                         June 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I’m getting super enthused about our upcoming General Synod meeting in Hartford, Connecticut.  Registrations for General Synod 26--billed as the UCC’s golden anniversary jubilee--hit 6,124 on May 8, just as the online registration process was given a one week breather to allow time for mailings to be prepared for those who have already indicated plans to attend.  By comparison, two years ago, about 2,700 had registered by the opening day of General Synod 25 in Atlanta.

What is General Synod? It’s the national meeting of the United Church of Christ which is held every other year.  Synod will officially convene on Friday afternoon, June 22, and will adjourn on Tuesday evening, June 26, following the closing worship.  We will gather at the Hartford Civic Center, a 14,000 seat arena designed primarily for sporting events.  It will be our home for five days as delegates from each of the 39 Conferences of the UCC vote on various resolutions being addressed at this year’s meeting.  It’s an interesting process as we hear debates on both sides of the issues and then witness the vote take place on the plenary floor.  We’ll, also, have the usual exhibits, worship, music, and workshops to participate in.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the UCC and an extraordinary event has been planned.  The normal business of the weekend has been set aside for the celebration of our past and a conversation about our future.  The opening worship on Friday evening will kick off the celebration.  On Saturday, delegates and visitors will have a chance to be a part of Synod in the City—a day long festival of worship, Bible Study, workshops, lectures, concerts, etc.  We’ll begin the day with worship in the Civic Center and a keynote address and will then fan out in the downtown area for a host of other events.  We’ll end the day back together in the Civic Center for a grand celebration.
Four youth from our congregation will be attending this year’s General Synod as part of the Wisconsin Conference youth delegation.  They’ll stay in dormitories at the University of Hartford and will participate in a program geared specifically for youth, but will overlap with the General Synod program as well.  It ought to be quite a time!

Please keep these youth in your thoughts and prayers in the weeks to come.  They will be hosting a Father’s Day brat stand in the Piggly Wiggly parking lot as they try to raise funds to help defray the cost of the trip.  Your support would be greatly appreciated.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Hats Off To Our Graduates!
Congratulations to our Sauk Prairie High School graduates:  Denise Alwin, Michelle Brzezinski, Tom Brzezinski, Kevin Hardtke, Tyler Jensen, John Lendved, Amanda McFarlane, Matt Stamm, Crystal Staples, and Kirsten Warren.  May God continue to be your Guide as your begin this new journey in your life!
2007 Confirmands

The following youth were confirmed on Sunday, May 20th:  Elly Doty-Foreyt, Brandon Free, Courtney Free, Collin Kemnitz, Austin Litscher, Justin Nelson, Eavin Revak, and Jordan Straight.  Congratulations, Confirmands!
We Celebrate Fathers
“The just man walketh in his integrity:

his children are blessed after him.”
Proverbs 20:7
We will honor the fathers of our church on June 17.  We’ll present boxes of candy to the oldest and youngest fathers in attendance at
each of our worship services.

Strengthen the Church
On Sunday, June 24, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ.  Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, we further our commitment to strengthen and renew existing congregations and provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.  Your support is needed and appreciated!

(Please note: we are no longer able to staple our newsletter so the Strengthen The Church special offering envelopes can be picked up in the back of church.  They will be in a basket.)
Music in Ministry

Organ Fund

The Music in Ministry Organ Fund received a wonderful donation of $10,000 in mid-April.  This leaves us with a balance of around $9,500.

If you have pledged to the Organ Fund and have a remaining balance, and are able to pay it off in 2007, it would be greatly appreciated.  If you aren’t sure what you owe, please call the church office.

We hope to have the balance paid off this year!

Thank you to all of you who have given to the Music in Ministry Organ Fund!

