March 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Friends,

I am thankful to be a part of the ministry of First United Church of Christ.  The people who make up this community of faith are comprised of loving and caring folk who contribute to the ministry of Jesus Christ in many wonderful and unique ways.  We have been called by God and commissioned by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world and serve in Christ’s name.

As you know from reading the Bible, Paul compared the Church to a body, with each member having a specific role within the body.  Some of us play the role of feet while others of us are hands.  Perhaps you’re an ear or an eye.  Individually these parts may seem insignificant, but together, these parts work together to make the body go.  As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12:17, “If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?”
Which part of the body are you?  Perhaps you participate in the music ministry of the church or are involved in Christian Education.  Maybe you serve on a committee or visit the sick.  You may even deliver mobile meals or participate in mission work.  Whatever your individual contributions may be, we work together as the body of Christ to make the ministry of our church happen.

On February 3rd our church attempted to hold an Annual Meeting.  The church constitution stipulates that 10% of our membership body needs to be present in order to have an official meeting.  This did not happen. 

As a result, another Annual meeting has been called for March 9th after the 10:30am worship service.  We only need 10% of our church body to be present in order for our church body to function.  Imagine what could happen if we had even more.  

Let’s not rely on other people to take care of our business.  Each member of the church has valuable insight and opinions about the ministry of our congregation.  Each member has an opportunity to make a positive difference in the life of our church.

Please plan on attending our March 9th Annual Meeting and let your voice be heard.  Let us, as the body of Christ, work together to make the ministry of First United Church of Christ the best it can be.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Come Worship With Us On Saturday Evenings
An exciting time to praise God is set for Saturdays at 5 p.m.  The worship services will be from March 1 through May 31.  Laura Maenche will share her “gift” of music with us at these services as our organist.
Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule
March 5
First United Church of Christ



@ 7:30 p.m.
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Country Road” 

    (Isaiah 49:1-10)
March 12
Bethlehem UMC-Black Hawk



@ 7:30 p.m.
Pastor John Smith III: “A Long & Winding 



       Road” (Isaiah 35:1-10)
Easter Lilies and Palms

We invite you to donate towards Easter lilies and palms in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the April SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, March 16 – Palm Sunday
10:30 a.m.
Children’s palm procession
Worshippers at both services receive palms

Thursday, March 20 – Maundy Thursday
7:00 p.m. 
Tenebrae Service with Holy


Communion

Friday, March 21 – Good Friday
1:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Cooperative Ser-



vice at St. John’s Lutheran


Church-Prairie du Sac

7:00 p.m.
Worship at First UCC with 


Holy Communion

Sunday, March 23 – Easter Sunday
8:00 & 10:30 Worship services with Holy


  Communion

                        Chili & Soup Supper
0The Christian Fellowship Group will be hosting a Chili and Soup Supper on Wednesday, March 5.  Dinner will be served from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and chicken noodle and cheesy broccoli soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and dessert will, also, be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service.

Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Emily Fuchs at 643-8085 or Rose Kleinert at 643-7091 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!

From Herb & Bev Feierabend

Dear friends: We are enjoying warm, sunny weather.  The Lawton’s are here this week, and we built the house for the Sunday School yesterday (February 7) and will try to send pictures in a following letter.

We built our 300th house since December 1993 a week ago.  As you can see by the picture (on our bulletin board), we have a good sized crew, and they work well together to build a house in a little over two hours.  The family is happy to get the house!  It is only a 12’ X 16’ basic building, but they are thrilled with it.

God bless you in this Lenten season, and the peace and grace of God be with you!

Welcome the stranger: OGHS

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
With your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, the United Church of Christ offers hope and well-being to people around the world.  Working with international ministry partners and with the domestic UCC disaster and refugee and immigration networks, they use the offering to help people make vital basic improvements in their lives.  Nine Christian churches support One Great Hour of Sharing, a life-giving tradition that began in 1949.

By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, you join with communities struggling to overcome poverty, illiteracy, illness, and the dangers of wars and disasters.
Together we follow God’s call ~ sharing resources, changing lives!

Now that we are scotch-taping our newsletter, the special envelopes are not always staying in the newsletter “from our place to yours.”  The “One Great Hour of Sharing” special envelopes will be in a basket at the back of church.  Please don’t forget to take one if you wish to make a donation.  Thank you!
Memorials

Memorials were received in January in loving memory of:

Elizabeth “Betty” Ott
Radio Ministry

We thank the February sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
In our church family

Marcy & Steve Thurwachter
Lorene & Bob Cushing
Sally Drew & Sarah Smith
Anniversaries


                                Kelli & Tim Straight, 15 years on March 19

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in March!
We acknowledge the 1st anniversary and anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; 

and all anniversaries over 50 years.

If we missed you on the March birthday calendar, please call the church office!
Ushers
8:00               March           10:30                    
             8:00           April                10:30



Tammy Young
Tom, Margaret, and
     Phil Bongard

Kelli & Tim

   
Megan 
Amanda McFarlane
     Dave Bongard
      Straight

    David Michael

     Liz Bongard


Nadene & Todd
Jackie Sliter

     Peggy Ganser

    Litscher
   Dustin
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org




   The church answering machine is always on.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                     504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


             March 2008
March
 1
Saturday Worship resumes– 5:00 p.m.

 5
Chili & Soup Supper – 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.


We Host Lenten Service – 7:30 p.m.


Coffee & dessert following service
 8
March Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
         Don’t forget to “spring” forward 1 hour before you go to bed
 9
Daylight Savings Time Begins

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
2008 Annual Meeting ~ after 10:30 worship service

12
Lenten Service @ Bethlehem UMC, Black Hawk - 7:30 p.m.

15
Saturday Worship ~ 5:00 p.m.

16
Palm Sunday

Sunday School Palm Procession

Sunday School Choir will sing at 10:30 service

20
Maundy Thursday~ Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m.
21
Good Friday services:  1:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran-Prairie du Sac

and 7:00 p.m. at First U.C.C.

