December 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


The clean-up weekend in early November produced positive results.  Members from the congregation scrubbed, mopped and performed other tasks around the church.  As I recall, approximately 43 work hours were donated.  Thanks to the caring folks who make our church look the best it can be.

The Help Excite Little People toy cleaning efforts have been underway for a few weeks now.  Caring “elves” have been working diligently cleaning and restoring toys to their original beauty in the hopes that underprivileged children in our community will receive joy at Christmas.  Countless hours are spent each year on behalf of this wonderful ministry.
Members from the church had the opportunity to deliver Mobile Meals on the days before and after Thanksgiving.  Delivering meals to the home bound is an important community outreach, allowing people the opportunity to live independently as long as possible.

The Salvation Army kicked off its annual bell ringing campaign on the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Congregations from Sauk Prairie and surrounding communities will work together to ring the bell for the Salvation Army on the weekends leading up to Christmas.  Members from our church rang the bell at McFarlane’s and Ace, collecting $499.28 in contributions.


Food items from our home harvest table were delivered to the Sauk Prairie food pantry by the confirmation class.  Combining the efforts of many allows food to be put on the table this holiday season.

 The common denominator in all of this activity is you.  Our ministry wouldn’t happen without the members of our faith community.  The Holy Spirit has been active in our midst, giving us the opportunity to reach out in many kinds of ways.  Part of staying active in the life of the church is to give our time, talents, and offerings to projects and programs that have meaning to us.  It is good for our congregation and it is good for our relationship with God.
Let us continue to be as generous of ourselves as God has been to us.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Margaret & Jamie Wittwer want to share this beautiful poem with all of you, in loving memory of their beloved husband and father, Clifford; and to each of you, in memory of the loved one(s) you are thinking about this holiday season.

“I’m Spending Christmas With Jesus Christ This Year”

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,

With tiny lights, like heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow.

The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear;

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear.

But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.

For I have no words to tell you , the joy their voices bring;

For it is beyond description to hear as angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I can’t tell you of the splendor or the peace here in this place.

Can you just imagine Christmas? With our Savior, face to face?

I’ll ask Him to light your spirit as I tell Him of your love,

So then pray one for another as you lift your eyes above.

So please let your hearts be joyful and let your spirit sing;

For I’m spending Christmas in heaven,

And I’m walking with the King!

Author Unknown

Decorating the Church 
for Christmas
We will be decorating the Church to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ on Saturday, December 1, at 1:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcomed to come and help!
Christian Fellowship/Women’s Guild Christmas Party
This year’s Christian Fellowship/ Women’s Guild Christmas potluck party will be Thursday, December 6, at 5:30 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.  Everyone in the congregation is invited!  We will begin with a potluck, and then Krystal Carlson will show us a power point presentation of her experience living in Switzerland for a year.  Everyone should bring a dish to pass and their own silverware, plates will be provided as well as coffee and punch.  We hope you will join us for an evening of joyful fellowship!  If you have any questions, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or Dianna Woerpel at 643-8936 or Lois Pieper at 643-2618.
 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday:  December 9
As you begin to shop, decorate, and bake for the holidays, let’s remember to set aside a dozen (or two) of your favorite cookies, bars, or candy for our “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on December 9.  Let’s “wrap” our table with our edible “gifts” to share with each other and make this our “merriest” table, yet!
December Craft Clutch
This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Saturday, December 15, starting at 9:30 a.m. in the kitchen basement of the Education Building.  This coincides with the Sunday School Christmas program practice.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome
Christmas Poinsettias

We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and greenery in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the January SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER Scoop
December
1 Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.

Decorating Church for Christmas ~ 1:00 p.m.

2 Caroling during Sunday School hour

3 Sunday School Teachers’ Staff meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
5
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 6:30-8:30 p.m.
 6
Christian Fellowship Christmas Potluck ~ 5:30 p.m.
 7
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
 9
Christmas Music Festival ~ both worship services


“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

Sunday School “White Gift” Sunday

11
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon

13
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 6:30-8:30 p.m.

14
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00 a.m.-Noon
15
H.E.L.P. Toy Distribution ~ 8:00-9:30 a.m.

Sunday School Christmas Program Practice ~ 9:30 a.m.

