Thank You!

from the 150th Anniversary Committee
What a wonderful, exciting, and busy year we had here at First Church!  From October 2008 to October 2009, we celebrated 150 years of faithful service; and we did it in many ways.  Two former Pastors, Bob Rieke and Roger Wentz; two Interim Pastors, Kendall Nordstrom and Jean (Dickson) Boese; and Pastor Herb Feierabend, who served the Zion and Harrisburg Churches, came to help us celebrate.

Thank you to all the people who took care of the Coffee Fellowships between services when the Pastors were here.  They made coffee, bought donut holes and juice, and then cleaned up afterwards.  

Thank you to all the people who helped with the Potluck dinners ~ to those who decorated the tables and made coffee and lemonade; for all the good food brought in by our members; and for everyone who stayed afterwards to clean up.  When Pastor Jean was here, we had our Annual Church Picnic.  Thanks to Galen Alwin for grilling the pork chops and chicken; to the ladies who made the coleslaw and beans; and, again, to everyone who helped clean up.

Thank you to everyone who brought in wedding and confirmation pictures for us to admire.

At each dinner, a cake was bought to honor our guests.  Many thanks to Rhonda Pierick for seeing that the cakes were baked, decorated, and delivered.

At each potluck, a gift bag was given to the visiting Pastor.  We had a First UCC red t-shirt, a Church cookbook, a 2008 pictorial directory, note paper, and a wooden ornament of our Church in each gift bag.  Some of the bags, also, had Wollersheim wine, and others had meat from Wyttenbach Meats. 

We had a float in the Witwen Parade and, also, the Cow Chip Parade.  Thank you to Ed Larsen who drove his truck and to Tom McFarlane who furnished the flat bed.  It was a great time, and the children sure did enjoy riding in the parade and so did the adults.  Thanks to all!
People made quilt squares, and many of our members signed their names on them.  Then a quilt was made with the help of Barbara Blattner.  It is hanging by the ramp in the Washington Street entry.  What a beautiful addition to our Church!

Then on October 18, 2009, we finished the year with a wonderful day!  It was a beautiful day with bright sunshine.  Reverend David Moyer, Conference Minister, preached at the 8:00 and 10:30 worship services.  Rev. Robert Mutton, Southwest Association Minister, and Rev. Jurgen Kunellis, from the Moers Church District-Germany, were also present.  
7
John and Sue Bixler of Brackport, New York, also, were here for the Coffee Fellowship at 9:00 a.m.  John was the son of Rev. Wilson and Marie Bixler, who served here from 1941 to 1969.  John spoke to the people who gathered to greet him and left a few items his father found when he made gardens here.  One item was a piece of a shoe that came from an ox along with an Indian arrowhead.  They can be seen with other historical items in the back of Church.  John, also, received a gift bag.

During the two services, a song was sung, “From A Dream,” which was written by our Music Director, Dennis Kahn, for our 150th Anniversary celebration.  Thank you, Dennis!
After the 10:30 worship service, we all met at the Community Center for a delicious buffet dinner catered by TJ’s.  For dessert, we had cupcakes, which were a gift from the Von Behren family.  Thank you to the Von Behren Family, and a special thank you to Connie Harrison, who baked over 200 cupcakes for us to enjoy.

After the dinner, we enjoyed a DVD presentation that was done for us by Jim Kirchstein.  What a wonderful trip back through our history!  It was so good to hear and see the Pastors and members of First Church from years ago.  They helped make our great Church what it is today.  What a foundation they laid for us!

We want to thank all the people who came to the Community Center on Saturday afternoon, October 17, and set up tables and chairs, put tablecloths on the tables, and then decorated the tables.  They, also, put a notepad and pen at each table setting with the First Church logo.  Then on Sunday, they helped take it all down, again.
We could write down many names, but we didn’t want to forget anyone!  You know who you are, and thank you and God bless!

We will be showing Jim’s DVD between services for whoever would like to see it.  The times will be announced in future bulletins and SCOOPs.

We still have t-shirts, notepads, and extra DVD’s that can be bought.  We will, also, have wooden ornaments of our Church for sale for Christmas.

Again, thank you all for your help!
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