22
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.

23
Easter Sunday ~ Alleluia! He Is Risen!

“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering
28
“Happy Birthday, Pastor Bill!”
29
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday worship:   8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare 



 provided)
Sunday School:      9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

          Our annual swimming party will be Saturday, April 19, from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  (Please note day and time change.)  We are inviting Concordia and First Presbyterian members to join us.  Watch for future details.  
                During Lent, the Sunday School is collecting donations for the Mexican Children’s Refuge.  Pastor Herb and Bev Feierabend from our church are the coordinators of this home building project.

Donations can be sent to Sunday School or put in the offering plate.  Donations should be turned in by April 20.

              March is church camp month!  Students in grades K-6 will hear about camp.  (See separate article.)
               Thanks for the great choir participa-tion on February 17.  The Sunday School choir will sing, again, on March 16.  Grade 4 will share a special part.
                A new candlelighting schedule will be made for April and May.  If your child would like to participate, please let me know 

(643-6327).

               On Palm Sunday, March 16, all students are welcome to join in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.
                     Our annual Easter party is set for Saturday, March 22, at 1:00 p.m.  We’ll have an egg hunt, treats, and fun afterwards.
                        There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday.  Enjoy being together as a family!
Church Camp Is For All Ages!
Campers gather in the community of creation to share meals, songs, campfires, star-gazing, worship, water sports, and more.  Church camp really is a wonderful way to relax, have fun, learn, and enjoy fellowship.

Brochures for the 2008 season have been mailed to those who participated last year; additional brochures are available in the literature racks and at the church office.  There are camps for young children all the way up to senior citizens.  Register for the camp you want by sending in the form and fee.  There are discounts if you register early!  $10 if you register by March 17, $5 if you register by April 15.
Let the Church office know you will be attending.
Women’s Sunday
                               February 10, 2008
Women’s Sunday was held on February 10, 2008.  The theme this year was:  “Holy Encounters ~ a good news message.”  Pastor Bill’s mother, Deborah Bailey, Minister for Women’s Concerns, United Church of Christ, editor of Common Lot, prepared the booklet that provided the resources for the service.  The white tablecloth that was used as our altar cloth for communion listed the names of all the women of First U.C.C.  The altar flowers were in loving memory of the women of the church who passed away in 2007-2008: Reta Lysenko, Priscilla “Toddy” Loether, Caroline Somerau, Irene Waffen-schmidt, Violet Werla, and Elizabeth “Betty” Ott.
Thank you to all of the women who participated in the program -- it couldn't happen without you!
A special thank you to Beverly Davidson, who provided the sermon for both services; Laura Maenche for her special offertory music; to Men of A-Chord for their special music; and to Dennis Kahn, our organist and music director.  Thank you to Dianna Woerpel for having coffee and donuts available for fellowship between and after the services.
Let us focus on the radiance of Jesus’ transfigured presence.  Let His Light Shine through us!  Recognize God in the people you encounter each day and let them know that they are God’s children and they are good.  Take the time to recognize the Holy Encounters in your every day life and feel at peace knowing that God is always with you today, tomorrow, and forever!
“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”
Sunday: March 9
[image: image1.wmf] If you like to bake[image: image2.wmf] and bring; [image: image3.wmf] or you like to buy,
[image: image4.wmf] stop by and enjoy this special event  [image: image5.wmf]
$151.00 was collected on February 10.  Thank you to Pastor Bill for baking his delectable chocolate chip cookies and to Jody Kapp for baking her delicious pumpkin-chocolate chip muffins.

All proceeds will go toward our August Back Bay Mission trip.
God is like... 
A HALLMARK CARD

He cares enough to send
His very best!

(((((((((((
(     Because there was     (
(      no quorum at the     (
(        February 3rd          (
(     Annual Meeting, we   (
(     will gather together    (
(    on Sunday, March 9th  (
(        after the 10:30         (
(       worship service         (
(       to conduct our           (
(   2008 Annual Meeting   (
(((((((((((


FROM THE HERT
With love, Cliff & Lois Pieper

When going through a bumpy time ~ sometimes feeling a bit alone ~ we struggle through some days, only to find when the sun comes out; we are just where we should be ~ in the company of our “amazing” church family and friends.  We thank you ALL, once again, for your prayers & love.
Collecting Aluminum Pop Cans For Recycling
Thank you to everyone who has brought in aluminum pop cans.  Just a reminder that the only thing we are collecting are aluminum pop cans.  Anything else aluminum jams up the machine at the recycling center.  Thanks for your continued support of this project!  
Christian Fellowship Group
As we transition from Program Commit-tee/Women’s Guild to our Christian Fellowship Group, if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, you may contact: Rita Larsen, Sherry Pieper, or Debbie Tschudy.  The groups will, hopefully, be meeting some time in April.
March Craft Clutch
This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, March 8, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome! 

Palm Sunday

It was Palm Sunday and, because of a sore throat, five-year-old Johnny stayed home from church with a sitter.  When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm branches.  The boy asked what they were for.

“People held them over Jesus’ head as he walked by,” his older brother explained.

“Wouldn’t you know it,” the boy fumed.  “The one Sunday I don’t go, He showed up!”
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Each Week


Wednesday





Men of A-Chord ~


5:45 p.m.*


First Choir ~ 


6:30 p.m.*





Thursday





Prayer & Study Group ~


9:15 a.m.





* Note change of time until Easter








