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First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


We recently took a ride on the S.S. Badger Lake Michigan car ferry from Manitowoc to Ludington, Michigan.  I gave the boys $3 each as we boarded the ferry and told them to spend their money wisely.  Within two minutes of our departure they were standing at the snack counter, ordering jumbo ice cream sandwiches to the tune of $2.50 each.  Benjamin collected his change and said, “Daddy, please watch my pennies for me.”  Jacob put his change in his pocket and ended up losing it somewhere on the ship.  

The Kapp boys are learning about money management.  I’m guessing this is going to be a long and drawn out process.
Children are not too young to learn about such things.  I believe they ought to know a safe place to carry spending money as well as know how much things cost.  Teens need to learn how to balance short-term and long-term desires.  College students face a dramatic increase in financial responsibilities and choices.  In a time of record-high credit balances and bankruptcies, young people can use guidance more than ever.  

If handling money seems like an odd topic for my newsletter article, think again.  Gospel reports of Jesus’ ministry reveal that he talked about money and possessions more than anything else except for love!  Learning the wise use of our assets is part of the faithful Christian life.

Many children learn about money management at home.  Think back to your own childhood.  Perhaps you were encouraged by a parent or a grandparent to set aside some money for college; you learned that saving can bring rewards.     

I would encourage you to talk with your children and grandchildren about ways we use money and how to make those decisions.  Consider together what the instruction of Jesus means for money management in your family.  After all, we are God’s faithful stewards, called to carefully manage the gifts that God has entrusted to us.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

                                                                                                       -Luke 12:34
   

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Summary of August 16th 
Consistory Meeting
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Bills and Financial: Joint meeting of Pastor Bill, Daryl Matzke, and Shawn Liverseed with Finance Committee members Robin Meier, Cecy Haines, and Jackie Sliter to discuss investments, possible start of Endowment Fund, and communications between each group.  All budget requests need to be submitted by September 11th in order to develop 2008 budget.  Pastor's Report:  *Vacations August 18th to 25th and October 13th to 20th.  *Southwest Association meeting in Windsor on September 16th.  Need church members to attend.  *Saturday evening services to begin September 8th at 5 p.m.  *Pastor Bill will be attending bi-weekly Ministerial Development meetings. *Youth Fellowship for Jr. and Sr. High to begin in September.  Hoping parent will help. *Confirmation planning meeting with parent guides, Mark Pierick, Stacy Hasheider, and Tammy Young, on August 28th.  *Future activities:  **Youth Retreat-February 8-10.  Early registration by October needed to save $40.00 per youth. **Mission trip to Biloxi-January 5-12.  **Mission trip to Texas-February.  **Women's Sunday-February 10. ** Young Ambassador trip to Germany-June 28, 2008.  **Youth trip to Back Bay Mission-August 2008.

Committee Reports:  Sunday School: *Staff meeting August 27.  *Brat stand made approximately $1,000.  Building and Main-tenance:  *Waiting on insurance report for repair of hail damage last Fall to siding of parsonage and entire church roof.  *Side-walks at back entrance and front entrance to Education Building need repair.  *Roping of church bell being replaced.  *Painting of Madison Street church doors planned.  *Porch on parsonage needs some repair work.  *Bell tower area needs wall and floor repair. *Checking on church sign on  Walgreen property.  *Purchasing receptacle for cigarettes at Washington Street church entrance and additional internal signs for directions to elevator.  Program:  *Made approximately $527 on Ice Cream Social and $179 on Silent Auction to go towards Music Ministry Organ Fund. *Open House for Bill and Penny Roth scheduled for Saturday, September 15, from 1-4 p.m.  *Church picnic: Sunday, September 16, at Noon. *Next meeting: November 8.  Unfinished Business:  *Church Directory still in planning stage. *Narthex Remodeling: waiting for bids for 2008 budget.  *Memorial Committee: Suggestions for items include hospitality cart for coffee fellowships and dining room use, replacement tables in dining room, continuing replacement and repair of stain glass windows.  *Safe Sanctuary Policy reviewed.  Present to congregation after completed and approved by Consistory.

