April 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC:
Our church has a number of strengths but there is one especially worth noting—mission support.  In 2008 the members of First UCC gave $25,500 to Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM) offering.  These offerings go directly to supporting the wider ministry of the UCC on an Association, Conference, and national level.  

When I think of church, I don’t just think of our congregation here in Sauk City.  I see beyond the horizon to places like First Congregational UCC in Platteville, St. John UCC in Monroe, Plymouth Congregational UCC in Madison, and Trinity UCC in Portage.  These are all congregations within our Southwest Association.  We are individually unique, with different histories and theologies, different sizes and ways of worship, and yet we are in partnership with one another.  Our OCWM offerings go toward supporting staff positions and programs within the Association which mean so much to our mutual ministries.  As a pastor, I rely on the support of our Association.
Our Churches Wider Mission also supports the initiatives of the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ.  The Wisconsin Conference has approximately 240 churches within its bounds.  The Conference serves with congregations, pastors, laity, and wider church partners to provide networks of clergy support as well as provide a resource for all of its churches.  Financial support of Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center Camps, new church starts in Milwaukee, mission projects in Honduras and Chiapas Mexico, support of health and human service agencies, higher education and youth ministry programs all come from Our Churches Wider Mission offerings in 2008.
Our church has given much in mission support through the years.  We are using our many blessings to help strengthen the Southwest Association and the Wisconsin Conference.  We are strong because we live in a strong Association and Conference.   

Please consider supporting our newest initiative: Project: Mission Accomplished.  We are asking every member of the church to give $1 extra per week, which would be used to supplement Our Churches Wider Mission offering for 2009.  Please make sure you mark your gift on the offering envelope and/or place your mission offering in the box in the back of the church.  Together we can make a difference, not just in Sauk City, but in our Association, Conference, and national setting.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, April 5 – Palm Sunday
9:00-10:20 a.m.



Pancake Breakfast sponsored



by the Young Ambassadors

10:30 a.m.
Children’s palm procession

Worshippers at both services receive palms

Thursday, April 9 – Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service with Holy



Communion

Friday, April 10 – Good Friday
1:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Cooperative Ser-



vice at St. John’s Lutheran



Church-Prairie du Sac

7:00 p.m.
Worship at First UCC with 



Holy Communion

Sunday, April 12 – Easter Sunday
8:00 & 10:30 Worship services with Holy



  Communion

Put Your Faith Into 

One Pair Of Hands

One pair of hands formed the mountains; one pair of hands formed the sea.

One pair of hands made the sun and the moon, every bird, every flower, every tree.

One pair of hands formed the valleys, the ocean, the rivers, and the sand.

Those hands are so strong so when life goes wrong, put your faith into one pair of hands.

One pair of hands healed the sick, One pair of hands raised the dead, One pair of hands calmed the raging storm and thousands of people were fed.
One pair of hands said I love you,

and those hands were nailed to a tree.

Those hands are so strong so when life goes wrong, put your faith into one pair of hands.

Put your faith into one pair of hands.
Easter Garden

This year the Christian Fellowship Com-mittee is going to have an Easter garden in the front of the Church for Easter Sunday.  Anyone wishing to bring an Easter plant or flowers from home can bring them to the church on Saturday morning, April 11, to be used in the garden.  Anyone wishing to donate money toward the palm plants or Easter Lilies can continue to do so.  Any Easter plants brought in from home can be taken home after the service on Easter Sunday or you can donate them to church, and we will plant them in the flower bed at church.
Summary of March 19
Consistory Meeting
from Dianna Woerpel