Summary of
May Consistory Meeting:
from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Minutes of April regular meeting and April special meeting approved.  Bills and Financial report show that regular giving is down some from last year, but donations in other areas are up.  A recent donation of $10,000 to the Music Ministry Organ fund has greatly reduced the amount owed  to approximately $10,000.  With some pledges still outstanding and with continued efforts to add to the fund, it is hoped that it will be completely paid for by the end of the year. Pastor's report:  *Dennis Kahn sent report that maintenance has been done on organ and several pipes were obstructed by Asian beetles and fibers from the sisal bell rope.  Bug bombs will be set off in bell tower and a new nylon rope will be purchased for the bell.  *Two weddings scheduled in future. 
*Two recent baptisms and two more in future.  *Seven funerals in past several weeks. *General Synod meeting in Connecticut in June with 4 youth going and Pastor Bill attending.  Pastor Larry Collins will fill the pulpit. *Meeting on May 20 for host families for German youth visiting here June 28th to July 8th.  *Pastor Bill on vacation week of May 27th.  Building and Maintenance:  *Outside church sign working again.  *Outside drain near kitchen cleaned.  *Hasheider's will be checking roof for some repairs.  Members in Ministry:   *Small baskets, made and contributed by the Basket Weavers group that uses our basement, are available for  anyone doing home visits.  Program:  *Next meeting June 7th at 6:30 p.m.  Unfinished business: (a) Pam Alwin and Sharon Diehl coordinating plans for new church directory.  (b) Par-sonage:  Cindy Baker selected to rent.  Some cleaning needed prior to her moving in.  June 1st and 2nd scheduled for work days. Also, 
some outside landscaping needed.  Rent monies will be placed in fund for future taxes and repairs, if needed.  (c) TV/VCR/
DVD purchased for educational and church needs.  Special cart to be purchased for safety purposes.  New business: (a) Review of Memorial Fund policy and wishes of family wishing to donate money. (b) Safe Sanctuary policy needed for all persons interacting with youth.  Will work on it at next meeting. (c) Additional signs needed directing visitors to elevators.  Next meeting: June 21st.
Parsonage Clean

       Up Project

Cindy Baker and her granddaughter, Haley, will be renting and moving into the parsonage during the month of June.  Because the parsonage has been empty for five months, some minor cleaning ~ dusting, vacuuming, touching up nail holes, etc. ~ needs to be done.  Also, some landscaping work needs to be done outside the parsonage and church.

The Consistory has set Friday, June 1st, and Saturday, June 2nd, as dates to do this.  Hours will be from 9:00 a.m.-Noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m., on both days.  Help for even an hour or two will be appreciated.  For outside work, extra wheelbarrows, rakes, shovels, and pruning equipment will be needed.  For inside work, extra buckets, brooms, mops, and cleaning rags would be appreciated.

There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church, if you are able to help.  
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Music at First Church

from Denny Kahn, Music Director
 
Summer is almost here, and I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on our past church year and how music continues to be such an important component of our church lives.  Our worship of God is an ongoing endeavor that is greatly enhanced by the music that is shared at First Church.

Special thanks go out to everyone who has contributed to the musical well being of First Church.  This includes First Choir, The Men of A Chord, all who volunteer to supply music for summer services, the Christmas Music Festival, the Sunday School for their musical selections, those who provide musical leadership for the Saturday services, and to everyone who sings out with their heart and soul during worship services each week.

Recently, Phil Schwarz was back in Wisconsin to do a little maintenance on our organ.  It is almost three years since it was installed, and we are getting close to finishing our task of paying it off.  Thanks to all who have contributed to the Music Ministry fund that supports music at First Church.

I would like to personally thank Kristy Litscher for her continuing dedication to working weekly with me and First Choir and Men of A Chord.  Also, very special thanks to Laura Maenche for being available to fill in for me when needed and, also, for providing special music on a regular basis.

I would like to invite and encourage all members to consider becoming involved with either First Choir or Men of A Chord when we start up again in the fall.  I have, again, prepared a calendar for the entire church year so you will know when we will sing and can make plans accordingly.  You are always welcome whether you can sing with us regularly or only occasionally.   Please think about contributing to our musical ministry.  You do not have to be a trained musician to participate!  Remember, the word amateur comes from the Latin work "amo" which means, "to love."  Amateurs do what they do for the shear love of it!

If you have any questions or would like to discuss joining us in making a "joyful noise", either with First Choir or Men of A Chord, please call me at 370-6000.  Your voice is the one we are missing!!

Summer Music Opportu-nities!              from Dennis Kahn
Summertime is just around the corner now.  If anyone would like to volunteer to provide special music for our summer worship services, please contact Denny Kahn at 

370-6000.  We have openings at both services from June 11th through September 3rd.  Your gifts of music are certainly appreciated!  Thanks!



From Lorene, Scott & Crystal Sprecher and children:
Our sincere thanks to everyone during Erv’s illness and passing.  Your kind words, prayers, cards, and visits are very much appreciated.  Special thanks to Pastor Bill, Tom Litscher, Dennis Kahn, Wyttenbach’s, and the Women’s Guild for making the service so personal and touching.  Erv is smiling down on all of us, happy to know he touched the lives of so many.
From Buford Wicklund

Thank you to all who helped celebrate my 80th birthday.  It was a big surprise for me!!  It was planned by my daughters, Beverly and Pamela, which turned out to be a well-kept secret.  I thank you for the cards, gifts, and good wishes!  God bless!

From Sauk-Prairie Kids Ranch
Thanks so much for the use of your classrooms for Sauk-Prairie Kids!  Your generosity and kindness is a wonderful thing!

