May 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I would like to thank the consistory for sponsoring this month’s issue of the SCOOP.

Beginning with this May 2008 issue, our consistory is asking for members of our faith community to consider sponsoring our monthly newsletter at the rate of $50.  This money would be applied to the cost of the paper and postage it takes to produce and send out the SCOOP.

This is not a new idea.  We currently have the members of our congregation sponsoring our Sunday morning radio broadcasts, usually in honor or in memory of a loved one.  We do the same with poinsettias at Christmas or lilies at Easter.  Perhaps you would consider the same approach when thinking of sponsoring an issue of the SCOOP.

The sponsoring of the newsletter is an attempt to creatively work around some of the financial challenges our church is currently facing.  Rising costs coupled with declining offerings has led our congregation to accept a negative budget of $23,512 for 2008.
We are in the process of exploring ways to address issues related to stewardship and mission in the life of our congregation.  A stewardship committee is in the final stages of being formed and will soon begin the task of educating our congregation and bringing issues of stewardship and mission to the forefront.  

I am supremely confident that we will not only address these current challenges, but in fact, we will grow because of them.  I see a lot of wonderful ministry going on in the life of this church.  We have been truly blessed at First UCC.  

Take care, Pastor Bill

We Celebrate Mothers
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and
the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

Proverbs 31:26
Join us for worship on Mother’s Day, May 11.  The youngest and oldest mothers at each service will receive flowers.


[image: image1]
Confirmation
The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, May 18, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Our 2008 Confirmands are:


Kyle Carlson


Taylor Cook



Sarah Drew



Ella Weinke



David “Dude” Young

This is an important time in the life of our young people and in the life of our congregation.  All are invited to attend the worship service and rejoice in the commit-ments made.

Communion Schedule for

May, June, & July

May
Saturday, May 3rd
Sunday, May 4th
   8:00 a.m.

              10:30 a.m.
Daryl Matzke

Herm Tschudy
David Kolb


Todd Pieper

Carl Barrett


Shawn Liverseed

Terry Steuber

Heidi Liverseed





Jane Kohlman

June ~ Altar
Saturday, May 31st
Sunday, June 1st
   8:00 a.m.

              10:30 a.m.
Barb Brock


Rick Breininger

Duane Woerpel

Evelyn Koenig
Dianna Woerpel

Gary Schlender





Carol Hehenberger

July ~ Altar
Sunday, July 6

   8:00 a.m.

              10:30 a.m.
Dwane Kuhnau

Jamie Wittwer
Pam Alwin


Tom Litscher

Galen Alwin


Todd Pieper





Larry Johnson
      Memorials Report

           Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in March in
We thank the April sponsors of our 8:00 
loving memory of:

Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

Pat Boss
Ruth and Evelyn Accola


Don Hosig
Dorothy Wendt
             Reta Lysenko
Margaret and Jamie Wittwer
             James McFarlane
Lilah Sprecher
             Walter Wendt
Prairie Plumbing & Heating
In Our Church Family
Anniversaries 
Winnie and Lowell Grass, 50 years on May 10


                                     Penny and Bill Roth, 55 years on May 23
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in May!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed you on the May birthday calendar!!

May and June Ushers
8:00                    May             10:30                         8:00                     June            10:30




Mike Brzezinski
Jeanann & Rick
Emily Fuchs
Debbie & Herm

Lucinda Gruber
   Breininger
Deb & Arnie Wells
    Tschudy

Nathan Litscher
Kara & Steve
Rose Kleinert
Carol & Rod
Gordon Hartmann               Rheingans
                                                Hehenberger

***************************************************************************** 
Pastor Bill Kapp                   Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                      Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                           Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                 Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583
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   The May SCOOP is sponsored








   by our Consistory.

May

  2
Spring Cleaning Day at Church – 1:00-3:00 p.m.
  3
Spring Cleaning Day at Church – Starting at 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
  4
Meeting for people interested in going on this summer’s


Back Bay Mission Trip – after 10:30 service
  8
Mother-Child Banquet – 6:30 p.m.
10
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
11
“Happy Mother’s Day”

Pentecost Sunday

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

“Strengthen The Church” Offering Received

13
Christian Fellowship Group – 6:30 p.m.
15
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
17
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.

18
Last day of Sunday School: Sundae Sunday

Sunday School Choir sings – 10:30 service

Confirmation Sunday – 10:30 service
24
Saturday Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
25
Pastor Bill running in the Mad City Marathon: Good luck, Pastor Bill!
26
Memorial Day: Church Office Closed

31
Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Last Saturday Worship Service until Fall – 5:00 p.m.

Saturday worship:  5:00 p.m. through May; resumes September 6

Sunday worship:     8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided) 

Sunday School:       9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 through 6th grade (through May 18); resumes on 



September 7
Sunday School News

                 by Margaret McFarlane
( We had a great “Fun, Float, and Fellowship!”  About 32 people joined us at the Sauk-Prairie High School pool on Saturday, April 19.
( Many thanks to all the students who sang on April 20.

( The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on May 18.  Grades 5 & 6 will have a special part.
( Our last Sunday School class will be May 18.  We will have sundaes as a final treat.  Parents are welcome!
( Please check the candle lighting schedule ~ students are scheduled through May 25.

