November 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

Later this month people all across the great state of Wisconsin will celebrate Thanksgiving.  Families will get together and sit down to bounteous feasts of turkey with all the trimmings, with apple cider and pumpkin pie.  We will reward ourselves—those of us who can—with the bounties and fruits of the harvest.  We will even remember those less fortunate than ourselves.  We will hold dinners at shelters and soup kitchens and we will have given a little extra to the food pantry.  And we will be satisfied.

And that’s good—but it also might be bad.  

It’s good because it is right that we should feast and thank God for what God has given us, it is right to celebrate and to share the bounty of the earth, it’s good to express appreciation and to rejoice over the goodness of God.  But it also might be bad, depending on our overall attitude and approach to life and to what God has done for us and continues doing for us.  

God calls us not only to a day of thanksgiving but to a life of thanks-living.  For me, the difference between thanksgiving and thanks-living is between giving thanks on one day and living thanks always.  Thanksgiving is a terminal event.  Thanks-living is a way of life.

Giving thanks is important.  When we give thanks as a community, as a family, we are reminded of all the good things and all the good people that we have been given or gifted with.  We remember that we have been blessed, we remember that there is a greater good than ourselves—if only for a day.

But the temptation is to then return to our self-sufficiency, to forget God, to say to ourselves, “my strength and my ability has gotten me this far in life”— and then to yearn for more, and to expect it as if it were our right and privilege. 

This is where thanks-living comes into the picture.  We begin to “live thanks” when we open our lives up to God and give God the first place.  As we do this—as we humble ourselves before God and acknowledge that God is the source of all good things, our awareness of our blessings increases, our joy becomes fuller, and we find ourselves in an attitude and state of grace.

Our continual thankfulness for our blessings will turn into a lifetime of living thanks, of living the blessings and sharing the blessings because we know in the deepest parts of our hearts that God is the giver of it all.  As you give thanks this Thanksgiving Day, remember your calling to be joyful always, to pray continually, and to give thanks in all circumstances.  It is what God wants of you and for you.  In it you will find the fullness of what God has in store for you.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Summary:  October 16th Consistory Meeting

By Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Opening prayer.  Secretary's report accepted.  Robin Meier, Accountant from Finance Committee, present to review finances.  Discussed purpose of Building Fund.  Policy to be drawn up.  Decision to use money from account to pay for Narthex remodeling.  Stain glass window repair to be paid from Memorial Fund.  Finance Committee working on developing an Endowment fund.  Budget work starting in November.  Checking on offering a Flex Plan for Pastor Bill and employees.  Pastor's Report submitted: *Southwest Association Meeting in Baraboo, with theme of "Living our Faith in Public Life."  Six from our church attended. *Bible Study being offered.  *Youth Fellowship with four activities:  

1. Cleaning after football game.  

2. Halloween Costume party October 25th. 

3. Serving Campus Ministry meal in Madison October 26th.  
4. Corn Maze at Treinen's Farm with sacks/games afterward on October 29th.  

