February 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I’ve been reading a book entitled “The Twelve Keys to Spiritual Vitality”.  The book uses the metaphor of gardening to illustrate the tender care with which we ought    to treat ourselves: 

“A gardener’s first job is to tend the soil. Gardeners cherish the soil; they let it sift through their fingers with great gratitude; they cultivate it, nourish it, water it, and keep it free from weeds and other pests.  Why does a gardener do this?  When the soil is fertile, it accepts the seed into its gentle embrace.  The seed finds there the best possible environment for maximum growth, the place where God’s power can infuse that seed with life.  The gardener doesn’t make the tomatoes grow, or the roses grow, or the marigolds grow; only God provides the power for that.  The gardener merely ensures that the environment is as conducive to growth as possible.”

The book suggests that we all have a garden to tend—the garden of our soul.  God can do wondrous things in our lives when we tend to our spiritual gardens.  But how do we do that if we’re not good at growing things?  The book suggests using these twelve gardening tools of spiritual vitality: 

1. Transform your attitudes about maturation.

2. Seek love everywhere.

3. Delight in connectedness.

4. Live in the now.

5. Accept your true self.

6. Forgive others and self.

7. Let go of anger and inner turmoil.

8. Give of yourself to others

9. Celebrate your faith.

10. Discover the deep meaning in your life.

11. Make your feelings work for you.

12. Achieve balance in your life.

These keys are like the hoes, rakes, and watering cans that you would need to tend a flower or vegetable garden.  The better we can incorporate these twelve keys into our everyday living, the better prepared we will be to harvest God’s abundance from the garden of our lives.  
Blessings,

Pastor Bill

Women’s Sunday
Women’s Sunday will be February 8th at both services.  This year’s theme will be "The Power to Do" and will be based on a program edited by Deborah Bailey (Pastor Bill’s mom). (  We will be using the white tablecloth with the names of all the women of First U.C.C. as the altar cloth while communion is served.  Evonne Kundert will deliver the sermon at both worship services.  This year consider the strengths of our church in the past and present and help us look to the future in ways God gives us “The Power to Do” by supporting our church, our faith, our community, and our environment.

Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “Stories.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m., except on Ash Wednesday, there will be two services: 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  The Good Friday services are at 1:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran-Prairie du Sac and 7:00 p.m. at First United Church of Christ.  The offerings collected at these services support coopera-tive Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening

Lenten Schedule

February 25
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS



1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes)
Pastor Kendall Schlittler ~ “Stones of the Covenant”
March 4


First Presbyterian




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Virchow ~ “God’s Law Engraved On Stone and On Human Hearts”
March 11      

First U.C.C.




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide ~ “A Millstone As Metaphor For Punishment Of Sin”
March 18


Concordia UMC




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Kapp ~ “Jesus Is A Stumbling Stone/Rock of Salvation”

March 25


St. John’s-Leland




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor John Smith III ~ “Jesus The Living Stone Upon Which The Church Is Founded”
April 1
Bethlehem UMC-Black Hawk


@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide ~ “Jesus, The Foundation Stone For Life”
April 10
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS


@ 1:00 p.m.



First United Church of Christ



@ 7:00 p.m.

                     “Good Friday”
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February SCOOP
February 2009





 This month’s SCOOP is in loving
1
9:00 a.m. Worship Service



 memory of Pat Boss ~ a beloved

Annual Meeting follows service ~ 10:15 ‘ish
 husband, father, son/son-in-law,

(Childcare available at both the service and meeting)   brother/ brother-in-law, uncle, 

(No Sunday School and Confirmation Classes)            and friend.
 2
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
 5
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
6-8
Junior Youth Retreat @ Kalahari in WI Dells
 7
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.
 8
Women’s Sunday with Holy Communion

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
10
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
14
 “Happy Valentine’s Day” 
15
Sunday School Choir sings ~ 10:30 a.m.
19
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
25    Ash Wednesday ~ Services at St. John’s Lutheran-

        Prairie du Sac ~ 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

 “A prayerful heart is a reverent, humble heart.”

