                      July 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

What does OCWM mean?  Why does our church support it the way we do?  To many folks, OCWM means “O, Come With Money.”  That may be all it means to many UCC congregations.  We just know that the Association and Conference are asking for funds under that title and that’s all we know.

The real meaning of the letters is OUR CHRISTIAN WORLD MISSION.  Of late, it means Our Churches Wider Mission.  But I see a deeper meaning.

The ‘O’ stands for OUR Mission.  We lay claim to it by seeing that the needs of others are met through our efforts, whether it be the needs of the victims of the recent floods in Wisconsin or the continuing work of the Back Bay Mission as they help those displaced from Hurricane Katrina.  Many of you have seen the resource “Hope Arising”, which gives a vivid description of the results of the Tsunami of a couple of years ago and the recovering times for its victims.  I see Our mission being accomplished in the faces of those in other lands who need our help digging wells, in starting schools, in medical help.  I see Our mission touching our own Conference in the faces of the Conference Staff whose lives are committed to the Wisconsin Conference and to all the local congregations within the Conference.

The ‘C’ stands for Christian.  To me, that means that we try to look at God’s world through God’s eyes.  We try to apply the unconditional love and compassion of Christ to the needs of all God’s children, regardless of the race, politics, or where they are on life’s journey.  Whoever is in need of help of the Church can receive our assistance through the efforts we make as the hands and feet of Jesus.

The ‘W’ is for the World God loves.  The only condition under which help is offered is that there is a human need to be met.  The world is not ours.  It, like the church, belongs to God.  I also like to think of the ‘W’ as the WORK we are called to do every day in order that all of God’s children receive the ministry of the Church.  None of the work can be done by one or even a few, but with the support and prayers of all of God’s children—people like you and me.

Lastly, there is the ‘M’ for Mission.  What is the mission of the church to which we belong?  According to the Great Commission in Matthew 28, our mission is to preach.  How do we do that?  As the story goes, St. Francis was once asked by a novice, who had been with him the whole day, distributing food and helping those they met, “Father, when will we preach?”  Father Francis answered, “My son, we have been preaching since early morning.”  ‘Mission’ is an action word.  It cannot be truly explained, except by doing.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

*
We need volunteers to run the Brat Stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 18, and Saturday, July 19.  If you can help us out, please see the sign-up sheet at the back of church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.  The profits are used for Sunday School events and to help with the cost of our campers.

*
The Youth Group will sponsor the Brat Stand on Sunday, July 20, and are, also, looking for volunteers.

*
Many thanks for the donations for our Camp Fund.  We have 9 campers!

*
Our wishes for great camp adventures at Pilgrim Center go to:



Stephanie Alwin

  July 6-12


Randy Nachreiner

  July 13-19



Libby Nachreiner

  July 27-29



Jack Porubsky

  July 27-29



Haden & Hudson Haas
  July 31-






  August 2



Katelyn Huerth

  August 3-9
We hope Carrissa Herbrand (June 15-21) and Keesahn Rheingans (June 22-28) enjoyed their week at camp, already this summer.
Vacation Bible School

from Margaret McFarlane
It was an exciting week here June 16-20, when 32 students participated in V.B.S.  Our theme was “Rainforest Adventure-A Tree Top Bible Blast!”  Each day, students rotated from opening to crafts, recess, Bible storytime, snacks, and closing.  We focused on sharing, giving, growing, loving, and praising.  
For our special project, we collected items for the Food Pantry.  
On Friday, we ended with a special V.B.S. celebration.  Families and guests joined us for this closing program and then enjoyed pizza.
My sincere thanks to those who participated in this special week of ministry:  Pastor Bill, Pastor Jeff, Robin Franck, Cindy Baker, Amanda McFarlane, Megan Young, Kelli Straight, Sheri Holt, Jordan Straight, Stephanie Sprecher, Casey Lendved, Pat Shelby, Nadene Litscher, Austin Litscher, Sydney Litscher, Dana Gee, Katie Homar, Jody Kapp, Jennifer Cruse, Marcia Nachreiner, and Haley Baker.
I appreciate the support and give thanks to those who helped cover some of my respon-sibilities during V.B.S.  It was a very hard week.  I am blessed to have such caring friends.
THANK YOU
FROM THE HERT
The family of Chuck McFarlane wishes to express heartfelt thanks to the members of First U.C.C.  Chuck had many peaks and valleys the last two years, and you were with him every step of the way.  Thank you for your cards, visits, concerns, and, most of all, prayers.  In the last week of his life, your support and love were definitely felt by all of us.  In our sorrow, you helped us celebrate his life.  Our special thanks for the cards, flowers, memorials, and gifts of food.  
First U.C.C. was a very important part of Chuck’s life, so it was meaningful for us to have the visitation and the funeral here.  Thank you to Cindy, Chris, and Jamie for the extra work involved in preparation.  Our hugs to Carol, Sherry, Dianna, and Emily for their time and efforts in coordinating and serving the meal after the funeral.
Our words are inadequate to properly thank Pastor Bill.  He patiently listened to our reminiscing, helped us work through our questions, and offered spiritual strength.  He was not only there for Chuck, but also for us.  On June 20, Pastor Bill paid tribute to Chuck with a warm and compassionate celebration of his life.  It was through him that we were given peace, that Chuck is in the house of the Lord.  We are forever grateful.
    With love and thanks,