( Don’t forget to turn in donations for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful project!  We want to meet our goal of $1,000!
( This year, the Sunday School is, again, sponsoring a summer fundraiser.  We are scheduled to run a brat stand by Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 18, and Saturday, July 19. Volunteers will be needed so please mark your calendar!  Our Youth Group will continue the fundraising by running the Brat Stand on Sunday, July 20.
Camp Registration Continues

We are aware of 6 campers who are registered for camp.  (You may continue to register through the end of May.)  Church 

camp is great fun and fellowship.  To assist

with our camping program, we continue to

accept donations to our camp fund.  

Our final special offering 

will be on May 18.  If you 

are planning to go to camp, 

please let us know soon.

Vacation Bible School

V.B.S. will be held here at First U.C.C. 

June 16-20 from 9:30 a.m.-Noon.  Our theme this year is: 
“Rainforest Adventure ~

A Tree Top Bible Blast!”
WE NEED YOU … please consider helping us out for one day (or more).  We need people to be storytellers, craft leaders, recess leaders, snack servers, class leaders, and helpers.  (Helpers must be 7th grade and older.)  Please contact Margaret at 643-6327 if you can help with this special ministry for our young people.
Strengthen the Church

On Sunday, May 11, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ.  Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, we further our commitment to be a multi-racial, multi-cultural church, open and affirming and accessible to all.  We strengthen and renew existing congregations.  We fund leadership for new congregations.  We provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  We fund leadership development for the whole church.  Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.  The “Strengthen The Church” special offering envelopes will be in the bulletins on Sunday, May 4, and Sunday, May 11.  Your support is needed and appreciated!

Summer Music Opportunities!
      from Dennis Kahn, Music Director
(((((((((((((
It’s time to be thinking about summer!  If anyone would like to volunteer to provide special music for our summer worship services, please contact Denny Kahn at 

370-6000 or 963-4915.  Sundays from June 1st through August 31st, September 14th, and September 21st are currently available.  Your gifts of music are certainly appreciated!  Thanks!

A VALENTINE GIFT FROM GOD
Allan Hamilton, son of Cecil and Barb Hamilton, was the recipient of the ultimate Valentine’s Day gift when he received a new liver on February 14, 2008.  He is doing very well!



FROM THE HERT
From Verla Buroker
Special thanks to Pastor Bill for being with us at the hospital.  Thank you to everyone who sent cards and made calls of sympathy.  It was all appreciated very much!


To Patsy Herring & Sharon Mueller for being our coordinators for our 2008 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday’s (and Satur-days).
To Forrest Hartmann, Lucinda Gruber, and Cecy Haines for their years of service on the Finance Committee.
To Lucinda Gruber for her 20+ years of dedication on the Memorial Committee as the Secretary.
IN PRAISE OF MOTHERS
STRENGTH
WISDOM
BEAUTY
COMPASSION

RESPECT

LOVE

WARMTH

Spring Cleaning Days
“Many hands make light work!”
All are invited to help with our Spring cleaning days on Friday, May 2, and Saturday, May 3.  Friday’s hours are 1:00-3:00 p.m.  We will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday.  Come when you can and stay as long as you can.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church.  If you have any project to add to the cleaning list, please call the church office.
May’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

This month’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be May 11 ~ Mother’s Day.  What a perfect time to buy a treat from the table and take it to that special woman who always made sure the cookie jar was filled and your favorite kind of candy was in her cupboard.

April’s donations totaled $172.75 ~ awesome!  All proceeds will go toward our Back Bay Mission trip.

Whether you have baked and brought or bought 
(or all three), 

THANK YOU!

May Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Satur-day, May 31, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.

Come and Have Fun!
Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome!

Christian Fellowship Group:

May Meeting

This Committee will meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  The May meeting will be Tuesday, May 13.

New members ~ both men & women ~ are welcomed!

Hope to see you on May 13 at 6:30 p.m.

A Mother holds her children’s hands for a while, their hearts forever!
CONSISTORY MEETING SUMMARY
April 17th, 2008, 6:30 p.m.

              Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Present:  Pastor Bill, Larry Johnson, Evelyn 

Koenig, Shawn Liverseed, Carol Hehenberger,

Rick Breininger, Daryl Matzke, Ed Larsen, 

Sharon Diehl, and Dianna Woerpel
Financial Report For First Quarter 
of 2008 Reviewed:
* Giving is matching budget, but church 
attendance down, probably due to bad weather
this winter. 

* Suggestion to place ½ of rental income in fund 

for parsonage maintenance.  Porch pillars and 

porch floor need repair plus painting and outside windows need paint plus inside window ledges 

need sanding and revarnishing.  Suggestion to 
cap the fund at $5,000.

* Ideas for saving money in little ways dis-

cussed. Consistory members sponsoring $50 toward May SCOOP postage.

Pastor’s Report:

* Southwest Association meeting April 26th at Montello.  Delegates needed. 

* UCC State Annual Meeting June 6-8 at 
Green Lake.  Delegates needed. 