Sunday Worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:  
9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Confirmation: 
9:00-10:15 a.m.
Memorials Report

Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in December in loving memory of:



Ellis Buroker



Iola Kamrath
As the Father has loved me,
so have I loved you.
Now remain in my heart.
John 15:9
We thank the sponsors of the January radio broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:

Lucy Coenen and Lorene Sprecher, in loving
     memory of Herman & Kate Fuchs and
     Ervin Sprecher;
Maxine Cairns, in celebration and honor of
     her January birthday;
John and Pat Shelby, in celebration and 
     honor of their 44th wedding anniversary;

Vera and Zona Dickerson, in loving memory
     of Glenn, Gaige, Carol Ann, Terry, and

     Mary Jane

Anniversaries In Our Church Family 
Carl & Pat Barrett, 30 years on February 2

Merton and Shirley Moely, 67 years on February 7
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February!
Please let the church office know if we miss yours.
Ushers


             8:00                                               February                                 10:30




Donna Seitz         


    Terry Steuber


Brenda & Steve Ott

                  Phil, Sue, and Jamie Barth


Nicole Kippley Ott
The 2009 usher and communion server schedules will be mailed soon.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Sunday School News
by Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  35 people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either

bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 1, due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9 a.m. service and 10 a.m. meeting, there will be a 

nursery available and a movie for school age students.

A new schedule of candlelighters was sent home with the February letter on January 25.  Please call me at 643-6327 if your child would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets have been 

assigned to the third Sunday of the month.

The Sunday School Choir sounded great 

on January 18.  We will be singing again 

on Sunday, February 15, at the 10:30 service.  Grades 3 & 4 will do something special before the choir sings.

OurFun, Float, & Fellowship is on Saturday, March 21, from 3:30-5:30 p.m. Watch for future details!
March will be church camp month.  We will start our donation fund for summer campers.

Greetings From Your Music Director   Dennis Kahn
 

It's hard to believe we are already more than a month past Christmas.  Hopefully, Lent and Easter won’t sneak up on us, and spring will surprise us and arrive early!

 

Both First Choir and Men of A-Chord are back at preparing music for Sundays and Lent.  I would like to extend an invitation to any and all to come and join us to help make our worship as musically fulfilling as possible.

 

Men of A-Chord and First Choir will modify rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A-Chord will rehearse from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m., and First Choir will begin at 6:30 and conclude at 7:15 p.m.  This will allow members to be able to get to the Lenten services, which begin at 7:30 p.m.  This change will begin on March 4th.  On February 25th, Men of A-Chord will rehearse at 5:45, but First Choir will not rehearse, due to the Ash Wednesday Service at St. Johns being at 6:30.

 

I would like to thank everyone for his or her wonderful support of our music ministry here at First Church.
How About Sponsoring A

Sunday Radio Broadcast

or Our Monthly Newsletter
If you would like to remember or honor a family member or friend by sponsoring a Sunday morning worship service radio broadcast or our monthly newsletter, please call the church office.  The cost of sponsoring a radio broadcast is $61, and the cost of sponsoring a monthly SCOOP  is $50 (cost of paper and postage).  There are many dates available!
Consistory Meeting Summary:

January 15, 2009
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Opening prayer: Pastor Bill.  Secretary's report: accepted.  Pastor's Report:  *New Member Sunday: January 18.  *Pulpit Exchange: January 25: Pastor Bill will be at Merrimac UMC, and Pastor Joel Bradtke, from Immanuel Lutheran-Merrimac, will be here.  *Pastor Bill at Pines Assisted Living and Maplewood on January 22.  *Women's Sunday: February 8.  *Lenten Schedule: our Church hosting on March 11.  Chili-Soup Supper planned.  *Youth Retreat: February 6, 7, and 8 at Kalahari.  27 youth and adults going.  *Youth Ambassadors from Germany here from July 4-11, in Biloxi for one week, and back here on July 19.  *Pastor Bill's vacation in December cancelled; rescheduled for February 23 to March 1.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  Bowling Party on January 18.  Building and Maintenance:  *Getting bids for parking lot repair and Sanctuary painting.  *To be reported at Annual Meeting.  Christian Fellowship:  *Coffee Fellowships planned for New Member Sunday and Annual Meeting.  *Women's Sunday: February 8.  Finance:  Presented proposed 2009 budget.  Stewardship:  All Church committees meeting on January 22 from 6-8 p.m.  Child care provided.  150th Anniversary:  *New banner being hung.  *Outside banner being ordered.  *T-shirts to be ordered soon.  Unfinished Business:  *Annual budget reviewed and discussed.  *Capital budget to be presented separately from operating budget.  Consistory Nominations:  Tim Homar, to replace Rick Breininger; and Carol Hehenberger and Shawn Liverseed 
“…the Father himself loves you!”
John 16:27

recommended for a second three-year term.  *Pastor/Parish nominations not completed.  *Annual Meeting reviewed.  New Business:  Consistory Potluck dinner after Annual Meeting at Woerpel’s.
All Committees Meeting

Summary: January 22, 2009

Members who are currently serving on a church committee(s) gathered in the church basement, at the request of the Stewardship Committee.  Fritz Wyttenbach led the discussion.  The committees discussed the strengths and weaknesses of the church.  What makes First United Church of Christ a great church?  Although the list is long, the committees captured the top five strengths.  They are as follows:  (1) The People (this includes the children of the church), (2) Our Pastor Bill, (3) Our Sunday School, (4) Worship, and (5) Music.  With strengths come weaknesses and/or areas where the church needs to improve upon.  The top five areas of improvement are: (1) Our Youth ~ getting the youth more involved with our services, i.e., suggestions ~ reading in church, conducting the radio room, greeting, etc., (2) Giving, (3) Church Participation/

Attendance, (4) New Traditions, and (5) Welcoming Newcomers.  It is our goal as committees of the church to work together on our improvements.  

