    September 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

As you probably know, some members of our church recently went on a mission trip.  We spent a week at the Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi.  It was a time of hard work, fellowship, and many fun moments along the way.

Back Bay Mission is a Community ministry of the United Church of Christ, located within the bounds of the South Central Conference of the UCC.  The ministry at Back Bay Mission began in the 1920’s as an outreach to poor immigrant seafood workers.  Its ministry has been expanded to offer compassionate service to the poor and marginalized of Biloxi.  Back Bay Mission offers a variety of services including direct assistance, workcamping programs, a permanent supportive housing initiative for the chronically homeless, and developing new and affordable housing for low-income persons.
We arrived in Biloxi around 4:30 p.m. on Sunday August 10, and right away met a group of committed Christians from First Congregational UCC in Berlin Heights, Ohio.  They were the nicest people you’d ever want to meet.  We ended up being housed together and working together throughout the entire week.  We got along famously.

Our main task was to lay flooring in a gentleman’s home.  His name is Daryl Johnson, and his home was damaged by flooding caused by Hurricane Katrina.  Daryl and his family had to move out of their home in October 2007 due to re-occurring mold problems caused by the storm surge.  Even though our group didn’t have much experience with floors, we tackled the job head-on and proceeded to lay tile and wood flooring in seven rooms.  It was hot and sweaty work.
One of the many highlights of our time in Biloxi was attending a worship service on Wednesday night.  A Baptist revival was happening and many churches in the neighborhood had gathered as one.  Our group received a very warm welcome as we were introduced during the service.  There were seven pastors up front, many deacons and deaconesses, and four different choirs featuring gospel music.  Everyone was wearing their best suit or dress (all except us—which made us stand out just a little bit).  The sermon was delivered by the Rev. (Dr.) Wallace Hartsfield, who gave a riveting and inspiring hour long message.

I must say that this was one of the finest mission trips I’ve ever been on.  I’m thankful for the caring folks who participated on this ambitious project.  Mission work is a great way to put a charge into our spiritual life--it allows us to put our faith into action.  We helped a gentleman and his family move one step closer to reclaiming their home, which is very rewarding.  But in the end, we were the ones who gained the most through the joy and satisfaction of working together and ministering to others in the name of Jesus Christ.  It was truly an amazing time.  









Blessings, Pastor Bill
Confirmation

It is that time of the year to start thinking about Confirmation.  All students from First UCC entering 7th and 8th grades are invited and encouraged to attend.

Our first day of Confirmation will be held on Sunday, September 7, from 9:00-10:20 a.m., in the third floor kitchen of the Education Building.  On this day we ask that parents, also, be in attendance.  We will hand out materials and schedules, as well as go over expectations for the year.  Each of our confirmands is encouraged to bring along a Bible.

We will be using the Faith Inkubators curriculum this year.  The goal for our Confirmation program will be to incorporate learning, service, fellowship, and family devotions.

I am looking forward to a great year and hope to see you on the 7th!
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

(   Sunday School starts September 7.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call me or the church office by September 2 to register him/her.  This is helpful in ordering materials and for teacher preparation.  We accept children 3 years old and older into our program.  Classes run from 9:10-10:10 a.m.

(   We hope to see you at the church picnic on September 14.  The Sunday School will provide fun for the kids.

(   Our Sunday School staff is anticipating a wonderful year of Christian Education!
Rejoice!

Saturday Worship Resumes

Our Saturday worship services will resume this coming Saturday, September 6, at 5:00 p.m.  Theresa Grimes will be the Liturgist on September 6th.  A constant joy during these worship services is having Laura Maenche as our organist!


Worship Service in the Park
Our 10:30 service on Sunday, September 7, will be held in the park.  Come and enjoy the sounds and smells of God’s creation as we celebrate Him!
If anyone is willing to help haul chairs to the park, we will do that at 9:00 or whenever the 8:00 service is over.

Thank You
From The HeRT
From Marcia Nachreiner
Thank you so much for helping to send my children, Randy and Libby, to church camp this summer.  They both had a great experience and are already talking about going, again, next year!  We really appreciate the support of the church.  Thanks, again!

Greetings from Your Music
Director! from Dennis Kahn
Greetings to All!

