November 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

Like many congregations, our sanctuary and education building is teeming with activity on Sunday mornings: Worship services at 8am and 10:30am as well as Sunday school classes, confirmation instruction, and choir rehearsal.  

But Sundays aren’t the only days in which we are busy at 504 Washington Ave.  There are activities going on in the life of the church just about every day of the week:  Committee meetings.  Saturday evening worship services.  Prayer and Study group.   Weddings.  Funerals.  Youth fellowship.  Christian Craft Clutch.  Choir.  Men of A Chord.  Help Excite Little People toy cleaning in November and December.  

In addition to those types of activities, our church hosts groups and organizations from the wider Sauk Prairie community: The Sauk Prairie Nursery Center 4K program.  Kid’s Ranch after school study sessions.  Basket weavers.  American Legion meetings.  Fibromyalgia support group.  Cub Scouts and Girl Scout troops 419 & 147.


There is a lot happening within the walls of our church building.

I must say that I’m very pleased about this.  I believe that a congregation like ours ought to offer a wide range of programs, not only for the needs of our congregation, but for the wider community as well.  I am thankful that our church facilities are utilized as often as they are.  All too often, it seems, church buildings become more like museums (quiet, antiseptic, and open only a few hours during the week) as opposed to vibrant places of meeting where people of the community can gather on a regular basis.  

Now if only our spiritual lives can match the level of activity that our church building has.  

Our stewardship committee’s slogan for this year is:  “Are you a spectator or are you a player?”  This is a good question to ask ourselves.  Do we sit around on the “sideline” watching as the other people go about participating in the ministry of First UCC or are we actively involved in the ministry that is going on?  Does our walk with God happen only one or two hours a week on a Sunday morning or does it happen every day?  Are we as busy as the church building is when it comes to serving the needs of the church and the community?

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship

Our Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Prairie du Sac on Wednesday, November 25, at 7:30 p.m.  Again this year, all singers are encouraged to join the ecumenical choir.  Rehearsals will be on Wednesday, November 18, at 8:00 p.m., at St. John’s Lutheran Church., and on Wednesday, November 25, at 6:00 p.m., at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  You are asked to bring food for the food pantry to the service.  Join our community in giving thanks to God for his many blessings!

Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner

You are cordially invited to the Thanks-giving Fellowship Dinner to be held at the Sauk Prairie High School on Thanksgiving Day.  Turkey with all the trimmings will be served at Noon.  There is no charge for the meal, which in the past has served over 500 people.  Nearly all of the food is donated by local businesses or by individuals, and all is prepared at the High School by volunteers.   We are always looking for volunteers so if you would like to help prepare or serve meals, please contact Ruth Ballweg at 643-4942.  Home delivery service will be available for those who call in advance.  This is for people who cannot come to the school or just prefer to eat at home.  If you would like to have meals delivered to you or would like to volunteer to deliver meals, please contact Richard or Judy Brager at 
643-4240.  As a “thank you” from the Thanksgiving Fellowship Committee, those who help on Thanksgiving Day will sit down to dinner with the others.  The dinner is open to everyone ~ those who live alone, empty nesters, families with small children, those who may be new to the community ~ to enjoy a memorable Thanksgiving.
Pie Makers Needed For

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
First UCC has been asked to provide pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Please use disposable pans and bake a pie (or two) that doesn’t need to be refrigerated.  The pie sign-up sheet is at the back of Church.  Please bring your pies to Church by 8:00 p.m. on the 25th or by 8:30 a.m. on the 26th.  There will be tables for the pies in the Education Building entryway.  Thank you for sharing your gift of baking with others!
Our Turn for Mobile Meals

Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the home-bound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of November 2 & November 9.  2 people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., there is a sign-up sheet at the back of Church or you may call the Church office to sign up.
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Summary of October 15 Consistory Meeting

by Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Present:
Pastor Bill Kapp, President Sharon Diehl, Evelyn Koenig, Ed Larsen,
Tim Homar, Shawn Liverseed, Dianna Woerpel
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Bill
Devotions:  Evelyn Koenig
Secretary's Report:  Motion by Tim, second by Ed, to accept as read.  Motion passed.
Pastor's Report:  *Church picnic a success with thanks to Galen Alwin for preparing chicken and pork chops.  *Pastor Jean Boese here for 150th Anniversary/Church picnic.  *Sunday School staff commissioned.  *Stewardship sermons delivered on two Sundays.  *October 18th: 150th Anniversary Celebration:  WI. Conference Minister David Moyer delivering sermon.  Rev. Bob Mutton, Southwest Association Minister, and a guest from Germany will, also, be present.  Dinner and program at 12:30 p.m. at Community Center.  *Baptism scheduled for October 25th.   *Stewardship Sunday, November 1st:  Service conducted by Stewardship   Committee.  *Thanksgiving Ecumenical service Wednesday evening, November 25th, at St. John's Lutheran Church.
*Youth Fellowship meetings October 14th and 28th.  *Movie night November 19th.
*Confirmation Retreat at Pilgrim Center: October 29th and 30th.  Herbrand’s chaperoning.  *Middle School Youth Retreat being planned for last weekend in February in Wisconsin Dells.  *Youth band, "Captive Free," here overnight two nights in September, presented a concert, and worked with youth.  *Group using dining room for baby shower November 15th.  
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*Listening Sessions re: restructuring of UCC Conference November 14th.  Pastor Bill to bring back information.  *Attended "Boundary" in-service training required every 3 years.  *Last week of vacation: October 29th-November 4th.
Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Met October 5th.  *10 new students. *Singing on Children's Sunday, October 18th.  *Bibles to be distributed on October 25th.  *Donna Cruse to staff Nursery.  *Registers can be painted with same wall paint.  *UNICEF boxes sent home with students.  Pastor Parish: Next meeting in November.  Members in Ministry:  No report.  Christian Fellowship: *Advent decorating: Saturday, November 28th, at 9:00 a.m.  *"After Six" concert, Sunday, December 6th, in the afternoon.  Finance:  *Next meeting October 20th.  *Forrest Hartmann to discuss Endowment Funds.  *Budget planning to start.  Stewardship:  *Planning services for Stewardship: Saturday, October 31st, and Sunday, November 1st.  150th Anniversary:  *Dinner at 12:30 p.m. at Community Center.   *Nursery care available.  *Video of Church history to be shown.  *Signature Quilt hung with thanks to Barb Blattner.  Building and Maintenance:  *Checked on upkeep items around Church. *Posts on parsonage porch need repair.  *Fill around parking lot.
Bills and Financial:  No report.
Unfinished/Ongoing Business:  Painting of Sanctuary Ceiling:  No further work at present is needed.  Water spot damages repaired by Chris Garcia and son-in-law.  Door bell/chime to be installed at Educa-tion Building for security reasons.  Chime located near Church office.  Will review if chime needed in any other area.  Educa-tion Building Back Door:  Waiting for report by Daryl Matzke.  Insurance Change Endorsement:  Pastor Bill to check with Meyer's Insurance.
New Business:  Consider Items for 2011 Budget:   ?: Continuing repair of Stain Glass Windows.   ?: Status of wooden window frames on back of Church.
Motion to adjourn by Ed, second by Tim.  Motion carried.  Meeting closed with Prayer and Lord's Prayer.
Next meeting:  November 19th.  Devotions by Shawn Liverseed.
Christian Fellowship
Minutes of October 13
by Debbie Tschudy
Present:
Pastor Bill, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, Carol Hehenberger, Dianna Woer-pel, Dorothy Kundert, and Debbie Tschudy

Old Business:  *Money made from the Ice Cream Social will go toward purchase of a new couch and loveseat for the Fireside Room.  Lois, Dorothy, and Sherry handling this.  *October 9 and 10 – Fall Church cleaning was done.  *October 18 – 150th Anniversary lunch at the Community Center and Coffee Fellowship, which Liz Bongard will handle.  *Discussion on replacing the wood serving counter in the dining room; and after getting bids, it was decided to have it refinished instead.  Debbie Tschudy will get bids from refinishers.

