November 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


Someone has said the church is somewhat like a football huddle: you know something important is being said there, but you can’t understand a word of it, and all you can see is their rear ends.


In fairness to the church, we must admit that it isn’t easy to be understood by the world.  After all, what we are talking about, in this huddle called the church, is God.  And that can be hard to talk about on many different levels.  Through the years I have asked many different people, both young and old alike, how often they are able to express their faith in God through either their words or actions.  And the answer always seems to be the same--they don’t.


It can be challenging to express our faith in God.  When we speak of this mystery, words often fail us.  Also, we tend to worry about what people will think.  There are powerful tendencies in our culture to keep religion private and personal.


But like it or not, if we consider ourselves disciples of Jesus Christ, then we are called to bear witness to that faith through our words and deeds.  We are called, in whatever way possible, to share the love of Christ with those who not yet know.  We are called to be the light of Christ, shining brightly in a world darkened by hatred and despair.  Do we respond to this call, or do we shy away from it?  


One of the ways we can respond to the call of Christ is through mission and outreach.  We can let our actions do the talking for us.  There are two meaningful opportunities for mission being made available to the people of our church in the coming months: Hurricane Katrina Relief in Biloxi, Mississippi (January 5-12, 2008) and Mabel’s Building Mission in Nuevo Progresso, Mexico (February 17-23, 2008).


Why would people travel such long distances to help people they’ve never met?  Because responding to the call of Christ means going out into the world and putting our faith into action.  And in the process, we have a great time doing so. 


Will you consider running the play we call in the huddle?  Hut!  Hut!  Hike!  
With Great Hope, Bill
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship

Our Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at The River Arts Center on Wednesday, November 21, at 7:30 p.m.  (Please note change of location.)  Again this year, all singers are encouraged to join the ecumenical choir.  Music is available from Denny Kahn.  Rehearsals will be on Wednesday, November 14, at 8:00 p.m., at St. John’s Lutheran Church and on Wednesday, November 21, at 6:30 p.m., at the River Arts Center.  You are asked to bring food for the food pantry to the service.  Join our community in giving thanks to God for his many blessings!

Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner

You are cordially invited to the Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner held at the Sauk-Prairie High School on Thanksgiving Day.  Turkey with all the trimmings will be served at noon.  In the past, over 500 people have been served.  This includes carry-out meals for people who cannot come to the school or just prefer to eat at home.  Nearly all of the food is donated by local businesses or by individuals and is all prepared at the high school by volunteers.
If you would like to help prepare, serve, or deliver meals, please contact Ruth Ballweg at 643-4942.  If you would like to have meals delivered to you, contact Richard or Judy Brager at 643-4240.

New committee members are, also, needed.  If you are interested in serving in this capacity, please contact Judy Brager at 643-4240.

If you would like a great meal with wonderful fellowship, mark your calendar for November 22.  Everyone is welcomed!
Pies Needed

First UCC has been asked to provide pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Please use disposable pans and bake a pie (or two) that doesn’t need to be refrigerated.  The pie sign-up sheet is at the back of church.  Please bring your pies to church by 8:00 p.m. on the 21st or by 8:30 a.m. on the 22nd.  There’ll be a table for the pies in the Education Building entryway.  Thank you for sharing your gift of baking with others!
Our Turn for Mobile Meals

from Heidi Liverseed
Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of November 19 and November 26.  Two people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., please sign up at the back of church.
Share Your Bounty
Our Sunday School is, again, sponsoring the Harvest Home Table from November 4th-25th. You can bring non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and toiletries to place on the table in the narthex.  All items will be donated to our local Food Pantry.  (Baking items and mixes, baby food, formula, bar soap, laundry & dish detergent, cleaning products, diapers, and personal care items are especially appreciated.)  The Pantry likes to use their financial resources to purchase protein foods, which are essential for good nutrition but difficult and expensive to donate.
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November
Harvest Home Table: November 4th-25th
   8
Program Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

   9
Fall Church Cleaning Day ~ 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (approximately)

 10
Fall Church Cleaning Day ~ 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (approximately)
 11
“New Member” Sunday ~ @ both worship services

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

 12
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon
 13
Members In Ministry Appreciation Coffee ~ 10:00 a.m. 