   Ruby, Jean, Tom, Joan, and families

     “To everything there is a season,
      A time for every purpose under heaven.

      A time to be born; and a time to die, ….

     A time to weep; and a time to laugh.

     A time to mourn; and a time to dance.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4

 “Have a heart that never hardens,

And a temper that never fires,

And a touch that never hurts.”

Charles Dickens 
A pat on the back and a great big

THANK YOU to:
Ted & Kleo Harris for painting/fixing the Park sign and for cutting up the tree!
Margaret and Amanda McFarlane for turning our basement into an awesome Rainforest Adventure and guiding our VBS children and helpers through A Tree Top Bible Blast, filled with singing, games, storytelling, crafts, snacks, and lots of fun and laughter!
Rick & Jordan Peters for mowing and trimming the lawns/shrubs in the Park, Parsonage, and Church.
Debbie Tschudy for planting, watering, and caring for the plants around the Church and in the Park (and for “sharing” some at the Parsonage ().
Lorraine and Harland Hartmann for sponsoring this month’s SCOOP.
Evelyn Koenig for sponsoring last month’s SCOOP.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                504 Washington Avenue
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                 Let Freedom Ring!                                           The July SCOOP is sponsored

July 






     by Lorraine & Harland Hartmann
  3

Stewardship Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
 4

“Have a Happy and Safe 4th of July!”
 5

“Fire on the River” at the Kapp’s ~ arrive any time after 7:00 p.m.;
if you plan on parking in Sentry’s parking lot, please do so after 8:00 p.m.
  8

Christian Fellowship Group ~ 6:30 p.m.
13

Ice Cream Social with July “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Table ~


4:00-6:30 p.m.
17

Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

18 & 19
Sunday School Brat Stand @ Piggly Wiggly ~ Stop on by for lunch! (
20

Youth Group will continue the Brat Stand today
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no nursery)
     Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

Gifts were received in May in loving memory of:
We thank the June sponsors of our



8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:

Florence Powers



  Emma Sternhagen
           Barb & Randy Kuhnau


  Walter Wendt
           Evelyn Koenig



           Dorothy & Lyle Kuhnau
In our church family
July Anniversaries 
                                           Calvin and Phyllis Sorg, 58 years on July 3
     Warren and Alice Wittwer, 61 years on July 11





  Denise and Kevin Perry, 15 years on July 17





  Pat and Jack Kirner, 50 years on July 19

                                           Maurice and Cleo Schaefer, 60 years on July 24
                                           Tammy and Dave Young, 25 years on July 30

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in July!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed your birthday or anniversary!!

Ushers
          8:00           July             10:30                              8:00             August            10:30


Kim & Brian Steuber       Theresa & Scott               Mary Fisher
     Evelyn Accola
   Jacob Steuber

   Grimes


Samantha & John

Norbert, Chris, &
   Travis Steuber

David McFarlane

   Bowman


   Kevin Hardtke




Larry Johnson
God Bless America!
Almighty God, you rule all the peoples of the earth.
Give to our leaders the vision of truth and justice,

that by their counsel all nations and people may work together.

Give to the people of our country zeal for justice and strength of forbearance,

that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will.

Forgive our shortcomings as a nation; purify our hearts to see love and truth.

We pray all these things in your Name.

Amen.
Annual Ice Cream Social 

Our 19th Annual Ice Cream Social will be Sunday, July 13th, from 4:00-6:30 p.m., in the main dining room of the Church.
You will be able to enjoy yummy barbeques (made by Wyttenbach Meats) or hot dogs, chips and pickles, assorted homemade pies, ice cream, hot fudge brownie sundaes, lemonade, ice tea, and coffee.

