First United Church of Christ-Sauk City

A Short History

In 1854, a group of Swiss immigrants in the area persuaded a minister to come here from Switzerland on missionary work.  Reformed services were held in the local schoolhouse.  The congregation was officially organized in the fall of 1858 and incorporated one year later.  Shortly after incorporation, the church was received into the Sheboygan Classis of the Reformed Church in the United States.

In May 1861, a new church constitution was adopted, and our church changed its name to “First German Reformed Congregation.”  A new church was built in 1862 on the site of the present church, and the first parsonage was built in 1863.  Between 1876 and 1910, over 300 were confirmed; the land comprising the church park was acquired; an organ and a church bell (named “Victoria”) were purchased; the church interior was renovated; and the present parsonage and a barn were built.  In 1913, the congregation decided to build a new church on the same location.  One of our older members remembers the children of the church carrying bricks up the street from a rail car by the Old Mill for the construction work.  The cost of this new church was $15,000.  The dedication service was February 22, 1914.

With the merging of the Evangelical Synod of North America and the Reformed Church in 1942, the constitution was changed; and we became First Evangelical and Reformed Church.  The Harrisburg congregation became part of our church in 1958.  In 1959, the Zion Evangelical and Reformed Church joined us.

Another constitution and name change occurred when the Evangelical and Reformed Church merged with the Congregational-Christian churches to form the United Church of Christ in 1957.

The Education Building was added in 1964.  The building included office space, two kitchen and dining areas, a music room, four restrooms, and ten classrooms.  The cost of this structure was $90,000.  The building is the present home to the Sauk Prairie Nursery School, Kid’s Companion, the W.I.C. Program, and all boy and girl scout troops in our area.

The Sanctuary was remodeled in 1975.  In 1989, the parsonage was, also, remodeled.  In 1996, we completed a $150,000 access project, including an elevator and a connecting hallway between our two basements.  In the fall of 1997, we added an associate pastor.

We are proud of our past history and thank God for today’s blessings and look forward in hope as God leads us into the future!