Secretary's Report: Accepted.  Pastor's Report:  *Pancake breakfast Palm Sunday, April 5th, sponsored by the Young Ambassadors.  *Brat Stand in March and April sponsored by Young Ambassadors. *April 4th wedding of Mary Ruyle and Robert Taylor.  *Youth served 30-35 donators at Youth Retreat Stock Sale luncheon. *Nick Cluppert organizing volunteers for “Relay for Life” team for August 7th. *Pastor Bill to attend Pastor's Retreat in Chicago, April 27-28, as part of Continuing Education. *Southwest Association Spring meeting in Monroe on May 2nd. *State Association considering reducing number of state associations from four to two regional ones.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Swimming party on March 21st.  *Dye Easter eggs: April 5th.  *Easter Party on Saturday, April 11th.  *Confirmation scheduled for May 31st.  Building and Maintenance:  *Sanctuary being painted. *Bid submitted for parking lot repair.  *Office computer "crashed.”  Sharon Diehl able to get 3 year old donated one from CUNA.  *Thanks to Kay Roherty and Kevin Perry for moving files and installing.  Members in Ministry:  *Helped cover visits while Pastor Bill on vacation.  Pastor Parish:  *Meeting scheduled.  Christian Fellowship: *Project for replacing tables and chairs received a $10,000 donation.  *Mother/Child banquet planned for May.  *More fellowship events being planned.  *Tim Homar to represent Consistory on Committee.  Finance: *Next meeting March 24th.  *Considering Endowment Fund.  *Need additional members.  *Investment values down.  *Giving is up slightly.  *Continue separate Building Fund envelopes.  *$4,000 recently received from the Gordon Hartmann family for Memorial Fund.  *Will need special project to help fund parking lot repair.  Stewardship:  *Fritz Wyttenbach presented at church "Mission Accomplished" for donations to OCWM to meet last year's goal.  Suggested $1/week donation per member. *Polka band services planned for June.  150th Anniversary:  *Pastor Kendell Nordstrom and wife, Kay, here on March 15th for two services followed by potluck luncheon.  *Pastor Roger Wentz here on May 17th.  *Outside banner hung.  Unfinished business:  *Church sign needed at Walgreen’s corner. New Business:  *Investigate installing CO2 monitors in church.  *Reminder for last one out to lock doors when leaving building.
Minutes of March 10 Meeting

Christian Fellowship Committee
from Debbie Tschudy

Present:  Pastor Bill, Lois Pieper, and Debbie Tschudy

Old Business
New tables and chairs - no updates

Coffee fellowship - no updates

Women’s Sunday: February 8 – no updates

The soup/chili dinner fundraiser will be March 11 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Emily Fuchs is chair, and Rose Kleinert and Rita Larsen are co-chairing this event.  It was voted to have the money raised go to the OCWM – wider mission to help cover our shortage.  Emily called Debbie and said she is pretty set on the help and food that is needed for the dinner. 
New Business

We will have coffee fellowship on Sunday, March 15, when Pastor Kendell is here.  Debbie Tschudy will chair.  Lois Pieper said she will pay for donut holes for the coffee fellowship.  

April 5 is Palm Sunday – Debbie will check on purchasing palm plants for the church. 

The Young Ambassadors will have a breakfast between services on Palm Sunday. 

We discussed decorating the church for Easter Sunday.  We discussed the option of having members donate different types of Spring plants, potted or cut flowers for Easter Sunday, instead of just Easter Lilies.  Debbie mentioned that if members want to bring in Spring plants and don’t want to take them back home, they can let Cindy know; and they will be planted in the flower bed by the church parking lot.  

We discussed the Mother/Child Banquet.  We decided to have it on Thursday, May 7, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Lois had an idea of using the theme “Why God Made Mom’s,” and she has some interesting responses from second graders on some answers to that.  Debbie mentioned an idea for a game of using assorted words, like the magnetic word games, to put on tables and have everyone come up with some sentences to go with the theme Lois mentioned.  Pastor Bill suggested an idea of having everyone make a quilt block.  We will continue to discuss the idea of having the men provide and serve the food for the women and children.  This could be something simple like burgers or brats, salads, and cookies.  The idea was mentioned of a presentation by one of the basketweavers on how to make a basket.  We will discuss further at the next meeting.  Debbie will make some calls to see if anyone wants to chair this event.

Any other new business?   Pastor Bill mentioned the German Youth Exchange. 