New Business:  *Start a Wish Book for Memorial Fund or Church items.  *Promoting our church:  Consider banners, floats in parades, other ideas.  Will discuss further at next meeting.  Next meeting: September 20 at 6:30 p.m.
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Saturday Worship Resumes
Our Saturday worship services will begin

on Saturday, September 8, at 5:00 p.m.  The services are similar to our Sunday services with singing, scripture, prayers, and a meditation.  A big thank-you to Laura Maenche, who will be the organist for these services!
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

(   Sunday School starts September 9.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call me or the church office by September 4 to register him/her.  This is helpful in ordering materials and for teacher preparation.  We accept children 3 years old and older into our program.  Classes run from 9:10-10:10 a.m.

(   We hope to see you at the church picnic on September 16.  The Sunday School will provide fun for the kids.

(   Our Sunday School staff is anticipating a wonderful year of Christian Education!
September “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

This month’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be September 9.  $111 was collected in August, making the total collected for our Music Ministry Project since we started this fun project at $1,729.03.  Awesome!
Thank you to everyone who has 
Baked, Brought, and/or Bought!

What pastry, pantry, and produce will adorn our September table?
Confirmation

It is that time of the year to start thinking about confirmation.  All students from First UCC entering 7th and 8th grades are invited and encouraged to attend.
Our first day of confirmation will be held on Sunday, September 9, from 9:00-10:20 a.m., in the third floor kitchen of the Education Building.  On this day we ask that parents, also, be in attendance.  We will hand out materials and schedules, as well as go over expectations for the year.  Each of our confirmands is encouraged to bring along a Bible.
We will be using the Faith Inkubators curriculum this year.  The goal for our confirmation program will be to incorporate learning, service, fellowship, and family devotions.

I am looking forward to a great year and hope to see you on the 9th!  
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Open House for

The Roth’s
“Change is in the wind.”

There will be an Open House honoring Bill and Penny Roth on September 15, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.
In late September, Bill and Penny will be moving with their daughter, Beth, and their son-in-law, Bob, to a lovely home on 36 acres in a beautiful canyon with a stream running through the property, 7 miles southwest of the Colorado city of Montrose.

Come and share your memories, love, and best wishes as Bill and Penny look forward to beginning this journey in their lives!
Greetings from Your Music Director! from Dennis Kahn
Greetings to All!     [image: image2.wmf]

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all who contributed special music over the summer months.  While the choirs have enjoyed a few brief months off, the special music provided us another opportunity to praise God and enhance our worship services.  The following volunteers provided wonderful music and are to be thanked: Larry Johnson & Friends; Laura Maenche; Gerry Lange; Zhanna Feutinger; Jack Accola; The Zionettes; Merton Von Wald; Larry Johnson; Nathaniel Blumberg; Evonne Kundert; and Tom & Kristy Litscher.  I would, also, like to thank Laura Maenche for filling in for me when Chris & I were on vacation.

Now that the summer months are coming to an end and September is upon us, it is time to think about First Choir and Men of A Chord.  All are welcome to get involved!  First Choir will begin with the first rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 5th.  Men of A Chord will begin on Wednesday, October 3rd.  Please try to find time in your schedules to be a part of music at First Church!

Doris: A Retrospective
River Arts Gallery

August 25-October 16

This exhibit includes artwork and writings from Doris Litscher Gasser’s long creative life in Sauk Prairie.  Featured work will include “Women of the Bible” and “The Book of Revelations.”  There will, also, be Japanese paintings and photos of hometown people.

Women’s Guild
Annual Meeting

The Women’s Guild will hold their annual meeting on Thursday, September 6, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary basement.  
The Women's Guild meets only in the Fall but sponsors Church cleaning days, a Christmas program, Women's Sunday, and an annual Mother-Child-Friend Banquet.  They, also, help with fundraising for special church projects, such as the organ fund, with Lenten Soup Suppers; updating and remodeling the kitchen; and assisting with funerals and other social events.
All women of the congregation are invited to this meeting, which includes a short program and dessert.  (Every woman who is a member of First Church is, also, a member of our Guild.)  Please put this important meeting on your calendar and plan to be with us. 

