March 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

This year marks the 150th anniversary of our church.  We are finding a number of ways to acknowledge this historic event and to celebrate our ministry together.  T-shirts, polka bands, banners, parties in the church park, etc.  We have invited every one of our former pastors to come back and preach and a few have indicated they will be available:

Rev. Kendall Nordstrom—March 15


Rev. Roger Wentz—May 17

Rev. Robert Rieke—June 21



Rev. Herb Feierabend—July 19
Our big celebration day will happen on October 18, 2009.  Wisconsin Conference Minister David Moyer will preach at both services.  After the worship services, we will go to the Community Center for a catered banquet.

So let the party begin.

Some of you may be saying, party???  You must be crazy or uninformed.  The news lately has been bleak.  We are in a recession.  Times are tough.  People are finding it difficult to hold onto their jobs, and many Americans are behind on their mortgage payments.

And yet, I believe that tough times call for bold actions (or celebrations).  The members of First UCC have been able to celebrate a lot of great ministry over the past 150 years through times tougher than these.  Let us embrace the spirit of a good celebration.

We have a lot to celebrate in spite of the challenges going on today.  We have been blessed by God in a number of ways: our families, our friends, our freedoms, our very lives. 

We can, also, celebrate that we believe in a God who will always be there for us, in good times as well as the lean times.  Nothing can separate us from God’s love.

I give thanks for this congregation, which has helped to nurture your relationship with God throughout the years.  You have created a wonderful fellowship in this church, a fellowship that I would like to see grow.  I think of church dinners when I think of celebrations.  Let the potluck dinner be one of the images to embrace.  Have we ever run out of food at a potluck?  No!  Everyone shares a little and yet each has twice what they can eat.  That is abundance through the miracle of sharing and working together.

Great celebrations lift up our unity and help us to set aside what divides for a common goal or good.  The truth is that our wealth as a nation or as a church does not lie in our economic prosperity but in our relationship with Jesus Christ and with one another.  I feel very blessed to be a part of First United Church of Christ in Sauk City.  There is a lot of great ministry to celebrate.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Come Worship With Us On Saturday Evenings
Our time to worship on Saturdays is just around the corner!  (  The first Saturday worship service will be March 7.  Services begin at 5:00 p.m.  Once, again, we are grateful that Laura Maenche will be sharing her “gifts” of music with us at these services as our organist.
Wednesday Evening

Lenten Schedule

March 4

         First Presbyterian




        @ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Virchow ~ “God’s Law Engraved On Stone and On Human Hearts”

March 11      

        First U.C.C.




        @ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide ~ “A Millstone As Metaphor For Punishment Of Sin”
March 18


Concordia UMC




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Kapp ~ “Jesus Is A Stumbling Stone/Rock of Salvation”

March 25


St. John’s-Leland





@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor John Smith III ~ “Jesus The Living Stone Upon Which The Church Is Founded”
April 1
Bethlehem UMC-Black Hawk



@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide ~ “Jesus, The Founda-tion Stone For Life”
April 10
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS



@ 1:00 p.m.



First United Church of Christ



@ 7:00 p.m.

                     “Good Friday”

Chili & Soup Dinner

The Christian Fellowship Committee is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on March 11.  Dinner will be served from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and desserts will be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service, which we are hosting this evening.
Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Emily Fuchs, Chair, at 643-8085, or Co-chairs, Rita Larsen at 544-5800 or Rose Kleinert at 370-1306.  There are sign-up sheets in the back of church.
All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!  All proceeds will go toward OCWM.  
Easter Garden

This year the Christian Fellowship Committee is going to have an Easter garden in the front of the Church for Easter Sunday.  Anyone wishing to bring a plant or flowers from home can bring them to the church on Saturday morning, April 11, to be used in the garden.  Anyone wishing to donate money toward the Palm plants or Easter Lilies can continue to do so.  Any plants brought in from home can be taken home after the service on Easter Sunday. 
Welcome the stranger: OGHS

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
With your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, the United Church of Christ offers hope and well-being to people around the world.  Working with international ministry partners and with the domestic UCC disaster and refugee and immigration networks, they use the offering to help people make vital basic improvements in their lives.  Nine Christian churches support One Great Hour of Sharing, a life-giving tradition that began in 1949.

By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, you join with communities struggling to overcome poverty, illiteracy, illness, and the dangers of wars and disasters.
Together we follow God’s call ~ sharing resources, changing lives!