Next meeting April 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

Greetings from your Music Director!  Dennis Kahn
Here we are in Lent just beginning to enjoy Spring.  However, summer is rapidly approaching and, again, this summer we would love to have special music for as many Sundays as possible.  This year, we have openings for special music from Sunday, June 2nd, through Sunday, Septem-ber 6th.  Please contact Denny Kahn at 370-6000 or 963-4915 if you would like to share your musical talents with us this year.  If you have been reluctant to get involved in music here at First Church, this may be an opportunity for you to give it a try.  I, your Music Director, would be happy to work with you to help you prepare for a summer music selection or help you become involved in the choirs.  Give me a call.  Happy Spring!
Come Worship With Us On Saturday Evenings

Our time to worship on Saturdays has begun.  Services begin at 5:00 p.m.  Once, again, we are grateful that Laura Maenche is sharing her “gifts” of music with us at these services as our organist.  Once a month, Laura will, also, be doing a piano special on the Baby Grand.  
Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast

The Young Ambassadors will sponsor a Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday, April 5, from 9:00-10:20 a.m.  Cost: free-will donation.  Come and enjoy good food and fellowship before or after you go to church.
Note to High School youth planning to go to Biloxi this summer:  Pastor Bill will meet with you during this time, also.

April’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday:  April 12

You decorate the seasons, Lord,
Each one a work of art;

And cover the earth with flowers,

That cheer and warm the heart.

You hear our prayers and answer, Lord,

In ways we do not know.

Your blessings overwhelm us, Lord,

Until we overflow!
Clay Harrison
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, let us decorate our April table for our King!
Have fun decorating and baking for
the season ~ Easter eggs, bunnies,

hot cross buns; blooming tulips and crocuses; reminding us of the beau-

tiful season of Spring God “created”
 for us to enjoy.
April Craft Clutch

The April Craft Clutch will meet on Satur-day, April 18, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.  Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Friends and family of the church are welcome!

Mother-Child Banquet
Great Grandmothers, Grandmothers, Mothers, All Children (Daughters & Sons), Women, and Friends:  It’s time to start thinking about our annual Mother-Child Banquet, which will be held on Thursday, May 7, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  More details will appear in future bulletins and the May SCOOP.  Hope to see you there!

Grandchildren Say The Cutest Things

After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded to wash her hair.  As she heard the children getting more and more rambunctious, her patience grew thin.  Finally, she threw a towel around her head and stormed into their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings.  As she left the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, “WHO WAS THAT?”


FROM THE HERT
From Waunita Fradette
Many thanks for your calls, your cards, and the well-wishers card from my friends at First Church during my illness.  Thanks to Pastor Bill for his comforting visit.  It means so much to have your prayers and kind thoughts.
From Emily Fuchs, Chair, and Rose Kleinert and Rita Larsen, Co-Chairs, Soup-Chili Supper

A huge thank-you to everyone who helped in any category making soup or chili, dessert or breads, coffee or lemonade; to those who cleared tables, washed dishes, or served soup or beverage.  You were appreciated!!
A very special thank you to Carl Barrett for fixing the electrical outlets in the kitchen and dining room in time for the chili-soup supper.  Your work was very hard and so needed and soooo appreciated!!  No blown fuses this year!!!!
All of the ‘togetherness’ gave our OCWM fund a boost of $494.00.  We can’t say thanks enough to all the people who supported this event.
From Rod and Carol Hehenberger
Carol and I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you for all the cards, calls, and warm thoughts of kindness during my recent illness.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits and thoughts.  It meant so much to realize how much people really do care.
From Pastor Kendell and Kay
Thank you all, again, for your hospitality and the opportunity to be part of your 150th Anniversary celebration!  It was a privilege to serve you.  The gift bag was a delight and appreciated.  May your vitality continue for another 150 years!  Blessings!
Thanks and
A Tip Of The Halo To
A special note of thanks to Waunita Fradette for all the years she chaired the Prayer and Care Circles.  Her countless phone calls and the many “thinking of you” cards she sent offered support and love to many of our members during their time of illness or loss.  Thank you, Waunita, for the incredible job you did with this important ministry of First U.C.C!  Your “beautiful heart” was witnessed in each and every call and card!
A big thank-you to Emily Fuchs for chairing the Soup-Chili supper fundraiser and to her co-chairs, Rose Kleinert and Rita Larsen.  You created a warm and happy place for people to eat and talk with one another!  (Despite Emily and Rose both being under the weather.)  A wonderful time was had by all!
Thank you to Lois Pieper for donating the donut holes for the Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, March 15.  You are a treasure!
The Legend of the Donkey’s Cross
Legend tells us that the donkey that carried Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday followed Him to Calvary.  Appalled by the sight of Jesus on the cross, the donkey turned away but could not leave.  It is said that the shadow of the cross fell upon the shoulders and back of the donkey.  A cross marking found on many donkeys today remains a testimony of the love and devotion of a humble, little donkey.

