February 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Friends,

One of the benefits of being a pastor is that I get invited to go fishing from time to time.  I appreciate those opportunities for fellowship and a chance to engage in an activity that a member of the congregation enjoys participating in.

Fishing also happens to be a great analogy for what the Christian church is to be about.  When Jesus called his first disciples, he set before them a task.  He said, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  Simon Peter and Andrew, and later James and John, could relate to the image of fishing even if they didn’t fully understand what Jesus was talking about.  They were fishermen by trade and knew there was no life like it.

Our task is the same today as it was back then.  We have been called, as the body of Christ, to cast out our nets and haul in as many people as possible who have yet to experience the saving love of Jesus Christ.

We have been commissioned at First United Church of Christ to catch people with the extravagant love God gives us, and reel them in for Jesus, who is the owner and captain of our boat.  We are called to bring them to the One who brings to all who are landed in His boat citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven.  We have a responsibility to be a people and a church who strives to live out our faith in the world.

So, how are we supposed to do this?  How do we fish for people?

Well, the ways are many and varied, just as there are many different ways to fish: Forgiving our enemies, blessing those who curse us, loving those who hate us, healing others even when we ourselves are wounded, and feeding others even when we have little or nothing to offer.  Other ways include providing a safe place for teaching children the ways of God, mission and outreach, visiting the sick, ringing the bell for the Salvation Army, or driving someone to their doctor’s appointment.  

We have been equipped by Christ to fish for people.  And so, let us cast out our nets.  What a wonderful expression of ministry to be able to show and share with the world that God’s love is available for all people.  May God help us as a congregation, as God’s crew, until the Kingdom of God arrives in all of its fullness.
Blessings,

Pastor Bill


Women’s Sunday
Women’s Sunday will be February 10th at both services.  This year’s theme will be "Holy Encounters" and will be based on a program edited by Deborah Bailey (Pastor Bill’s mom). (  We will be using the white tablecloth with the names of all the women of First U.C.C. as the altar cloth while communion is served.  Beverly Davidson will deliver the sermon at both worship services.  Take a moment to think about how Jesus has enriched the quality and produc-tivity of your life.  Then remember the people who have added nutrients for your life.  Take the time to recognize the Holy encounters in your everyday life and feel at peace knowing that God is always with you today, tomorrow, and forever.
Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “On the Road to the Cross.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m., except on Ash Wednesday, there will be two services: 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  The Good Friday service is at 1:00 p.m.  The offerings collected at these services support cooperative Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule

February 6
 
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS



1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes)
Pastor Jeff Virchow
February 13

First Presbyterian




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Kendall Schlittler: “He Ain’t Heavy”
(Mark 10:32-34)

February 20      

St. John’s -Leland




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Kapp: “Why Don’t We Do It In the Road” (Luke 14:15-24)
February 27

Concordia UMC




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide: “Every Day is a Winding Road” (Jeremiah 31:18-22)
March 5
First United Church of Christ


@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Country Road” 

    (Isaiah 49:1-10)
March 12
Bethlehem UMC-Black Hawk


@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor John Smith III: “A Long & Winding Road” (Isaiah 35:1-10)
March 21
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS


@ 1:00 p.m.



First United Church of Christ



@ 7:00 p.m.

                     “Good Friday”
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue
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February SCOOP
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February
3
9:00 a.m. Worship Service


Annual Meeting follows service ~ 10:15 ‘ish

(Childcare available at both the service and meeting)
 4
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
 6
Ash Wednesday service ~ 1:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. @ 

St. John’s Lutheran-Prairie du Sac

(Please note change in time from other Wednesday services)

8-10  Junior Youth Retreat @ Chula Vista in WI Dells
10
Women’s Sunday with Holy Communion

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

13
Lenten Service ~ 7:30 p.m. @ First Presbyterian Church 

14
  “Happy Valentine’s Day”  
17
Sunday School Choir sings ~ 10:30 a.m.
20
Lenten Service ~ 7:30 p.m. @ St. John’s-Leland

21
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
23
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1-4 p.m.

27     Lenten Service ~ 7:30 p.m. @ Concordia UMC
“Real generosity is doing something nice for someone who’ll never find it out.”
Frank A. Clark

Sunday Worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:  
9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Confirmation: 
9:00-10:15 a.m.
Memorials Report

Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in December in loving memory of:



Violet Werla
In our church family
We thank the sponsors of the January radio broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:


Lucy Coenen & Lorene Sprecher

Vera & Zona Dickerson


Pat & John Shelby

Maxine Cairns
Anniversaries   
Clyde and Ethel Pellett, 20 years on February 6
Shirley and Merton Moely, 66 years on February 7
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February!
Please let the church office know if we miss yours.
Ushers


          8:00                                           February                                10:30


Donna Seitz         


    Terry Steuber


Brenda & Steve Ott

                  Phil, Sue, and Jamie Barth


Nicole Kippley Ott
*The 2008 usher and communion server schedules will be mailed soon.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
 “You will find as you look back upon your life that the moments you have really lived are the moments when you have done things in the spirit of love.”
Henry Drummond
Greetings From Your Music Director   by Dennis Kahn
It's hard to believe we are already more than a month past Christmas.  Hopefully, with Lent and Easter being so early this year, spring will surprise us and arrive early too!  The snow and cold have been challenging!

