December 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I went Christmas shopping the other day.  As many of you know, I like shopping about as much as I like getting a tooth pulled.  I’d rather clean out the garage or re-organize the kitchen cabinets.  But I realize that shopping is one of the things I need to do in order to prepare for Christmas.  We also prepare for Christmas at the Kapp household by decorating our home, hosting a few parties, preparing meals, and coordinating where our out-of-town family members will sleep.

We can also prepare ourselves spiritually for Christmas through our worship at church.  This is the season of the church year called Advent, a time when we get ourselves ready for the coming of the Christ child.  We will light an Advent candle on each of the Sundays leading up to Christmas.  Our lessons from scripture and our hymns will focus on the long promised Messiah and will help to prepare us for his birth.

All of this—the shopping, the decorating, preparing our homes, and the worship—helps us to prepare our hearts, minds, and homes for Christmas.  But is this enough?  Are we missing anything as we get ourselves ready for this blessed and joyous event?

I have two suggestions for you during this season of Advent: Repent and Slow Down!

John the Baptist called on the people of his day to repent.  He called on people to come to the understanding that none of us are perfect, that we need to be forgiven for our waywardness and sin.  When we repent, we humble ourselves and come to an understanding that we need God and the forgiveness found through Jesus Christ.  We cannot save ourselves.  We desire to be washed, cleaned, and redeemed in the same way as those who were coming out to the River Jordan to be baptized.

We cannot fully appreciate the joy of Christmas unless we come to terms with the fact that we need saving and cannot do it alone.  The people who went out into the wilderness to be baptized by John the Baptist came to terms with this.  Have we?

Secondly, please don’t rush around this holiday season trying to attend to all of your Christmas details and preparations.  Enjoy the anticipation and excitement this time of the year can bring.  It seems that during the season of Advent our minds are awash in the details.  Parties to attend.  Presents to buy.  Meals to plan.  Instead of getting more and more excited as Christmas draws closer, many of us get more and more stressed out.  

My hope for you this season of Advent is that you can slow down enough to truly appreciate what God has done for you and your family through the birth of the Christ child.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Margaret & Jamie Wittwer want to share this beautiful poem with all of you, in loving memory of their beloved husband and father, Clifford; and to each of you, in memory of the loved one(s) you are thinking about this holiday season.

“I’m Spending Christmas With Jesus Christ This Year”

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,

With tiny lights, like heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow.

The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear;

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear.

But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.

For I have no words to tell you , the joy their voices bring;

For it is beyond description to hear as angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I can’t tell you of the splendor or the peace here in this place.

Can you just imagine Christmas? With our Savior, face to face?

I’ll ask Him to light your spirit as I tell Him of your love,

So then pray one for another as you lift your eyes above.

So please let your hearts be joyful and let your spirit sing;

For I’m spending Christmas in heaven,

And I’m walking with the King!

Author Unknown
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Christian Fellowship Committee’s Christmas Get-Together 
The Christian Fellowship Committee invites everyone to come and help wash toys for our annual H.E.L.P. – Help Excite Little People toy project, on Thursday, December 4, at 6:00 p.m.  Desserts and coffee will be available for our hard-working “elves.”  (This will take the place of our annual Women’s Guild Christmas program.)  
Fibromyalgia Support Group

The Fibromyalgia Support Group will be meeting Thursday, December 11, from 6:30-7:30 p.m., at the church.  The theme for December is Keeping the Holidays “Happy!”  All who cope with Fibromyalgia, those who suffer from chronic pain syndromes, or related illnesses are welcome to attend as well!  The cost of the group is free ~ donations are graciously accepted, however!  For more information, feel free to contact Theresa at 643-0172 or tee.grimes@yahoo.com.
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Christian Craft Clutch
The Christian Craft Clutch will meet on Saturday, December 13, starting at 9:30 a.m., in the kitchen basement of the Education Building.  This coincides with the Sunday School Christmas program practice.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.

 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday:  December 14
As you begin to shop, decorate, and bake for the holidays, let’s remember to set aside a dozen (or two) of your favorite cookies, bars, or candy for our “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on December 14.  Let’s “wrap” our table with our edible “gifts” to share with each other and make this our “merriest” table yet!  $78.50 was collected from our November table.
Christmas Poinsettias

We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and greenery in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the January SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

          Scoop
December




 This month’s SCOOP is sponsored by
   2
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 9:00 a.m.-Noon
   Margaret and Jamie Wittwer in loving
  4
Christian Fellowship Committee 

 memory of their beloved husband and,
Christmas Get-Together ~H.E.L.P. Toy
 father, Clifford Wittwer.
Washing and Holiday Treats & 
Coffee ~ 6:00-8:30 p.m.;
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  7
Caroling during Sunday School hour

  8
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.

  9
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 9:00 a.m.-Noon;

Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

11
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 9:00 a.m.-Noon;

Fibromyalgia Support Group ~ 6:30-7:30 p.m.

