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First United Church of Christ

As you may know, this year marks the 50th anniversary of the United Church of Christ.  On Tuesday, June 25, 1957, the Evangelical and Reformed Churches and the Congregational Christian Churches joined together to form the United Church of Christ.  Even though the UCC is a relatively new denomination, our roots can be traced back to the days of the Pilgrims of Plymouth Plantation in 1620.  The United Church of Christ has a long and storied history of mission and outreach as well as taking prophetic stands on issues related to social justice.   

The official 50th anniversary festivities began at the June 22-26, 2007 General Synod in Hartford, Connecticut.  What an amazing time it was as UCC folk from all over the country (even Sauk City) gathered for a time of celebration and reflection.  It was the largest Synod turnout in history, with over 9,100 registered participants.  By all accounts, our time together in Hartford was one of extravagant welcome, enthusiastic celebration and spiritual renewal.       

The 50th anniversary celebration is still continuing at the Conference and Association level.  There was a September 15th celebration at Zwingli UCC in Monticello as well as our September 16th Southwest Wisconsin Association fall meeting at the Windsor UCC.  Both gatherings featured John Thomas, President and General Minister of the United Church of Christ, who gave a wonderful presentation related to the 50th anniversary of the UCC.  Rev. Thomas spoke eloquently about where we’ve been as a denomination, and what lies ahead for the next 50 years.

The 50th anniversary celebration will continue on October 14th at 3 p.m. with an Association gathering at First Congregational UCC in Madison (the church next to Camp Randall Stadium).  A DVD celebrating the life of the United Church of Christ in the Southwest Wisconsin Association is being put together and will debut at the October 14th celebration.  Our choir has been invited to join with other choirs in the Association to perform the anthem for this special occasion.  First UCC in Sauk City is an important part of the Association and our presence at this celebration is important.  We have a lot to be thankful for in our 148 years as a congregation and we have plenty to look forward to.  As a light of Christ in the world, let us continue to “Let it Shine”.
Blessings,

Pastor Bill
