July 2009

First United Church of Christ

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members of one of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us…”

                               (Romans 12:4-6b NRSV)

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


As you know, every part of our body has a specific role to play.  Our eyes enable us to see the beauty of God’s wonderful creation and our ears make it possible for us to hear the amazing sounds of nature.  Our mouths give us the ability to praise God through song and the taste buds inside of our mouths allow us to enjoy the bounty of the harvest.  Every part of our body is important and has a specific role to play.

Paul compared the early Christian Church at Rome to a human body, specifically, the body of Christ.  The members of the Roman church were very gifted.  God blessed them each with special talents and abilities that could be used for service in the name of Jesus Christ:  prophecy, teaching, ministry, generosity, exhortation, leadership and compassion.  The members of Roman church were talented individually, and when they worked together, they became even stronger.

So it is in the life of our congregation here in Sauk City.  It is my hope that every person connected to our faith community has a chance to get “plugged in” to the ministry of our church in meaningful and exciting ways.  We all have something special to offer.

Perhaps you have the gift of music or singing—if so, maybe you ought to consider how to share that gift as part of our music ministry.  Maybe you enjoy visiting—you can share your talents as part of our Members-in-Ministry care team, which makes visits to the hospital and to shut-in members who can’t get to church.  Perhaps you have the gift of teaching—we have a Sunday school and youth fellowship program that could use your talents.  Maybe you’re good at fixing things or enjoy working with your hands—our building and maintenance team or mission team has a spot for you.

God has endowed us with special talents as individual members of the body.  When we use our gifts together we become even stronger.  We are one body in Christ.
Blessings, Pastor Bill

A Piece of History

from the 150th Anniversary Committee

It’s Never Too Late To Learn

by Constance Daniell

of the Milwaukee Journal
December 11, 1974

West Bend, WI  A fall as she was leaving church one morning put an end to the nursing career of Adele von Grueningen.  “I always said that falling out of church was better than falling out of Hooligans,” she said, smiling at the memory.  “They took me to Columbia Hospital and were shocked when they found out I was 87.”  If they were shocked then, they should see her now.  Miss von Grueningen has a birthday today, and there will be a party for her with old friends and fellow residents at Cedar Lake Home here where she lives.

101 Candles  And the birthday cake will be special.  It calls for 101 candles.  Adele von Grueningen was born in Watertown on December 11, 1873.  Her father moved the family to Sauk City in 1877 when he became pastor of the Reformed Church there.  “I was not quite 4,” she said, “but I still remember some things about Watertown.”  It is of Sauk City, however, that her memories are most vivid.  “Sauk City had a contingent of people who came from Switzerland with Carl Schurz.  It was a community within itself, with a cooper, notary republic, a tin smith, things like that.  My father was pastor of that church for 34 years.”
Brought Culture  “They called them the Freethinkers in those days, and they brought their own culture with them.  They are credited with founding one of the country’s first kindergartens at Watertown.  One of the von Grueningen family’s neighbors was the great-grandmother of Wisconsin writer August Derleth.  She was very good to us after our mother died when we were small children, even though we were of a different faith – and that mattered a lot to people then,” Miss von Grueningen remembered.

Studied Nursing  She chose to enter nursing training at Deaconess Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio.  “I wanted to go as far away as I could.  I always liked people and liked to travel around to meet them.  I still do.”  Then, warming to the subject: “You should not stop learning.  That’s the whole secret to staying healthy.  And never think, ‘I am forgetful.’  Everybody is forgetful.  Forget that you are forgetful.”  “I had trained at Deaconess for four years, but then I left and worked at other hospitals in Cincinnati and Cleveland.  I didn’t want to wear the same uniform all the rest of my life,” she explained.  One of the diplomas is a bit different from the others in her collection.  It is from Schrader’s School of Beauty Culture, dated November 10, 1924.  “I was on private cases then and had five deaths in a row.  It was very depressing so I thought I’d like to try something else,” she remembered.