The “One Great Hour of Sharing” special envelope is enclosed in this SCOOP.
Tongue Twister
Directions:  Say this three times fast. 
God’s grand gifts go global

and glow with grace and goodness:  
One Great Hour of Sharing!
(Answers to “Can You Spot?”)
The Difference OGHS Makes
Can you spot the 7 differences between these two pictures?
Word Creation
How many words can you make using the letters in the words below?
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
__________________ _________________
__________________ _________________
__________________ _________________
__________________ _________________
__________________ _________________

__________________ _________________

__________________ _________________

__________________ _________________

__________________ _________________

__________________ _________________

Memorials

Memorials were received in January in loving memory of:

                Gordon Hartmann
                Mary Jane (Dickerson) Krueger

Radio Ministry

We thank the February sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
Ruth Hehenberger, in loving memory of
    Donald Hehenberger
Steve and Marcia Thurwachter, in loving
    honor and celebration of Merton and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever!
Psalm 23:6
    Shirley Moely
Carl and Pat Barrett, in loving honor and
    celebration of Al and Laura Maenche
Becky Boss, in loving memory of 
    Patrick Boss
Anniversaries In our church family
Kelly and Cathy Riley, 25 years on March 17

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in March!
We acknowledge the 1st anniversary and anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; 

and all anniversaries over 50 years.

Ushers
8:00               March           10:30                    
             8:00           April                10:30



Tammy Young
Tom, Margaret, and
     Phil Bongard

Kelli & Tim

   
Megan 
Amanda McFarlane
     Dave Bongard
      Straight

    David Michael

     Liz Bongard


Nadene & Todd
Jackie Sliter

     Peggy Ganser

    Litscher
   Dustin
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org




   The church answering machine is always on.
“Live, Give, Love ….Beyond All Expectation”
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                     504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


March 2009
 4
Lenten Service at First Presbyterian Church ~ 7:30 p.m.

 5
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

 7
Saturday Worship resumes ~ 5:00 p.m.

Don’t forget to “spring” forward 1 hour before you go to bed
 8
Daylight Savings Time Begins

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
10
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

11
Chili & Soup Supper ~ 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.


We Host Lenten Service ~ 7:30 p.m.


Coffee & dessert following service
14
Saturday Worship ~ 5:00 p.m.
15
Welcome, Pastor Kendall Nordstrom!

Coffee fellowship between worship services


Potluck after 10:30 worship service

Sunday School Choir Sings ~ 10:30 a.m.

18
Lenten Service at Concordia UMC ~ 7:30 p.m.

19
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
21
Sunday School “Fun, Float, & Fellowship” ~ 3:30-5:30 p.m. at the S.P.H.S. Pool

Saturday Worship ~ 5:00 p.m.
25
Lenten Service at St. John’s Leland ~ 7:30 p.m.
28
Saturday Worship ~ 5:00 p.m.

“Happy 40th Birthday, Pastor Bill!”
Saturday worship:   5:00 p.m.
Sunday worship:      8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
                                                   (childcare provided at 10:30 service)
Sunday School:        9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

Our annual swimming party will be Saturday, March 21, from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  We are inviting Concordia and First Presbyterian Sunday Schools to join us.

During Lent, the Sunday School is collecting donations for the Mexican Children’s Refuge.  Pastor Herb and Bev Feierabend from our church are the coor-dinators of this home building project.

Donations can be sent to Sunday School or put in the offering plate.  Donations should be turned in by April 26.


March is church camp month!  Students in grades K-6 will hear about camp.  (See separate article.)

Thanks for the great choir participation on February 15.  The Sunday School choir will sing, again, on March 15.  Grades 5 & 6 will share a special part.
A new candlelighting schedule will be made for April and May.  If your child would like to participate, please let me know 

(643-6327).

On Palm Sunday, April 5, all students are welcome to join in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.

Our annual Easter party is set for Saturday, April 11, at 1:00 p.m.  We’ll have an egg hunt, treats, and fun afterwards.

Church Camp Is For All Ages!
Campers gather in the community of creation to share meals, songs, campfires, star-gazing, worship, water sports, and 
                                                                      9

more.  Church camp really is a wonderful way to relax, have fun, learn, and enjoy fellowship.