*Confirmation Retreat at Pilgrim Center October 30-31st.  Mandatory for 8th graders, optional for 7th graders.  Eleven attending, including chaperones Stacy Hasheider, Nadene Litscher, and Pastor Bill.  *Worship:  1.  Sun-day School staff commissioned ~ October 19th.  2. New Member Sunday ~ October 26th, and Klingenmeyer baptisms.  3. Stewardship Sunday ~ November 9th.  Committee will plan and lead.  4.  Stewardship sermons ~ October 26th and November 2nd on “Time and Talents.”  *Pastor Bill to be vacationing November 3-10.  Rev. Dennis Weis will handle funerals.  Pastor Bill will be preaching at St. Paul UCC Church in Freeburg, IL for their 150th Anniversary.  He served as student intern at this church (and met Jody!!)  *November 18th-20th: Representing WI Conference at Global Mission Event in Cleveland, OH.  All expenses paid by Conference.  Committee Reports: Sunday School:  *Outing at Treinen's Farm on  October 19th.  Building and Maintenance:    *Members Rick Breininger and Carl Barrett, Custodian Chris Garcia, and Pastor Bill did assessment of Church and property for maintenance needs.  Priority #1 is to insulate ceiling of Sanctuary and do Energy Audit of Church building.  Will check on Energy Grant.  More members to be added to committee.  Christian Fellowship:  *13 members helped clean on October 10th and 11th.  *Church Picnic well attended.  Thanks to Galen Alwin for preparing pork and chicken.  *Coffee Fellowship scheduled for New Member Sunday.  *Considering fellowship events in the future.  *Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” monies to go toward replacing tables in dining room.  Stewardship:  Fritz Wyttenbach to lead services with other members assisting on Stewardship Sunday with theme of “Time and Talents.”  150th Anniversary:  Meeting regularly.  Former Pastors to return, T-shirts to be ordered, special banners to be made.  Unfinished Business:  *Narthex remodel:  Finishing, furniture needed. *Stain glass windows:  Two windows completed. *Sanctuary Ceiling:  Minor repairs needed.  *Bell Tower:  Dry-walling needed along with repair of louvers in tower.  
New Business:  *Estimates to be obtained on parking lot repairs.  *Parsonage porch and columns need repair.  *Estimates for extermination for church buildings to be obtained.  Asian beetles last year plugged up organ pipes.  *Investigating ways to promote Church.  * Next meeting: November 20th at 6:30 p.m.  * Meeting closed with Lord's Prayer. 
Christian Fellowship Committee

Minutes of October 14
By Debbie Tschudy
Present:  Carol Hehenberger, Jody Kapp, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, Dianna Woerpel, and Debbie Tschudy

The meeting was started with a prayer from Jody Kapp. 

Old Business 

Discussed the final decision on the mission statement:

The role of the Christian Fellowship Committee is to create opportunities for people of the church to grow in their personal faith and foster fellowship amongst all. 

We discussed the purchasing of new chairs and tables for the kitchen dining area with money we raised from the Ice Cream Social and the “Pastry, Pantry and Produce” monthly events. Carol Hehenberger will check with McFarlane’s to see what they would have.

Fall church cleaning days were October 10 and 11.  Thank you to everyone who helped with this project.  Dianna will send an article to Cindy for the SCOOP.
We discussed the “Pastry, Pantry & Produce” table and what the funds are currently going toward.  It will continue to go toward the purchase of tables and chairs.  Debbie will call Cindy to have her make a sign to put on the table for this. 

A letter was sent out to First U.C.C. members on activities the Christian Fellowship is working on and to seek other ideas for activities and donations (thank you, Dianna, for putting that together and Cindy for mailing).

New Business

Jody will check with Pastor Bill on the possibility of the confirmands doing the leaf raking in the Church park, again, this year.  Debbie offered to make hot chocolate and bring cookies whenever they can arrange that event.
We discussed having a coffee fellowship soon, some Sunday.  We discussed the upcoming New Member Sunday and decided to have one then.  That will be Sunday, October 26, between services.  Lois offered to purchase donut holes for this, and Debbie will call Liz to see if she will make coffee and someone can purchase some juice.

Next meeting November 11 at 6:30 p.m.

New Members” Sunday

The following new members were welcomed into our church family on October 26:

Brigitta Dahnert
212 Madison Street

Sauk City Wi 53583

Shane & Tammy Steuber
Brandon, Mara, and Joe
E10095 County Road PF

Prairie du Sac WI 53578

Ben & Trina Ruyle
Haley and Finn
511 Franklin Street

Sauk City WI 53583



Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship

Our Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at The River Arts Center on Wednesday, November 26, at 7:30 p.m.  Again this year, all singers are encouraged to join the ecumenical choir.  Music is available from Denny Kahn.  Rehearsals will be on Wednesday, November 19, at 8:00 p.m., at First U.C.C., and on Wednesday, November 26, at 6:30 p.m., at the River Arts Center.  You are asked to bring food for the food pantry to the service.  Join our community in giving thanks to God for his many blessings!

Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner

You are cordially invited to the Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner to be held at the Sauk Prairie High School on Thanksgiving Day.  Turkey with all the trimmings will be served at noon.  The dinner is available to all persons who simply want to be with others for food and fellowship.  There is no charge for the meal, which in the past has served over 500 people.

Home delivery service will be available for those who call in advance.  This is for people who cannot come to the school or prefer to eat at home.  The food is donated by local busi-nesses and individuals, and all is prepared at the high school by volunteers.

We are looking for volunteers, so if you would like to help prepare food or serve meals please call Ruth Ballweg at 643-4942.  If you would like meals delivered to you or would like to deliver meals, please contact Richard Brager at 643-4240.

Those who help on Thanksgiving Day will be sitting down for dinner.  The object of the day is for all to have a memorable Thanksgiving.
Pie Makers Needed For

Community Thanksgiving Dinner

First UCC has been asked to provide pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Please use disposable pans and bake a pie (or two) that doesn’t need to be refrigerated.  The pie sign-up sheet is at the back of church.  Please bring your pies to church by 8:00 p.m. on the 26th or by 8:30 a.m. on the 27th.  There will be tables for the pies in the Education Building entryway.  Thank you for sharing your gift of baking with others!
Our Turn for Mobile Meals

from Heidi Liverseed
Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of November 17 & November 24.  2 people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., please sign up at the back of church.
Share Your Bounty
Our Sunday School is, again, sponsoring the Harvest Home Table from November 2-30.  You can bring non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and toiletries to place on the table in the Narthex.  All items will be donated to our local Food Pantry.  (Baking items and mixes, baby food, formula, bar soap, laundry and dish detergent, cleaning products, diapers, and personal care items are especially appreciated.)  The Food Pantry likes to use their financial sources to purchase protein foods, which are essential for good nutrition but difficult and expensive to donate.  
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583
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Harvest Home Table: November 2nd-30th
  1
Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

  6
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  8
Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

  9
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

“Stewardship” Sunday

 10
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon

 11
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
 13
Fibromyalgia Support Group ~ 6:30 p.m.

 15
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m. 
 16
Sunday School choir sings @ 10:30 service
 18
Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

 19
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon

 20
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

 22
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.
 24
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon

 26
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service at the River Arts Center ~ 7:30 p.m.

27
“Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!
Community Thanksgiving Dinner ~ Noon @ Sauk-Prairie High School
29
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

30
4th, 5th, and 6th graders paint Church windows for Christmas ~ 1:00 p.m.
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m. (through November)

Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

 Confirmation:

 9:00-10:20 a.m.

 Sunday School:

 9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in September in
We thank the October sponsors of

loving memory of:
our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service

radio broadcasts:


Pastor Robert Rieke, Sr.

Pastor Penny Roth





Georgia & Frank Selden, in loving










memory of their mothers;









Donna Seitz & Family, in loving











memory of Art Seitz;









Doris Steuber, in loving memory











of Ralph Steuber;









Dorothy & Duane Kundert, in loving











memory of their parents; and









Deb & Herm Tschudy, in loving











memory of family members.
IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Anniversaries

Lorraine & Harland Hartmann, 53 years on November 6

Donna and Richard Kaufman, 40 years on November 4



Ardis & John Trueb, 61 years on November 27

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in November!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday on the birthday calendar!
Ushers
8:00              November         10:30                         8:00          December         10:30______

Linda & Dick
Sue & Scott Kirner
Tina Wilkenson
Jane Kohlman
   Lange
Tom Litscher
Gloria Ramsey
Todd Pieper

Jeff Englebretson

Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed Larsen

   and Cathy Brewer


   Pierick 







      Krystal Carlson

Pastor Bill Kapp                Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                     Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
   The church answering machine is always on to receive your 
   messages.
Sunday School News

             By Margaret McFarlane

(  Our fall event was held Sunday, October 19.  Nineteen people enjoyed the fun at Treinen Farms!
(  If you haven’t sent back the Time & Talent sheets, please take an opportunity to do this.