Beauty Course  “Beauty schools were just coming to the front then.  I spent the money and took the course, but I never made use of it.  I went back to nursing.”  Miss von Grueningen returned to Wisconsin to become a public health nurse in Sheboygan in 1930.  She worked at that post for 12 years until she was asked to retire, “They thought I was too old then,” she said, marveling at the thought.  She was 69.  “Sometimes a calamity isn’t a calamity,” she added, recalling the circumstances.  “I moved to Milwaukee then and returned to private duty nursing.  I met wonderful people and wouldn’t trade my years in Milwaukee for anything.”  During her Milwaukee residency, she lived on the East Side.

Studied Yoga  "I used to take night courses at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  I took one on yoga.  I could be a Hindu, you know.  I always said I could join any church,” she reminisced.  “But then in the ‘60’s the hippies started up, and we stopped going out at night.”  

Imagines the Rest  “I used to read the newspaper from cover to cover everyday.  I still carry it around.  I can read the headlines and imagine the rest.”  She came to live at Cedar Lake Home three years ago because “it belongs to my church.”  The home is operated by the Benevolent Corporation of the Church of Christ.  “I like it here,” she observed.  “Everyone is very nice.  The department heads are all capable people.  I enjoy the meals – we had pork chops today and applesauce.  And we always have salad and dessert.”  “We have beautiful flowers.  There’s a garden club here you know, and I sing in the choir.  We’ll be giving our Christmas concert on Thursday.”

Learn to Lose  Of recent political developments she remarked, “There’s too much emphasis on winning at all costs.  Even in schools, they teach that our school must win.  We must learn to lose as well, and take it with grace.”  “And there’s too much fear,” she continued.  “Remember what (Franklin) Roosevelt said about the only thing to fear is fear itself?  I see people come from therapy with a brace on a leg, and they’re so afraid to slip they walk an inch at a time.  You’ve got to step out, give yourself an inspiration, say, “I can do it.”
What else can you say?  Only “Happy, Happy Birthday, Adele von Grueningen,” and many happy returns!



and just getting started!
Upcoming Special Events

(
Reverend Herb Feierabend will be delivering the sermon at both worship services on July 19th in celebration of our 150th Anniversary!
(
Reverend Jean (Dickson) Boese will be our guest pastor on September 20th!
(
Don’t forget to put our big 150th Anniversary Celebration Dinner on Sunday, October 18, on your calendar.  The meal will be at the Community Center after our 10:30 worship service.  More details will follow in future bulletins and newsletters.
(
If you haven’t signed a quilt square for our 150th Anniversary Quilt, please

take a few minutes after worshipping and sign one.  There is a table at the back of church along with directions and practice squares.
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Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

*  We need volunteers to run the Brat Stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 17, and Saturday, July 18.  If you can help us out, please see the sign-up sheet at the back of church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.  The profits are used for Sunday School and youth events and to help with the cost of our campers.

*  Many thanks for the donations for our Camp Fund.  We have 7 campers!

*  Our wishes for great camp adventures at Pilgrim Center go to:

Haley Ruyle

June 21-27
Randy Nachreiner
June 21-27
Libby Nachreiner

August 9-15
Jack Porubsky

August 9-15
Haden Haas

August 2-8
Carrissa Herbrand
August 2-8
Cheyenne Schuette
August 2-4
Check It Out …

In honor of the new Sunday School teachers from this past year, Margaret McFarlane purchased the following books:

“The Lord is my Shepherd”, in honor

of Katie Homar.

“How Big Is God?”, in honor of Kim Baier.

“How Noah Knew What To Do”, in honor of Sandy Larsen.

You can find these books on the shelves in our Church Library.

