A Historical Piece

From the 150th Anniversary Committee

Zion Evangelical & Reformed Church History
1854-1959

Swiss families from Switzerland came to the Prairie du Sac area as early as 1842.  They were of the Reformed Church.  Religious meetings were held in homes.  They soon felt they needed a pastor.  They wanted one to come from Switzerland but could not raise the money for his passage.  They finally found a Reformed pastor named Flori, who lived in Dubuque, Iowa.  He came and preached on Sundays.  Then they learned there were German pastors of the Evangelical Association of North America.  They sent for Reverend Mueller, who served for one year.  For the next five years, up to 1850, two other pastors, Reverend Hauert and Reverend Linter, conducted services.  In 1846, a Sunday School was established.  It was held in a little cabin on the Valentine Accola farm for 20 children.
Many people didn’t want to give up the Reformed faith; and when plans for building a union church in 1846 were made, the Reformed members wanted to include building a school with the church.  The project was dropped, the Reformed share was bought, and the Ragatz Church was built.  (The Salem Evangelical Church on PF, now known as Salem United Methodist, which is no longer in use.)
In 1854, a parcel of land was bought.  A small wooden steepleless church was built on it.  The congregation was organized as Evangelical Reformed under Reverend Spangler.  He, also, tried to organize a church in Sauk City but failed.  In 1865, the congregation decided to join the German Reformed Synod of North America.  In October 1865, the church met for the first time with the name, Second Evangelical Reformed Congregation of Prairie du Sac.  Reverend Brecht served the congregation for a time as Pastor of the Prairie du Sac church and the church in Sauk City.  In 1867, he resigned from the Sauk City church and became pastor of the Prairie du Sac church for the next 24 years.

In 1883, it was decided a new church was to be built.  It was dedicated on September 21, 1884.

In January of 1910, the name of the church was changed to Zion Reformed Congregation.  Until 1919, all services were in German and the change to English was made very gradually.

The last pastor to serve Zion was Reverend Herbert Feierabend.  On Sunday, August 23, 1959, Zion’s 101 members became part of the First Evangelical and Reformed Church in Sauk City.

Their church was sold in August 1959 and moved to Water Street in Sauk City and is now the Calvary Baptist Church.

Following are the names of some of their members who joined us in 1959 and still worship here:  Evelyn and Ruth Accola, VaLera Accola, Arline Frommung, Lucinda Gruber, Chuck Henning, Ellen Henning, Lilah Sprecher, Ron Lipka, Emily Fuchs, Shirley Moely, Edsel and Caroline Steuber, Doris Steuber, Doug Steuber, Kleo Harris, Anna and Merton Zick, Joe Matousek, Don Diske, and Dorothy Moely.
