May 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


Why do we get baptized and why is it such a big deal?  How is it related to Confirmation?
Baptism is our official introduction into the life of the Christian church.  It is one of two sacraments we observe in the life of our congregation, with the Lord’s Supper being the other.  What makes these two sacraments special is that Jesus participated in both.

We’re introduced to a strange looking man named John the Baptist in the third chapter of Matthew’s gospel.  He wore camel’s hair clothing with a leather belt tied around his waist.  His message was one of hope, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt. 3:2).  The people of Jerusalem and all of Judea were going out to him and were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

Back in the time of John the Baptist, baptism was something that adults participated in.  People made a conscious decision to turn away from sin and to live a new God centered life.  In essence, they became re-born.  There are a number of congregations today that only baptize people when they come of age to make that decision for themselves.

Baptism is a big deal because it is intended to be a life changing event.  For someone making the decision for themselves, baptism represents a re-birth; it represents an end to their old sinful ways and the beginning of a new life in Jesus Christ.
Here at First UCC, infants and young children are the ones who usually get baptized.  They don’t make this decision on their own—their family makes it for them.  Parents, sponsors and the church make specific promises that the one about to be baptized will be nurtured in a loving, caring, Christian way.  We pledge to teach that child about the saving love of Jesus Christ and to support them any way we can.

Because we predominately baptize young infants in the life of our church, we have what is known as Confirmation. At a certain age, which in our congregation is eighth grade, the young adult affirms their baptismal vows.  We confirm those young people who are ready to commit their life to Jesus Christ.

The word “confirm” means “to make firmer or stronger.”  When we are confirmed:

   *We make firmer or stronger the baptismal vows taken on our behalf (or that you took yourself).

   *God makes firmer and stronger claims on us.

   *Membership in the church will be made firmer or stronger.

A good summary of confirmation is found in the answer to question #122 in the Evangelical Catechism: “Confirmation is the renewal of the baptismal covenant.  The baptized children, having been instructed in the Christian faith, publicly confess their faith in their Savior Jesus Christ, promise obedience to [God] until death, and are received by the church into active membership.”
Please support our 8th grade confirmands on May 20 as they affirm their baptism at the 10:30 am worship service.  It will be a joy to receive them into full active membership and to celebrate this momentous occasion in their lives.





Blessings, Pastor Bill
We Celebrate Mothers
“A Godly woman is a priceless treasure … to her family, her church, and her God.”  Join us for worship on Mother’s Day, May 13. The youngest and oldest mothers at each service will receive flowers.

The Images of Mother
  4 years old
My Mommy can do anything!

  8 years old
My Mom knows a lot! A whole



lot!

12 years old
My Mother doesn’t really know



quite everything.

14 years old
Naturally, Mother doesn’t know



that, either!

16 years old
Mother?  She’s hopelessly old-



fashioned.

18 years old
That old woman? She’s way out 



of date.

25 years old
Well, she might know a little



bit about it.

35 years old
Before we decide, let’s get



Mom’s opinion.

50 years old
Wonder what Mom would have



thought about it?

65 years old
Wish I could talk it over with 



Mom!

Confirmation
The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, May 20, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  This is an important time in the life of our young people and in the life of our congregation.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.  All are invited to attend the worship service and rejoice in the commitments made.

May’s “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

This month’s “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday falls on Mother’s Day.  What a perfect time to buy a treat from the table and take it to that special woman who always made sure the cookie jar was filled and your favorite kind of candy was in her cupboard.
April’s donations totaled $143.50 ~ awesome!  The grand total collected so far is $1,190.89.
Whether you have baked and brought or bought (or all three), 
THANK YOU!
Your support of the Music in Ministry Organ Fund is so appreciated!
May Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Satur-day, May 19, from 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the basement of the Education Building.
Come for some quiet time to work on your craft and chit chat!
Family and friends of the church are always welcome!

