January 2009

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

A new year is upon us and as the saying goes, “Out with the old and in with the new”.  Many of us are thinking about making New Year’s resolutions for ourselves.  As you know from my previous newsletter articles, I don’t make a lot of resolutions for the upcoming year because I tend to be too ambitious and unrealistic when it comes to the goals I set for myself.
Even though I shy away from making New Year’s resolutions for myself, there is one resolution that I would like the members of First United Church of Christ to consider making for 2009: Creating more opportunities for fellowship in the life of our congregation.

This next year will be a nice opportunity for the members and families of our congregation to come together in fellowship as we celebrate 150 years of ministry.  I believe that our connections with the church strengthen as our relationships with one another get stronger.  I have a lot of thoughts and ideas that I would like to implement in this next year that relates to fostering fellowship at First United Church of Christ.
There is an event planned for Thursday January 22nd at the church that our Stewardship Committee has created—a joint committee meeting.  We would like to see everyone who is involved in the life of the church to participate on this special night:

Committees—Finance, Christian Fellowship, Pastor Parish Relations, Anniversary, Building and Maintenance, Consistory and Stewardship

Other groups—Members-in-Ministry, Choir and Music Ministry, Sunday School, Missions, Youth, Christian Craft Clutch, Ushering, Radio Booth, Communion Preparers and Servers, Church Decorating and Prayer Circle
It is our hope that every member of every committee and church group can gather as one as we celebrate our life together at First UCC.  The Stewardship Committee wishes to acknowledge the many ways in which our members share of their time and talents.  Every group will have a few minutes to explain what they do at the church.
The event will run from 6-8 pm and childcare will be provided.  Coffee and desserts will be served.  Every member of our church is invited and encouraged to attend.
Blessings, Pastor Bill

but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary 

2009 Annual Report
Copies of the 2009 Annual Report will be available in the back of church beginning Sunday, January 18.  If you would like a copy of the report mailed to you, please call the church office.

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 25, we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange.  Pastor Bill will be at Merrimac United Methodist Church, and Pastor Joel Bradtke from Immanuel Lutheran-Merrimac will be here at First U.C.C.
Salvation Army
Christmas Kettles

The Salvation Army helps the less fortunate in so many ways: with fuel and electric bills, with health care supplements, with food and shelter, and with disaster relief.  

Our thanks to everyone from First UCC and the Sauk-Prairie community who helped in this year’s kettle drive.  $4,820.04 was collected.  Thank you!

December Consistory Meeting

from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Opening Prayer: Pastor Bill.  Opening Devotions: Dianna Woerpel.  Bills and Financial: Recommendation that painting of Sanctuary and other maintenance projects be added to 2009 budget.  *Year will end in red, which was predicted.  Economy and loss of long-term members contributing to less income.  Pastor’s Report:  *Church scholarship will go through Sauk Prairie School’s Foundation for Excellence Committee as in past years.  *Salvation Army Bell Ringing collected $2,209.14, with 14 church members volunteering.  Other churches will, also, be helping.  *Bible Study six-part series completed.  New series to start in 2009.  *Membership Activity Study reported.  Several names added to inactive list after recent letter and response.  *Youth Retreat: February 6, 7, and 8 at Kalahari Resort.  25 youth and adults attending.  *Advent events included Sunday School caroling, H.E.L.P. project, Music Sunday, Sunday School Christmas program, Christmas Eve service, and visits/communion with shut-ins.  *Baptism planned for January 11.  *Final week of vacation for Pastor Bill planned for December 28 to January 3.
Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Teachers’ staff meeting December 8.  *Third floor classrooms need painting.  Building and Maintenance:  *Rick Breininger and church members insulated Sanctuary ceiling at cost of $1,300.  (Bid for professional insulating was $5,500.)  *Maintenance needs being prioritized, including painting, parking lot repair, parsonage porch repair, and bell tower repair.  Hope is many projects can be done by members to help save money.  Members in Ministry:  *Sharal Steuber coordinating with many visits being made.  Christian Fellowship Committee:  *December meeting involved helping with H.E.L.P. project, coffee fellowship on Music Sunday, Sanctuary decorating for Advent and Christmas.  *Set to remove decorations and clean on January 3.  Finance:  *Budget being prepare.  Stewardship:  *Considering polka band service, possible pancake breakfast, continuing Stewardship moments, joint meeting of all committees on January 22 at 6:30 p.m.  Anniversary Committee:  *T-shirts for sale.  *Anonymous grant of $1,000 toward Anniversary expenditures.  *Banner being made.  Unfinished Business:  *Narthex furniture being considered.  *Sound system problems being investigated.  New Business:  *2009 budget.  *Special meeting of Consistory after January 4 worship service. *Nominating Committee preparing names for Consistory and Finance Committee vacancies.  *Annual Meeting scheduled for February 1 after 9:00 a.m. worship service.  *Quorum not present last year requiring second meeting.  Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.  Next Regular Meeting: January 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Cleaning Day At Church

