August 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

We hosted a group of 15 German youth from the Moers Church District in the Southwest Association during the month of July as part of a two year youth exchange called the Young Ambassadors.  Five members of the German youth delegation stayed in the Sauk Prairie area July 4-11 and 19-20 and received excellent hospitality from the families of Nicole Kippley, Casey Lendved, and Sarah Smith.

Last summer’s experience in Germany was amazing and our youth wanted to return the favor by providing a program that our German guests would never forget.  I must say that there are numerous details when it comes to organizing hospitality, activities, and transportation for a group of 26.  Our plans were ambitious and the youth from our church were ready at every turn to participate in positive ways.

The main part of this year’s program was a trip to the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi.  Six youth from our church participated on this cross-country adventure.  We traveled the 1,100 miles each way on a cramped bus, slept on the floor of Evangelical UCC in Cape Girardeau, Missouri during the evenings of July 11 & 18, and spent many hot days on the Gulf Coast working on three different houses in Biloxi.  Our youth, also, had opportunities to serve meals to the homeless, work in a food pantry, and worship in an African-American Baptist Church.

The most meaningful part of this program for me was the concluding worship service which was held on July 20 at Plymouth UCC in Madison.  We shared in Holy Communion and had a farewell potluck for the host families.
We finished our time together in Chicago July 21-24 in a similar way that we ended our time last year in Berlin.  We stayed in a youth hostel and spent our days touring the city, visiting museums, and enjoying some final moments together.

All of this was made possible because of the partnership between the Churches of the Southwest Association and the Moers Church District.  Our common bonds in Jesus Christ brought us together for an experience that was meaningful on many levels.
Blessings,

Pastor Bill
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

           504 Washington Avenue


    Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 2009 SCOOP
      Enjoy the rest of summer!
  3
Pastor-Parish Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  4
150th Anniversary Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

6 Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
7-8 Sauk Prairie Relay For Life
9 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Table
Mallard’s Fellowship & Fun Night ~ game starts at 5:05 p.m.; bus leaves
Church promptly at 4:00 p.m.

11
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
15
“Paint Party” at Church ~ beginning at 8:00 a.m.
18
Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

20
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Bill Kapp

Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

      Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone:   643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249


                                 E-mail:             bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,               Hours:             Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary       Office phone:  643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
         Memorial Report                         Radio Broadcasts
Memorial gifts were received in June in loving
We thank the July sponsors of our 8:00

memory of:
a.m. Sunday worship service radio 

                        Renee Wentz
broadcasts:
 (Reverend Roger & Frances Wentz’s daughter)

Maxine Cairns, in loving memory of


her husband, Chuck

Margaret & Jamie Wittwer, in loving


memory of their beloved, Clifford

Cliff & Jan Lawton, in loving memory



of their parents


The Von Behren Family, in loving



memory of Alan Von Behren, Sr.
August Anniversaries In Our Church Family 
Larry and Nettie Gander, 53 years on August 4
Edsel and Caroline Steuber, 54 years on August 5


            Merton and Anna Zick, 73 years on August 16

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in August!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday!
Ushers
8:00                 August             10:30                      8:00              September        10:30

Mary Fisher                   Evelyn Accola
Pam & Galen

The Liverseed
Charles & Charmaine
Harland Hartmann
  Alwin

  Family
   Carter
Lyle & Dorothy
Diane & Daryl

Larry & Nettie

   Kuhnau
  Matzke

  Gander

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Sign-up sheet is on table in narthex)
You cannot do a kindness too soon,
for you never know how soon

it will be too late.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
9
Sunday School News
from Margaret McFarlane
(  Sunday School starts September 13th.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call the church office at 643-8387.  This will help us in planning and ordering curriculum.
(  The Sunday School and Youth Group extend a heartfelt thanks to all those who made our July 17th and 18th Brat Stand a success!  Thank you to our volunteers who worked shifts, and thanks to the many church members who came and purchased food.  Our profit was: $880.85.
(  If you’d like to be a teacher or substitute for our Christian Education program, we’d love to have you!  Call Margaret at 643-6327.
“Dear God” Letters
from little children …
Dear God, Please send Dennis Adams to a different summer camp this year.
American Cancer Society Relay For Life

On Friday, August 7th, through Saturday morning, August 8th, our First U.C.C. team will be found at the Sauk Prairie High School track.  We are in the process of taking donations for the 
American Cancer Society; you may have noticed slips in the Sunday bulletins for Luminaries, each slip is a $5.00 donation in “memory” or “honor” of special people in your life.  On Friday evening, the luminaries will be lit and each name will be announced in recognition of their strength and life.  Each donation taken through the church will represent the church and included in our total donation.  We will, also, be taking donations of any amount at the back of church on Sundays.  Young and old are invited to come join us on Friday, August 7th, and take a casual stroll around the track and visit our booth.  (Remember to wear your ‘red’ First UCC t-shirt and let the community know where you go – to church that is.)  The team with the most volunteers walking will win a few Brewer tickets.  (  We will be selling all kinds of yummy good things like “walking” tacos, popcorn (freshly popped), cookies, and brownies.  You just never know what else our crew will come up with!  We hope to see you on the track Friday night or Saturday morning!  “May God watch over, bless each of you, and keep you in the palm of His hand.”  
We cannot hold a torch

to light another’s path

without brightening our own.

