January 2008

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,
During the month of January I reflect a great deal on the year that has just ended.  Many of these reflections end up in my annual report.  I must say that 2007 was a banner year in the life of our congregation.  We are a church that is busy and on the go.  

But as I think back on 2007, I can’t help but recall the wonderful members of our congregation who have passed away in the last year:

Franz Wyttenbach

Bill Fuchs

Reta Lysenko

Erv Sprecher

Toddy Loether

Kevan Clemens

Caroline Somerau

Irene Waffenschmidt

Ken Powers

Jack Shinker

Violet Werla


Each of these beloved people contributed to the life of First UCC in their own special and unique ways.  They were a vital part of our faith community and have left big shoes to fill.  

I must say what an absolute joy it was for me to get to know these fine folks.  There are a multitude of memories, the memories of love shared, tasks accomplished, and events celebrated.  I am thankful for the time we have journeyed together.

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory in Jesus Christ.

With the Greatest of Hope, Pastor Bill

Waunita Fradette’s grandson sent this to her.  Enjoy! (and perhaps have a kleenex handy.)  
Now this is the Living Bible ………..

His name was Bill.  He has wild hair, wears a t-shirt with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes.  This was literally his wardrobe for his entire four years of college.  He is brilliant, kind of profound, and very, very bright.  He became a Christian while attending college.  

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church.  They want to develop a ministry to the students but are not sure how to go about it.  One day, Bill decides to go there.  He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair.  The service has already started so Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat.  The church is completely packed, and he can’t find a seat.  By now, people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything.  Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right on the carpet.  By now, the people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick.  

About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Bill.  Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece sit.  A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly.  He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to themselves that you can’t blame him for what he’s going to do.  How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor?  It takes a long time for the man to reach the boy.  The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man’s cane.  All eyes focused on him.  You can’t even hear anyone breathing.  The minister can’t even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has to do.  And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor.  With great difficulty, he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and worships with him so he won’t be alone. Everyone chokes up with emotion.
When the minister gains control, he says, “What I’m about to preach, you will never remember.  What you have just seen, you will never forget.”

“Be careful how you live.

You may be the only Bible some people will ever read!”


but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary 

2008 Annual Report
Copies of the 2008 Annual Report will be available in the back of church beginning Sunday, January 20th.  If you would like a copy of the report mailed to you, please call the church office.

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 27, we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange.  Pastor Bill will be at St. John’s Lutheran Church-Prairie du Sac, and Pastor John Smith III from First Presbyterian Church will be here.  This year’s theme is “Pray Without Ceasing.”
December Consistory Meeting

from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Secretary's report for November 15 and special meeting of November 29 read and accepted as read.

Pastor Bill's report: *Pulpit exchange last Sunday of January.  He will be at St. John's Lutheran Church, and Pastor John Smith from First Presbyterian Church will be at our church.  *Ecumenical meeting to be held in 
January to plan Lenten services.  Ash 
Wednesday service is on February 6 at St. John's.  *Women's Sunday scheduled for February 10.  *Per capita dues for Conference of $4.50 per member due. *"Boundary" training for pastors required every 4 years. Pastor Bill completed training.  *Stewardship seminar for ministers held in November.  Of 30 large UCC churches in our conference, we are only church without a stewardship program.  

*7 adults received as members on Membership Sunday.  25 adults and 16 youth have joined this past year.  *Pastor Bill to provide sermon for 150th anniversary of St. Paul's UCC in Freeport, IL.  (He did his student internship there, and it is Jody's home church.)  *Youth program going well.  Several activities: corn maize, Pizza Hut serving ($350 raised), Christmas party, Youth retreat in February at Chula Vista, Youth mission to Back Bay Mission in Mississippi in August, Youth exchange to Germany in June, German youth visiting here in 2009.  *Jan and Cliff Lawton going to Mabel's Mission in Texas.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Activities reviewed.  *Curriculum materials for next year ordered.  *Confirmands studying Ten Commandments and, also, incorporating "Hot Topics," discussion of current youth issues.  Building and Maintenance:  *Water leakage from ice dams on roof.  *Rick Breininger and Kevin Hasheider shoveled off roof and added special salt to help melting.  *Landscaping around side of church needs work in Spring to assist run-off.  New roof work to begin late Spring/early Summer.  *Checking on dead tree in park.  *Thanks to Prairie Plumbing & Heating, Rick Breinin-ger, Chris Garcia, and anyone else for 
their snow plowing efforts and to McFar-lane's for their equipment maintenance.  Members in Ministry:  Communion and visits to shut-ins continues.  Program:  Christmas potluck on December 6.  Krystal Carlson gave a special report on her year as an exchange student in Switzerland.  Next meeting January 3.  Finance:  Preliminary budget and financial reports reviewed.  Shawn to go to Finance meeting.  Budget to be finalized at January meeting.  Unfinished Business:  *Music Ministry Organ Fund:  Loan paid off with announcement at the Christmas Music Sunday, December 9.  *Church directory:  Most pictures in.  Final layouts needed.  Hope for completion by March. *Narthex remodel:  Bids from two companies. Continue to work on planning. *Stain glass repair: Windows needing repair and estimates being sought.  *Safe Sanctuary policy:  Summary to be presented at Annual Meeting.  *Accounting transition to QuickBooks going well.  New Business:  *Annual Meeting February 3.  Agenda items reviewed and discussed.  *Next Consistory meeting at 
6:30 p.m. on January 17.