Vacation Bible School

from Margaret McFarlane
It was an exciting week here June 15-19, when 35 students participated in V.B.S.  Our theme was “Discovery Canyon – Explore The Wonders of The Word!”  Each day, students rotated from opening to crafts, recess, Bible storytime, snacks, and closing.  
We found we must:

Rejoice

Pray

Ask

Tell

Seek
in our ministry.
For our special project, we collected items for the Food Pantry.
On Friday, we ended with a special V.B.S. celebration.  Families and guests joined us for this closing program and then enjoyed pizza.
My sincere thanks to those who participated in this special week of ministry:  Pastor Bill, Amanda McFarlane, Stephanie Sprecher, Casey Lendved, Pat Shelby, Nadene Litscher, Austin Litscher, Sydney Litscher, Katie Homar, Jody Kapp, Kim Baier, Denise Alwin, Mara Wyttenbach, Diane & Emily Matzke, Logan Diehl, Sandy Frey, Jeanann & Bailey Breininger, Evonne Kundert, and Cindy & Haley Baker.


From The Hert
From Tim, Katie, Isaac & Elena Homar
We want to thank everyone for all of your support and prayers after my mom passed away.  All of your kind words and cards meant a lot to us.  Thank you to the Sunday School staff for your donation, which we gave to the American Cancer Society in honor of my mom.  Thank you to Margaret McFarlane and Pastor Bill for all your helpful support.
From Evelyn Adams

Thank you for sending a very special get-well message while I was in the hospital.  It was greatly appreciated.
From Waunita Fradette
(Along with Waunita’s donation to sponsor a radio broadcast, she sent the following note.)

In appreciation of the 8:00 a.m. service radio broadcast for the homebound.  The many who listen feel that they are part of the congregation in spirit, and are thankful!

With love, from Margaret Wittwer
To everyone at First Church who so kindly remembered grateful, old Margaret with lovely cards, gifts of food, and special prayers.  How much this means to one when not feeling well!  God sends his messengers to lift us up!  The big prayer letter signed by so many is very, very much appreciated.  God’s blessings upon all of you as Jamie and I remember all of you in our prayers.

A Pat on the Back and a Great Big Thank You to:
Margaret and Amanda McFarlane for turning our basement into an awesome Discovery Canyon and guiding our VBS children and helpers through 5 exciting day, filled with singing (with aerobics) (, games, storytelling, crafts, snacks, and lots of fun and laughter!
Rick & Jordan Peters for mowing lawns and trimming the shrubs/trees in the park, parsonage, and Church.
Debbie Tschudy and Sherry Pieper for planting, watering, and caring for the plants around the Church and in the Park.


The following people joined our church family at First U.C.C. on June 21:
John and Amy Bachhuber
and sons, Jack and Charlie
405 Fourth Street

Prairie du Sac WI 53578

Iris Gavol

505 Sixth Street

Prairie du Sac WI 53578
Jon and Andrea Gavol

and children, Kassie & Sebastian
1005 Madison Street

Sauk City WI 53583
Kathy Johnson

1605 Kent Court

Sauk City WI 53583

Kurt Schultz

5150 County Road Z

Spring Green WI 53588-9068
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

        504 Washington Avenue

              Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

    JULY 2009 SCOOP
         [image: image1.wmf]
              “Let Freedom Ring!”


This month’s SCOOP is sponsored

by Margaret & Jamie Wittwer
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Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

 4

*  “Have a Happy and Safe 4th of July!”



*  “Fire on the River” at the Kapp’s ~ arrive any time after 7:00 p.m.;
     if you plan on parking in Sentry’s parking lot, please do so after 8:00 p.m.
*   Our German visitors arrive.

11-19

Pastor Bill, our German visitors, and our youth are at Back Bay Mission
14

Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

16

Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

17

Sunday School Brat Stand @ Piggly Wiggly ~ Stop by and help our Sunday 


School! (
18

Youth Group will continue the Brat Stand ~ Stop by and say “hi” to our 


youth! (
26

19th Annual Ice Cream Social & July “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Table
Pastor Bill Kapp

Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00–Noon; 

Saturday: 8:00–10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                   Office phone: 643–8387; Home phone: 370–2249

                                      E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                  Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary         Office phone: 643–8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:       8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry
Gifts were received in May in loving memory of:
We thank the June sponsors of our




8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broad-

                     Helen Van Oosbree
casts:
                        (Katie Homar’s Mom)