@ Carol Hehenberger’s home


Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
 15
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
 18
Mission Trips Organizational Meetings ~ after each worship service

Sunday School choir sings @ 10:30 service
 19
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon
 21
Thanksgiving Service ~ 7:30 p.m. at the River Arts Center

22
“Happy Thanksgiving Day!”
Community Thanksgiving Dinner: Noon @ Sauk-Prairie High School
25
4th, 5th, & 6th graders paint Church windows for Christmas ~ 1:00 p.m.
26
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing – 10:00-Noon

29
H.E.L.P Toy Washing – 10:00-Noon
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m. (through November)

Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

 Confirmation:

 9:00-10:20 a.m.

 Sunday School:

 9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 and older
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

No Memorials were received in September. 
We thank the October sponsors of


our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:
                  

Dorothy & Duane Kundert





Doris Steuber



Georgia & Frank Selden





Debbie & Herman Tschudy









      Rose Kleinert
In Our Church Family
Anniversaries




Loraine & Harland Hartmann, 53 years on November 6




Lori and Michael Warren, 20 years on November 7




Ardis & John Trueb, 61 years on November 27

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in November!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday on the birthday calendar!
Ushers

8:00              November         10:30                    8:00              December             10:30______

Linda & Dick
Sue & Scott Kirner
Tina Wilkenson
Jane Kohlman
   Lange
Tom Litscher
Gloria Ramsey
Todd Pieper

Cindy & Dick

Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed Larsen

   Epley


   Pierick 

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Sunday School News

             by Margaret McFarlane

[image: image1.wmf]  Our fall event was held Sunday, October 21.  Fifty-seven people enjoyed the fun at Green Thumb Farms!
[image: image2.wmf]  The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on November 18.
[image: image3.wmf]  UNICEF boxes were sent home for those who would like to collect for this worthy cause.  Money is due back November 11.

[image: image4.wmf]  On Sunday, November 4, at the 10:30 service, we will be presenting Bibles to the second grade students.  (Also to new students in grades 3-6 who haven’t received one.)

  [image: image5.wmf]  Our HARVEST HOME TABLE will be set up from November 4-25 at the back of church to collect food for the Food Pantry.  Students can bring non-perishable food, cleaning, and personal care items to class or they can put it on the table.

[image: image6.wmf]  4th, 5th, & 6th graders are invited to paint the windows for Christmas on November 25 at 1:00 p.m.

[image: image7.wmf]  The Sunday School hour will be extended until 10:20 on November 25, December 2, 9, and 16.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.

[image: image8.wmf]  The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 16, at the 10:30 service.
[image: image9.wmf]  We will have program practice on Saturday, December 8 and 15, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the program need to be present for both practices.  Please call me if this is a problem.  Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will be dismissed after they practice.
You can Help Excite Little People!

The red sleigh is out in the Education Building entryway, and it is again time to think of our holiday toy collection.  From now until mid-December, we’ll be collecting good, used toys and items for teens to distribute to less fortunate children in our community.

You can participate by:

Spreading the word that we’re collecting 
        toys.

    Bringing toys to put in the sleigh.

    Making monetary donations if you don’t

        have any toys to “recycle.”
    Volunteering to be an “elf.”  Elves wash

        and organize the toys.  Our first toy 
        washing sessions will be Monday, 
        November 12, from 10:00-Noon; Monday, 
        November 19, from 10:00-Noon; Monday, 

        November 26, from 10:00-Noon; and 
        Thursday, November 29, from 10:00-Noon.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327. 
[image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.wmf]Fall Cleaning Days 
All are invited to help with our Fall cleaning days on Friday, November 9, and Saturday, November 10, from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (or until the chores are done).  (Please note change of dates from October SCOOP.)  On Friday, we will begin cleaning in the church since the Nursery School has classes in the morning.  Come when you can and stay as long as you can.  If you are able to stay through the lunch hour, please bring your own lunch.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church.  We are still looking for someone to chair this activity.  If you have any project to add to the cleaning list, please call the church office.  If you have any questions, please contact Rita Larsen @ 544-5800 or Debbie Tschudy @ 643-8697.  Thank you!

