December 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC:
The season of Advent is upon us.  Advent marks the beginning of a new church year and a time when we prepare our hearts and homes for the coming of the Messiah, the Christ child, the King of Kings, the baby Jesus.  

I feel it is important that every member of our congregation has the opportunity to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion (if you wish) during this meaningful time of the church year.  I will be making phone calls soon to schedule home communion visits with members of the congregation who are not able to get to church as much as they wish.  If you’ve not heard from me by December 15th, and wish to receive communion at home, please call 370-2249 to schedule a pastoral visit.      

I always look forward to making home visits on behalf of the church.  It is a nice opportunity to catch up with people and to maintain the relationships that have been built through the years.  There are many faithful, long-time members of our congregation who have given much to the ministry of First UCC.  I want to make sure that our shut-in members are remembered and visited during this Advent season.          

On a related note, one of my goals upon arrival in Sauk City was to make a home visit to every member and family of the church within my first few years as pastor.  I am still working to achieve this goal.  I would appreciate a chance to visit with you over coffee or lunch and to talk about issues/joys/concerns related to your family, your life, the church, etc.

Relationship building is an important part of my ministry.  I believe the ministry of First United Church of Christ will benefit as our connections grow stronger.  One of my goals for 2010 will be an emphasis on visitation and relationship building with the members and families of this congregation.  My hope is that there will be opportunities in the near future for us to get better acquainted.      

Ultimately, the relationship that I am most concerned about as your pastor is the relationship you have with God. I pray this relationship continues to grow each and every day.

May God bless you during the season of Advent and at Christmas.

Blessings, Pastor Bill

Margaret & Jamie Wittwer want to share this beautiful poem with all of you, in loving memory of their beloved husband and father, Clifford; and to each of you, in memory of the loved one(s) you are thinking about this holiday season.

 “I’m Spending Christmas With Jesus Christ This Year”

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,

With tiny lights, like heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow.

The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear;

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,
But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.

For I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring;

For it is beyond description to hear as angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I can’t tell you of the splendor or the peace here in this place.

Can you just imagine Christmas? With our Savior, face to face?

I’ll ask Him to light your spirit as I tell Him of your love,

So then pray one for another as you lift your eyes above.

So please let your hearts be joyful and let your spirit sing;

For I’m spending Christmas in heaven,

And I’m walking with the King!

Author Unknown

Christmas Poinsettias

We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and greenery in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations will be acknowledged in the January SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.
Christian Fellowship Committee Invites You To A Holiday Concert
Come join us for a joyful afternoon of music with “After6”on Sunday, December 6, from 2:00-3:00 p.m.  The concert will include a mix of traditional holiday favorites and some new pieces sure to become favorites in your family.  All are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship with the members of “After6”following the concert.  Members from the Sauk Prairie area include keyboardist/vocalist/arranger Kristeen Litscher and vocalists Melani Wheeler and Karen Meng.  From the Baraboo area are guitarist/vocalist Clint Clingerman, percussionist Trish Vandre Clingerman, violinist/vocalist Michelle 
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Bushweiler, and sound tech Lee Bushweiler.  “After6”released their first CD, “A Christmas to Remember”, in 2003 and a worship and praise CD, “Set Another Place at the Table”, followed this summer.  We hope you can join us!

 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday:  December 13
As you begin to shop, decorate, and bake for the holidays, let’s remember to set aside a dozen (or two) of your favorite cookies, bars, or candy for our “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on December 13.  $57.50 was collected from our November table.
Let’s “wrap” our table with our edible “gifts” to share with each other and make this our “merriest” table yet!  
Christmas shines …..

in the prayers of a child,

the love of a friend,

the faith of a heart

that believes in miracles.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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This month’s SCOOP is sponsored








by Renee and Scott Byers in loving








memory of their beloved parents and








grandparents, Roger & Dorothy Wendt
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1
(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
2
(Youth Fellowship at Church ~ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

3
(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
6
(Caroling during Sunday School hour

(“After6” Christmas Concert ~ 2:00-3:00 p.m.; Refreshments and fellowship to

      follow
7
( Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
8
(Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.: Toy Washing for H.E.L.P.
10
(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon


(Fibromyalgia Support Group ~ 6:30-7:30 p.m.

12
(Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.

13
(Christmas Music Festival

(Coffee Fellowship between Worship Services


(“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

14
(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon

15
(Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

16
(Youth Fellowship Christmas Party at Hasheider’s Residence ~ 5:00-8:00 p.m.

17
(Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 6:30-8:30 p.m.

18
(H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
19
(H.E.L.P. Toy Distribution ~ 8:00-9:30 a.m.


(Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.