Ruby McFarlane & Family, in loving



     memory of Chuck McFarlane
July Anniversaries In Our Church Family

Calvin and Phyllis Sorg, 59 years on July 3

Warren and Alice Wittwer, 62 years on July 11

Tom and Audrey Zimmerman, 45 years on July 18



Pat and Jack Kirner, 51 years on July 19

Phil and Sue Barth, 35 years on July 20

Maurice and Cleo Schaefer, 61 years on July 24
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in July!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed your birthday or anniversary!
Ushers
          8:00           July             10:30                              8:00             August            10:30


Nick Cluppert                 Theresa & Scott            Mary Fisher
     Evelyn Accola
Lucinda Gruber

   Grimes

         Charles & Charmaine
Dorothy & Lyle
Nathan Litscher

David McFarlane
             Carter


   Kuhnau




Larry Johnson





Harland Hartmann
God Bless America!
Almighty God, you rule all the people of the earth.
Give to our leaders the vision of truth and justice,

that by their counsel all nations and people may work together.

Give to the people of our country zeal for justice and strength of forbearance,

that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will.

Forgive our shortcomings as a nation; purify our hearts to see love and truth.

We pray all these things in your Name.

Amen.
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We Are Looking For ….
If anyone has any hostas they want to get rid of or if anyone is going to be thinning out their hosta beds, and would like to donate them to the church, contact Debbie Tschudy.  They will be planted in the meditation garden in the church park.  Debbie's number is 643-8697. 
19th Annual 
Ice Cream Social
Our 19th Annual Ice Cream Social will be Sunday, July 26, from 4:00-6:30 p.m., in the Church dining room.
You will be able to enjoy yummy barbe-ques (made by Wyttenbach Meats) or hot dogs, chips and pickles, assorted homemade pies, ice cream, hot fudge brownie sundaes, lemonade, ice tea, and coffee.

There are sign-up sheets in the back of the church to make pies and to help the day of the Social.

Debbie Tschudy is coordinating the Social.
Don’t forget to put this delightful supper date on your calendar!

5
July “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

July’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” will be in conjunction with our Annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, July 26, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.
Bring your donations to either the table in the Narthex or in the Fire Side Room.  The Fire Side Room table is preferred as that will be the location of the sale.

It would be helpful and greatly appre-ciated if you would price your donation(s).

THANK YOU!
Would You Like To Sponsor A  Monthly SCOOP Or A Sunday Radio Broadcast?

We still have dates available for both.  The cost of sponsoring a radio broadcast is $66.50, and the cost of sponsoring a monthly SCOOP is $50.00.  Please call the church office if you are interested!

Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers. The first boy says, “My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, and they give him $50.”  The second boy says, “That's nothing.  My Dad scribbles a few words on piece of paper, he calls it a song, and they give him $100.”  The third boy says, “I got you both beat.  My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!”

Christian Fellowship Committee

Minutes of June 9, 2009
from Debbie Tschudy

Present:
Pastor Bill, Tim Homar, Dorothy Kundert, Rita Larsen, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, and Debbie Tschudy

Old Business
Confirmation was May 31, and the Christian Fellowship Committee paid for boutonnieres for the Confirmands, again, this year.  Rita ordered the flowers.  Thank you to Rita for handling that.  

German Youth Exchange – there will be around 15 youth coming.  They will be here for the July 4th “Fire On The River” at the Kapp’s, from July 11-19 they will go to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi; on July 19 they arrive back in Sauk City; and on July 21 they will go to Chicago.  The exchange is coordinated with a church in Windsor, one church in Madison as well as First UCC. 

The storage building in the church park was cleaned out, and some of the old tables and chairs are being stored in the building for park use.  Carol returned the small round tables and got four large round tables for the church.  We need to check into getting new high chairs and booster seats for the kitchen area, also.  The new tables need to be covered when people are working on crafts on those tables.

3
Pastor Bill and Tim – “Grill and Chill” in the park for Sunday School families will be Friday, June 26, from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Dorothy mentioned that they are still working on getting member signatures on quilt squares for the 150th anniversary quilt.