Brochures for the 2009 season have been mailed to those who participated last year; additional brochures are available in the literature racks, in the Sunday School rooms, and at the church office.  There are camps for young children all the way up to senior citizens.  Register for the camp you want by sending in the form and fee.  There are discounts if you register early!  
Let the Church office or Margaret know you will be attending.
The Sunday School Needs
Your Help!

Tell Us Why You
Love Our Church
In honor of the 150th Anniversary of First U.C.C., the Sunday School is putting together a book entitled, “I love our church because …”  Our younger students are drawing pictures and the older students are writing their thoughts.  We’d like to hear your thoughts, too!  We’ve had sheets available for you to write why you love First U.C.C., but we’ve only received a few responses!  Please take a few minutes and write a paragraph for our book.  We’ll add your pages to our book, and the students will get a chance to hear the responses from all ages in our Church.  Please return your contribution to the Church Office or leave it in the basket in the entry of the Education Building.  Thank you for participating in our anniversary fun!  The students will enjoy your thoughts!
Women’s Sunday

February 8, 2008
Women’s Sunday was held on February 8, 2009.  Thank you to Dianna Woerpel and Evonne Kundert, who co-chaired this special event.  The theme this year was:  “The Power To Do.”  Pastor Bill’s mother, Deborah Bailey, Minister for Women’s Concerns, United Church of Christ, editor of Common Lot, prepared the booklet that provided the resources for the service.  The white tablecloth that was used as our altar cloth for communion listed the names of all the women of First U.C.C.  The altar flowers were in loving memory of the women of the church who passed away in 2008-2009: Elizabeth “Betty” Ott, Florence Powers, Dorothy Wendt, Penny Roth, Ruth Accola, Iola Kamrath, and Ida Nelson.
Thank you to all of the women who participated in the program -- it couldn't happen without you!  A special thank you to Evonne Kundert, who provided the sermon for both services; to Men of A-Chord and First Choir for their special music; and to Dennis Kahn, our organist and music director.  
Open House to Celebrate

Verda McFarlane’s Birthday

       Verda McFarlane will be

        celebrating her 85th birthday on Sunday, April 5, 2009.  Her family will host an Open House in her honor at the Pine Glen Senior Apartments, 930 Prairie Street, Prairie du Sac.  

Come help her celebrate!  In lieu of gifts, bring memories to share.  
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 “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”

Sunday: March 8


[image: image1] If you like to bake 
[image: image2] and bring,

[image: image3] or you like to buy;
stop by and enjoy this special event.


[image: image4]
$143.45 was collected on February 8.

March Craft Clutch
The Christian Craft Clutch will not be meeting in March.
Grandchildren Say The
Most Precious Things!

A grandmother was telling her little grand-daughter what her own childhood was like: “We used to skate outside on a pond.  I had 

a swing made from a tire; it hung from a
tree in our front yard.  We rode our pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods.”  The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, “I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!”





A 150th Anniversary
Celebration Event
First United Church of Christ in Sauk City will be celebrating its 150th Anniver-sary throughout 2009.

On Sunday, March 15, at our 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services, Reverend Kendall Nordstrom will be our visiting guest Pastor.  Pastor Nordstrom served as First U.C.C.’s Interim Pastor in 2004 and 2005.

All members and friends of First United Church of Christ are welcome to come and worship with us on March 15!  We will be hosting a Coffee Fellowship between the two worship services.  A potluck in the Sanctuary dining room will follow the 10:30 worship service.

Please come and help us celebrate this special day in celebration of our 150th Anniversary!







7
It’s Polka Time!
On Sunday, June 7th, the Bob Klinger Polka Band will be providing the music at both services.  Look for more details in the coming months.
A Piece Of History

from John Bixler

When a group of men went up into the old parsonage attic to put in some insulation, my dad noticed that some of the attic floor joists were strangely notched.  John Accola, whose house was on the corner west of the Educational Building, knew the reason for the notches.  Those planks were originally side boards from a lumber raft that brought building materials down the Wisconsin River.  At the time the parsonage was built, many such rafts were beached and broken up at Sauk City to provide building material for the University and other Madison buildings.  Since the raft lumber was not “perfect,” it was probably donated to the church for use as non-load-bearing joists.

