payers have helped us in our recovery as we are both out and about, again.  Thank you so much for remembering us! 
From The Family of Richard LeMoine
We would like to thank everyone at First Church and especially Pastor Bill for prayers, cards, phone calls and visits before and after Rich's funeral.  Special thanks to Carol Hehenberger and Donna Kaufman for helping with the luncheon after the service.  Thank you, also, to Dennis Kahn and Jamie Wittwer.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness during this difficult time will never be forgotten.
From Linda LeMoine
I would like to thank my family and many church friends who remembered me with prayers, phone calls, cards and visits while I was in the UW Hospital and since my return home.  Thank you, Pastor Bill, for your phone calls, visits and prayers after the accident, during my hospitalization, and since my return home.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness is very comforting to me and my family.  It shall never be forgotten.
Thank you, also, to Carol Hehenberger, Donna Kaufman, and Liz Bongard for their many phone calls and visits.  Your concern and support is very much appreciated.  
Community Thanksgiving Dinner Committee:

Thank you to everyone who made pies or helped in any way with the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  We had a record number of deliveries and take-out dinners this year, which exceeded 300; and we fed over 250 people at the high school.  Without the kind generosity of all the volunteers, this event would not happen.

From Ella Chitek and Family:

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers.
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Thank you Rose Kleinert, Em Fuchs and Fritz Wyttenbach for taking care of the Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, December 11.  Great goodies! and the church still smelled like bacon for our Christmas concert that afternoon.

Thank you to everyone who was so willing to sign up and bring in treats for our Christmas concert on December 11.  We had quite a selection of goodies!

Thank you to Cindy Baker, Jamie Wittwer, Cecy Haines, Donna Kaufmann, and Dianna Woerpel for all your help with the Christmas concert - it was really appreciated.  We couldn’t have managed without you. 

Diane Michaels put on a terrific concert.  If anyone would like to send in feedback to Diane, her email address is: dianemichaels@dianemichaels.net        7
Christmas 2011 Poinsettia Dedications

Tammie Huerth,

Who shares her “gifts” of song & creativity & generosity with First U.C.C.

Russell & Sherry Pieper,

In loving memory of 

Herman & Laura Pieper

Renee and Scott Byers,

In loving memory of 

Walter & Dorothy Wendt & Lynn Wendt

Larry, Nettie, Rhonda, 

Gayle, & Andie Gander,

In loving memory of Larry Dean Gander

Harland & Lorraine Hartmann,

In loving memory of their parents

Linda LeMoine and Family,

In loving memory of 

Richard LeMoine and Verlyn Boettcher

Pete and Cecy Haines,

In loving memory of 

Christian & Josephine Von Behren;

Ivan & Angeline Koepp; 

Alan Von Behren, Sr.;

Susan Haines Lewis; and Randy Brickl

Verna Wenzel,

In loving memory of William Wenzel

Fritz & Ginny Wyttenbach,
In loving memory of 

Franz & Kassie Wyttenbach

The Bongard Family,

In loving memory of Vic Bongard

Cindy and Haley Baker,

In loving memory of Margaret Wittwer
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JANUARY 2012  


1
(“Happy 2012”
2
(Double-Deck Euchre Card Party: 1:00 p.m.
4
(Men of A Chord resume rehearsals: 6:15 p.m.


(First Choir resumes rehearsals: 7:00 p.m.
5
(Stewardship Committee: 6:30 p.m.
6-8
(Youth Retreat in WI Dells
7
(Undecorate the church: beginning at 9:00 a.m.
10
(Christian Fellowship Committee: 6:30 p.m.

15
(Sunday School Choir sings: 10:30 worship service
19
(Consistory: 6:30 p.m.
21
(First U.C.C. helping at the Food Pantry: 9:00-11:15 a.m.
22
  ( “Pulpit Exchange” Sunday: Pastor John Smith will be leading us in 
       worship; Pastor Bill will be at Concordia U.M.C. for their 10:30
       worship service
   (Coffee Fellowship between worship services
   (Sunday School Bowling at Riviera Bowl: 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship:   
  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ 740AM and 99.7FM) and
10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Confirmation:

  9:00-10:20 a.m.
Sunday School

  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
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Memorials Report

Radio Ministry
Memorials were received in November in loving memory of:

Richard LeMoine
We thank the December sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:


Randy, Dale, & Brian Kuhnau and their sister,

     Angie Mack, in honor of their parents’,


     Lyle & Dorothy Kuhnau, 50th Wedding

              Anniversary on December 28th.


Renee and Scott Byers,
     In loving memory of their parents and

     grandparents, Walter & Dorothy Wendt.


