September 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

There are times in our lives when we struggle.  Perhaps a meaningful relationship has been broken, maybe there is a problem with your health or the health of a loved one, or it could be that you have concerns about your finances and being able to pay the bills.  Whatever the problems are that you face today, please know that you are not alone.  Part of our human condition involves struggling from time to time.

The Bible has many stories about people who struggle.  I think of Job, a man who was blameless and upright.  He struggled mightily during parts of his life.  He lost his health, wealth, and had to endure the deaths of his children.  Those who were closest to Job encouraged him to curse God or admit that he had done something wrong to deserve such a fate.  But he never lost his faith.  Instead, Job cried out to God and prayed that God would restore him and lead him through the difficult times he was facing.

We, too, are encouraged to turn to God in the midst of our struggles and to seek the nourishment, the spiritual food, which only God can provide.  Bible study, prayer, and regular worship are just a few ways in which we can turn to God during tough times.

The food is all around us, especially in the life of First United Church of Christ.  It is in the people who sit beside us—people who have faith, people who know our story and still love us, people who know where God is to be found.

God is in the Christ, the one who says to us, “I am the bread of life…and whoever eats of this bread will live forever.”  God is in the one who said to his disciples and to us, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Solid food is available, food that will sustain us in the midst of our struggles.  It is a great tragedy not to accept it and eat it, a tragedy that can so easily be avoided if we stop to look around, and think about what will truly satisfy.  God has provided us with food for our journey.  Take and eat that you may be strong enough to deal with your struggles and to reach the place where God is calling you to go.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Rejoice!
Saturday Worship Resumes

Our Saturday worship services will resume on Saturday, September 12th, at 5:00 p.m.  A constant joy during these worship services is having Laura Maenche as our organist!  Come join us!
Confirmation

It is that time of the year to start thinking about Confirmation.  All students from First UCC entering 7th and 8th grades are invited and encouraged to attend.

Our first day of Confirmation will be held on Sunday, September 13th, from 9:00-10:20 a.m., in the third floor kitchen of the Education Building.  On this day we ask that parents, also, be in attendance.  We will hand out materials and schedules, as well as go over expecta-tions for the year.  Each of our Confirmands is encouraged to bring along a Bible.

We will be using the My Confirmation curriculum this year.  The goal for our Confirmation program will be to incorporate learning, service, and fellowship.

I am looking forward to a great year and hope to see you on the 13th!

Blessings, Pastor Bill

Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane
(
Sunday School starts September 13th.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call me or the church office by September 6 to register him/her.  This is helpful in ordering materials and for teacher preparation.  We accept children 3 years old and older into our program.  Classes run from 9:10-10:10 a.m.

(
We hope to see you at the church picnic on September 20th.  The Sunday School will provide fun for the kids.

(
Our Sunday School staff is anticipating a wonderful year of Christian Education!


Worship Service in the Park
Our 10:30 service on Sunday, Septem-ber 13th, will be held in the park.  Come and enjoy the sounds and smells of God’s creation as we celebrate Him!
If anyone is willing to help haul chairs to the park, we will do that at 9:00 a.m. or whenever the 8:00 a.m. service is over.
A Pat on the Back and a Great Big Thank You to:

Dianna Woerpel, her granddaughters, Katelyn and Samantha, and Larry Gander for priming some of the walls in the Education Building so they would be ready to paint on August 15.
The following people who helped paint on Saturday, August 15:  Rose White, Diane & Daryl Matzke, Diane Bensen-berg, Ted Harris, Larry Gander, Larry Johnson, Carol Hehenberger, Pastor Bill, Steve, Brenda, and Hunter Ott, Sharon Diehl, and Tom Litscher.  (Please let Cindy know if we missed your name.)  
Tom and Margaret McFarlane for donating the paint!
Debbie Tschudy for coordinating the bus trip to the Mallard’s game.  
Tom Litscher, Kurt & Wendy Schultz and Harley Lichtenwalner for joining our Radio Broadcast Sound Room Team.
Arnie Wells for all his years of running the Sound Room on Sunday morning.  Our prayers are with you, Arnie!
Steve, Brenda, and Nicole Ott, and their friend, Hank, for painting the Fire Side Room.

I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. You need to be able to throw something back.

Maya Angelou
Relay for Life

A world of thanks for all those who participated and walked around the track in some rather inclement weather! “Thank you” could never express our appreciation to Fritz and Ginny; Tom and Margaret; Emily; Ted and Kleo; Larry and Kathy; Pastor Bill, Jody, Jacob, and Ben; Kim and Kylie; Kim’s mom; Suzanne; Denise; Evonne; and Karen for your generous support of time and donations.  Our “walking tacos” were a huge success!  If not for the wet weather, I do believe we would have sold out.  Many thanks to Fritz, Ginny, and Emily for donating the meat, and a special thank you to everyone who COOKED, BAKED, and donated NEON Necklaces.  Thank you to the Wyttenbach’s for the use of their canopy and the McFarlane’s for the use of the generator and the great smell of POPCORN!  A few sprinkles didn’t stop us ~ a great time was had by all!  Keep your calendars open for next year’s event! 
P.S.  Thank you, Rose, for all the hats you wore coordinating our Team from First U.C.C.!
Greetings from Your Music Director!
from Dennis Kahn
Greetings to All!