Christian Craft Clutch ~ 9:30 a.m.
16
Sunday School Christmas Program ~ 10:30 worship service

20
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

24
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service ~ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School:    9:10-10:10 a.m.   Ages 3 years and older
October Memorials

No Memorials were received in October.
Radio Broadcasts
We thank the November sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:



Ruth Hehenberger



Jan & Cliff Lawton



Joni & Jim Schwenn

Kim & Rick Peters & Family



Lorene & Bob Cushing
In our church family

Anniversaries
     Georgia & Frank Selden, 45 years on December 8
Bev and Herb Feierabend, 53 years on December 19


              Jane & Dave Litscher, 45 years on December 22

Ushers
8:00              December         10:30                    8:00              January             10:30______

Gloria Ramsey
Jane Kohlman
Charmaine & Charles
Milly Steckelberg

Tina Wilkenson
Todd Pieper
   Carter

Bill Steckelberg
Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed
Gary Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer
    Pierick
   Larsen 
Walter Dickerson
Donna Kaufman

Pastor Bill Kapp       Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon;
                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249
                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                         Hours:  Monday through Friday:  8:00 a.m.–Noon
                                   Phone Number: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
                                   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Matthew 1:23



FROM THE HERT

Gratefully, Pastor Penny & Bill Roth
“I always thank my Lord as I remember you in my prayers.”
Philemon 1:4

Beloved friends,

Thank you for the lovely Open House and for every expression of love you extended to us as we prepared to leave Wisconsin.  Every card, letter, or gift is appreciated as we re-share them now that we are “at home” in Colorado.

We’ve experienced so many things together through these nearly 55 years, happy times and sad ones, too.  Times of challenge, hard work, fun, the forever praying in sorrow or celebration.  What memories.

Each of you holds a warm spot in our hearts, so special and always a blessing.  I’ll be writing letters, sending cards and pictures; and, if you’ll please do the same, each will be enjoyed and cherished.  We love you.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with your spirit.”
Philemon 1:25
From Walter & Dorothy Wendt

Many thanks to Pastor Bill and our wonderful church family for all their love and care when we can no longer take part in the activities.  We appreciate this more than we can say.  God’s blessings to everyone!
From Ruth Accola

A big thank you to all who remembered me in so many ways while at the hospital, the nursing home, and since my return home.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers.
From Anna Zick
Many thanks to Pastor Bill and everyone who remembered me with their prayers, cards, calls, and visits during my recuperation.  God Bless You All!

November 14, 2007

Dear Friends,

We are here in warm south Texas.  It’s been in the 80’s since we arrived in late October.

We will build our first house tomorrow.  We’ve made several trips to Mexico to get everything organized and pick up our medications.

We are leaving Sunday for our daughter’s in Minneapolis for Thanksgiving, returning on the 26th.  Hope the weather is warm yet.

Hope everyone is keeping warm and healthy!


Shalom, Bev & Herb Feierabend

Breakfast Lesson


As mom was preparing pancakes for her sons, Johnny, 5, and Alex, 3, the boys began to argue over who would get the first pancakes.  The mom saw the opportunity to teach a moral lesson.


She said, “If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’”


Johnny quickly turned to his younger brother and said, “Okay, Alex, you be Jesus!”

With Appreciation To
( A big thank you to members who volunteered in cleaning and working on church projects: Carol and Rod Hehen-berger, Deb Tschudy, Liz Bongard, Sherry Pieper, Dick Epley, Carl Barrett, Dianna Woerpel, Chris Garcia, Phil Bongard, and Gary Brock.  They donated a total of 44 hours in helping with the many tasks needing attention.  We have a huge church and unless we hire a full time maintenance person, we need and appreciate the help.  Our next church cleaning day will be January 5, 2008.  Ongoing work will be needed in dry walling the bell tower area and more general cleaning.  Hope you can lend a hand on January 5th!

( Everyone who baked pies for the community Thanksgiving dinner and to Tom, Margaret, and Amanda McFarlane for delivering them to the high school.
( Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for Advent.  Thanks to the students and adults who helped paint them on November 25.
( Pastor Bill and our Confirmation youth for their great job of raking the leaves in the park and around the church.
 “New Members Sunday”
On November 11, the following new members were welcomed into our Church family:

Kim and Todd Baier

Children: Kylie, Adam, and Klaire

890 Highland Trail

Prairie du Sac WI 53578

Margery Cruse

1527 Broadway

Prairie du Sac WI 53578

Glenda & Dave Engelkes

N554 Schoepp Road

Sauk City WI 53583

Deanna Harrison

Son: Parker

1113 Twelfth Street #4

Baraboo WI 53913

Kelly Riley

432 Badger Drive

Baraboo WI  53913



2007-2008 Schedule
for Plant Watering
in Church
2007

December

Judy Weinke

2008

January

Debbie Tschudy

February

Debbie Tschudy

March

Debbie Tschudy

April


Robin Franck

May


Open

June


Open

July


Barb Brock

August

Debbie Tschudy

September

Dorothy Kundert

October

Barb Brock

November

Robin Franck

December

Judy Weinke

Sunday School News

by Margaret McFarlane

Thanks to all who sang on November 18. 