Ben Sweetland

Mallard’s Fellowship
& Fun Night

For those members who have signed up to go to the Madison Mallards game on Sunday, August 9, game time is 5:05 p.m. at Warner Park.  If you plan on riding the bus, please be at church by 3:45 p.m.  The bus will leave promptly at 4:00 p.m.  

The Mallards will play ball against the Green Bay Bullfrogs.

Go Mallards!
August “Pastry, 
Pantry, & Produce” Table

August’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday will be August 9.  Let’s adorn our table with the “fruits” of people’s gardens and the “talents” in people’s kitchens.  Thank you to E V E R Y O N E who donated to our table on July 26th!  All proceeds will go toward the Sauk Prairie Relay For Life.
Paint Party at Church
hosted by Consistory

HELP!  Some of the Sunday School rooms and hallways haven’t been painted for 15 or more years.  Saturday, August 15, starting at 8:00 a.m. has been designated as a “Paint Party.”  Wear old clothes and bring along a roller, brush, and paint pan.  Paint will be furnished.  Thanks!  

"I Love a Parade."

For the first time in many years (maybe ever), First UCC was represented in the Witwen parade with a float.  Put together at the last moment with many helping hands, the float had a pulpit, pews, palms, geraniums, a "preacher", and worshippers who sang hymns.  Signs listed our church's many offerings of music, mission, Sunday School, committees, and the news that "First United Church of Christ is celebrating its 150th Anniversary....and just getting started!"  Watch for pictures in the Narthex.  
With a little more planning, a bigger float is planned for the Cow Chip Parade on September 5 and more participants are needed to ride and walk.  (Red 150th Anniversary t-shirts required!)
All ages welcome.  The sign-up sheet is in the back of church.
P.S.  First UCC’s float won 2nd prize in the Witwen 4th of July parade!
Would You Like To Sponsor A Monthly SCOOP Or A Sunday Radio Broadcast?

We still have dates available for both.  The cost of sponsoring a radio broadcast is $66.50, and the cost of sponsoring a monthly SCOOP is $50.00.  Please call the church office if you are interested!



From The Hert
From Haley Ruyle
Dear United Church of Christ: Thank you so much for helping pay for me to go to Green Lake.  I learned about the people Jesus met, like the crippled old woman.  I learned about many plants, too; like the May apple and the Trillium.  I really appreciate your generosity.

From Harland Hartmann

Thanks to everyone who remembered me in any way during my illness.  Special thanks to Pastor Bill for his visit and call.  All was greatly appreciated.  

From Sandra Frey

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and concerns after the loss of my mother, Verna Diehl.  Everyone’s thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated.

Dearest Friends:

Words can only begin to express our joy in being with you in the year-long celebration of your 150th Anniversary.  

Sharon, my mother Gladys, and I were the thrilled recipients of your gracious hospitality, your generous gifts, and delicious food.  Your hugs and conversations were wonderful reminders that we are forever bound together in the unity of God’s spirit.  

Our deepest thanks to Pastor Bill and the Celebration Committee for a weekend that touched our hearts, and filled our minds with precious memories.

Love and Blessings, 

Pastor Bob, Sharon, and Gladys Rieke
A Pat on the Back and a Great Big Thank You to:

Chris Garcia for assembling the new high chairs for our dining room!

Gary and Sandy Schlender for sharing some of their hostas, which were planted in our Meditation Garden.
Thank you to everyone who helped in putting together the First UCC float for the Witwen 4th of July Parade.  The float won second prize!

Debbie Tschudy for coordinating this year’s Ice Cream Social!
Sunday School Family

“Grill-n-Chill”

A terrific time was had by the Sunday School families at the “Grill-n-Chill” in the Church park on June 26th.  The kids had a blast in the Bouncy House, courtesy of McFarlane’s; while the parents enjoyed the chance to chat and relax.  Thanks to all who made it a great summer evening!

7
19th Annual

Ice Cream Social
&

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Table
The success of this year’s Ice Cream Social & "Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table has many 
men, women, and children
to thank!
*
The pie cutters, food servers, our cashiers, people who did such a great job of keeping the kitchen tidy, table cleaners, tray carriers, and the final clean-up crews!
*
Patsy Hering and Dorothy Kundert for doing such a super job organizing the “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table!
*
The delicious barbeque made by Wyttenbach Meats!

*
To everyone who donated items for the Ice Cream Social and the “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table.
*
The McFarlane’s for letting us use 

their cash drawers.
The profit from the Ice Cream Social was $435.02.  The profit from the “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table was $123.50.  The proceeds from the “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table will go to the Sauk Prairie “Relay For Life” event.
                                                          3
christian Fellowship Committee
Minutes of July 14

from Debbie Tschudy
Present:  Dorothy Kundert, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, Debbie Tschudy, and Dianna Woerpel
Old Business
Pastor Bill and Tim --- “grill-n-chill” in the park for Sunday School families was Friday, June 26, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Debbie will ask Tim if he can send an article to Cindy for the SCOOP on how this event went.
Mallard’s baseball outing will be August 9 at 5:05 p.m. against Green Bay – there is only one ticket left on the sign-up sheet – a bus has been arranged for the game – and pick-up will be from the church. 