13
Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.;

Christian Craft Clutch ~ during Sunday School Program practice

14
Christmas Music Festival;

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday;

Coffee Fellowship Between Worship Services;

Sunday School “White Gift” Sunday

16
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 9:00 a.m.-Noon

18
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.;
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 6:30-8:30 p.m.

20
H.E.L.P. Toy Distribution ~ 8:00-9:30 a.m.

Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.

21
Sunday School Christmas Program ~ 10:30 worship service

24
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service ~ 7:00 p.m.

October Memorials
Memorials were received in October in loving memory of:

Ruth Accola
Radio Broadcasts
We thank the November sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

Jan & Cliff Lawton, in loving memory of 


Jan’s son, Jason Barry;


Joni & Jim Schwenn and Kim & Rick Peters & 


Family, in loving memory of Darlene 


Schwenn;

Prairie Plumbing & Heating, in loving memory of 

Bill Fuchs;


Verna & Bill Wenzel, in celebration of 
their 64th 


Wedding Anniversary this past October
Anniversaries In Our Church Family

     Sandy and Jeff Weinke, 15 years on December 5
Bev and Herb Feierabend, 53 years on December 19


               Roberta and Ron Lipka, 45 years on December 28
Ushers

8:00              December         10:30                    8:00              January             10:30______

Rhonda & Mark
Jane Kohlman
Charmaine & Charles
Milly Steckelberg

     Pierick
Todd Pieper
   Carter

Bill Steckelberg
Krystal Carlson
Rita & Ed
Walter Dickerson
Donna Kaufman

   Larsen 


Jamie Wittwer
Pastor Bill Kapp       Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon;
                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249
                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                         Hours:  Monday through Friday:  8:00 a.m.–Noon
                                   Phone Number: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
                                   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School:    9:10-10:10 a.m.   Ages 3 years and older
11
Sunday School News

by Margaret McFarlane

Thanks to all who sang on November 16. 


We raised $182 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project!

Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.


We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 7, during the Sunday 

School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  We will have a short class period before our departure.  Meet in the hall on the 2nd floor at 9:30.  

The Sunday School choir will sing on December 14 & 21 at the 10:30 service.

The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through December 21.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.


We will have program practice on Saturday, December 13 & 20, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice, at approximately 10:15. 

White Gift Sunday will be December 14.
Students are asked to bring a gift (new or
gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue
for our H.E.L.P. project.  They can bring the gift to the 10:30 service or Sunday School.
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The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 21, at the 10:30 service.
· There will be no Sunday School on 

December 28.  Classes resume on 
January 4.
H.E.L.P. this Holiday Season

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through December 12.  Donated items may be placed in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  If you have time to wash your donations, please mark your bags/boxes “clean” toys.  Monetary 

donations are, also, welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please
consider helping with this all-church project 

on one or more of the following days:

Tuesday, December 2
9:00 a.m.-Noon
Thursday, December 4
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 9
9:00 a.m.-Noon

Thursday, December 11
9:00 a.m.-Noon

Tuesday, December 16
9:00 a.m.-Noon

Thursday, December 18
6:30-8:30 p.m.
We work in the sanctuary basement at the

listed times.  Questions?  Call Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327.

Christian Fellowship Committee

Minutes of November 11
from Debbie Tschudy

Present:  Pastor Bill, Carol Hehenberger, Lois Pieper, and Debbie Tschudy

Old Business

We discussed the purchasing of new chairs and tables for the kitchen dining area.  An inventory needs to be done to find out how many tables and chairs we currently have and determine how many are really bad and need replacing right away.  Carol Hehen-berger will work with Chris Garcia on doing a count.  We discussed if we should sell the old tables and chairs.  We discussed the color choices we could order and where to get them from.  Maybe we could keep some of the old tables in the park building for use in the park.  How much money do we have and how many tables and chairs should we order at once?  This is still being considered. 

Coffee fellowship was October 26 on New Member Sunday. 

New Business

Our church needs to be more environment-ally friendly.  Pastor Bill suggested every-one bring in their own coffee cup when we have coffee fellowship and keep them on hooks for use and have some extra coffee cups for guests. 

We will have coffee fellowship on Music Sunday between services, which is December 14.  Debbie will chair this one.  Pastor Bill would like to have coffee fellowship once a month so we need to try and get volunteers – families to sign up to host.
Church decorating for Christmas will be November 29.  Lois will call some families to see if they can help.  Debbie will call Cindy to put out a sign-up sheet in church for people to sign up to help, also.

Pastor Bill would like this group to take care of signing up liturgists.  We will work on this with Cindy on Sunday’s when nobody has signed up.

Thursday, December 4, at 6:00 p.m., we will help wash toys and enjoy refreshments and desserts.  This will be in place of the former Women’s Guild Christmas program.  There will be a sign-up sheet in church for people who are interested to sign up.

Next meeting: December 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Falling Snow

See the pretty snowflakes

Falling from the sky;

On the wall and housetops

Soft and thick they lie.

On the window ledges,

On the branches bare;

Now how fast they gather,

Filling all the air.

Look into the garden,

Where the grass was green;

Covered by the snowflakes,

Not a blade is seen.

