                      July 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

Jody and I will be celebrating our ten year wedding anniversary in October.  It seems as if it was just yesterday when my beautiful bride took that walk down the aisle.  Time flies when you’re having fun.  

My beloved has let it be known that she would like to do something really special to commemorate this big event.  I appreciate her letting me know now, a few months in advance, so that I can put some serious thought into this.    

Communication is an important part of our marriage.  I’m sure Jody can attest to the fact that I’m not very good at reading her mind.  We talk openly and honestly with each other about our thoughts and feelings so that we can address any issues or conflicts as they arise.    

This idea of communication can also be applied in the life of our church.  You and I have made a covenant commitment to be in relationship with each other.  My hope is that our relationship will be strong for many years to come.  But for this relationship to flourish, we need open lines of communication.    


Please know that you can always talk to me and that I will do my best to respond to your needs.  You can also convey your thoughts and feelings to the members of our Pastor Parish Relations Committee.  This committee is made of up four members from our congregation:

Liz Bongard

Daryl Matzke

Todd Pieper

Mildred Steckelberg

The committee’s task is to act as a liaison between the pastor and the members of the congregation.  If you have a joy or a concern to share, please let it be known what’s on your mind.  That way we can quickly address any issues that come our way.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

*
We need volunteers to run the brat stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 20, and Saturday, July 21.  If you can help us out, please see the sign-up sheet at the back of church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.  The profits are used for Sunday School events and to help with the cost of our campers.

*
Many thanks for the donations for our Camp Fund.  We have 5 campers!

*
Our wishes for great camp adventures at Pilgrim Center go to:



Libby Nachreiner

June 28-30



Stephanie Alwin

July 8-14



Carrissa Herbrand

July 15-21



Sarah Drew Smith

August 5-11



Randy Nachreiner

August 5-11

Six-year old, Angie, and her four-year old brother, Joel, were sitting together in church.  Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud.  

Finally, his sister had had enough.  “You’re not supposed to talk out loud in church.”  

“Why? Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked.  

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, “See those two men standing by the door?  They’re hushers.”
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      from Margaret McFarlane
It was an exciting week here June 11-15, when 30 students participated in V.B.S.  Our theme was “Great Bible Reef ~ Dive Deep Into God’s Word!”  Each day, students rotated from opening to crafts, recess, Bible storytime, snacks, and closing.
For our special project, we collected items for the Food Pantry.  Approximately 120 items were donated.
On Friday, we ended with a special V.B.S. celebration.  Families and guests joined us for this closing program.  At Noon, we enjoyed pizza and the “Bouncy House.”
My sincere thanks to those who participated in this special week of ministry:  Pastor Bill, Pastor Jeff, Robin Franck, Cindy Baker, Amanda McFarlane, Megan Young, Kelli Straight, Stephanie Alwin, Diane Matzke, Sheri Holt, Jordan Straight, Stephanie Sprecher, Beth Martinka, Nolan Lendved, Casey Lendved, Heidi Liverseed, Barb Blattner, Laila Drescher, Pat Shelby, Nadene Litscher, Austin Litscher, Abby Liverseed, Sydney Litscher, and Haley Baker.


From Dorothy and Duane Kundert
Thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits in Biloxi and here in Sauk Prairie when we got home; to those who sent cards and flowers; to those who visited at the house; and to everyone for their loving thoughts and prayers.

From Dr. Bill and Verna Wenzel
We wish to thank Pastor Bill and the members of the congregation for prayers offered for us during the course of our recent illnesses this spring.  We are, also, most grateful for the cards sent to us in the hospital and to our home.  Your prayers and best wishes for our recovery were an important factor in restoring our health!  May God bless you for your caring and thoughtfulness!
From LaNell Jaquish
It was so nice to see many members from First UCC come to Herman’s for a little “pre-garage sale.”  Thank you for letting me share a bit of Herman’s life with you!
From Harold & Ethel Johnson

Words are inadequate to thank the Prayer Circle and First UCC for the prayers, notes, and best wishes for our many health problems.  My sister, Alma Krenz, tells us how often we are in your prayers, and we can’t begin to thank you.  We know the good Lord is watching over us.  Thanks, again, and God bless each and every one of you!

From Consistory

Special thanks from the Consistory for the volunteers who helped clean and do repairs in and outside the parsonage and who helped do landscape work....weeding, pruning, trimming, edging, and mulching around the parsonage and on the south side of the church.  The volunteer hours spent working all day Friday and Saturday, June 1st and 2nd, saved considerable money plus helps us maintain our church property.  Those who 
volunteered included: Sherry Pieper, Deb Tschudy, Ted & Kleo Harris, Lois Pieper, Carol & Rod Hehenberger, Pastor Bill, Daryl Matzke, Rick Breininger, Dianna Woerpel, and Theresa & Scott Grimes.  A future work date will be planned to add landscape stone to areas around the church so more volunteers will be welcome.


Larry and Kathy Johnson for “hosting” our Second Annual Potluck-Karaoke night!  Delicious food was eaten and wonderful music was sung and heard by all who attended.  Thank you to those who took the stage for a song or two.  A delightful evening was enjoyed by all!
July’s Craft Clutch

This month’s Craft Clutch has been post-poned.  Hope to see you later!

Our Dear Friends:   [image: image3.png]



Change is in the wind The Spirit never sits still.  As we believe you all know, Bill and I have been living in Wisconsin Dells with our daughter, Beth, and her husband, Bob, since September 2005.  During that time, Beth and Bob have continued their search for the ideal piece of property in the mountains of the Southwest – where they lived for 6 years before moving back to Wisconsin in 1998.  A month ago, they found what they have been searching for 7 miles southwest of the Colorado city of Montrose.
They have purchased a lovely home on 36 acres in a beautiful canyon with a stream running through the property.  They will close on the home in early July but are immediately going to make some modifica-tions so that it will better suit Bill’s and my needs.  We anticipate that our actual move will take place some time in September.  Until then, we will be reachable at the Wisconsin Dells phone # and address.  We will furnish you with our new one when it is available.