We discussed the Sunday, July 26, Ice Cream Social, and Debbie gave an update.

Barbeque has been ordered and so have the buns.  Em Fuchs will make the hot fudge and is willing to loan us her hot dog heater.  The sign-up sheet is still out, and we need more helpers for several of the duties yet, or Debbie will be making phone calls.  Patsy Hering and Dorothy Kundert offered to work at the “Pastry, Pantry and Produce” table.  

New Business

Dianna mentioned the church will have a float for the Cow Chip parade on September 5th like we did for the Witwen 4th of July parade to celebrate our 150th anniversary.  She is working on ideas for the next float.  

The church picnic will be Sunday, September 20.  Debbie will call Galen Alwin to see if he is willing to purchase and grill the chicken and pork chops again this year.  Sherry will check with Wyttenbach Meats to see what their price is for potato salad and cole slaw, if we purchase it instead of making it ourselves.  This date coincides with Pastor Jean (Dickson) Boese’s visit.
Sunday “Worship Service in the Park” – we discussed having it at the 10:30 service on Sunday, September 13.  Debbie will talk to Pastor Bill, Denny, and Margaret to see if there are any problems with that date.  

Fall church cleaning will probably be October 8 and 9.  We will discuss this further at the next meeting.  

Spoke to Kristy Litscher and After 6 will have a concert at First UCC on Sunday, December 6, at 2:00 p.m.  This will be our Christian Fellowship Christmas program. 

Next meeting: August 11 at 6:30 p.m.

150th Anniversary

Signature Quilt
A reminder that time is passing and signatures are needed for the quilt.  Sign a quilt square.  They are available on Sunday mornings in the Narthex.
Summary of Consistory

Meeting of July 16
from Dianna Woerpel

Present:
President Sharon Diehl, Evelyn Koenig, Larry Johnson, Tim Homar, Carol Hehenberger, Dianna Woerpel, Daryl Matzke  (Pastor Bill on mission trip to Back Bay Mission with Young Ambassadors.)
Opening Devotions
Secretary's Report: Motion by Carol, second by Sharon, to accept as read.  Motion passed.
Committee Reports:

Sunday School:  *Brat Stand on Friday and Saturday, July 17th and 18th.

Pastor Parish:  No report.
Members in Ministry:  *Let members know if someone in hospital or needs visit.

Christian Fellowship:  *Grill-n-Chill picnic in June success.  About 8 families attended. *Details not final but possible "Service in the Park" on September 13th at 10:30 service. *Church picnic on Sunday, September 20th – same day as Pastor Jean Boese (Dickson) here for 150th Anniversary.  *First UCC float a success at the Witwen 4th of July parade.  Plans for a larger float for the Cow Chip Parade.  *Ice Cream Social on Sunday, July 26, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.
Finance:  No report.
Stewardship:  No report.
150th Anniversary:  *Planning on handing out pens with First UCC name and 150th Anniversary at Cow Chip parade.
Building and Maintenance:  *Instead of slats in bell tower being sanded and painted, looking into wrapping them with metal or vinyl so they will not need painting again. *12 foot ladders made for bell tower to be installed permanently.  *Still have some water drainage problems in basement near Church/ Education Building connection.

Bills and Financial:  *Rick checking with Wolf Paving re: variance of bill from bid for parking lot.  *Bill from Prairie Plumbing & Heating for preparation, labor, and equipment for parking lot received.  They donated over $600 charge leaving zero balance.  Thank you to be sent not only for this donation but their help in the winter with snow removal.
Unfinished Business:

Old Tables and Chairs:  *Stored in Park shelter building to be used for picnics or for loaning out to members.  *New tables and chairs in main dining room.  *More tables to be ordered for Education Building.

Locktight Security:  *Reviewed proposal for installing automatic bar locking mechanism to Education Building back door for both security and fire safety.  *Also reviewed installing door bell at Education Building entrance with bell outside Church Office.  *Motion by Dianna, second by Daryl, to have Locktight proceed.  Motion carried.

Ceiling in Sanctuary:  No report.

Painting in Education Building:  *Saturday, August 15th, set as date.  *Paint will be provided by McFarlane’s.  *Bring own brushes, paint trays, and rollers.
Next Consistory Meeting:  August 20 at 6:30 p.m.
Events in September to Put On Your Calendar

September 5

“Cow Chip Parade”:  First UCC will have a float in the parade this year.

Come join us!
September 9
First Choir resumes rehearsals:
7:00 p.m.
September 13
Confirmation Resumes: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School Resumes: 9:10 a.m.

“Worship Service in the Park”: 10:30 service only.
September 20
Pastor Jean (Dickson) Boese visiting as part of our 150th Anniversary Celebration.
“New Member Sunday”: At both Worship Services.

Annual Church Picnic after 10:30 service.


and just getting started!
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