A Historical Piece

From the 150th Anniversary Committee 
Park Memories from the 30’s and 40’s

by Dorothy Bohnsack
In the 1930’s, each year, shortly after school was dismissed for summer vacation, we would have Bible School for two weeks (mornings only).  During break times, we would stroll to the park to enjoy the trees and shade, and search for butterflies.  Traffic at that now busy intersection wasn’t a problem then.

The annual Sunday School picnic was held in late July.  The picnic would begin about 3:00 p.m. for the children.  We were fortunate to have the Park stand, where we could redeem the two tickets we were given for lemonade and peanuts.  If you wanted an ice cream cone, that came out of your own money, if you were fortunate to have any spending money.  The lemonade was fresh squeezed and kept cold in these days before refrigeration in crocks set in ice-filled washtubs (ice delivered by the ice truck).  Games were played until about 5:00 p.m., when a cost supper, which was open to the public, began.  Some of the menu I recall was: homemade potato salad, baked beans, cole slaw, Kirschner’s bologna and wieners, rolls, dessert, and beverage, all I believe prepared by the women of the Ladies Aide of the church.  This meal was served in the church basement.  (Kirschner’s were church members who had the local meat market located where Hall Drugs is now.)

After the meal, people would wander back to the park to hear the Sauk City Men’s Community Band play at dusk.  Before it got too dark, people would start for home as there weren’t many streetlights at this time.

At this time, there were two outhouses, partially screened by lilac bushes, at the south side of the park.  Water was available by pipe or pump near the southwest corner.

In the early 1940’s, when Rev. Wilson Bixler was pastor, picnics were held at the close of the church music season.  Ruth Towne Straub was choir director at that time, and Irma Spellman was the organist.  A large fireplace was built at this time, but was eventually dismantled.

Electric lights were installed in the park in June 1972.  Money for this was presented to the church in memory of my parents, George and Mary (Burga) Bohnsack, for all the people of the community to enjoy.

There have been many changes in the park over the years.  I am happy to see the long, overdue sign erected to identify a long ago gift.  Now passers-by may read our sign:  WELCOME, First United Church of Christ.
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More On The 1930’s Onward
by Eunice and Jim Becker

Jim and I were both born and brought up in Sauk City and have many very pleasant memories associated with the park over the years.  We still love this pretty, peaceful place.

While growing up in the late 1930’s, we had an annual Sunday School picnic in the park.  The ladies of the congregation put on a late afternoon meal for all members to come and eat for a modest fee (35 cents, my mother, Lillian Ziemke, tells me), followed by an evening of fun in the park.  The men put up a big plank platform for the band, which played throughout the evening.  People sat on benches and visited.  We could buy pop, lemonade, and ice cream at the stand in the park, which now houses the lawn tractor, etc.  It opened on three sides and refreshments were served by the men of the congregation.  Our church members and people from all around came to enjoy the band and visiting with each other.  One Catholic couple, I especially remember, came every year.  The kids all played tag, hide-and-seek, and other games.  It was a fun time.
In later years, we had yearly Sunday School picnics with games and refreshments, which were just for members of our church.  Tickets were given to each child for free refreshments.

Our church park holds many fond memories for many of us.  It is such a pretty place; we still enjoy just walking through it.  There are some beautiful, majestic oak trees there.  If we continue to plant replacement trees, it will always be an enjoyable park.  The new sign is very nice and appropriate for such a lovely place.

More Park Memories

by Waunita Fradette

We came to Sauk City in 1947.  We had known Rev. Bixler in Neillsville.  In fact, we were his first wedding.  We were married in the parsonage living room because my mother had died not too long before this.  So when we came to Sauk City, it was a reunion with good friends.  Sometimes our two families would picnic in the park.

There were, also, Sunday School picnics with games like sack races, baseball, apple-bobbing, etc.  I was a Sunday School teacher and Guild officer in those days and was very much involved.  We always had a lot of fun for the whole family.

When was the last time you took a moment to 
glimpse at the beauty of our park or 

an enjoyable stroll through it?   (