(  The July “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table will be set up as part of the Ice Cream Social.

(  There are sign-up sheets in the back of the church to make pies and to help the day of the Social.  Emily Fuchs and Debbie Tschudy are coordinating the Social.
Don’t forget to put this delightful supper date on your calendar!

July “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

July’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” will be in conjunction with our Annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, July 13, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.
Bring your donations to either the table in the Narthex or in the Fire Side Room.  The Fire Side Room table is preferred as that will be the location of the sale.

It would be helpful and greatly appreciated if you would price your donation(s).

The money raised will go towards purchasing chairs to compliment the new white tables in the Fellowship Dining Room.

We hope to see you on the 13th!

Please note:  June’s donations totaled $65.00.  The grand total collected from the “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” tables for the Back Bay Mission trip was $687.56

THANK YOU!
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR A MONTHLY SCOOP?

Beginning with our May 2008 issue, our consistory asked members of our faith community to consider sponsoring our monthly newsletter at the rate of $50.  

The sponsoring of the newsletter is an attempt to creatively work around some of the financial challenges our church is currently facing.  This money would be applied to the cost of the paper and postage it takes to produce and send out the SCOOP.

We currently have the members of our congregation sponsoring our Sunday morning radio broadcasts, usually in honor or in memory of a loved one.  We do the same with poinsettias at Christmas or lilies at Easter.  Perhaps you would consider the same approach when thinking of sponsoring an issue of the SCOOP.

Summary of

June Consistory Meeting
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Opening Prayer: Pastor Bill
Opening Devotions: Larry Johnson

FINANCIAL REPORT: Roofing on Church and Parsonage completed and within bid, even with underlayment needed for entire roof.   Siding repair still in progress.  PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Bill and youth on Young Ambassador trip to Germany for three weeks, starting June 28th.  Pastor Dennis Weiss to handle funerals; Members-In-Ministry will provide hospital visits; Hymn Sing on June 29th, Pastor Larry Collins to fill pulpit on July 6th; and July 13th service to be announced.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Sunday School: *Vacation Bible School was a success!  32 students.  Theme: “Rainforest Adventure: A Tree Top Bible Blast!”  Margaret McFarlane was Coordinator.  *Youth Group on hiatus for summer.  *Brat Stand by Piggly Wiggly: July 18th and 19th.  Youth will continue the stand on July 20th.  

Building & Maintenance: *Dead tree in Park cut down by Rick Breininger.  Ted & Kleo Harris cut up the tree and, also, repaired/painted Park sign.  (Thank you!)  *Painting to be done after Narthex completed.  *Wiring for remodeling and in dining room/kitchen needed.  *Survey of Church building and property maintenance needs to be done.  Members-In-Ministry: *Recent recognition brunch at Carol Hehenberger’s for Ministry members.  Pastor Bill reviewed serving Communion procedures.  Christian Fellowship: *Ice Cream Social on July 13th.  Deb Tschudy and Emily Fuchs co-chairing.  *Brewer’s bus trip cancelled.  *Trip to Mallard’s game suggested for August 2nd.  *“Fire on the River” fellowship in Kapp’s backyard on July 5th.  (Please park in Sentry lot AFTER 8:00 p.m.)  Finance: *Robin Meier present to discuss Committee’s plans for coming year, including looking into Endowment Fund, how best to invest current funds, and continue staggering CD’s.  *Herm Tschudy, Gary Schlender, and Jackie Sliter on subcommittee for investments.  *Scholarship policies reviewed.  Stewardship:  Focusing on education and time & talents.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  *Church Directory: final proof ready.  *Narthex Remodel: to start soon.  *Stain Glass Window Repair: first window being worked on.  *Sidewalk/basement leak: bid by Eagle Carpentry.  
NEW BUSINESS:  *Membership list being assessed and updated.  Letters being sent to members where question re: current status.  *150th Church Anniversary Committee being organized.  Volunteers needed.  Plans for events during the year.  
NEXT MEETING: July 17th at 6:30 p.m.  Devotions for July 17th meeting: Daryl Matzke.  