June “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

This month’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday will be June 10th.  Come and see what delicious donations adorn the table this month!
May’s donations totaled $150.01!  The grand total collected so far is $1,340.90.

THANK YOU!  Your support of the Music in Ministry Organ Fund is so appreciated!             [image: image2.wmf]
Christian Craft Clutch
This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Saturday, June 2nd, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.  Join us to cool off and chat!  Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
*** Summer Hours ***
Starting on Monday, June 11, the church facilities will usually be locked at Noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy, in the church office, if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.
Label Maker

We now have a label maker so if you are in need of one for church projects, please call the church office.

Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:


--worship services;


--hospital and Maplewood visits;


--doctor and dentist appointments;


--bank and other errands.

Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

[image: image3.wmf] It was a fun Sundae Sunday for our close of Sunday School.  All students received a certificate and treats.  Thank you to the parents and staff that helped serve and clean up and special thanks to Daryl and Diane Matzke.
[image: image4.wmf] We collected $1,000 for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you to all who contributed to this worthy project.  We are so pleased that we made our goal!  We will be able to support the Feierabends as they build another house in Mexico!
[image: image5.wmf] The Sunday School choir sounded great on May 20.  Many thanks to all who joined in, it was a special way to end the year.
[image: image6.wmf] My heartfelt thanks to Pastor Bill, Cindy Baker, and our wonderful Sunday School staff:  Nadene Litscher, Kelli & Jordan Straight, Amanda McFarlane, Marcia Nachreiner, Dawn Breunig, Stacy & Daniele Hasheider, Dana Gee, Jeanann Breininger, Tom Litscher, Stephanie Alwin, Jamie Barth, Megan Young, Sharon Diehl, Heather Miller, Rita Larsen, Jody Kapp, and Heidi Liverseed.  Thanks, also, to those who substituted or helped out during special programs.
[image: image7.wmf] Thank you for the camp donations - we collected $300.  Now that we have 5 campers, we will accept donations through Friday, June 8.
[image: image8.wmf] Mark your calendars: Sunday School will begin, again, on September 9.

[image: image9.wmf] Thank you to the staff, parents, and students for a wonderful year!  Have a safe summer!

Sunday School
Summer Fundraiser
We are scheduled to run a brat stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 20, and Saturday, July 21.  If you would like to help plan, cook, or serve brats, please contact Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327 or see the sign-up sheet on the table in the Education Building entryway.
Vacation Bible School

Our ecumenical Vacation Bible School will take place here at our church June 11-15 from 9:30 a.m.-Noon.   The theme is: “Great Bible Reef ~ Dive Deep Into God’s Word!”  Students ages pre-K through 6th grade are welcome.  Please pre-register by Tuesday, May 29.  Registration forms are by the bulletin board as you enter the Education Building.  (Prior registration is required.)  Returned forms can be placed in the basket also found by the bulletin board or returned to church by mail.  If you have questions, contact Margaret McFarlane, Sunday School Superintendent, at 643-6327.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

            504 Washington Avenue


    Sauk City, WI  53583

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

   JUNE SCOOP
Happy Father’s Day to 

   all of our fathers!
June
1 & 2

Parsonage Clean-up ~ 9:00 a.m.-Noon; 1:00-4:00 p.m.
  2

Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

  7

Program Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

11-15

Vacation Bible School ~ 9:30 a.m.-Noon
17

“Happy Father’s Day”
21

Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
21-27

General Synod Meeting in Connecticut
27-July 7
German Youth Group Visit
24

“Strengthen the Church” Special Mission Offering

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no nursery)
Memorials Report 

Radio Ministry
Memorials were received in April in loving 

We thank the May sponsors of our 8:00 
memory of:

a.m. Sunday worship service broadcasts:

                  Reta Lysenko

             Ervin Sprecher


Carol & Rod Hehenberger





VaLera & Alton Accola









   Melissa & Jacob Brickl




Liz Bongard & Family

In Our Church Family
Anniversaries
Laura and Al Maenche, 65 years on June 8
          Ruby and Chuck McFarlane, 53 years on June 11
 Theo and Hugh Nelson, 52 years on June 11

                                           Lois and Cliff Pieper, 52 years on June 25
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in May!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed you on the May birthday calendar!!

June and July Ushers

8:00                     June                      10:30                        8:00             July            10:30       

Emily Fuchs
Jeanann & Rick
Kim & Brian Steuber        Larry Johnson
Deb & Arnold Wells
    Breininger     
     Jacob Steuber               Dave McFarlane


Carol & Rod
     Travis Steuber              Jamie Witter

    Hehenberger
                                          Katherine Wilson
“Wake up every morning expecting blessings from God, and you will not be able to count them by the end of the day.”
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