(  The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on November 16.
(  UNICEF boxes were sent home for those who would like to collect for this worthy cause.  Money is due back November 9.

(  On Sunday, November 2, at the 10:30 service, we will be presenting Bibles to the second grade students.  (Also to new students in grades 3-6 who haven’t received one.)

(  Our HARVEST HOME TABLE will be set up from November 2nd-30th at the back of church to collect food for the Food Pantry.  Students can bring non-perishable food, cleaning, and personal care items to class or they can put it on the table.

(  4th, 5th, & 6th graders are invited to paint the windows for Christmas on November 30 at 1:00 p.m.

(  The Sunday School hour will be extended until 10:20 on November 30, December 7, 14, and 21.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.
(  The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 21, at the 10:30 service.
(  We will have program practice on Saturday, December 13 and 20, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the program need to be present for both practices.  Please call me if this is a problem.  Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will be dismissed after they practice.  (More details to follow, as practices approach.)
You can Help Excite Little People!

The red sleigh is out in the Education Building entryway, and it is again time to think of our holiday toy collection.  From now until mid-December, we’ll be collecting good, used toys and items for teens to distribute to less fortunate children in our community.

You can participate by:

Spreading the word that we’re collecting 
        toys.

    Bringing toys to put in the sleigh.  If you 

        have time to clean your donations, please 

        mark the bag/box as “clean toys.”
    Making monetary donations if you don’t

        have any toys to “recycle.”
    Volunteering to be an “elf.”  Elves wash

        and organize the toys.  Our November toy 
        washing sessions will be:
        Monday, November 10, from 10:00-Noon;
        Wednesday, November 19, from 10:00-

              Noon;
        Monday, November 24, from 10:00-Noon; 
        Wednesday, November 26, from 10:00-

              Noon.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327.
Tell Us Why You 
Love Our Church

In honor of the 150th Anniversary of First U.C.C., the Sunday School is putting together a book entitled “I love our church because …..”  Our younger students are drawing pictures and the older students are writing their thoughts.  We’d like to hear your thoughts, too!  Included in the SCOOP is a sheet for you to write why you love First U.C.C.  We’ll add your pages to our book, and the students will get a chance to hear the responses from all ages in our Church.  Please return your contribution (the pink sheet) by December 7 to the Church Office or leave it in the basket in the entry of the Education Building.  Thank you for participating in our anniversary fun!

 “Treasure Box”
from Lois Pieper, a member
of the 150th Anniversary Committee

Perhaps you have noticed a bookshelf has been placed in the back of church to display the “Treasure Box,” which was recently found by Margaret McFarlane, containing old Confirmation pictures.
Pictures will change as we progress into 2009.

Here is where I need your help!  If you have your Confirmation picture and wish to share it, please bring it in and place it on the Usher’s cabinet.  The date of your Confirmation would be most helpful.  
Please, you will be responsible for picking your picture up after it’s been displayed.

If your Confirmation picture appears without a date and you know the date, it would be great to have the record.  Just call me at 643-2618.

For example:     Jamie Wittwer:  _________

                          Date:  ____________
Thanks!
Annual Christmas Music Festival

Even though it is only November, it is time to think about our Annual Christmas Music Festival.  The Music Festival will be at both services on Sunday, December 14.  Any and all who would like to share their gifts of music should contact Denny Kahn at either 370-6000 or 963-4915.  Both vocal and instrumental selections are welcome.
November

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”
As we fall back one hour the first weekend in November, we look forward to our November “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on November 9.  The October collection was $100.75.

All proceeds from our “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” tables will go towards purchasing tables and chairs for the Sanctuary dining room.

Whether you are baking in your kitchen

or picking produce from your garden

or going to buy from the table,
thank you for your support!