      Memorials Report
               Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in March in
We thank the April sponsors of our 8:00 
loving memory of:

Sunday worship service radio broadcasts:

Bill Fuchs
Friends and family of Helen Stewart


Edward Giese
Ruth and Evelyn Accola
             Reta Lysenko
Dorothy and Walter Wendt
             Mary Ellen Nordstrom-Steen
Margaret and Jamie Wittwer

             Herbert Wendt
Lilah Sprecher
In our church family 
Anniversaries
                                   Irene and Lyman Waffenschmidt, 55 years on May 10
                                        Theresa and Scott Grimes, 1 year on May 12
                                        Penny and Bill Roth, 54 years on May 23
                                        Rosemary and Harley Lichtenwalner, 1 year on May 27
                                  Diane and Dick Bensenberg, 15 years on May 30
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in May!
We acknowledge 1st anniversaries; anniversaries ending in 5 or 0; and all over 50 years.

Please let us know if we missed you on the May birthday calendar!!

May and June Ushers

8:00                    May             10:30                         8:00                     June            10:30




Mike Brzezinski
Debbie & Herman
Emily Fuchs
Jeanann & Rick

Lucinda Gruber
   Tschudy
Deb & Arnie Wells
    Breininger

Nathan Litscher
Kara & Steve

Carol & Rod
Gordon Hartmann               Rheingans
                                                Hehenberger

***************************************************************************** 
Pastor Bill Kapp                   Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                      Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                           Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                 Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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May

 3
Mother-Child Banquet – 6:30 p.m.
 5
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
12
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
13
Happy Mother’s Day!

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
17
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
19
Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.

20
Last day of Sunday School

Sunday School Choir sings – 10:30 service

Confirmation Sunday – 10:30 service
26
Last Saturday Worship Service until Fall – 5:00 p.m.
27
“Pentecost Sunday”

Pastor Bill running in the Mad City Marathon:

Good luck, Pastor Bill!

28
Memorial Day: Church Office Closed

Saturday worship:  5:00 p.m. through May; resumes September 1

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided) 

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 through adult (through May 20); resumes on September 9
Sunday School News 

                    by Margaret McFarlane
( Thank you to those who participated in our procession on Palm Sunday.

( We had a great Easter Party.  About 56 participated in the fun.  Thanks to the students and staff that helped.
( Many thanks to all the students who sang on April 15.

( The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on May 20.
( Our last Sunday School class will be May 20.  We will have sundaes as a final treat.  Parents are welcome!
( Please check the candle lighting schedule ~ students are scheduled through May 27.

( Don’t forget to turn in donations for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful project!

( This year, the Sunday School is again sponsoring a summer fundraiser.  We are scheduled to run a brat stand by Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 20, and Saturday, July 21. Volunteers will be needed, so mark your calendar!

Camp Registration Continues

We are aware of 3 campers who are registered for camp.  (You may continue to register through the end of May.)  Church 

camp is great fun and fellowship. To assist

with our camping program, we continue to

accept donations to our camp fund.  

Our final special offering 

will be on May 20.  If you 

are planning to go to camp, 

please let us know soon.

Vacation Bible School
V.B.S. will be held here at First U.C.C. 

June 11-15 from 9:30 a.m.-Noon.
WE NEED YOU … please consider helping us out for one day (or more).  We need people to be storytellers, craft leaders, recess leaders, snack servers, class leaders, and helpers.  Please contact Margaret at 643-6327 if you can help with this special ministry for our young people.
Summer Music Opportu-nities!  from Dennis Kahn, Music Director
It’s time to be thinking about summer!  If anyone would like to volunteer to provide special music for our summer worship services, please contact Denny Kahn at 
370-6000 or 963-4915.  We have openings

at both services from June 10th through September 2nd.  Your gifts of music are certainly appreciated!  Thanks!