[image: image12.wmf]
Sanctuary Flowers Committee

We would like to clarify what this means if you sign up.  It doesn’t mean purchasing flowers or plants, it just means that you water any living plants in the Sanctuary, Narthex, and entry area.  Cindy Baker takes care of the plants in the Education Building.  If you are interested in helping, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697.
Christian Fellowship
Last month, the Women’s Guild was transformed into Christian Fellowship.  It is exciting to open the doors of service to all members.  We look forward to many opportunities for fun and fellowship serving God and one another in the coming years.  An offering envelope is enclosed if you wish to make a donation to help defray the costs of our upcoming activities.  Thank you!
November

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”
As we fall back one hour the first weekend in November, we look forward to our November “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” table on November 11.  The October collection was $175, bringing our grand total collected so far to $2,104.03.
Whether you are baking in your kitchen or picking produce from your garden or going to buy, thank you for your support!

December “Holiday” 

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday 
Looking ahead for our December table on December 9, let’s make a holiday table of our Christmas cookies; rolls and breads; homemade pies, jams, jellies, candies; hot chocolate; flavored teas ……

be creative and have fun!


FROM THE HERT

From Janet Lange
Thank you to everyone who remembered me with their prayers, cards, phone calls, and visits during my recent surgery and recuperation.  It was all appreciated very much!
From Susie Van Slyke
I feel very fortunate to be a member of such a caring Church family.  I would like to thank Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers; the ladies who brought communion before my surgery; and those who prayed for me, sent cards, and signed our Church card.  Thank you so much.  I feel truly blessed.
From Lois Pieper
Once, again, I’m overwhelmed and humbled by your expression of sympathy to myself, Cliff, and family over the loss of my brother, Donald Lucey.  I’m sad he is gone, but comfort comes knowing your thoughts, prayers, and support were with we Lucey’s at this time.  Blessings and love!

From Lois Price
Thank you to Pastor Bill and each and every one of the good people of our church for your thoughts, prayers, and concerns; the well wishers letter; phone calls and visits; the hugs; and the beautiful cards.  All was very much appreciated and helped me through the “misery time.”  God bless each and every one of you!  Love, Lois
From Joanne Sprecher & Family
Thanks for sharing your church for my husband’s, Eldred Sprecher, funeral.  This was his wish to have his service at your church.  He was a member of your church over 40 years ago and has been a member of Bethel Lutheran Church after moving to Madison.

Annual Christmas Music Festival

Even though it is only November, it is time to think about our Annual Christmas Music Festival.  The Music Festival will be at both services on Sunday, December 9.  Any and all who would like to share their gifts of music should contact Denny Kahn at either 370-6000 or 963-4915.  Both vocal and instrumental selections are welcome.  

How much did the 

Great Pumpkin weigh?

The Great Pumpkin weighed 206½ pounds.  The winners of the Great Pumpkin contest were:

     Judy Weinke, who guessed 209 pounds
               &

     Miriah Breunig, who guessed 207½ pounds
Congratulations, Judy and Miriah; and, again, thank you to Jim Schwenn for sharing his gigantic, awesome pumpkin with us and for donating the prize money!