20
(Sunday School Christmas Program ~ 10:30 worship service

24
(Candlelight Christmas Eve Service ~ 7:00 p.m.
October Memorials
Memorials were received in October in loving memory of:
Sally Beerkircher
Radio Broadcasts
We thank the November sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
Harland and Lorraine Hartmann, in honor and 
 and celebration of their 55th Wedding 
 Anniversary;

Cliff and Jan Lawton, in loving memory of 


   Jan’s son, Jason Barry;


Jim & Joni Schwenn and The Rick Peters’


   Family, in loving memory of Darlene 


   Schwenn;


VaLera Accola and Alton and Patrice Accola,


   in loving memory of Roy Accola;

Bob and Lorene Cushing, in loving memory of

   Myrt Wilhelm Cushing

December Anniversaries In Our Church Family 
Bev and Herb Feierabend, 56 years on December 19
Ushers
8:00              December         10:30                         8:00        January      10:30



Jan & Keith


Rita & Ed Larsen

Walt Dickerson

Donna Kaufman
   Gretenhart

Todd Pieper

Harley & Rosemary
Bill Steckelberg

Gloria Ramsey





   Lichtenwalner

Jamie Wittwer

Tina Wilkinson
Pastor Bill Kapp       Office Hours: 
Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon;
Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone:        643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249
                                    E-mail:                  bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                         Hours:                   Monday through Friday:  8:00 a.m.–Noon
                                   Phone Number:     643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
                                   The church answering machine is always on to receive your 
                                    messages.
Sunday Worship:  
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ 740AM and **99.7FM**)

and 10:30 a.m.
Confirmation:               9:00-10:20 a.m.
Sunday School:    
9:10-10:10 a.m.   Ages 3 years and older
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Sunday School News

by Margaret McFarlane

[image: image1]Thanks to all who sang on November 15

[image: image2]We raised $125 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project!

[image: image3]Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.

[image: image4]We will be Christmas caroling at Maplewood Village and The Pines on Sunday, December 6, during the Sunday School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  We will have a short class period before our departure.  Meet in the hall on the 2nd floor at 9:30.

[image: image5]The Sunday School choir will sing on December 13 for the Music Festival at the 10:30 services.

[image: image6]The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through December 20.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.

[image: image7]We will have program practice on Saturday, December 12 and 19, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice, at approximately 10:15. 

[image: image8]White Gift Sunday will be December 13.  Students are asked to bring a gift (new or gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue for our H.E.L.P. project.  They can bring the gift to the 10:30 service or Sunday School.

[image: image9]The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 20, at the 10:30 service.

[image: image10]There will be no Sunday School on December 27.  Classes resume on 
January 3.
Dear God, Thank you for the baby brother, but what I asked for was a puppy!  I never asked for anything before!  Look it up!
5

Help Excite Little People
this Holiday Season!
The H.E.L.P. project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through December 14.  Donated items may be placed in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  If you have time to wash your donations, please mark your bags/boxes “clean” toys.  Monetary donations are, also, welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please consider helping with this all-church project on one or more of the following days:

Tuesday, December 1, 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Thursday, December 3, 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Tuesday, December 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 10, 10:00 a.m.-

Noon

Monday, December 14, 10:00 a.m.-Noon

Thursday, December 17, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Friday, December 18, 10:00 a.m.-Noon
We work in the Sanctuary basement at the listed times.  Questions?  Call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.
The Christmas Teacup

“Grandma, why’s that teacup ‘neath the Christmas tree?”  Amanda asked her Grandma, with eyes wide as they could be.  “Because, my child,” Grandma replied, “it’s a reminder of the many ways God demonstrates his never ending love.”
You see, that pretty teacup was once just a lump of clay.  It yelped and cried as Jesus began to mold it one fine day.  Then, God placed it on a wheel that wildly spun around, as the teacup cried with fear, “O Lord, please put me down!”  But, the Lord said, “Not quite yet.  Please trust me, if you will.”  As he gently placed the teacup deep inside a fiery kiln.  There the cup felt true despair, as flames around it burned.  She feared the Lord had left for good, never to return.  All at once cool air rushed in as the door opened wide.  God’s loving hands reached in to bring His precious cup outside.  Then, came strokes from a fine brush, dipped in God’s choice of paint.  Weak from the heat, engulfed in fumes, the teacup thought she’d faint.  Quietly, the teacup cried, “O Lord, what have I done?”  “My child, I’m only finishing the work that I’ve begun,” God said, and locked the cup again behind the oven door – yet, from those flames she reemerged, a lump of clay no more.  Stronger and more beautiful, her purpose defined.  The teacup sat in wonder as the Master’s name was signed.  “Honey,” Grandma whispered, “that teacup is like me and you.  God has a special purpose for each struggle we go through.”