Thank you, John, for this memory!
Thanks and 

A Tip Of The Halo To
A special thank you to all who participated in this year's Women's Service.  Those who helped included:  Donna Seitz, Brenda and Nicole Ott, Patsy Hering, Sharon Mueller, Beth and Samantha Huerth, Evelyn Koenig, Emily Fuchs, Kelli Straight, Evie Accola, Lois Pieper, Sharal Steuber, Liz Bongard, Evonne Kundert, Dianna Woerpel, Rose Kleinert, Pat Barrett, Kati Homar, Deb Wells, Kim Baier, Amanda McFarlane, Superwoman Jody Kapp, Theresa Grimes, Kari Larsen, Deb Tschudy, Rita Larsen,
Cindy Baker, First Choir, and the Men of 
A-Chord.
This year we were considering the strengths of our church in the past and present.  We're looking to the future in ways God gives us "The Power To Do" by supporting our church, our faith, our community, and our environment.


FROM THE HERT
From Merton and Shirley Moely

Thank you to everyone who remembered Merton and I with cards on our wedding anniversary.  Thank you to Pastor Bill for his prayers and for coming to see us at Maplewood and for visiting me at the hospital.  I, also, want to thank my friends and family who prayed for me after my accident and for your visits.  Thank you, also, to the Prayer Circle and Members-In-Ministry.  All your visits, food, flowers, thoughts and prayers, and good deeds were truly appreciated!
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Christian Fellowship Committee

Minutes of February 10, 2009

Present:  Pastor Bill, Larry Johnson, Emily Fuchs, Carol Hehenberger, Dianna Woerpel, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, and Debbie Tschudy

Old Business
Carol Hehenberger brought in a sample of a chair we could purchase from Sam’s Club.  Still discussing new tables and chairs.
Coffee fellowship – We recently had three in a row, January 18, January 25, and February 1; and the newly remodeled space is working out very well.  Do we need to get other seating for the area?  Ceci Haines and 
Jody Kapp are checking on this.  Women’s Sunday ~ February 8 – Dianna Woerpel and Evonne Kundert are chairing.  We will have communion on this Sunday instead of the first Sunday of the month.  
New Business

The soup/chili dinner fundraiser will be March 11 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Emily Fuchs is chair, and Rose Kleinert and Rita Larsen are co-chairing this event.  It was voted to have the money raised go to the OCWM – wider mission – to help cover our shortage. 

We will have Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, March 15, when Pastor Kendall is here.  Debbie Tschudy will chair this. 

April 5 is Palm Sunday – Debbie will check on purchasing palm plants for the church. 

Decorating the church for Easter Sunday – Lois and Sherry mentioned Lent begins February 21, and the color is purple.  We discussed the option of having members donate different types of plants, potted or cut flowers, for Easter Sunday, instead of just Easter lilies.  

Fellowship activity for March – The Anniversary Committee is working on events for when we have visiting Pastors in March, May, June, and July.
Lois mentioned the Mother/Child Banquet and suggested a speaker – Jerry Hall, Down Under.  There was a suggestion from Larry that maybe the men could serve food at this event.  It usually is a potluck supper.  We will discuss further at the next meeting.

Pastor Bill will be talking to the Youth about a Palm Sunday Breakfast.
Next meeting – March 10, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.
My Sunday Paper

“Where is my Sunday paper?” the irate customer calling the newspaper office loudly demanded, wanting to know where her Sunday edition was.

“Ma’am,” said the newspaper employee, “today is Saturday.  The Sunday paper is not delivered until tomorrow, on Sunday.”

There was quite a long pause on the other side of the phone, followed by a ray of recognition, as she was heard to mutter, “Well, so that’s why no one was at church today!”  

Communion Server Schedule
March through April 10, 2009
March 1, 2009
8:00 a.m.
Fritz Wyttenbach

Terry Steuber
Tom Zimmerman

Dwane Kuhnau




10:30 a.m.
Heidi Liverseed

Shawn Liverseed

Carl Barrett

Sue Barth

April 5

8:00 a.m.
Dave Kolb

Rita Larsen

Ed Larsen

Herm Tschudy




10:30 a.m.

Rick Breininger

Nadene Litscher

Larry Johnson

Evelyn Accola

April 9
Maundy Thursday
Altar


        7:00 p.m.

Evelyn Koenig

Kelli Straight

Emily Fuchs

April 10
Good Friday

Altar



    7:00 p.m.

Fritz Wyttenbach

Carol Hehenberger

Jamie Wittwer
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Each Week


Wednesday





Men of A-Chord


5:45 p.m.*


First Choir


6:30 p.m.*





Thursday





Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m.





* Note change of time until


   Easter.