Summary:  October 18th Consistory Meeting

by Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Pastor Bill on vacation.  Secretary's Report: accepted as read.  Bills and Financial Report: discussed and accepted as presented.  Robin Meier to attend November Consistory meeting to discuss 2008 budget.  Finance Committee recently met and diversified some undesignated investments into Mutual Funds, Money Market, and CD’s.  CD investments to be staggered quarterly so access to funds, if needed.  Committee Reports:  Sunday School:  *Staff Commissioning on October 21st.  *Green Acres outing on October 21st. *Confirmation Class cleaned up after Homecoming game to earn money for February retreat; and as fun fall activity, Youth Groups to go to Treinen’s Corn Maize for outing.  *Youth will be cleaning tables every Monday night in November at Pizza Hut and will earn $1.00 for each buffet purchased.  Building and Maintenance:  *Insurance will cover $51,000.00 to completely re-roof church (except where rubber roofing) and $11,000 to re-roof parsonage plus re-side back of parsonage.  Deductible is $1000.00 plus an additional $400 to upgrade shingles on older part of roof to match other roof.  30 year shingles being used. Work will be done in the Spring by Hasheider’s.  Money will be invested until then.  Temporary repairs have been made to roof. *Caulking done to windows above kitchen to prevent rain leakage. *Uneven sidewalks in front and back of Education Building to be repaired in next two weeks. *List to be made by Rick for work items that can be done on November 9th and 10th cleaning days.  *Dead pine tree in church park.  Members in Ministry:  *Work continues.  *Coffee for volunteers on November 13th at Carol Hehenberger's home.  Program:  Next meeting November 8th.  Memorial Committee:  No report. 

Unfinished business:  *Church Directory: pictures in progress.  Good response.  Sitting fee is free.  Packages available.  *Narthex: no report.  *Stain glass windows:  Quotes being sought for annual meeting for cost to continue repairing windows.  *Safe Sanctuary Policy: Will finalize at November meeting.  New Business:  *Budget and salaries to be discussed at Nov. meeting.  
*Next meeting: November 15th at 6:30 p.m.

Church Pictorial Directory
from Pam Alwin

The picture taking for the new church directory has begun, so here’s some additional information.

The sign-up sheets are no longer at the back of the church.  We are using them to make calls to those members who have not already signed up for a date and time.  Please contact the church office or Pam Alwin @ 643-2769 to schedule an appointment, or to check when you signed up.  Finer Fotos will be making reminder calls usually a day prior to your appointment. 

The cost for taking your photo is free.  Photos will be available for viewing and purchase right after each appointment.  Finer Fotos is offering a very inexpensive package for purchase which includes a free directory.  If you do not choose to purchase the package, you can order a new pictorial directory for $13.50 each.

If you are submitting a photo for the directory, it must be turned in to the church office by the end of November.  Remember if it is a copyrighted photo from another studio, we must have written permission to use it in our directory.  Also, please let us know if you would like to order a directory for $13.50.

Please call with any questions.  Thanks for your participation!

Members In Ministry

Coffee Appreciation Hour
There will be a coffee appreciation get-together for the volunteers of Members In Ministry on Tuesday, November 13, at 10:00 a.m., at Carol Hehenberger’s home, 624 Birch Street, Sauk City (behind Ballweg Chevrolet).

The visits and phone calls that the Members In Ministry make are greatly appreciated by our church and by all those who they visit!
“New Members” Sunday

The following new members were welcomed into our church family on September 30:

Jeff Englebretson & Cathy Brewer

          Kevin Klingenmeyer

          Don, Deb, and Ben Wankerl

Our next “New Members” Sunday will be November 11.
There will, also, be a coffee hour between services that day to honor all of our 2007 new members.

Please plan to come and welcome them to our church!
(Details of where the coffee will be held will be in the November 3rd bulletin.)


Organizational Meetings

for Mission Trips
There will be organizational meetings for our upcoming Mission Trips after each worship service on Sunday, November 18.

Book Fare

Our Sunday School and Youth Groups will be sponsoring a Book Fair, tentatively scheduled for late November.  As you make out your Christ-mas gift list, keep this in mind.  Books are gifts that can be enjoyed over and over again!  Watch for more upcoming details soon!
Saturday Worship Services

Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services will continue through the month of November.  It is with great appreciation that we thank Laura Maenche for sharing her gift of music with us as our organist and providing special music on the piano at these services.


Daylight Savings Time Ends

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 3rd.[image: image13.wmf]
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Every Week





Men of A Chord


6:15 p.m.


&


First Choir


7 p.m. on Wednesdays





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. on Thursdays