Shirley Moely and Steve & Marcy Thurwachter,

     In loving memory of their husband and

     father, Merton Moely, whose birthday was


     December 28.

VaLera Accola and Alton & Patrice,
 
     In loving memory of their husband and


     father, Roy Accola.

January Anniversaries In Our Church Family 
Terry and Cindy Steuber, 30 years on January 2

Ron and Yvonne Richmond, 40 years on January 8

Duane and Dianna Woerpel, 52 years on January 9

Thomas and Marilyn O’Donnell, 50 years on January 27

Ushers
8:00              January         10:30                        8:00           February         10:30

Walt Dickerson

Donna Kaufman

Donna Seitz

Terry Steuber




Bill Steckelberg




Jamie Wittwer
Attention Ushers, Communion Servers, and New Members   
If you want to be added or deleted from the 2012 schedules,
please contact the Church office by January 9th.  Thank you!

Pastor Bill Kapp

 Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon;
              Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment



                    Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249



                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                   Hours:            Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary          Office phone:  643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
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Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

Classes will resume on January 8th at 9:10 a.m.  We will celebrate January birthdays.


Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows that we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 4th, 5th, & 6th grade students who helped paint them.  They looked wonderful!

We had a total of 58 carolers on December 4th!  Thanks to all the students, parents, and staff who helped brighten the holidays for those at Maplewood Village and The Pines.


Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table!  We appreciate the wonderful donations!
· The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the staff, parents, and Pastor Bill for helping make the program a reality.

The Sunday School choir will sing on January 15th at the 10:30 service.
3

We are planning a bowling party on Sunday, January 22nd, from 1:00-2:30 p.m., at the Riviera Bowl.  The price is $2.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


Looking ahead: there will be no Sunday School on February 5th, due to the Annual Meeting.
Salvation Army

Christmas Kettles

The Salvation Army helps the less fortunate in so many ways: with fuel and electric bills, with health care supple-ments, with food and shelter, and with disaster relief.  Our thanks to everyone from First UCC and the Sauk-Prairie community who helped in this year’s kettle drive.  $4,781.00 has been collected and turned in so far.  Congratulations and thank you!
A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, 
and a great big THANK YOU to:

Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was, again, a great success!  The toys and teen items were made available to approximately 50 families.  Many thanks for all the wonderful donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As always, the monetary donations were appreciated and were used to buy batteries and items for teens.  My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired items, or helped during the distribution:

Sharal Steuber



Carol & Rod Hehenberger
Ben & Jacob Kapp
Amanda McFarlane


Shirley Mitchell


Pastor Bill

Dianna Woerpel



Donna & Mickey Cruse
Millie Larsen

Shirlee Lendved



Laura Breunig and

Kathy & Larry Johnson

Debbie Tschudy



     Jacob McCaulley

Colby Powers
Sandy Schlender



Shirley Moely


Cindy & Haley Baker

Marlene Larsen



Rita Larsen



Patsy Herring

Anne Busch-Uphoff


Haden Haas
Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for our Sauk Prairie children!

Margaret McFarlane,
H.E.L.P. Coordinator

Those who helped make it Christmas at First U.C.C.
Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, and First Choir; all guest musicians and vocalists; all who helped with decorating the Church; Margaret McFarlane for planning and directing the Sunday School program and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P. project; our Sunday School teachers and assistants; ushers and communion servers; Advent candle lighters; our snow shoveling “elves”, and last but not least, Chris, our custodian.  Your time, talents, and efforts during this season are GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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Monday: Wash Day

Lord, help me wash away all my selfishness and vanity so I may serve you with perfect humility through the week ahead.

Tuesday: Ironing Day

Dear Lord, help me iron out all the wrinkles of prejudice I have collected through the years so that I may see the beauty in others.
Wednesday: Mending Day

O God, help me mend my ways so I will not set a bad example for others.

Thursday: Cleaning Day

Lord Jesus, help me to dust out all the many faults I have been hiding in the secret corners of my heart.
Friday: Shopping Day

O God, give me the grace to shop wisely so I may purchase eternal happiness for myself and all others in need of love.

Saturday: Cooking Day

Help me, my Savior, to brew a big kettle of brotherly love and serve it with clean, sweet bread of human kindness.

Sunday: The Lord’s Day

O God, I have prepared my house for you.  Please help me so I may spend the day and the rest of my life in your presence.
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Annual Meeting Preview





As stipulated by our Constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February -- this year the 5th -- for an Annual Meeting.  Business to be conducted includes a review of 2011, plans for our future, adoption of the 2012 budget, and election of Finance Committee and Consistory members.  The February 5th meeting will begin immediately following our 9 a.m. worship service.  Our 8 a.m. WRPQ-740AM and 99.7FM radio broadcasts will be pre-recorded.