All are invited to help with our first cleaning day in 2009 on Saturday, January 3, starting at 9:00 a.m.  Come when you can and stay as long as you can.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church.  If you have any project(s) to add to the cleaning list, please call the church office.

January Craft Clutch  
This month’s craft clutch will be

on Saturday, January 10, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.


[image: image1]
January “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday
Thank you to everyone who baked, brought, and/or bought in 2008!  We collected $151.00 at our beautifully adorned December table.
Our first 2009 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be January 11.  Let’s see how we can “decorate” our first table of the new year!  All proceeds will be going toward purchasing tables and chairs for our dining room.
A big thank-you to Pastry Hering and Sharon Mueller for coordinating this project in 2008!
New Member Sunday

On Sunday, January 18, we will be receiving new members into our church family.  We'll receive members at the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services by Affirmation of Faith (a brief service where you will be asked to stand where you are sitting requiring several covenant responses); by Letter of Transfer from another church; or by Reactivation of Membership, if you were at one time a member of our church.  Please let Pastor Bill know if you would like to become a member of First U.C.C. on the 18th.
The students and staff of The Crossing send a huge thank you to First UCC in Sauk City for serving a meal to us on October 26, 2008.  We especially thank your cooks and servers.  Those we know of are Hunter Kippley, Brandon Laroche, Steve and Brenda Ott, Susan Herbrand, Carissa Herbrand, and Pastor Bill Kapp.  In the midst of your busy lives, we are grateful to you for remembering us!  Food is always a way into the heart of a student!  Thank you!



FROM THE HERT

From Merton & Anna Zick
Many thanks to all who expressed their sympathy, in any way, in the death of my sister, Myrtle Hensen.

From Roland & Alma Krenz
We would like to thank everyone for their cards and prayers in our two losses, brother-in-law, Harold Johnson, and brother, Gilbert Krenz, within two weeks of each other.  Thank you Pastor Bill and Liz for your calls and prayers.  Again, thank you everyone!

From Gloria Ramsey
I want to thank the Lord for being with me and Pastor Bill and First United Church of Christ members for the prayers, phone calls, visits, gifts, flowers, cards, and letters during and after my stay at Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital.  From the bottom of my heart, thank you!

From Rick Breininger

It’s Finally Done!!  After 150 years, our church attic has finally been insulated.  Over the past years, our heating bills have risen to around $12,000.00 a year, and our air conditioning costs keep going up as well.  Worse yet, the ice damming on the roof is tearing off all our woodwork around the building.  Something had to be done.
On Friday, December 5, Tom McFarlane gave us a large truck to use.  Todd Litscher, Chris Garcia, Steve Ott, and I took the truck and went to Baraboo to get insulation.  On Saturday morning, at 6:00 a.m., Todd Litscher, Chris Garcia, Kevin Hasheider, Steve Ott, and Todd Baier, who already had his Saturday completely filled, showed up at the church and started blowing insulation.  With one break in the day for a wedding, we finished at 11:00 at night.  What a great project completed!
We hope to see the savings from this project immediately.  If you would happen to see any of these men, please give them a huge thank-you!  They truly gave a full weekend for the church, and the church really needed them!!