Sponsors of the
Easter Lilies and Palms
Rita & Ed Larsen,

in loving memory of Hildegarde Wagner

Kim & Rick Peters & Family and 
Joni & Jim Schwenn,

in loving memory of Darlene Schwenn

Sharal Steuber, 

in loving memory of Theron Steuber
Sue & Phil Barth,

in loving memory of Jacob Barth
 and Arthur Mayer
Cecy & Pete Haines,

in loving memory of Susan Haines Lewis,

Josephine & Christ Von Behren, 
Angeline & Ivan Koepp, and
Alan Von Behren, Sr.

Lorraine & Harland Hartmann,

in loving memory of their parents
Peggy & Thomas Alt,

in loving memory of Terry Dickerson
Doris Steuber,

in loving memory of Ralph Steuber

VaLera & Alton Accola,

in loving memory of Roy Accola
The Pieper’s,

in loving memory of Laura Pieper

Buford Wicklund,
in loving memory of Dorothea Wicklund
Strengthen the Church

On Sunday, June 24, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ, celebrating our 50th anniversary which is June 25th.  Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, we further our commitment to be a multi-racial, multi-cultural church, open and affirming and accessible to all.  We strengthen and renew existing congregations.  We fund leadership for new congregations.  We provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  We fund leadership development for the whole church.  Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.  Your support is needed and appreciated!

Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:

--Mother-Child Banquet;

--worship services;


--hospital and Maplewood visits;


--doctor and dentist appointments;


--bank and other errands.
Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

[image: image1.wmf]
Thank you’s
From Janet Lange

Thank you for your prayers, visits, and support during my recent recuperation and healing.  Your thoughtfulness was much appreciated.  God bless you!

From the Family of Priscilla Loether

The family of Priscilla “Toddy” Loether would like to thank each and every one of you who remembered Mother in any way during her illness and after her passing.  A big thank-you to Women Guild members Sherry Pieper, Doris Steuber, Lois Price, Donna Kaufman, Liz Bongard, and Peggy Ganser who prepared and served the funeral luncheon.  A special thank- you to Pastor Bill for all his comforting words and his special song he sang to Mother during her last hour.  We are all so blessed to have him!

From Kelli Straight

Dear Friends of First UCC, I want to thank all of you that supported us on our recent trip to Biloxi, MS.  Whether with donations for the sale, monetary donations, purchases at the sale, words and/or prayers, it has all been very much appreciated.  The sale netted us $1,208 and was divided to help defray the cost of housing at Bethel Lutheran as well as leave a $300 donation to the church on behalf of First UCC.  As I have stated in the past, the area will be in need of volunteers for many years to come.  They are still expecting reconstruction to be at least another 5-7 years.  It was nice to go back and see that some things have been done since I was there last July/August, but there is still much more left to do ~ not only in Biloxi but 
throughout the whole Gulf region.  If you would be interested in supporting the region or volunteering, please contact myself or any of the other volunteers; and we will be glad to help you.  I, also, want to thank all of the 

members that gave of their time and talents to travel 1,100 miles to serve with others in 

our community in the reconstruction efforts.  Some are students that gave up their spring break to go and serve.  I am still over-whelmed by the response I had.  I am very proud to be a part of the family of First UCC.  Again, many thanks to all of you.  

From Lawrence Gander

I would like to thank my friends and First UCC family for all the birthday and get-well cards during my surgeries and for my birthday.  May God bless all of you!

Aluminum Pop Can Fundraiser

Bring in your recycled aluminum pop cans and help defray the cost for the youth attending the United Church of Christ General Synod meeting in Hartford this June!  We have an account with Denny’s Can Crushin’ so you can either drop the cans off at Denny’s and tell him to add it to the church’s account or you can drop them off in the church basement.  Denny’s Can Crushin’ is located in the Sauk City Industrial Center.
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EACH WEEK








TUESDAY


Bible Study @ 1:00 p.m.





WEDNESDAY


Men of A Chord @ 6:15 p.m.


Confirmation @ 6:30 p.m.


First Choir @ 7:00 p.m.





THURSDAY


Prayer & Study @ 9:15 a.m.