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all who contributed special music over the summer months.  While the choirs have enjoyed a few brief months off, the special music provided us another opportunity to praise God and enhance our worship services.  The following volunteers favored us with wonderful music and are to be thanked: Vance Anderson, Larry Johnson, Laura Maenche, Brianna Boys, The Woerpel Family, and Tom & Kristy Litscher.  I would, also, like to thank Laura Maenche for filling in for me when I was gone.  

Now that the summer months are coming to an end and September is upon us, it is time to think about First Choir and Men of A Chord.  All are welcome to get involved!  Even if you have not been involved in the past, perhaps this is the time for you to try either or both groups.  Our music ministry program cannot exist without your participation.  Please call me at 370-6000 or 963-4915 if you have questions or would like a folder reserved for the fall!  

 

First Choir will begin with the first rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 9th.  Men of A Chord will begin on Wednesday, October 6th.  

Please try to find time in your schedules to be a part of music at First Church! (
christian Fellowship Committee

Minutes of August 11

from Dianna Woerpel
Present:
Carol Hehenberger, Sherry Pieper, Lois Pieper, Tim Homar, Dorothy Kundert, Rita Larsen, and Dianna Woerpel
Old Business:  Ice Cream Social on July 26th:  *Profit of $435.02.  *Discussion re: using money.  Decision to try and clean old couches; and if not doable, investigate buying couch and loveseat.  *Pastry, Pantry, & Produce collected $123.50, with that money going toward Relay for Life.  Cow Chip Parade on September 5th:  *Church float planned.  *Meet at church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to decorate.  *Contact older members of church to ride on float along with family members.  *1,000 pens to be handed out by 150th Anniversary Committee.  *Consider skirt for trailer bed.  Sunday Worship in the Park on September 13th at 10:30 service:  *Check on chairs.  *Make announcement in September SCOOP.  
September 20th:  *Pastor Jean (Dickson) Boese to be guest Pastor for 150th Anniversary.  *Church picnic to follow.  *Carol Hehenberger and Sherry Pieper to co-chair.  *Rita to check with Galen Alwin re: charges for pork and chicken so price can be set.  (Event not meant to be money maker.)  *Larger cake to be ordered.  Mallard Game:  *35-40 attended and good fellowship evening.
Anniversary Dinner:  *Scheduled for October 18th.  *Recommendation that one service be held and start at 
10:00 a.m. since there will be guest pastors attending and service will probably run longer than normal.  *Good to have majority of members at one service.  *Dinner scheduled for 12:00 Noon at Community Center.  Fall Cleaning scheduled for Friday and Saturday, October 9th and 10th, so church will be clean for Anniversary Celebration.
New Business  “After Six” singing group to present program on Sunday, December 6th, at 2:00 p.m.  *Beverages and refreshments will be provided by Christian Fellowship.  *No other special Christian Fellowship Christmas program will be planned.  Suggestion that wooden serving counter in Main Dining Room be covered with formica for sanitation.  *Will check to see who installed counters in kitchen and try for same or similar material.  Painting Party:  *Consistory planned painting of Sunday School rooms for Saturday, August 15th.  *Priming needs to be done prior on Thursday, August 13th.  *Volunteers welcome.  Anniversary Quilt:  *More quilt squares needed.
Next Meeting:  September 8th at 6:30 p.m.

Sorrow and regret look down.
Worry looks around.
But faith and a good attitude

always look up.
Sgt. Stephen Tressler,
a member of the Kentucky National Guard Unit,
          on keeping his faith while serving in Iraq.
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday: September 13
Families are busy getting ready for school to begin.  Gardeners are busy harvesting the last of the “fruits” they nurtured this summer.  Let’s decorate our September table with the “gifts” from our gardens and kitchens.  We collected $53.00 from our August “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table.

Thank you to all those who “Baked, Brought, and/or Bought” in August!
“Happy 90th Birthday,

Lucinda Gruber”
Celebration

Lucinda will be turning 90 on October 8.  Please join us to celebrate her birthday at an Open House on Saturday, October 10, from 1:00-5:00 p.m. at the Prairie du Sac Town Hall, S9903 Highway 12.
                         No gifts please
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This month’s SCOOP is sponsored by
Emily Fuchs in loving memory of Bill’s
81st birthday on September 22nd
  3
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
  7
Have a Safe and Happy Labor Day!