( 
If you are interested in being an officer, please call Rita Larsen at 544-5800, Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697, or Dianna Woerpel at 643-8936.

( 
If you would like to attend the meeting but need child care, please contact 

Rita Larsen at 544-5800, Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697, or Dianna Woerpel at 643-8936.

( 
If you would like a ride, please contact the church office.
Do You Need A Ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips: worship services, our church picnic, the Women’s Guild Annual meeting, hospital and Maplewood visits, doctor and dentist appointments, banking, and other errands.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.
Church Picnic—A Celebration

Our church picnic will be Sunday, September 16, after the 10:30 service.  The picnic will be held in the church basement.

Menu
Grilled Pork Chops and Chicken

Potato Salad and Coleslaw
Baked Beans

Ice Cream Cones
Beverages
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Cost
           $ 5.00
Adults

           $ 3.00
Children ages 3-12 *
           $13.00 
Family of 4 or more
* Children under 3 years old are free

There will be fun activities for the kids.  You may register by placing the enclosed form in the offering plate, returning it to the church office, or by calling the church office.  Payment may accompany reservations or be made at the picnic.  Reservations are due by Noon on Monday, September 10.  Please bring your own tableware.  Hope to see you there!
September Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, September 22, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.
“It’s not too early to start a holiday project.”
Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome!
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FROM THE HERT
From Yvonne Richmond

Thank you to Pastor Bill and all my church friends who prayed for me, sent cards, made phone calls, and visited me.  Once, again, thanks to my wonderful and supportive family who was there for me every step of the way.  Without all of your love and support, my recovery over the past several months would have been much more difficult.  God bless you all!
From Libby Nachreiner

Thank you for helping me go to church camp.  I really enjoyed it!!  (Her cute thank-you card is on the bulletin board.)

From Sarah Smith
Thank you for helping me go to camp!  I have been going to camp for a long time.  Each year I get to try something new, and this year it was sailing.  I, also, made a lot of new friends at camp, and I hope I can go back next year!
From Randy Nachreiner
Dear Church, I had a great time at camp! Thanks for helping send me.
Free to a good home …
Upright piano in great condition!  You just need to move it.  Contact Marcia Nachreiner at 643-3668 if interested.
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  3
Have a safe and happy Labor Day!


Church office closed
  5
First Choir ~ 7:00 p.m.

  6
Women’s Guild Annual Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
  8
Saturday Worship Services resume ~ 5:00 p.m.

9 “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
2007-2008 Confirmation begins ~ 9:00 a.m.


2007-2008 Sunday School Sunday year begins ~ 9:10 a.m.
11
Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.
15
Open House for Bill & Penny Roth ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

16
Church Picnic ~ after 10:30 service
20
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
22
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship:
5:00 p.m.  (begins September 8)
Sunday Worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 years old and older
Memorials Report 

 Radio Ministry
No Memorials were received in July.
We thank the August sponsors of our 8:00
a.m. Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:
Lucinda Gruber
Jim McFarlane

Kleo and Ted Harris
Helen King
In our church family
Anniversaries
Millie and Ted Larsen, 52 years on September 10
Sherry and Dave Bongard, 30 years on September 11

Dana and David Kolb, 20 years on September 12

Thonetta and Ivan Hehenberger, 59 years on September 17
Dorothy and Duane Kundert, 58 years on September 24
Ushers
8:00             September             10:30                          8:00              October             10:30_

Diane & Daryl 
The Liverseed
Kleo & Ted
Theresa & Elly
  Matzke
   Family
  Harris
   Doty
Lynn & Tim
Nettie & Larry
Barb Brock
Diane & Dick

  Luchsinger

 Gander
Liz Bongard
   Bensenberg

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

 “Give people a bit of your heart rather than a piece of your mind.” 






WEEKLY





Bible Study


1:00 p.m. Tuesdays





First Choir


7 p.m. Wednesdays





Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m. Thursdays