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all who contributed special music over the summer months.  While the choirs have enjoyed a few brief months off, the special music provided us another opportunity to praise God and enhance our worship services.  The following volunteers favored us with wonderful music and are to be thanked: Larry Johnson; Laura Maenche; Gerry Lange; The Zionettes; Larry Johnson; and Tom & Kristy Litscher.  I would, also, like to thank Kristy Litscher and Laura Maenche for filling in for me when I was gone.  Also, I will be gone in September and wish to thank Merton Von Wald and Laura Maenche for special music and filling in.

Now that the summer months are coming to an end and September is upon us, it is time to think about First Choir and Men of A Chord.  All are welcome to get involved!  Even if you have not been involved in the past, perhaps this is the time for you to try either or both groups.  Our music ministry program cannot exist without your participation.  Please call me at 370-6000 or 963-4915 if you have questions or would like a folder reserved for the fall!  

First Choir will begin with the first rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 3rd.  Men of A Chord will begin on Wednesday, October 1st.  Please try to find time in your schedules to be a part of music at First Church!

Finally, this summer we had two different opportunities for “Hymn Sings” when Pastor Bill was gone.  Thanks to all who suggested hymns and to those who so joyfully participated.  I think I heard some potential choir members in the congregation!  (
Remembering our Dear Friend,

Pastor Penny Roth

Our beloved friend, Pastor Penny Roth, went to be with her Heavenly Father on Monday, August 18.  There will be a Memorial Service celebrating Pastor Penny’s life at First UCC on Saturday, September 6, at 11:00 a.m.  A luncheon will follow.  First UCC members are asked to bring a hot dish for the luncheon.  Members of Merrimac United Methodist Church will bring the desserts and salads.  There is a sign-up sheet in the back of church.
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation,

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow with humble adoration, and there proclaim: 

“My God, how great thou art!”

 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday: September 14
Families are busy getting ready for school to begin.  Gardeners are busy harvesting the last of the “fruits” they nurtured this summer.  Let’s decorate our September table with the “gifts” from our gardens and kitchens.  We collected $72.00 from our August “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table.
Thank you to all those who have

“Baked, Brought, and/or Bought!”
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This month’s SCOOP is sponsored by
Emily Fuchs in loving memory of 
Bill’s 80th birthday, on September 22nd.
  1
Have a safe and happy Labor Day!


Church office closed
  2
150th Anniversary Celebration Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  3
First Choir ~ 7:00 p.m.

  4
Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

  6
Memorial Service for our beloved friend, Penny Roth ~ 


11:00 a.m.; luncheon to follow  

Saturday Worship Services resume ~ 5:00 p.m.

  7
“Worship Service in the Park” ~ 10:30 service

2008-2009 Confirmation begins ~ 9:00 a.m.


2008-2009 Sunday School Sunday year begins ~ 9:10 a.m.
  9
Christian Fellowship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
13
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

14
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday


Communion Sunday


Church Picnic ~ after 10:30 service
18
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
20
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.

27
Saturday Worship Service ~ 5:00 p.m.
Saturday Worship:
5:00 p.m.  (begins September 6)
Sunday Worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 years old and older
             Memorials Report 

 Radio Ministry
Memorials were received in July in loving
memory of:


Chuck McFarlane


Dorothy Wendt
We thank the August sponsors of our
8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
Lucinda Gruber, in loving memory 

of Lloyd Gruber;
Family of Doris Steuber, in celebration of Doris’ 90th birthday;
Helen King, in loving memory of Ray King;
Eaton Corporation, in loving memory 
of Florence Powers
In Our Church Family
Anniversaries
Millie and Ted Larsen, 53 years on September 10
Jane and Dave Schara, 25 years on September 14

Thonetta and Ivan Hehenberger, 60 years on September 17
Kathy and Larry Johnson, 40 years on September 21

Dorothy and Duane Kundert, 59 years on September 24
Ushers
8:00             September             10:30                          8:00              October             10:30_

Diane & Daryl 
The Liverseed
Kleo & Ted
Theresa & Elly
  Matzke
   Family
  Harris
   Doty
Pam & Galen
Nettie & Larry
Barb Brock
Sharon & Wayne
  Alwin

 Gander
Melissa Brickl
   Mueller

Pastor Bill Kapp                Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                     Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary             Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

 “Give people a bit of your heart rather than a piece of your mind.” 







WEEKLY





Confirmation


9:00 a.m. Sundays





Sunday School


9:10 a.m. Sundays





First Choir


7 p.m. Wednesdays





Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m. Thursdays