New Business

Mallard’s baseball outing will be August 9 at 5:05 p.m. against the Green Bay Bullfrogs – thank you to Culver’s for the donation of 40 tickets.  There is a sign-up sheet in church for anyone interested in attending. 
Upcoming Dates/Events

July 12 – Pastor Larry Collins is visiting Pastor.
July 19 – Pastor Herb Feierabend is preaching as part of our 150th Anniver-sary celebration – there will be coffee fellowship and a potluck – Anniversary Committee?

July 26 – Ice Cream Social from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Church Picnic – September 20?

Next Meeting:  July 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

Blessed is the nation

whose God is the Lord!
Psalm 33:12

[image: image2]
“Fire on the River”
Celebration at the Kapp’s

When:
Saturday, July 4th
Where:
786 Water Street



Prairie du Sac

Time:
Please arrive any time after



7:00 p.m.

Parking available at Sentry after 8:00 p.m.
Bring:
Your own chairs and blan-

kets, beverages, and 
snacks.

Hope to see you on the 4th !

[image: image3]
Mallard’s Fellowship 
& Fun Night

Take me out to the ballgame …..come watch the Madison Mallards play ball against the Green Bay Bullfrogs on Sunday, August 9, at Warner Park.  The game begins at 5:05 p.m.  We want to thank Culver’s Franchise for supplying us with a block of 40 complimentary tickets!  As of June 24, there were 23 tickets left.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church.  
Go Mallards!
T-Shirts, T-Shirts,
Come & Pick Up Your T-Shirts
The latest order of t-shirts has arrived.  You can pick your t-shirt(s) up Sunday morning in Church or stop by the Church office during the week.
If you didn’t order a t-shirt, and would like one, we have extras t-shirts to sell.
Don’t miss out on having a “one-of-a-kind” First UCC 150th Anniversary t-shirt!
  *  *  *  Summer Hours  *  *  *
A friendly reminder that the church facilities will be locked at Noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy, in the church office, if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.  Thank you!
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
In the Community

· The Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church Hymn Sings continue on the first Sunday of each month through October from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are non-denominational and without admission charge.  This is their 30th season.  The public is cordially invited.

· Witwen’s July 4th Celebration is sponsored by the Black Hawk & Denzer United Methodist Churches.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m.  Barbeque chicken dinner with the trimmings and pie following parade!  Pop, barbeque, hot dogs, and ice cream sundaes available all day!
· Art on the Farm will highlight the work of 40 art exhibitors on July 4 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Doc and Pam Hines’ farm, W8632 County Road I, Oxford.  A silent auction of art works donated by the participating artists will benefit the St. Claire Hospice House Resident Fund.  The St. Claire Hospice House in Baraboo is a residential facility where Home Health United staff provide physical, emotional, and spiritual care for hospice patients in a home-like setting.  The event includes food vendors, cheese tasting, gardening demonstrations, and entertainment.  
When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to keep from attracting pesky insects.  Still, a few fireflies followed us in.  Noticing them 
[image: image4.wmf]before I did, Billy whispered, “It's no use Grandpa, now the mosquitoes are coming after us with flashlights.”
( Ask & You Shall Receive (
Ginny Wyttenbach’s recipe for those delicious sugar cookies served at the Mother-Child Banquet.
Amish Sugar Cookies

Cream:
1 cup of butter, 1 cup of oil, 

1 cup of sugar, and 1 cup of 



powdered sugar
Add:

2 eggs and 1 tsp. of vanilla
Then add:
4½ cups of flour, 1 tsp. of baking powder, 1 tsp. of cream of tartar, and 1 tsp. of salt
Mix thoroughly.  Cover and let chill in refrigerator ½-1 hour.
Roll into small balls and place on ungreased cookie sheet, flatten with glass dipped in sugar.
Bake at 350 degrees for about 10 minutes.
Grab a glass of milk & ENJOY!

[image: image5]
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