So, let’s sit down and share a special cup of Christmas tea, and thank the Lord for all He does to fashion you and me into the folks He had in mind since long before our birth – the loved ones Jesus came to save when He came here to earth.

 “May the Potter’s hand touch your life

this Christmas and always!”



FROM THE HERT

From Debbie Tschudy
Thank you to Pastor Bill and the congregation for your kind and comforting words and sympathy cards after my mother, Anna Mae Dennis, passed away on Sunday, November 1.
From Shirley Moely and Marcy & Steve Thurwachter
The family of Merton Moely wishes to thank the members of First Church for their caring support during the past 3½  years.  Your prayers, visits, memorials, and cards have made this difficult time much easier.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill for his compassionate support and the wonderful celebration of Merton’s life.
From Waunita Fradette
A heartfelt thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits while I was in the hospital and to those who called and sent cards.  They helped a lot!  Thank you, also, to all who signed the get well letter from Church.  I appreciate it so much!


(Everyone who baked pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner and to Tom, Margaret, and Amanda McFarlane for delivering them to the high school.
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(Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for Advent.  Thanks to the students and parents who painted them on November 29.
(Everyone who helped decorate the Church for Christmas on Saturday, November 28.

(Our members who delivered Meals On Wheels: Sharon Mueller, Patsy Hering, Liz Bongard, Barb Brock, Larry & Nettie Gander, Cliff & Jan Lawton, Donna Seitz, Peggy Ganser, and Ted Harris.
(Dianna Woerpel for working on the Christian Fellowship annual letter, which appeared in the November SCOOP. 
And, as 2009 comes to a close, thank-you’s, also, go out to:

(Caroline Steuber for sharing her “gift of art” with us each and every month while decorating our bulletin board and birthday calendar.  A special thank you for the special art she chose while we celebrated our 150th Anniversary throughout this past year.  
(Patsy Hering & Sharon Mueller for setting up our “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table each and every month.  This includes not only the actual day of the table but, also, the reminders they set up, too.  
(All of our members who served as Liturgists, Ushers, and Communion Servers and on Church Committees in 2009!
(Our Radio Broadcast family has grown this year, and we appreciate the time and talents Harley Lichtenwalner, Tom Litscher, Kurt and Wendy Schultz, and Herm Tschudy share with us while sitting in the Sound Booth Room on Sunday mornings!

(Our Christian Superintendent Margaret McFarlane and our Sunday School and Confirmation staff who create a fun and loving atmosphere for our children to learn about Jesus.
(Chris Garcia, our Custodian, who keeps our Church and Education Building clean and tidy (coming in most days at 3:00 a.m. to do some things before he goes to work).
(Our members who shared their “gifts of music” with us throughout the year: Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, Laura Maenche, First Choir, Men of A Chord, and our Sunday School Choir.

Dear UCC Friends:
Verna and I will be transferring our membership to St. John’s Lutheran Church in Prairie du Sac on December 1st.  As many of you know, we are both lifelong Lutherans, and the time has now come to return to our home church.  We were married at St. John’s during World 
War II and were members of that church until six years ago when we joined the First United Church of Christ.  We have enjoyed the worship services here and have attended regularly; taking part in many of the UCC activities available.  Pastor Bill is doing a wonderful job, and the members of the Consistory are caring, devoted, and effective in meeting the challenges faced by congregations today.  When we joined here, we met old friends that we had known for many years; and we found many new friends, too, during these past six years.  But the time has come for us to return to St. John’s.  God bless you and keep you!
Bill and Verna Wenzel

November 11, 2009

Dear friends,
We are enjoying the balmy weather here
in South Texas and preparing for our
building work.  We are waiting for enough workers to arrive.  We plan to start building on December 1st, if all goes well.  Our Mexican family has been busy getting things ready, and we are so grateful they are able to help us in translating and checking out the recipients.  God Bless You, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!
Bev & Herb Feierabend