New Business:  *Decorating Church for Christmas will be Saturday, November 28, starting at 9:00 a.m.  *A letter from Church will be sent out, again, explaining what activities the Christian Fellowship is working on; seeking other ideas and activities and donations; and to see if anyone is interested in joining the committee.  Dianna will work on this with Cindy.  *December 6 – After 6 to perform at 2:00 p.m. - no other special Christian Fellowship Christmas program will be planned.                                                 4
“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Table
As we fall back one hour the first weekend in November, we look forward to our November “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on November 8.  The October collection was $120.00.

Whether you are baking in your kitchen

or picking the last of the produce from your garden or going to buy from the table,

thank you for your support!

Creating A Sacred 
Space For Christmas
This year the first Sunday in Advent is the Sunday following Thanksgiving, November 29, so decorating for the Advent season will be on Saturday, November 28, starting at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to help!  Remin-ders will be in upcoming Church bulletins along with a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Annual Christmas
Music Festival

Even though it is only November, it is time to think about our Annual Christmas Music Festival.  In addition to First Choir and The Men of A Chord, we would like to have solos and ensembles to fill out our worship services.  The Music Festival will be at both services on Sunday, December 13.  Any and all who would like to share their gifts of music should contact Denny Kahn at either 370-6000 or 963-4915.  Both vocal and instrument-al selections are welcome.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583
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Harvest Home Table: November 1st -29th

This month’s SCOOP is sponsored
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Stewardship Sunday



by Emilie Novotny.  Thank you, 
5
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
Emilie!
7
Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

8
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
10
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
12
Fibromyalgia Support Group ~ 6:30 p.m.

14
Saturday Worship Service with the Hilltop Singers ~ 5:00 p.m.
15
Sunday School Choir sings @ 10:30 Worship Service
16
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon

17
Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
18
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon

19
Youth Fellowship Movie Night ~ 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
21
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

Family Fun Night: Country & Line Dancing Lessons ~ 

6:00-8:00 p.m.
23
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon

25
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Prairie du Sac ~ 7:30 p.m.

26
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!
Community Thanksgiving Dinner ~ Noon @ Sauk-Prairie High School
28
Decorating the Church for Christmas ~ beginning at 9:00 a.m.

Last Fall Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.  See you in the Spring!
29
4th, 5th, and 6th graders paint Church windows for Christmas ~ 1:00 p.m.
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m. (through November)

Sunday worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740 and **FM99.7**)

and 10:30 a.m.

 Confirmation:

 9:00-10:20 a.m.

 Sunday School:
 9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in September in
We thank the October sponsors of

loving memory of:
our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

                        Ronald Cresswell



Renee and Scott Byers, in loving 









     memory of Walter and Dorothy









     Wendt;









Doris Steuber, in loving memory









     of Ralph Steuber;









Waunita Fradette, in celebration









     of our Sunday morning radio









     broadcasts;









Herm and Debbie Tschudy, in
“A friend is someone who knows the song in

     loving memory of their fathers,
your heart and can sing it back to you when

     their brother-in-law and nephew,
you have forgotten the words.”  Unknown


     and Herm’s mother.

November Anniversaries In Our Church Family 



Barb and Randy Kuhnau, 15 years on November 5




Lorraine & Harland Hartmann, 55 years on November 6




Ardis & John Trueb, 63 years on November 27

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in November!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday on the birthday calendar!
Ushers
8:00              November         10:30                  8:00        December      10:30______


