                          August 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


I gave a sermon a couple of weeks ago on the topic of hospitality.  The sermon was based on the gospel lesson from Luke 10:38-42 in which two sisters, Martha and Mary, welcome Jesus into their home.  Martha was the busy one, distracted by the many details of Jesus’ visit, while Mary simply sat and listened to what her guest had to say.      


The sermon got me thinking about how we welcome visitors into the life of our church.  Do we as a congregation act more like Martha, hustling around and not taking the time to visit with our guests?  Or are we like Mary, able to take the time to sit and actively listen to our company?
Nearly every church believes that it is friendly and welcoming, and most are.  But that truth isn’t always readily apparent to the nervous first-time visitor who has just moved into the area or to the person who is having a new sense of spiritual seeking, leading them to visit our church.  Even the smallest, most remote rural church should prepare itself to receive visitors with hospitality beyond its assumed “friendliness.”


Hospitality is a critical issue for congregations who will minister effectively for many years to come.  Hospitality is more than what we do and how we welcome.  Hospitable congregations see their ministry through the eyes of the outsider and know that they will grow only as they effectively invite, welcome and include new people. 

What can we do to improve our congregation’s hospitality ministry so that visitors will feel welcome?  Here are a few ideas:

*Effectively promote our worship times*

*Signs posted around town and around the church to guide visitors*

*Members who watch out for and greet visitors*

*A visitor-friendly bulletin*

*Invite, guide, join*

*Follow up on every visitor*

We can’t leave good hospitality up to chance.  Let us be proactive when it comes to providing an extravagant welcome to all people visiting our church home.     

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Summary of July Consistory Meeting

from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Consistory meeting held on July 19th at 
6:30 p.m.  Robin Meier present to answer questions and explain areas of financial report and investments.  Currently, financial status is much better than one year ago.  $6,174 remaining on Music Ministry Organ loan.  Donations from estates of Herman Zech, Bill Fuchs, and Toddy Loether noted.  Discussion re: Memorial Funds and donations not specified for Memorial Fund.

Pastor's Report:  *New Member Sunday: July 29th.  *New Bible Study on Book of Job starting Tuesday, July 24th, at 1:00 p.m.  *Confirmation classes to begin in September, and new meeting time will be Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  *Curriculum being discussed for Sunday School.  *Youth Fellowship will meet on Wednesday evenings, alternating Jr. and Sr. High groups.  *Successful trip to Connecticut to General Synod with four youth and Pastor.  *Successful visit with German youth and Pastor for 10 days.  Thanks to members of congregation who helped in any way.  *Pastor Bill and family to be on vacation Aug. 17-26th.  Committees:  Sunday School: *Brat stand on July 20th and 21st. *5 youth received 40% of camp costs to attend Pilgrim Camp.  Building and Maintenance:  *Hail damage from last summer to vinyl siding on Parsonage to be repaired.  $1,000.00 deductible with remaining cost approximate-ly $1,400.00   *Front doors of Madison St entrance to church need painting.  *Refrigerator in kitchen needs separate wiring.  Pastor/Parish:  *Next meeting in September or October.  Members in Ministry:  *Making many visits.  Their help appreciated.  Program:  *Ice Cream Social/Silent Auction on Sunday, July 22nd.  *Next meeting August 9th at 6:30 p.m. Unfinished business:  *No report on new Church Directory and Narthex remodeling.  New Business:  *Discussion of need for Safe Sanctuary Policy (to protect youth of church, staff, and volunteers).  Policies from other churches being reviewed.  *Promotion of our Church:  Considering various ways to promote our Church in the community.  Next Meeting: August 16th at 6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Guild 
Annual Meeting