Both First Choir and Men of A-Chord are back at preparing music for Sundays and Lent.  I would like to extend an invitation to any and all to come and join us to help make our worship as musically fulfilling as possible.

Men of A-Chord and First Choir will modify rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A-Chord will rehearse from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m., and First Choir will begin at 6:30 and conclude at 7:15 p.m.  This will allow members to be able to get to the Lenten services, which begin at 7:30 p.m.  This change will begin on February 13th.  On February 6th, Men of A-Chord will rehearse at 5:45, but First Choir will not rehearse, due to the Ash Wednesday Service at St. Johns being at 6:30.

I would like to thank everyone for his or her wonderful support of our music ministry here at First Church.

Sunday School News
   by Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  40 people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either

bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 3, due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9 a.m. service and 10 a.m. meeting, there will be a 
nursery available and videos for school age students.

A new schedule of candlelighters was sent home with the February letter on January 27.  Please call me at 643-6327 if your child would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets have been 

assigned to the third Sunday of the month.

The Sunday School Choir sounded great 

on January 20.  We will be singing again 

on Sunday, February 17, at the 10:30 service.  Grades 2 & 3 will do something special before the choir sings.
Fun, Float, & Fellowship is on April 13 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Watch for future details!
March will be church camp month.  We will start our donation fund for summer campers.
Check It Out …
Stop in the library and look at the new books we have.  The following books were purchased: All God’s Creatures, The Christmas Story, God Is With You, Made For A Purpose, What I Like About Me, I Will Rejoice, All Things Bright and Beautiful, Let Me Hold You Longer, Fun Excuses To Talk About God, Every Day With God, Who’s Who and Where’s Where In The Bible, Rescue Chelsea, What’s A Girl To Do?, Making Time For God, Jesus Wants All Of Me, A Cup Of Comfort, Battlefield Of The Mind, Chicken Soup For The Teen Soul, and Chicken Soup For The Preteen Soul.
Thank you to our book donors!

Donor
:

  Purchased In Honor Of:

Liz Bongard

    Dorothy Wendt

Kleo Harris

    Doris Steuber

Lois Pieper

   Amanda McFarlane

Marcia Nachreiner     Randy, Libby, & Linnea

Margaret McFarlane  Members of the Sunday



   School Staff

If you are interested in purchasing a book in honor or in memory of someone, please contact Margaret McFarlane or Cindy Baker.

A Special Valentine For You
John 3:16

“For God so LoVed the world,

                      That he gAve

                           His onLy

                          BegottEn

                                SoN
                                    That whosoever 

                     Believeth In Him

                         Should Not perish,

                       But have Everlasting life.”

                               Chili & Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 5.  Dinner will be served from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and desserts will be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service.
Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Emily Fuchs at 643-8085 or Rose Kleinert at 
643-7091 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!
February Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, February 23, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  
“Come and have some fun.”
Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
GIVING STATEMENTS
If you have not received your 2007 Giving Statement, please contact the church office at 643-8387.  Thank you!



FROM THE HERT

Blessings and Love, From Lois Price
Once, again, I need to thank all the good people of our church for the wonderful cards, prayers, phone visits, hugs, and well wishes.  They just keep on coming.  What a joy to know you all!
Blessings To You, From Shirley Moely
Thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers, to the Prayer Circle, and to everyone who prayed for me, called, visited me, sent cards of encouragement, and signed the well-wishers letter.  All was much appreciated!

February “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday: February 10
to baketo bring, to buy.

This is your chance to treat
that special 
Now that the Organ loan has been paid in full, proceeds will go toward the Back Bay Mission trip in August 2008.  $48.75 was collected in January.
How very much we appreciate
YOUparticipating!

God, The Creator
Want to know the greatest problem atheists have? They can’t understand and won’t accept the simple, unassailable, provable, scientific fact that Nothing comes from nothing!  People who believe in God understand that!  Man instinctively knows this and has worshipped the Creator throughout the world from earliest times!  Those four easily understood words tell us that before there was matter, before a universe and its solar systems, the stars, ‘black holes,’ planets and moons existed, God was there, just as he is with us today!  No matter of any kind existed in the beginning from which the universe and all its wonders could have been created, regardless of what scientists would have us believe.  Before the beginning of anything, there was nothing but God!  Believe that and take heart!  We know what even the most learned atheists can’t accept and believe: the fact that Nothing comes from nothing!  God created the universe and all that is in it!
From Dr. Bill Wenzel
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Each week





Wednesday: *


Men of A-Chord – 5:45 p.m.


First Choir – 6:30 p.m.





Thursday:


Prayer & Study Group -


9:15 a.m.





* During Lent, beginning 


   February 13th





ANNUAL MEETING


February 3, 2008,


approx. 10:15 a.m., 


following 9:00 a.m. 


Worship Service





BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