Memorials Report

Radio Ministry
Memorials were received in February in
We thank the March sponsors of our 8:00
loving memory of:

Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

Gordon Hartmann
Randy & Barb Kuhnau

Edward Patka
Al and Laura Maenche

Shirley & Merton Moely









     Sarah Smith and Sally Drew
   I will dwell in the house                                Mildred Steckelberg
       of the Lord forever!                                    Doris Steuber

                                  Psalm 23:6                                                  Sharal Steuber
                                                                                       Caroline & Edsel Steuber
Anniversaries In Our Church Family





Lucile and Rene Gasner, 62 years on April 12





Hedy and Bob Taylor, 54 years on April 16





Jennifer and Kevin Klingenmeyer, 5 years on April 24





Kim and Rick Peters, 25 years on April 28

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in April!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.
Please let us know if your name isn’t on the April birthday calendar!
April & May Ushers

8:00                April            10:30                    
 8:00                   May                  10:30



Liz Bongard
Kelli & Tim
Mark & Ron Pierick
Jeanann & Rick

Dave Bongard
    Straight

    Breininger

Phil Bongard
Nadene & Todd
Peggy Ganser
    Litscher 
Pastor Bill Kapp         Office Hours:
Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                              Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone:    643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                    E-mail:              bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker               Hours:  Monday through Friday:  8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary        Phone Number:  643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
                                   The answering machine is always on for you to leave a message.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                        504 Washington Avenue

                  Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


            APRIL 2009
APRIL
  2
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  4
Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.
  5
Sunday School “Craft Sale” ~ after the 8:00 service and before and after the 10:30 service

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast hosted by the Young Ambassadors:  9:00-10:20 a.m.

Organizational Meeting for High School Youth Interested In Going To Biloxi with
Pastor Bill ~ during the Pancake Breakfast 
  6
Week of April 6:  “Meals On Wheels”

  8
“Relay For Life” Team Organizational Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m. in Ed. Bldg. basement
  9
Maundy Thursday ~ 7:00 p.m.

10
Good Friday ~ 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran-Prairie du Sac; 7:00 p.m. at First U.C.C.
11
Annual Sunday School Easter Party ~ 1:00 p.m.

Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

12
Happy Easter ~ Jesus Christ Is Risen Today!

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Table

13
Week of April 13:  “Meals On Wheels”
14
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

16
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
18
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.


Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.
25
Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare 




provided)

Saturday Worship:
5:00 p.m.  (March 3 through May 26)
Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Sunday School News
by Margaret McFarlane
( Church camp brochures are available in the literature racks.  Please let us know if you are going to camp.  We will collect donations through May 17.

( Don’t forget our Mexican Children’s 

Refuge project.  Donations should be 

turned in by April 26.

( Our “Fun, Float, and Fellowship” was held on Saturday, March 21, at the S.P.H.S. pool.  We invited our Sunday School friends from First Presbyterian and Concordia Methodist.  Thirty-two people enjoyed the fun.

( Thanks to those who participated in singing on March 15.  The Sunday School choir will sing, again, on April 19.  Grade 2 will have a special part.
( April 5, students are welcome to join us in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.  We will quietly gather by the steps/ramp that leads up to the Sanctuary at 10:25.  
( Our annual Easter party is set for Saturday, April 11, at 1:00 p.m.  We will have an egg hunt, treats, Denman Kramer’s fantastic balloons, and fun!
Vacation Bible School