Now the bare black bushes

All look soft and white,

Every twig is laden,

What a pretty sight!
Author anonymous
Consistory Meeting Summary
of November 20
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Opening devotions by Sharon Diehl.  Secretary's report accepted.  Bills and Financial:  Written report submitted by Robin Meier and accepted.  Beginning budget work presented.  Final requests for capitol equipment needed by mid-December.  Pastor's Report: *Attended Mission meeting in Cleveland for three days sponsored by Conference.  *Ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Wednesday eve, November 26, at River Arts.  *Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  four weekends in Advent.  Other groups will be helping.  *Church decorating on November 29.  *Sunday School window painting on December 30.  *Baptism of Shinker infant on Friday, November 28. *Wedding on December 6.  *Pastor Bill attending Periodic Support meeting.  *H.E.L.P. distribution on Saturday, December 20.  *Youth Retreat at Kalahari on February 6, 7, and 8.  *Confirmation Retreat at Green Lake went well.  *Meal served by youth at Madison Campus Ministry in October.  *Youth at Treinen's Corn Maze on October 29.  *New Member Sunday on October 26 and January 25.

Committee Reports:  Sunday School: *Working on 150th Anniversary book.  *Bibles distributed to 2nd graders.  Pastor/Parish:  No report.  Members in Ministry:  *Visits continue to shut-ins.  *Pastor Bill to begin home communion during Advent.  Christian Fellowship:  *Coffee between services on December 14.  *Checking on replacing tables and chairs for Dining Room.  *Annual Christmas Program 
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on December 4 in evening.  Program will be helping wash/prepare H.E.L.P. toys with refreshments to follow.  Finance:  *Robin and Committee doing great job.  *Next meeting in January to complete budget.  Stewardship:  *Special Stewardship Sunday conducted by members of Committee, led by Fritz Wyttenbach.  Time and Talent emphasized.  *Consider promoting auto bank deductions.  
150 Anniversary:  *T-shirt ordering soon. *Banner being made.  *Outside banners considered.  *Signature quilt to be constructed.  *Note cards to be available.  *Pastor Kendall Nordstrom preaching March 3, Pastor Roger Wentz preaching May 3, Pastor Bob Rieke preaching June 3, and Pastor Herb Feierabend preaching 
July 3.  Unfinished Business:  *Several maintenance projects in future.  *Insulating Sanctuary to be done this Fall.  *Parking lot repair estimates being obtained.  *Pest Control (Asian beetles, spiders, etc.) being investigated.  *Work on Parsonage porch needed.  *Volunteer help will be needed for many of the projects to reduce costs.  *Thanks to Carl Barrett for completing wiring in Narthex.  *Stain Glass window repair needs to continue.  Difficulty finding matching glass.

Pastor Bill closed meeting with prayer and Lord's Prayer.

Next meeting:  December 18 at 6:30 p.m.  

“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping 
a present and not giving it.”

William Arthur Ward



FROM THE HERT

From Hazel Boettcher
I would like to thank the members of First U.C.C., the Prayer Circle, and Liz for the cards and prayers for my brother-in-law, Harold.  Thank you so much.



( Everyone who baked pies for the community Thanksgiving dinner and to Tom, Margaret, and Amanda McFarlane for delivering them to the high school.

( Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for Advent.  Thanks to the students and adults who will be helping paint them on November 30.

( Everyone who has sent in donations for the Christian Fellowship Committee.
( Everyone decorating the church on Saturday, November 29, for Christmas.
NEWS TIDBITS
(  If you have not picked up your Church Directory, please stop by the church office at your convenience and get yours.

(  The Sunday School has cookbooks available for Christmas gifts.  You can purchase these at the church office or call Margaret at 643-6327.  Cost: $8.00.

(  Donations for 2008 must be received in the church office by Noon on Tuesday, December 30.  Thank you!
(  Don’t forget to order your First U.C.C. t-shirt, in celebration of our 150th Anniversary!  Cost: $8.00.
(  Looking for a Babysitter?  Need to go Christmas Shopping?  Wrap Some Presents?

Have a Holiday Party to go to?  Or just need some quiet time to yourself?  Let members of our First U.C.C Youth Group help you out now through December!  You may call any of the girls listed below.  They will baby-sit for donations to the First U.C.C. Youth Group Fund (for up to 4 hours of service per day, payment for over 4 hours will go to the babysitter).  You may give your donation directly to the babysitter or turn the donations into the Church.  Please indicate with the payment "Youth Group Baby-sitting.”  For babysitting services call:  Miriah Breunig 643-8675 or 393-3864; Jerica Kirner 644-0107 or 370-2230; or Morgan Cook 643-7909 or 370-3159.  All girls are 12-13 years old and are American Red Cross Certified. Questions call:  Dawn Breunig at 643-8675 or 393-3864.  Thanks for your Support!!
(  Until further notice, the only donations we are accepting are for the H.E.L.P.-Help Excite Little People project.  The deadline for bringing H.E.L.P. donations is December 12.  There is no basement sale scheduled for the near future so we are not collecting furniture, clothes, and other household items.
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