Thank you so much, guys!
(and you, too, Rick!)
From Verda McFarlane
I would like to thank everyone who remem-bered me with cards, calls, and visits after my recent surgery.  Thanks to Pastor Bill for his words of encouragement before surgery.  Happy New Year!

From the Christian Fellowship Committee

Thank you to everyone that helped with the toy washing on December 4 and for bringing in all the treats and refreshments for us to enjoy while we worked.

Music At First Church
 

What with Advent, The Music Festival, The Sunday School Program, and Christmas Eve; much music heralded Christmas this season at First Church.  However, I applaud Pastor Bill's philosophy that Christmas only has just begun and much more celebrating is to come!  With that in mind, please consider getting involved in music at First Church as we continue to celebrate Christmas, approach Lent, and await the Easter season.
 

None-the-less, special thanks do go out to all those who contributed music to our worship in the month of December.  They include: The Men of A Chord, Merton, Jack, Zhana, Libby, Kiana, Kristy, Tom, Larry, Laura, The Sunday School, Marsha, The First Choir, Pastor Bill, Jody, Jacob, and Ben.
 

Phil Schwarz stopped by in December to do a much needed tuning of our organ.  He commented that not only is the instrument holding up very well, but that our church is "one of the best that he has ever dealt with."  It is always nice to hear great things about our church from others.  What with the state of the economy, we are so fortunate that we have our organ and a quality person to care for it!  
Thanks to all who support our music ministry and contribute their talents throughout the year!  As you consider resolutions for the New Year, perhaps one could be "bringing your voice to First Church!"  Happy New Year!  - Denny
Christian Fellowship Committee

Tradition for the former Women's Guild was a special program in early December.  Now that the Women's Guild and Program Committee have merged into the Christian Fellowship Committee, the program this year was an active one where everyone was invited to help wash toys for the H.E.L.P. ~ Help Excite Little People ~ toy event.  Margaret McFarlane got us started by giving a history of the H.E.L.P. program and explaining what to do with the toys and books.  Liz Bongard, Rose Kleinert, Emily Fuchs, Sherry Pieper, Carol Hehenberger, Rita Larsen, Deb Tschudy, Kathy Johnson, Marlene Larsen, Jody Kapp, and Dianna Woerpel got their hands wet cleaning toys.  Fun, food, and fellowship made it a special evening.
 “Don’t cry because it’s over;

Smile because it happened.”

Dr. Seuss

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

                                                      SCOOP
January 2009
  1
“Happy New Year!”
  3
Cleaning Day at church ~ beginning at 9:00 a.m.
  4
Special Consistory Meeting after Worship Service
10
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

11
Epiphany


“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

13
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

15
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
18
New Member Sunday


Sunday School Choir sings ~ 10:30 service


Sunday School Bowling at Riviera Bowl ~


1:00-2:30 p.m.

22
All Committees Meeting ~ 6:00-8:00 p.m.


(Child care will be provided.)
25
“Pulpit Exchange” Sunday: Pastor Joel Bradtke from Immanuel Lutheran-Merrimac

will be at First U.C.C.