Sue & Scott Kirner
Tina Wilkinson
Rita & Ed Larsen

Tom Litscher
Gloria Ramsey
Todd Pieper



Jan & Keith Gretenhart
Pastor Bill Kapp              Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                               Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                     Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                        E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                     Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary            Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
   The Church answering machine is always on to receive your 
   messages.
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Sunday School News

     by Margaret McFarlane
(  Our fall event was held Sunday, October 25.  Fourteen people enjoyed the fun at Treinen Farms!
(  If you haven’t sent back the Time & Talent sheets, please take an oppor-tunity to do this.
(  The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on November 15.
(  UNICEF boxes were sent home for those who would like to collect for this worthy cause.  Money is due back November 8.
(  Our HARVEST HOME TABLE will be set up from November 1st-29th at the back of Church to collect food for the Food Pantry.  Students can bring non-perishable food, cleaning, and personal care items to class or they can put it on the table.
(  4th, 5th, & 6th graders are invited to paint the windows for Christmas on November 29 at 1:00 p.m.
(  The Sunday School hour will be extended until 10:20 on November 29, December 6, 13, and 20.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.
(  The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 20, at the 10:30 service.
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(  We will have program practice on Satur-day, December 12 and 19, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the program need to be present for both practices.  Please call me if this is a problem.  Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will be dismissed after they practice.  (More details to follow, as practices approach.)
You can

Help Excite Little People!

The red sleigh is out in the Education Building entryway, and it is again time to think of our holiday toy collection.  From now until mid-December, we’ll be collecting good, used toys and items for teens to distribute to less fortunate children in our community.

You can participate by:

Spreading the word that we’re collecting 
        toys.
    Bringing toys to put in the sleigh.  If you 

        have time to clean your donations, 
        please mark the bag/box as “clean toys.”
    Making monetary donations if you don’t

        have any toys to “recycle.”
    Volunteering to be an “elf.”  Elves wash

        and organize the toys.  Our November 
        toy washing sessions will be:
Monday, November 16, from 10:00-Noon;
Wednesday, November 18, from 10:00-Noon;
Monday, November 23, from 10:00-Noon; 
Wednesday, November 25, from 10:00-Noon.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.
Check It Out
The following new children’s books are in the library:

     The Jesus Book

     Along Came You

     Thank You, God, For Everything

     Bible Stories

These books were dedicated in honor of Pastor Bill’s four year anniversary here at First U.C.C., with thanks from the Sunday School!

Share Your Bounty
Our Sunday School is, again, spon-soring the Harvest Home Table from November 1st-29th.  You can bring non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and toiletries to place on the table in the Narthex.  All items will be donated to our local Food Pantry.  (Baking items and mixes, baby food, formula, bar soap, laundry and dish detergent, cleaning products, diapers, and personal care items are especially appreciated.)  The Food Pantry likes to use their financial sources to purchase protein foods, which are essential for good nutrition but difficult and expensive to donate.

Saturday Worship Services

Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services will continue through the month of November.  It is with great appreciation that we thank Laura Maenche for sharing her gift of music with us as our organist and providing special music on the piano at these services.
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“The Word In Song”

The Hilltop Gospel Singers will present a musical program with Nita Enge, leader and accompanist, at our 5 o’clock Saturday evening worship service on November 14.  This group has members from eight communities around the Sauk Prairie area and represents several different churches.  The group sings Southern Style Gospel and feels so blessed to be able to sing praises to the Lord.  Come and enjoy a wonderful evening of praising and worshipping God during this special musical service, “The Word In Song.”
An Invitation For The Women
Of First United Church Of Christ

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Prairie du Sac, would like to invite all women from First UCC to a Brunch celebrating 100 years of St. John’s Women’s Organizations on Saturday, November 14th, at 9:30 a.m.  They would like those who have hats or other items of clothing from the past 100 years to wear them on that day.  The program will be Pastor Sally Mitchell leading a workshop on “Building Sacred Relationships.”

Family Fun Night

The Christian Fellowship Committee has set up a night of free fun on Saturday, Novem-ber 21, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., in the Educa-tion Building basement.  Put your dancing shoes on and come and enjoy country and western line dance lessons by Nancy Wrensch.  If you have any questions, contact Debbie Tschudy at (608)643-8697.


FROM THE HERT
From Evelyn Kaiser

Thanks to Pastor Bill and the congregation for the many acts of kindness after my brother, Ronald Cresswell, passed away.  It is much, much appreciated!  God Bless You All!