We raised $132 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project!

Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.


We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 2, during the Sunday 

School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  Meet in the hall on the 2nd floor at 9:30.  We will have a short class before our departure.

The Sunday School choir will sing on December 9 & 16 at the 10:30 service.

The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through December 16.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.


We will have program practice on Saturday, December 1 & 15, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice. 

White Gift Sunday will be December 9.
Students are asked to bring a gift (new or
gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue
for our H.E.L.P. project.  They can bring the gift to the 10:30 service or Sunday School.
The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 16, at the 10:30 service.
· There will be no Sunday School on 

December 23 or December 30.  Classes resume on January 6.
H.E.L.P. this Holiday Season

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through December 12.  Donated items may be placed in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  Monetary 

donations are, also, welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please
consider helping with this all-church project 

on one or more of the following days:

Wednesday, December 5   6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 7
10:00-Noon

Tuesday, December 11
10:00-Noon

Thursday, December 13
  6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 14
10:00–Noon

We work in the sanctuary basement at the

listed times.  Questions?  Call Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327.

Book Fair

Thank you for supporting our Sunday School and Youth group Book Fair!  If you ordered items, we will have them for distribution on December 9 and 16.  We will have a table in the entry of the Education Building.  Payment will be due at that time.  If you are not available those two Sundays, we will leave them in the Church office.

Summary Consistory Meeting:

November 15, 2007
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Devotions by Carol Hehenberger.  Robin Meier, special guest, presented current financial status and introduced preliminary budget for 2008.  Financially, we are better than last year.  Concerns will be higher: utility bills, higher mileage, and possible decreased income from investments.

We will be moving towards utilizing Quick Books, an accounting program, to help better track and itemize expenditures.  Katie Smith will be continuing to work with Cindy and Robin on this process while still keeping a duplicate ledger.   (Katie has been the Financial Secretary for 26 years!!!!)  Decision to place half of rental income in account for possible parsonage repairs or needs and to place the other half in general account.  Estimates needed for Annual Meeting for possible repair of more stain glass windows and for remodeling of Narthex.  Music Ministry Organ Fund balance is now in the $2000 range.  Hopes are that by Music Sunday, December 9, the complete loan of about $165,000 plus interest will be paid.  All information for the budget needs to be submitted by December 10.

Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *2nd graders received Bibles in October.  *Windows of church to be decorated for Christmas on November 25th.  *Practice for Sunday School Christmas program on December 1st and December 15th.  *Program will be December 16th.  *Christmas caroling by Sunday School on Sunday, December 2nd.  Pastor/Parish:  *Recent meeting.  Meetings will be held quarterly.  *Members urged to contact committee members if any concerns.  Building and Maintenance:  *Recent church cleaning/work day: 44 hours of time donated.  Work included general cleaning plus tearing down plaster in Bell Tower room and scraping cracks in parking lot.  *Next work day on Saturday, January 5th.  Members in Ministry:   Recent coffee and refreshments at Carol Hehenberger's for 11 volunteer members of committee.  Program:  *Combined meeting of Program Committee members and Guild officers.  Proposal is to combine two groups into a Christian Fellowship committee.  *Christmas potluck planned for Thursday, December 6th, for all members of church.  Krystal Carlson will do presentation on her trip and studies last year in Europe.  *Church decorating to be done Saturday, December 1st, at 1:00 p.m.  *Potluck planned following the Annual Meeting.  Unfinished business:  *Church Directory pictures going well.  Good response.  *$61,000 check from insurance company for hail damage to parsonage roof and siding plus church roof placed in CD until work can be done in Spring.   Patching of bad areas done.  *Estimates received for Narthex remodeling.  *Estimates being sought for stain glass window repairs.  *Safe Sanctuary policy concern re: insurance for volunteer drivers for church and youth events indicates that drivers are covered by church insurance.  *Dead tree in park to be removed.  New Business:  2008 budget discussed.  Special meeting of Consistory on Thursday, November 29th, at 6:30 p.m. for further budget discussions.  *Requests for use of church areas for Pre-school Association meeting March 8th, and for Girl Scout dinner on March 10th.  Approved.  *Next regular Consistory meeting on Thursday, December 20th, at 6:30 p.m.
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Each week:





Wednesdays


Men of A Chord – 6:15 p.m.


First Choir – 7:00 p.m.


Thursdays


Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m.