FROM THE HERT
From the Christian Fellowship Committee

Thank you to Galen Alwin for all his hard work preparing those delicious pork chops and chicken for our church picnic on September 14.  Thank you to McFarlane’s for donating and set-up of the bouncy house for the kids to play in during our church picnic.  Thank you to Carol Hehenberger for chairing and Sherry Pieper for co-chairing the church picnic.  There was a lot of work to do and everything went very well.  Thank you to all the helpers who assisted with food preparation, set-up, cleaning, serving, and donating desserts.  We couldn’t have done it without all the extra helpers.  Keep up the good work everyone!
From the Christian Fellowship Committee

Didn't the church smell good and sparkle after being cleaned on October 10th and 11th by ten members and Pastor Bill?  Harley Lichtenwalner and Pastor Bill had aching muscles from scraping weeds from cracks in the parking lot.  Sneezes accompanied dusting ledges and furniture.  Windows lost their grime.  Spiders cried as their webs and eggs were removed.  Railings had fingerprints and dirt removed.   Outside windows and soffits and entry ways had showers, and many hands made work light!  Thanks to Pastor Bill, Harley Lichtenwalner, Carol and Rod Hehenberger, Kathy Johnson, Theresa Grimes, Dianna Woerpel, Brenda and Hunter Ott, Dorothy Kundert, and Daryl Matzke.  Outside work still needs to be done and help will be needed for that.

From Arnold Wells

I would like to thank everyone for the special prayers, thoughts, and cards after my accident.  I am mending fast.  Thanks very much!
From Evie Accola and Caroline Steuber
We would like to extend a very appreciative THANK YOU for all the kindnesses extended to us at the loss of our sister, Ruth Accola.  Your prayers, memorials, cards and letters, beautiful plants, and food were a great comfort to us.  We would, also, like to thank Pastor Bill for being with us and for his uplifting service.  Thank you so much.
From Jody Kapp XOXOXO
Dear Church Family, Thank you for all the cards and warm wishes you sent on my birthday and on our anniversary.  You need to know at least two things about me: I love to eat and I love to get the mail.  Opening the mailbox and seeing your cards made my day!  Finding treats on my front porch was the icing on the cake.  Thank you for making me feel all warm and fuzzy inside!

Saturday Worship Services

Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services will continue through the month of November.  It is with great appreciation that we thank Laura Maenche for sharing her gift of music with us as our organist and providing special music on the piano at these services.
How much did the 

Great Pumpkin weigh?

The Great Pumpkin weighed 105½ pounds.  The winners of the Great Pumpkin contest are:

Taylor Breininger, guessing 106 pounds

Sunday School Class

           &
Zachary Cruse, guessing 105 pounds

Confirmation Class

           &
Jim Price, guessing 106 pounds

Adult
Congratulations, 
Taylor, Zachary & Jim!

and, again, thank you to Jim Schwenn for sharing his gigantic, awesome pumpkin with us and for donating the prize money!

November Christian Craft Clutch
We will meet on Saturday, November 15, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.

Family and friends of the church are always welcome!  Bring a treat to share, if you would like.  
(  (  (  (  (  (  (  (  (
Fibromyalgia Support

Group Meeting
The Fibromyalgia Support Group will be meeting Thursday, November 13th, from 6:30–7:30 p.m., at First U.C.C.  If you have Fibromyalgia, know someone who has the chronic pain illness, or cares for someone who has it, please feel welcome to attend!  The group will be focusing on topics that will strengthen the spirit and boost health and wellness!  The theme for our November meeting is “Giving Thanks.”  
For more information, feel free to contact:

Theresa Grimes at 643-0172 
or tee.grimes@yahoo.com.
Good Neighbor Clinic
Do you have 4 hours a week you would be willing to help the Good Neighbor Clinic?  They are looking for a person who would volunteer to oversee and assist in the dental clinic.  Past experience would be helpful but not necessary, as they would train.  Dorothy Kundert from our Church has been helping since her return from Florida last Spring but will be leaving soon for the winter.  If interested, contact Dr. Larry Pakyz, 643-8936, or Duane Woerpel, 643-8936.  Currently the dental clinic is open on Monday afternoons from 1:00 until 5:00 p.m.
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 1st.
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Every Week





Wednesday





Bible Study


10:00 a.m.





Men of A Chord


6:15 p.m.





First Choir


7 p.m.





Thursday





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. 