An early reminder for ALL women of the church to make a note on your calendar to attend the Women's Guild Annual Meeting on Thursday, September 6th, at 6:30 p.m.  The Women's Guild meets only in the Fall but sponsors Church cleaning days, a Christmas program, Women's Sunday, and an annual Mother-Child-Friend Banquet.  They, also, help with fundraising for special church projects, such as the organ fund with Lenten Soup Suppers; updating and remodeling the kitchen; and assisting with funerals and other social events.  All women of the church are considered members.  There are no annual dues, only donation monies.  Come and bring your ideas and enthusiasm!
(
If you are interested in being an officer, please call Rita Larsen at 544-5800, Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697, or Dianna Woerpel at 643-8936.
( 
If you would like to attend the meeting but need child care, please contact 

Rita Larsen at 544-5800, Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697, or Dianna Woerpel at 643-8936.
( 
If you would like a ride, please contact the church office.
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Hope you are having a fun, relaxing summer!
August
  7
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  9
Program Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.



WEEKLY MEETINGS
16
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.





   Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.:
27
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
          Bible Study










    Thursdays at 9:15 a.m.:










   Prayer & Study Group
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no nursery)
Memorial Report
Radio Broadcasts
There were no Memorial gifts received in
We thank the July sponsors of our 8:00 

June.
a.m. Sunday worship service broadcasts:

Friends and Family of Helen Stewart

Maxine Cairns


Helen M. Aspero


Prairie Plumbing & Heating


The Von Behren Family
In our church family
August Anniversaries
Larry and Nettie Gander, 51 years on August 4


                    Edsel and Caroline Steuber, 52 years on August 5


                             Daniel and Heather Haas, 10 years on August 15


                    Merton and Anna Zick, 71 years on August 16


                    Roger and Peggy Heidenreich, 35 years on August 27


                    Todd and Cindy Pieper, 20 years on August 29

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in August!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday!

Ushers

8:00                 August             10:30                               8:00              September               10:30_

Shirley Soelle
Evelyn Accola
Diane & Daryl

The Liverseed
Mary Fisher

Norbert, Chris, and
  Matzke

  Family
Samantha & John

   Kevin Hardtke
Lynn & Tim

Larry & Nettie
   Bowman


  Luchsinger

  Gander

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Sign-up sheet is on table in narthex)
 “The Constitution only gives people the right to pursue happiness.

You have to catch it yourself.”

Benjamin Franklin
7
Sunday School News
from Margaret McFarlane
(
Sunday School starts September 9th.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call the church office at 643-8387.  This will help us in planning and ordering curriculum.
(
The Sunday School extends a heartfelt thanks to all those who made our July 20th and 21st Brat Stand a success!  Thank you to our volunteers who worked shifts, and thanks to the many church members who came and purchased food.  Our profit was $1,088.
(
If you’d like to be a teacher or substitute for our Christian Education program, we’d love to have you!  Call Margaret at 643-6327.

Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips: worship services, hospital and Maplewood visits, doctor and dentist appointments, banking, and other errands.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.
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The Perfect Gift:  A Hug
     Relieves tension

     Improves blood flow

     Reduces stress

     Non-polluting

    Helps self-esteem

    Generates goodwill

     No batteries required

    Absolutely no cost

    Non-taxable

    Silent performance

    Extremely personal

    Fully returnable

Recommended for ages 1 to 100 & up!

Get one today!



From Ted Larsen
Thank you to Pastor Bill and the congrega-tion for your wishes for good health when I had surgery.
From Margaret Wittwer
A warm, wonderful feeling overcomes when dear friends think of one on special days.  Thank you Pastor Bill and dear friends of First Church for remembering me with lovely cards, phone calls, and good wishes of blessings and love on my birthday.  I love you and always pray for you!
From Pastor Herb & Bev Feierabend
Thank you to our Sunday School for, again, making Mabel’s Building Mission your special Lenten Offering goal.  We received a total of $1,000, which will go toward providing a new home for a needy Mexican family.  Last winter, we were happy to have the Gee’s, Harris’, and Lawton’s come help build homes and see the families.  A special thanks from the family of Vincento and Mavre Mejia and their three children: Eduardo, Alberto, and Mavro.  Thanks for your support!
The Chamberlain Family
Thank you, Dear Christians, for your kindness in letting us use your fellowship hall.  This is a difficult time for our family for the sudden loss of our Mother, Dorothy Chamberlain.  We thank you for your kindness and understanding at this time.  