Christian Fellowship Committee Summary: January 13, 2009
Christian Fellowship committee met January 13, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.

Present:  Pastor Bill, Carol Hehenberger, Dianna Woerpel, Evonne Kundert, Sherry Pieper, and Debbie Tschudy

CFC Meeting Summary (Continued)
Old Business
We discussed the purchasing of new tables for the kitchen dining area.  An inventory of tables and chairs in the church lower level was done by Carol Hehenberger, and there are 199 chairs and 55 tables, including the 5 new white ones.  Carol and Sherry will go to Sam’s Club on Saturday to look at the color choices of tables.  It was decided to hold off on purchasing new chairs for now.  Carol will check back with McFarlane’s on the color. 

New Business

We will have coffee fellowship on Sunday, January 18, New Member Sunday, and January 25, Pulpit Exchange Sunday, between services.  Also on Sunday, February 1, after the 9:00 service – before the annual meeting.  Liz Bongard will Chair the January 25 coffee fellowship, and Sherry and Carol will Chair February 1.

Discussed the Women’s Sunday, which is coming up on February 8.  Communion will be this Sunday instead of February 1.  Dianna and Evonne nicely offered to be Chairs this year.

A fundraiser Soup-Chili dinner will be held on Wednesday, March 11, from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.   
Next meeting February 10, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.

We Welcomed
Craig and Mara Wyttenbach into our church family on Sunday, January 18.  Their home address and phone number is: 406 Badger Lane, Waunakee, WI 53597; (608)279-3760.
A Request From Our
150th Anniversary Committee
In the continuing celebration of our 150th  Anniversary, we will be celebrating

Love

in February.

We are looking for wedding pictures of people married here at First U.C.C.  Maybe you, a daughter or son, your parents or grandparents were married here.  We plan on having a display of wedding pictures with the names and dates of the couples.

If you have any pictures, please bring them to church or call Liz Bongard at 643-6391 or Sherry Pieper at 643-6911.

We hope to hear from you!

…..the hearts you touch,
…..the wisdom you share,
…..the love you show, 
All of these reveal the ways the Lord Jesus is at work in you, shaping and forming your heart, so that it conforms more closely to the contours of His own.

From Thank You For Serving With A Heart Like Jesus by Dr. Jan L. Fryar
February “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday: February 8

to baketo bring, to buy.
This is your chance to treat

your special a little early
$83.00 was collected in January.

We appreciate your participation
verymuch! 
February Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, February 7, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  

“Come and have some fun.”

Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
                             Chili & Soup Dinner

The Christian Fellowship Committee is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on March 11.  Dinner will be served from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and desserts will be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service.

Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Emily Fuchs, Chair, at 643-8085, or Co-chairs, Rita Larsen at 544-5800 or Rose Kleinert at 643-7091.  There will be sign up sheets at the back of church shortly.

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!



FROM THE HERT

From Merton and Shirley Moely

We would like to thank everyone who sent Christmas and birthday cards to Merton.  Thank you, also, for your gifts of cookies and candy, the lovely afghan, as well as the visits.
From Carl Barrett

Thank you to everyone who remembered me after my surgery with your kind words, thoughts, cards, phone calls, and prayers.  

From Sharal Steuber
Heartfelt thanks to Pastor Bill for his calls, visits, and prayers during my recent hospitalization.  Thanks, too, to my family and friends at First Church for their calls, cards, and prayers.  You all are very special to me.  May God bless you and thanks, again, for caring!


“Thank you” to the following people who came and cleaned at church on Saturday, January 3, 2009:  Sherry Pieper, Harley and Rosemary Lichtenwalner, Dianna Woerpel, Theresa and Scott Grimes, Carol Hehenberger, Deb Tschudy, and Lois Pieper.
   NONPROFIT  ORG


   US POSTAGE PAID





PRAIRIE DU SAC WI        


     PERMIT NO 30





Each week





Wednesday


Men of A-Chord


6:15 p.m.





First Choir


7:00 p.m.





Thursday


Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m.





ANNUAL MEETING


February 1, 2009,


approx. 10:15 a.m., 


following 9:00 a.m. 


Worship Service





BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