* Back Bay Mission trip Aug. 10th-16th.  $999 

raised so far toward trip. 

* Pastor Bill attended Stewardship Seminar in 
Madison and gathered ideas for our Committee.
* Youth Ambassador Trip to Germany sche-

duled for June 28th–July 19th.  Three youth from our church going along with youth from 
Windsor UCC and Plymouth UCC Church in Madison. 

* Two baptisms upcoming:  Joshua Mast and 
Sebastian Gavol. 

* Five youth scheduled for Confirmation on 
May 18th.
Committee Reports:

Sunday School:  

* Program discussing Communion for Chil-

dren:  Sunday, April 20th.
* “Fun, Float, and Fellowship” party at Sauk-Prairie High School pool on April 19th. 

* Vacation Bible School June 16th-20th. 

* Collecting money for Mabel’s Mission. 

* Six students signed up for Church Camp.
* Building and Maintenance:  Work days on 
May 2nd and 3rd.   List to be posted.

* Pastor/Parish:  Meeting in May.

* Members in Ministry:  Continuing visits.  
Sharal Steuber excellent coordinator.

* Christian Fellowship: Regular meetings to be scheduled for 2nd Tuesday each month.  Hoping 
for more fellowship events for families and 
church members.  Mother/Child Potluck 
Banquet on May 8th.

* Finance:  Gary Schlender and Shawn Liver-

seed appointed as new members.  Third 
member not yet confirmed.

Unfinished Business:

* Church Directory:  Scheduled for completion 
in May.  Final proofing being done.

* Parsonage/Roof Repair:  Scheduled to be 
started after May 16th.  Heat tape bids sought 
and Rick checking on adding insulation above Sanctuary to prevent heat loss.

* Narthex Remodeling:  Work to begin after 
Vacation Bible School.

* Stain Glass Window Repairs:  Anna Sagami 
evaluated windows and picked two on North
side.  Several other windows will need to be repaired in future.  Repairs will be done this summer.
* Stewardship Committee:  Fritz Wyttenbach 
to chair.  Other members volunteering include: 
Bill Steckelberg, Jamie Wittwer, Rose Kleinert, and Larry Gander.  Two more members 
needed.  Focus initially will be on education.
CONSISTORY MEETING SUMMARY

(continued)

*  Four Year Old Kindergarten:  Daryl and 
Dianna met with Craig Bender and were satis-

fied with discussion on use of our facilities. No changes in current nursery school set up.

* Communion for Children.  Consistory sup-

ports change in tradition.  Meeting with parents, children, Sunday School teachers scheduled.

New Business: 
* 150th Church Anniversary Celebration: 
Deferred to next meeting.

* Request for some large print bulletins for
members with visual problems.

* Request for “Meditation Area” in Church 
Park:  Discussed with no action plan. 

Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer.
Children at 
the Communion Table

Our April 20th Sunday school lesson was devoted to the topic of children at the Communion table.  Parents were invited and encouraged to attend with their children in the classrooms.  A lesson on the sacrament of Holy Communion was presented, focusing on what Communion is, why Christians participate in the sacrament, and how Christians are to go about participating in this very special meal.
Sunday school superintendent Margaret McFarlane and Pastor Bill met in the downstairs portion of the educational building with parents, interested members of the congregation, and older youth for a 
discussion on children at the Communion table.  The discussion was focused on theological reasons for the change and the process of how it came to be implemented at 
First UCC.  The role of the Sunday school and the role of the family in educating our children was, also, discussed.  There was a question and answer time to address individual concerns.  A children’s resource entitled, A Place For You, was given to each Sunday school family along with a prepared sheet of questions to help parents facilitate discussion with their children on the topic of Communion.  

It is Pastor Bill’s hope that parents left this gathering feeling better equipped to talk with their children about Communion and to help families discern when it is the appropriate time for their children to participate.  Pastor Bill would be happy to meet with individual families to help guide them in this process.  Please call 370-2249 if you care to speak with him about this.
LATE BREAKING NEWS:  (
CORRECTION TO

“SUMMER  MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES” 

The following dates have been filled:  June 15th, June 22nd, July 6th, and August 10th.
The other day I saw some cartoon drawings about a cymbal player.  There were no words-just pictures.  The musician wakes up, shaves, dresses, eats breakfast, and studies his music.  Finally, he puts his cymbals in their case, travels to the concert hall, and takes his place in the percussion section of the orchestra.

He waits quietly through most of the program.  As his time to perform approaches, he seizes the cymbals and stands up, breathlessly watching the conductor’s baton.  The big moment comes!  He clashes the cymbals together, one ringing, echoing, perfectly timed note.

His work done, he leaves the stage, puts on his hat and coat, travels home, enjoys dinner, yawns, puts on his pajamas, brushes his teeth, and goes to bed completely content.

The cymbal player did the one thing he needed to do.  I wonder if I do what God expects of me.  Maybe I have one very important thing to do each day.  Maybe if I watch the Conductor very closely, I’ll discover what it is.
By Elizabeth Sherrill
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EACH WEEK








WEDNESDAY


First Choir @ 7:00 p.m.








THURSDAY


Prayer & Study @ 9:15 a.m.