Consistory Summary of
November 19
from Dianna Woerpel

Pastor’s Report: *Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service is Wednesday, November 25, at 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  *Making 22 home, nursing home, and assisted living communion visits.  *Salvation Army bell ringing will begin at Piggly Wiggly on Friday and Saturday, December 4th and 5th.  *Confirmation Retreat: end of November.  *Youth Fellowship meeting twice a month on Wednesdays.  Corn Maze in October and Movie Night in November.  *Back Bay Mission trip planned for July 18th-24th.  *Last Southwest Association meeting in Spring of 2010 before consolidating to two State Associations.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *October 25th:  Bibles given to 2nd graders and new students.  *UNICEF collection underway.  *Christmas Caroling: December 6th.  *Food collection underway.  *White gifts and Christmas Party for Jesus: December 13th.  Pastor Parish: Met November 11th; next meeting in February.  Members In Ministry: *Making visits.  *Will take pens and notepads from 150th Anniversary celebration to shut-ins.  *Pastor Bill offering communion.  Christian Fellowship:  *New love seat/sofa in Fireside Room.  *Wood counter in Dining Room to be refinished.  *Line dancing: evening of November 21st.  *Coffee Fellowship:  November 29th and December 13th.  Finance:  *Budget discussions starting.  *Money market/investments being reviewed.  *Guidelines for use of Building Fund monies needed.  *Information on starting Endowment Fund.  Stewardship:  *Services provide by Committee on October 31st and November 1st.  *All Church Committee meeting scheduled for January 28th.  *Bob Klinger Band: Polka service on February 28th.  Anniversary:  *Thanks to members who helped make celebration successful.  *175 attended banquet.  *$1,400 donated toward banquet.  Building and Maintenance:  *Need appraisals of stain glass windows for insurance.  *Parsonage porch repair and Bell Tower Room projects still in progress.  Bills and Financial:  *Reports reviewed.  *Concern re: future giving due to economy and loss of older members.  Unfinished Business:  *Doorbell to be installed at Madison Street Education Building door.  *Need advice on Fire Code for Education Building back door.
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New Business:  *$500 to be sent to Sauk Prairie Foundation for Excellence for 2010 First UCC Scholarship.  *First UCC to assume ownership of Sauk Prairie church signage near Veterans Memorial in Sauk City.  *St. John’s Lutheran Church to assume upkeep.  (For legal reasons, needed because Chamber moved to Prairie du Sac.)  Next Meeting:  December 17 at 6:30 p.m.
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday,

and today, and forever.”

Hebrews 13:8

When my husband I left the annual Christmas party, we felt something amiss.  It had been a beautiful party: children stringing cranberries, their mothers ladling out spiced punch, and the ceiling-high tree decorated with herb-laden fruits.  The theme was “Christmas As It Was Then.”  On the way home, my husband rolled down the car window.  Suddenly, the air came alive with Christmas chimes from one of the local church towers ~ “Silent Night, Holy Night.”  “Tonight’s party didn’t go back far enough,” he said softly.  That was it, I realized, squeezing his hand in appreciation.  It’s fun to remember the ways of our ancestors, but the real joy comes from digging down to the roots of Christmas, feeling the loving arms reach out from a manger, holding us close to the heart of God.  

That’s Christmas ~ as it was Then.  
As it is Now.

And as it will be Forevermore.

June Masters Bacher

Christian Fellowship November 10 Minutes
from Debbie Tschudy

Present:  Pastor Bill, Tim Homar, Carol Hehenberger, Larry and Kathy Johnson, Rita Larsen, Sherry Pieper, Debbie Tschudy, and Dianna Woerpel  

Old Business
Christian Fellowship purchased a new sofa and loveseat for the Fireside Room.  Money from the Ice Cream Social was used to cover some of the cost. 

The wood serving counter in the Church basement Dining Room will be refinished next year to seal cracks and then re-varnish it. 

A letter was attached to the November SCOOP – addressed to First U.C.C. members – on programs and events/ activities the group works on and to seek other ideas for activities and donations to cover some of the costs.  A donation can is in the back of Church.

November 21 will be a free country and western line dance lesson from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Refreshments and snacks will be provided.  

November 28 will be Advent decorating for Christmas at Church starting at 9:00 a.m. – there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

December 6 – “After6” will perform at 2:00 p.m.  No other special Christian Fellowship Christmas program will be planned.  Dessert and refreshments will be served after the concert.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of Church for anyone who would like to bring some Christmas cookies.  The community is invited. 

New Business

Christian Fellowship will work on getting volunteers for the Advent candle lighting and readings and get that list to Cindy. 

Coffee Fellowship at Church will be November 22 and December 13.  Liz Bongard and Carol Hehenberger will chair November 22, and Carol and Dianna Woerpel will chair December 13. There will, also, be a “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table December 13.  

Rita mentioned the FFA is selling poinsettias, again, this year.  Let her know if we want to purchase some for the Church. 

The next meeting on December 8 will not be a regular meeting – we will help with toy washing for H.E.L.P. at 6:30 p.m. like we did last year.  We will enjoy some goodies and refreshments while we clean.  

Family Fellowship
Line Dancing

The free dance lesson Saturday night, November 21, was a big hit!  Everyone really enjoyed getting lessons from Nancy Wrensch.  She made it easy to follow the steps.  There were about 20 people in attendance, and everyone enjoyed snacks and refreshments.
Christmas comes gently to the waiting world and offers the gift of …

“Peace”
You don't stop laughing because you grow old; you grow old because you stop laughing.
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