***Summer Hours***
A friendly reminder that the church facilities will be locked at Noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy, in the church office, if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.  Thank you!
***********************
Christian Fellowship Committee
Minutes of

June 10, 2008
Tonight’s Minute Taker: Debbie Tschudy

The Christian Fellowship Committee met on June 10 at 6:30 p.m.  The Committee will continue to meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m., in the church library.  All members are welcome to attend.  
Present:  Pastor Bill, Dorothy Kundert, Lois Pieper, Sherry Pieper, Debbie Tschudy, and Dianna Woerpel.
Pastor Bill opened the meeting with a prayer.  We discussed the upcoming Ice Cream Social, which will be Sunday, July 13, from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., in the church basement.  Debbie will contact Emily Fuchs to go over details for the social; they are co-chairs for the event.  Cindy will be working on getting out sign-up sheets for pie donations and workers/helpers for the event. 

Lois suggested we call members to see if we can get donations for the bake sale, which will be held during the Ice Cream Social.

Debbie will contact Larry Johnson to see if he is willing to have Karaoke during the Ice Cream Social.

There was discussion about the Brewer game outing of August 23.  There aren’t many people signed up so maybe we can change this to a Mallard’s game family outing.  Pastor Bill has the schedule, and he will contact their ticket office to find out about group ticket rates and dates that might work.  Possibly July 26 or August 2.

We discussed the church cleaning and how we could get more members to help out.  There was a suggestion about having it on a Sunday and call it “Grunge Day”.  Have a short service, members can wear work clothes, and we would have a potluck after the work is done.

There is a need for some new fans for the church kitchen and eating area.  Choices of fans were discussed.  Debbie will purchase a tower fan for the kitchen.  For now, fans can, also, be hauled from the church balcony to the basement for the Ice Cream Social. 

We discussed a mission statement for the new combined group (Women’s Guild and Program Committee).  Two suggestions are:

Liaison for activities to help organize fellowship and worshipful events; such as Lenten service, Easter breakfast, Mother-Child banquet, Ice Cream Social, church picnic, and decorating the church for seasons of Easter and Christmas. 

Or

Provide opportunities for continued and new ideas for social interaction among the congregation.  Challenge ways to help us all grow in personal faith.

There was, also, a question raised about if there was a need to change the name – maybe Christian Fellowship Circle or Christian Fellowship Group.  It was decided not to change it from committee.  We will continue to discuss the mission statement next month.

Our next meeting is 
  July 8 at 6:30 p.m.

     Come Join Us!  (
Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord!
Psalm 33:12
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Fire on the River

at the Kapp’s

When:
Saturday, July 5th
Where:
786 Water Street



Prairie du Sac

Parking available at Sentry after 8:00 p.m.
Time:

Please arrive any time after



7:00 p.m.

Bring:
Your own chairs and blankets, 


beverages, and snacks.
Hope to see you on the 5th !!!!
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In the Community

· Sauk Prairie Blood Drive: Monday, 
June 30, from 1:00-6:00 p.m., at the River View Hills Church, 855 Community Drive (one block behind Unity Health).  For an appointment, call 1-800-448-3543.  Walk-ins and new donors welcome!  Your donation is so crucial during this holiday time!
· The Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church Hymn Sings continue on the first Sunday of each month through October from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are non-denominational and without admission charge.  The public is cordially invited.

· Witwen’s July 4th Celebration is spon-sored by the Black Hawk & Denzer United Methodist Churches.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m.  Barbeque chicken dinner with trimmings and pie following parade!  Pop, barbeque, hot dogs, and ice cream sundaes available all day!
· Concerts at the Witwen Park & Campground will be starting Saturday, July 12.  The concerts are free, family-oriented concerts.  The picnic grounds open at 4 p.m., and concerts begin at 6:30 p.m.  Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and your picnic supper or purchase food from the food stand on the grounds for a relaxing, beautiful summer evening of music. (Complete schedule on bulletin board.)
YOUR GARDEN

Plant three rows of peas:

Peace of mind

Peace of heart

Peace of soul

Plant four rows of squash:
Squash gossip

Squash indifference

Squash grumbling

Squash selfishness

Plant four rows of lettuce:

Lettuce be faithful

Lettuce be kind

Lettuce be happy

Lettuce really love one another

Plant three rows of turnips:

Turnip for service when needed

Turnip to help one another

Turnip the music and dance

Plant three rows of thyme:

Thyme for fun

Thyme for rest

Thyme for ourselves

Water freely with patience; and

cultivate with love; and

watch your garden grow!
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Thank you to Katie Smith for sharing this with us!
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