Evie Accola!
Heartfelt thanks, Evie, for recently complet-ing a milestone of 225 visits while serving on the Members In Ministry Committee!  Evie has been a part of this Church Ministry since 1992.
A big “thank you” to all other members of this Committee who serve so willingly in this important ministry.

May God bless each of you as you continue this service on behalf of First United Church of Christ.

We would welcome new members to this Committee.  You may join by calling Carol Hehenberger at 643-4946 or Sharal Steuber at 643-3943.

Kindness
One thing I’ve learned: Unexpected kindness is the most powerful, least costly, and most underrated agent of human change.  Kindness that catches us by surprise brings out the best in our natures.
      August “Pastry, Pantry, 

      and Produce” Sunday
August’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be August 12th.  $153.08 was collected in July, making a grand total of 
$1,618.03 collected so far.  The balance of the Organ Fund loan is $6,174.
Let’s adorn our August table with the “fruits” of people’s gardens and the “talents” in people’s kitchens.

Thank you to E V E R Y O N E who has
Baked, Brought, and/or Bought!

You have made a difference!
Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Tuesday, August 7th, from 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  

Different day of the week, different time; hope to see you then!
Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
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              Measles Initiative
A special offering will be taken on Sunday, August 12th, for the American Red Cross Measles Initiative.  This initiative has been in existence since 2001.  It was only supposed to last for five years focused on Africa, but it was so successful that it was extended through the year 2010 with an effort to reduce measles world-wide by 90%.  It only costs $1 to save the life of a child from measles.  Every penny that is raised goes directly to efforts in countries across the world that are participating in Measles Initiative campaigns.  If you would like to make a donation, it can be put in your Sunday offering envelope.  On the front of your envelope, write Measles and the dollar amount.  Thank you very much for supporting this important project!
Iraq Medical Relief Appeal

The United Church of Christ has supported an active missionary program in Iraq for well over a century.  The Southwest WI Association is kicking off a campaign to raise money to enable the International Red Cross Committee to provide medical relief for injured Iraqi civilians.  Their goal is to raise $43,750 between now and August 20.  This amount will provide one mobile medical clinic.  Thank you for supporting this important campaign!
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Ice Cream Social & Silent Auction Termed A Success!
from Carol Hehenberger & Em Fuchs

The success of this year’s Ice Cream Social & Silent Auction has many volunteers to thank.

*
The pie cutters, food servers, our cashiers, people who did such a great job of keeping the kitchen tidy, and the final clean-up crews!
*
Lois Pieper and Dianna Woerpel for doing such a super job organizing the Silent Auction!
*
Caroline Steuber for making the awesome street signs!

*
A special thanks to Pastor Bill for his enthusiasm ~ adding a special touch of welcome to all our guests!

*
Many people enjoyed Larry Johnson and his Karaoke music and had fun joining in with their talent!
*
The delicious barbeque made by Wyttenbach Meats!

*
For each and every donation of food items and other types of donations!
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*
Last, but not least, a big round of applause to all who attended, making the event a success.  What fun!
We heard many nice compliments about the whole event.  It makes it hard to express a big enough thank you to each and everyone so eager to help in any capacity.  Wow !!  (
Income from Event

Silent Auction


$190.00
Ice Cream Social


$528.62






$718.62
Hugs from the Program Committee!
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New Member Sunday

We welcomed the following new member into our Church family on Sunday, July 29th:

Jennifer Uselman

1117 Madison Street

Sauk City WI 53583

[image: image7.wmf], Jennifer!
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