Planning has begun for our cooperative VBS 2009.  Classes will be held June 15-19 at our church.  Please contact Margaret at 643-6327, Pastor Bill, or the church office if you can help with leading a class, crafts, snacks, story telling, or assisting a teacher.  WE NEED YOU!  (Volunteers need to have completed 7th grade.)
Visit Our Craft Sale
On Sunday, April 5, some of the Sunday School classes will be selling crafts that they made ~ frames, garden stones, soap, notecards, etc.  The money from their sales will be given to our “Mexican Children’s Refuge” project.  The students are excited to help raise money.  Come check out the crafts after the 8:00 worship service and before and after the 10:30 worship service.
New Life In Jesus!
Our Sunday School will soon be watching the caterpillar’s journey of becoming a butterfly.  We will have a butterfly observation habitat in the Library.  We will be watching our butterfly larvae turn into chrysalides and then transform into butterflies.  When the weather is warm enough, we will release them outside.  In the same way, God works in each of us as He calls us to faith in Jesus and transforms our hearts and lives with His spirit!
Sauk Prairie “Relay For Life”
August 7th at 6:00 p.m.

until
August 8th at 8:00 a.m.

First U.C.C. will field a team at this year’s event.  Please consider participating!  We will raise money for a very worthy cause; and at the same time, have a great opportunity for fun and fellowship.

There will be an organizational Team meeting on Wednesday, April 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the basement of the Educational Building.

         We’d love to see you!

Our Turn for Mobile Meals

Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of April 6th and April 13th.  Two people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church if you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Open House to Celebrate

Verda McFarlane’s Birthday

Verda McFarlane will be celebrating her 85th birthday on Sunday, April 5, 2009.  Her family will host an Open House in her honor at the Pine Glen Senior Apartments, 930 Prairie Street, Prairie du Sac, from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  Come help her celebrate!  In lieu of gifts, bring memories to share.  

American Red Cross
Sauk Prairie Blood Drive
When:     April 13, 2009

Time:      1:00-6:00 p.m.
Where:   Evangelical Free Church

                1375 Lincoln Avenue

                Prairie du Sac

For an appointment, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.  Walk-Ins welcome!  The need is constant.  The gratification is instant.
First United Church of Christ has been asked to furnish bars or cookies and for two ladies to make sandwiches and fill trays with cookies/bars and sandwiches for three shifts for the Red Cross Bloodmobile.

If you are able to bake or work at the Blood-mobile, there is a sign-up sheet in the back of church.  Baked goods are to be brought to the Sauk Prairie Evangelical Free Church, 1375 Lincoln Avenue, Prairie du Sac, by Noon on April 13.

Your support is very appreciated and very important!

Sauk Prairie Head Start
Sauk Prairie Head Start is now taking applications for the fall of 2009 for children ages 3 to 5 years olds.  This is a federally-funded program for low-income families.

For an application or more information, call (608)643-2788 or stop at Sauk Prairie Head Start at 1906 North Street, Prairie du Sac, WI 53578.





Upcoming Special Events
*    Pastor Roger Wentz will be here on 
     May 17th.
*    Pastor Bob Rieke will be here on

     June 21st.
It’s Polka Time!
On Sunday, June 7th, the Bob Klinger Polka Band will be providing the music at both services.  Look for more details in the coming months.

150th Anniversary Notecards

Notecards commemorating our 150th Anniversary are on sale at the back of church.  Cost:  $3.00 for 6 notecards with envelopes.  What a lovely gift for yourself or for that special friend!
Wedding Pictures

Thank you to everyone who shared their wedding pictures with us!  It was such a joy to see all of them!  If you haven’t picked up your picture, you will find it on the Usher’s table.  

150th Anniversary Banner

Our 150th Anniversary banner is hanging outside between the Education Building and the doors going into the church.  Stop and take a look!

150th Anniversary T-Shirts

Did you want to order a t-shirt but missed the first deadline?  We have good news for you!  We will be putting in another order very soon.  There are order forms in the back of church or you can call the Church office and give your order to Cindy.  Don’t miss out on having one of our 150th Anniversary t-shirts.
(    (    (    (    (    (    (    (
Reverend Ole was the pastor of the local Norwegian Lutheran Church, and Pastor Sven was the minister of the Swedish Covenant Church across the road.

One day they were seen pounding a sign into the ground that said:

DA END ISS NEAR!

TURN YOURSELF AROUND NOW 

BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE.

As a car sped past them, the driver leaned out his window and yelled, “Leave us alone, you religious nuts!”

From the curve, they heard screeching tires and a big splash.  Rev. Ole turns to Pastor Sven and asks, “Do ya tink maybe DA sign should yust say “Bridge Out”?
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