Church Office Closed
  8
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  9
First Choir Resumes Rehearsals~ 7:00 p.m.

12
Saturday Worship Services Resume ~ 5:00 p.m.
13
2009-2010 Confirmation Begins ~ 9:00 a.m.;

2009-2010 Sunday School Sunday Year Begins~9:10 a.m.;
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday;
“Worship Service in the Park” ~ 10:30 a.m. service only
17
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
19
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.
20
Pastor Jean (Dickson) Boese visiting as part of our


150th Anniversary Celebration;


“New Member Sunday” ~ both worship services;
“Annual Church Picnic” ~ after 10:30 service;
“Youth Fellowship Night” ~ 5:00-8:00 p.m.;

Captive Free Concert ~ 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
26
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship:
5:00 p.m.  (begins September 12th)
Sunday Worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 years old and older
“Take time to laugh ~ it is the music of the soul.”
from an old English prayer

Memorial Report
     Radio Broadcasts
Memorials were received in July in loving memory of:
Verna Diehl
We thank the August sponsors of our
8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
The Accola Family, in loving memory of
  Ruth Accola
Lucinda Gruber, in loving memory of 
  her husband, Lloyd
The Family of Doris Steuber, in honor 
  and celebration of Doris’ 91st birthday

Renee and Scott Byers, in loving
  memory of Walter and Dorothy Wendt

August Anniversaries In Our Church Family 
Brian and Kim Steuber, 20 years on September 2
Millie and Ted Larsen, 53 years on September 10
Jane and Dave Schara, 25 years on September 14

Thonetta and Ivan Hehenberger, 60 years on September 17
Dorothy and Duane Kundert, 59 years on September 24
Doug and Kari Larsen, 5 years on September 25
Ushers
8:00             September             10:30                     8:00            October      10:30


Diane & Daryl 
The Liverseed
Barb Brock
Theresa & Elly
  Matzke
   Family
Melissa Brickl
   Doty
Pam & Galen
Nettie & Larry
Deb & Arnie Wells
Sharon & Wayne
  Alwin

 Gander


   Mueller

Pastor Bill Kapp                Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                         Office phone:  643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                           E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                     Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary             Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Summary of Consistory

Meeting of August 20

from Dianna Woerpel

Pastor's Report:  Report of Mission Trip, Youth Ambassadors' visit, possible Sunday morning gathering for high school youth, upcoming baptisms, wedding in WI Dells, Conference programs restarting in Fall for pastors, and request for one week of vacation last week in August.  New Member Sunday on September 20th.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Programs resume September 13th.  *7 youth attended Summer Camps, with donations covering 45% of their fees.  *Margaret McFarlane applying to Conference for grant for H.E.L.P. project.   Pastor/Parish:  Met August 3rd.  Members in Ministry:  *Continue making calls.  *Pastor Feierabend helped when Pastor Bill on Mission Trip.  Christian Fellowship:  *Met August 18th.  *Successful Ice Cream Social.  *Pastry, Pantry, & Produce donated  $123 toward our “Relay for Life” team. *Float planned for Cow Chip Parade. *”Service in the Park” planned for Sunday, September 13th, at 10:30 service.  *Church picnic on September 20th. *Fall Cleaning on October 8th and 9th.  *"After Six" musical group to perform Sunday, December 6, at 2:00 p.m. *Mallard baseball outing success with 40 attending.  Finance:  *Met August 18th.  *Looking into Endowment Fund.   Stewardship:  *Working on coming year programs.  *Next meeting September 3rd.  150th Anniversary:  *Pastor Jean (Dickson) Boese here on September 20th.  *Video on anniversary being developed with help of Jim Kirchstein.  *Appreciation to all of those who've worked on the committee this past year.  Building and Maintenance:  *Bell Tower slats wrapped.  *Checking on repairs needed for Parsonage porch.  *Clogged gutters causing water leaks in basement.  Bills and Financial:  Rick obtained $1,000 discount on invoice for parking lot paving.  Unfinished Busi-ness:  *Checking on code for back door in Education Building.  *Door to be locked at all times. *Additional tables to be ordered for Education Building basement.  *Need bids for painting Sanctuary ceiling.  *Two-and-one-half Sunday School rooms being painted by volunteers. *Denied use of Education Building for Life Line screening.  New Business:  *Youth Encounter musical group to use basement for overnights on September 20th and 21st, with possible performance on September 20th eve.  Next Meeting:  September 17th at 6:30 p.m.


and just getting started!
A Piece of History
from Russ and Marie Reuter

From the German notebook of
Joshua Wild (1813-1878).

The New Glarus Swiss UCC Church congregation made a donation to the Reformed Church (First UCC) of Sauk City of $94.00 and, also, purchased twelve church song books for $6.00 for them in 1862.
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