[image: image1.wmf]
January “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday
Thank you to everyone who baked, bought, and/or brought in 2007!  The Organ loan has been paid off thanks to all of you!  We collected $190 at our beautifully adorned December table.
Our first 2008 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be January 13.  Let’s see how we can “decorate” our first table of the new year!
[image: image2.wmf]
January Craft Clutch
This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, January 12, from 1:00-4:00 p.m.,
in the basement of the Education Building.  Organize Christmas photos, put “assembly required” gifts together, or just come to talk.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
Salvation Army 

Christmas Kettles
The Salvation Army helps the less fortunate in so many ways: with fuel and electric bills, with healthcare supplements, with food and shelter, and with disaster relief.  

Our thanks to everyone from First UCC and the Sauk-Prairie community who helped in this year’s kettle drive.  $4,238.35+ was collected.  Thank you!



FROM THE HERT

From the Thanksgiving Dinner Committee  Thank you for your generous donation to the Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner.  (We donated over 30 pies this year!) Thanks to your participation, it was a great success!
Warren and Alice Wittwer
Thank you to our church, friends, neighbors, and family who remembered both of us while at the hospital and since our return home.  A special thank-you to Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY 2008 SCOOP
January
  1
“Happy New Year!”
  3
Program Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

12
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

13
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday


Mission Trips Organizational Meeting ~ after 10:30 


service

17
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
20
Sunday School Choir sings ~ 10:30 service


Sunday School Bowling at Riviera Bowl ~


1:00-2:30 p.m.
27
“Pulpit Exchange” Sunday
Sunday worship:   8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) & 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:     9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult




 9:00-10:15 a.m. Confirmation
“Some Christians talk to their dogs more than they talk to God!” 

…… from Bill Wenzel
Memorials Report

          Radio Ministry


No Memorials were received in November

We thank the December sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship radio broadcasts:


The Barth Family



Paul Schulz



Helen Aspero


Prairie Plumbing & Heating
    
Jan & Cliff Lawton
In our church family
Anniversaries
Verla and Ellis Buroker, 64 years on January 1



           Julie and George Perry, 40 years on January 6




         Jennifer & Bruce Pape, 10 years on January 16
Ushers
8:00              January         10:30                              8:00              February            10:30___
Charmaine & Charles
Mildred Steckelberg
Donna Seitz
Sue, Jamie, & Phil

Carter
Bill Steckelberg
Brenda & Steve Ott
    Barth
Gary Dickerson
Donna Kaufman
Nicole Kippley

Terry Steuber
Walt Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer
Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Attention ushers, communion servers, and new members   
If you want to be added or deleted from the 2007 schedules, please contact the church office by January 15.  Thank you!
Sunday School News 

            from Margaret McFarlane

Classes will resume on January 6 at
9:10 a.m.  We will celebrate January birthdays.


Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows that we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 4th, 5th, & 6th grade students and adults who helped paint them.  They looked wonderful!

We had a total of 40 carolers on December 2!  Thanks to all the students, parents, and staff who helped brighten the holidays for those at Maplewood Village and The Pines.


Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table.  We delivered 514 pounds of food to the Food Pantry.  Special thanks to the Confirmation students & leaders and Pastor Bill who helped with the delivery!

The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the 
staff, parents, and Pastor Bill for helping make the program a reality.


The Sunday School choir will sing on January 20 at the 10:30 service.

We are planning a bowling party on Sunday, January 20, from 1-2:30 p.m. at the Riviera Bowl.  The price is $3.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


Looking ahead: there will be no Sunday School on February 3, due to the Annual Meeting.
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, and a great big

THANK YOU to:

Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was, again, a great success!  The toys and teen items were made available to 50 adults.  Many thanks for all the wonderful donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As always, the monetary donations were appreciated and were used to buy batteries and items for teens.  My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired items, or helped during the distribution:


Pastor Bill
Dana & Savana Gee

Gary & Sandy Schlender
Shirley Mitchell

Millie Larsen
Sharal Steuber

Lucinda Gruber
Cindy Baker

Carol Hehenberger
Rita Larsen

Kleo Olson
Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for Sauk Prairie children!

Margaret McFarlane,
H.E.L.P. Coordinator

Those who made it Christmas
Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, First Choir and Men of A-Chord, Laura Maenche, all guest musicians and vocalists; all who helped with decorating the church; Margaret McFarlane for planning and directing the Sunday School program and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P. project; ushers and communion servers; Advent candle lighters; and last but not least, Chris, our custodian.  Your time, talents, and efforts during this season are GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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Each Week











(


Wednesdays


Men of A-Chord: 6:15 p.m.


First Choir: 7:00 p.m.














Thursdays


Prayer & Study Group: 9:15 a.m.





Annual Meeting Preview





As stipulated by our Constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February -- this year the 3rd --for an Annual Meeting.  Business to be conducted includes a review of 2007, plans for our future, adoption of the 2008 budget, and election of Consistory and Pastor-Parish members.  The February 3rd meeting will begin immediately following our 9 a.m. worship service.  Our 8 a.m. WRPQ-740AM radio broadcast will be pre-recorded.