We love you all and will miss having you near.  However, at this point in our lives, the greatest gift we have is being with family.  The milder climate should be a little easier on our “old bones,” and we hope to become a part of a new church family in the exciting city of Montrose.  We will always feel close to you through the Spirit of God we share in our hearts.  After September, when you hear that old John Denver song, “Colorado Rocky Mountain High,” think of Bill and me.
God Bless and Thank You,

Penny and Bill Roth

In the Community

· The Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church Hymn Sings continue on the first Sunday of each month through October from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are non-denominational and without admission charge.  The public is cordially invited.

· Sauk Prairie Blood Drive: Monday, July 2, from 1:00-6:00 p.m.  Summer site:  River View Hills Church, 855 Community Drive (one block behind Unity Health).  For an appointment, call 1-800-448-3543.  Walk-ins and new donors welcome!  Enter to win a $25 gas card!  6 will be raffled off!  Your donation is so crucial during this holiday time!
· Witwen’s July 4th Celebration is sponsored by the Black Hawk & Denzer United Methodist Churches.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m.  Barbeque chicken dinner with trimmings and pie following parade!  Pop, barbeque, hot dogs, and ice cream sundaes available all day!
· Concerts at the Witwen Park & Campground will be starting Saturday, July 7.  The concerts are free, family-oriented concerts.  The picnic grounds open at 4 p.m., and concerts begin at 6:30 p.m.  Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and your picnic supper or purchase food from the food stand on the grounds for a relaxing, beautiful summer evening of music. (Complete schedule on bulletin board.)
Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                504 Washington Avenue


        Sauk City, WI  53583

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

  JULY SCOOP
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2
Sauk Prairie Blood Drive: Summer site: River View Hills Church, 855 Commu-nity Drive (one block behind Unity Health) ~ 1:00-6:00 p.m.
 4

“Have a Happy and Safe 4th of July!”

19

Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

20 & 21
Sunday School Brat Stand @ Piggly Wiggly ~ Don’t forget to stop in and enjoy a 


brat (or two)  (
22


Ice Cream Social & Silent Auction ~ 4:00-6:30 p.m.
29

New Member Sunday @ Both Worship Services

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no nursery)
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

May 2007
We thank the June sponsors of our



8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:
Gifts were received in loving memory of:



Friends and family of Helen Stewart

Priscilla “Toddy” Loether
Ruby & Chuck McFarlane

Ervin Sprecher                                                        Iola Kamrath & Louie Weber


                                                                        Our friend in heaven, Franz Wyttenbach
In our church family
July Anniversaries
Charles and Florence Hoff, 53 years on July 3
Calvin and Phyllis Sorg, 57 years on July 3
Warren and Alice Wittwer, 60 years on July 11

Steve and Marcia Thurwachter, 20 years on July 11

Maurice and Cleo Schaefer, 59 years on July 24
Walter and Dorothy Wendt, 64 years on July 31
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in July!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed your birthday or anniversary!!

Ushers
          8:00           July             10:30                              8:00             August            10:30


Kim & Brian Steuber       Jamie Wittwer                  Shirley Soelle
     Evelyn Accola
Jacob Steuber

David McFarlane

Samantha & John

Norbert, Chris, &
Travis Steuber

Larry Johnson

   Bowman


   Kevin Hardtke




Katherine Wilson

Mary Fisher
               July “Pastry, 
        Pantry, and Produce’ 
                  Sunday

Seeds were planted in the ground,

the rain and sun have come down.

Perhaps some of the “fruits” of the harvest may now be found,

on our “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” table.

Our July “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be July 8th.  $124.05 was collected at our June “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday, making a grand total of $1,464.95 collected since we began this fun, monthly event.
Congratulations!  Thank you to all who have Baked, Brought, and/or Bought!
New Member Sunday
New members will be received on Sunday, July 29, at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services.  If you are interested in membership, please contact Pastor Bill or the office.

Four Things You Can Never Recover
The Stone …….. after it’s thrown.

        The Word …….. after it’s said.

       The Occasion … after it’s over.

      The Time …….. after it’s gone.
Annual Ice Cream Social &

Silent Auction

Our 17th Annual Ice Cream Social will be Sunday, July 22nd, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.  Traditionally, this event was held in the church park; but because of unpredictable weather, it will be held in the main dining room of the Church.
You will be able to enjoy yummy barbeques (made by Wyttenbach Meats) or hot dogs, chips and pickles, assorted homemade pies, ice cream, hot fudge brownie sundaes, lemonade, ice tea, and coffee.

Starting another annual tradition, a “Silent Auction” will take place in the Fireside Room.  Lois Pieper and Dianna Woerpel will be in charge.  Please bring your items 
to the church basement Fireside Room during the week of July 15th so they can be appropriately marked.  Baked or perishable items can be brought on the same day as the Social.  A request is being made that no large items, such as furniture, be donated.  Last year, Jody Kapp’s “Pie of the Month” went over really well.  Dinners, window washing, or other services are ideas that could, also, be Silent Auction donations.  The money collected will go toward the Music Ministry Organ Fund.

( Larry Johnson will, also, be spinning tunes on his Karaoke machine. (
There are sign-up sheets in the back of the church to make pies and to help the day of the Social.  Emily Fuchs and Carol Hehenberger are coordinating the Social.
Don’t forget to put this delightful supper date on your calendar!

   NONPROFIT  ORG


   US POSTAGE PAID





PRAIRIE DU SAC WI        


     PERMIT NO 30