Sunday worship:   8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) & 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:     9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult




 9:00-10:15 a.m. Confirmation
Memorials Report

          Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in November
in loving memory of:


Iola Kamrath

We thank the December sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

Paul Schulz, in loving memory of 



Maynard and Victoria Schulz

Phil, Sue, and Jamie Barth, in loving


memory of Jacob Barth

VaLera and Alton Accola, in loving
    
memory of Roy Accola
    Rose Kleinert, in loving memory of 

Dave Kleinert
Ushers

8:00              January         10:30                              8:00              February            10:30___
Charmaine & Charles

Donna Seitz
Sue, Jamie, & Phil

Carter
Bill Steckelberg
Brenda & Steve Ott
    Barth
Walt Dickerson
Donna Kaufman
Nicole Kippley

Terry Steuber


Jamie Wittwer
Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Attention ushers, communion servers, and new members   
If you want to be added or deleted from the 2009 schedules, please contact the church office by January 15.  Thank you!
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

Classes will resume on January 4 at
9:10 a.m.  We will celebrate January birthdays.


Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows that we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 4th, 5th, & 6th grade students and adults who helped paint them.  They looked wonderful!

We had a total of 72 carolers on December 7!  Thanks to all the students, parents, and staff who helped brighten the holidays for those at Maplewood Village and The Pines.


Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table.  We had a full truck upon delivery.  Special thanks to the Confirmation students, who helped with the packing.

The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the 
staff, parents, the 8th grade Confirmands, and Pastor Bill for helping make the program a reality.  We appreciate the participation of Jody Kapp, Lois Pieper, Liz Bongard, Dianna Woerpel, Sydney Litscher, and Dakota Hasheider.
The Sunday School choir will sing on January 18 at the 10:30 service.

We are planning a bowling party on Sunday, January 18, from 1:00-2:30 p.m., at the Riviera Bowl.  The price is $3.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


Looking ahead: there will be no Sunday School on February 1, due to the Annual Meeting.
First UCC Church Directories

The following members can pick up their Directory at the table in the back of church at your convenience:  Carl & Pat Barrett; Theresa Doty; Lowell & Winnie Grass; Forrest Hartmann; Tim & Sue Herbrand; Kevin & Jennifer Klingenmeyer; Gerry Lange; Janet Lange; Bartley & Margaret Mauch, Craig & Pam Perry; Scott & Brenda Perry; David & Gloria Ramsey; Larry & Tina Wilkinson; and Tom & Audrey Zimmerman.

Please check your name off the list when you pick up your Directory.  Thank you!

A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, and a great big

THANK YOU to:

Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was, again, a great success!  The toys and teen items were made available to approximately 45 families.  Many thanks for all the wonderful donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As always, the monetary donations were appreciated and were used to buy batteries and items for teens.  My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired items, or helped during the distribution:


Liz Bongard
Patsy Hering


Pastor Bill & Jody Kapp
Rita Larsen

Sandy Schlender
Shirley Mitchell

Millie Larsen
Sharal Steuber

Lucinda Gruber
Craig & Mara Wyttenbach

Carol Hehenberger
Amanda McFarlane

Shirley Moely
                       Dianna Woerpel



Evonne Kundert


Kim Baier




Marlene Larsen


Sherry Pieper




Lois Pieper



Emily Fuchs




Deb Tschudy


Kathy Johnson




Isaac, Zach, and Colby Powers
Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for our Sauk Prairie children!

Margaret McFarlane,
H.E.L.P. Coordinator

Those who made it Christmas
Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, First Choir and Men of A-Chord, Laura Maenche, all guest musicians and vocalists; all who helped with decorating the church; Margaret McFarlane for planning and directing the Sunday School program and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P. project; ushers and communion servers; Advent candle lighters; and last but not least, Chris, our custodian.  Your time, talents, and efforts during this season are GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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Each Week





(


Wednesdays


Men of A Chord


6:15 p.m.





First Choir


7:00 p.m.





Thursdays


Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m.





Annual Meeting Preview





As stipulated by our Constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February -- this year the 1st -- for an Annual Meeting.  Business to be conducted includes a review of 2008, plans for our future, adoption of the 2009 budget, and election of Finance Committee and Consistory members.  The February 1st meeting will begin immediately following our 9 a.m. worship service.  Our 8 a.m. WRPQ-740AM radio broadcast will be pre-recorded.