From Millie Steckelberg
Thank you to all who remembered me with cards, calls, visits, and signing the Well Wishers card when I was in the hospital and at home.

From Ellen Henning
A big thank you to Rev. Kapp and the congregation at First Church for your prayers and cards during my recent injury.  A big thank you to Sis for all her help.  My recovery is pretty much complete.
A Pat on the Back and a Great Big Thank You to:

Carol Hehenberger and Sherry Pieper for chairing the Church picnic on September 20.  They did a wonderful job.  The food was great, and we had a wonderful turn out.  Also, thank you to all the others who helped with food preparation, serving, and clean up.  It is so nice to have people donate their time to help.
Galen Alwin for all his work, again this year, with getting the chicken and pork chops and spending all that time cooking them for us.  It was much appreciated!
Dorothy Kundert, Sherry Pieper, Dianna Woerpel, Glenda Engelkes, and Barb Blattner for working so hard on our 150th Anniversary Quilt.  The quilt turned out beautifully!  151 individuals/ families signed the quilt.
Sherry Pieper and Dianna Woerpel for decorating the Church for our 150th Anniversary celebration on October 18th.

Carol Hehenberger, Debbie Tschudy, and Dianna Woerpel for spending so many hours of their time cleaning the Church on October 9 and 10.  We hope more people will sign up to help next spring!!  
Rick Breininger and Todd Litscher for putting fill and seed around the parking lot and behind the Education Building.
Debbie Tschudy and Sherry Pieper for planting and nurturing the plants by the Church and in the Park this Spring, Summer, and Fall!
Susie Van Slyke & Donna Cruse ~ our new helpers with the SCOOP.
The Anniversary Committee for all of their planning and hard work this past year.  We had a wonderful year of celebrating our 150th Anniversary because of all their efforts! 
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How much did the 

Great Pumpkin weigh?

The Great Pumpkin weighed 142½ pounds.  The winners of the Great Pumpkin contest are:

Logan Perry,

guessing 142 pounds

Sunday School Class

                 &

Marcia Nachreiner, 

guessing 144½ pounds

Adult

Congratulations,

Logan and Marcia !

and, again, thank you to Jim Schwenn for sharing his “gift” of being able to grow such awesome pumpkins with us and for donating the prize money!

Communion in November

We will be celebrating Communion on November 8th rather than November 1st this month.

First Come, First Served

The blue sofa and loveseat that were in the Fireside Room are available free to the first person/persons interested.  You will need to have your own truck or trailer to move them.  They will be located in the lower area of the Education Building near the stairs.  After two weeks, they will be donated to St. Vincent’s.  If interested, contact the Church office.
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In the Community
The Aging & Disability Meal Site, located at the Community Center, is looking for people to help dish up the food and people to deliver the food in the Sauk-Prairie and Bluffview area.  If you would have time available in your busy day to help, please contact Deanna Herzer, Site Manager, at 963-3437.  Thank you!
Volunteers Needed for 
Café Connections

(Sauk-Prairie Community Education Center-Monroe Street Room)

Volunteer Duties:  Ideal candidates will possess high-energy and an extrovert personality.  Volunteers will meet and greet individuals of all ages when they are entering the Monroe Street Room for programs.  Volunteers will, also, serve coffee and snacks.  Hours of operation: Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Volunteer hours are flexible.  Please call Kevin Monroe, Nutrition & Prevention Specialist, at 643-6900 or e-mail him at kmonroe@co.sauk.wi.us if you are interested in volunteering at Café Connections.  

A little boy opened the big, old family Bible with fascination, looking at the old pages as he turned them.  Then something fell out of the Bible.  He picked it up and looked at it closely.  It was an old leaf from a tree that had been pressed in between the pages.  “Mama, look what I found,” the boy called out.  “What have you got there, dear?” his mother asked.  With astonishment in the young boy’s voice he answered, “It’s Adam’s suit.”
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Every Week





Wednesday





Men of A Chord


6:15 p.m.





First Choir


7 p.m.





Thursday





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. 








