March 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC:

I read the gospel lesson on Sunday mornings from a big Bible that sits on the pulpit.  This Bible has a lot of history.  It was presented to the church in memory of Rev. Calvin M. Zenk by members of his 1914 confirmation class.  The class of 1914 was the first class Rev. Zenk confirmed in the new church.  The Bible was dedicated on Easter Sunday, April 10, 1955, by the Rev. Wilson M. Bixler.

I read from this Bible as a way to honor the legacy of Rev. Zenk’s and Rev. Bixler’s ministries as well as the traditions of our church.  I believe that honoring tradition is important.  It is a way to celebrate the 147 year history of our congregation, the contributions of previous pastors, and the efforts of our faithful members both present and past.

But there is one tradition in the life of this church I would like us to reconsider—the issue of children at the communion table.

We say our communion table is open to all people and that everyone is welcome.  We serve communion on Christmas and Easter to any adult who wishes to receive the sacrament, regardless of membership status.  I believe, as many of you do, that Jesus would not restrict access to anyone seeking a greater relationship with Him.  His inviting love is extended to all.  I strongly support the idea of an open table.  

First UCC has a tradition, whether that be official or unofficial, that youth and children are not allowed to receive communion until the age of confirmation.  The rationale used with this tradition is that young people need to understand what the sacrament of Holy Communion means.

Part of growing up in the church is to participate along with the faith community.  Allowing children to receive communion is a way to let them experience firsthand the saving love of Jesus Christ.  It is a wonderful opportunity for parents and grandparents to teach their children about communion and why we receive the sacrament.

Unfortunately, our mainline Protestant churches are in the midst of a trend over the last forty years in which children are active in the life of the church until the age of confirmation.  Once these young people get into high school, they become extremely busy and their church involvement decreases.  The time to reach out to our children is now.  These are the formative years in which they are developing their sense of spirituality.  I look forward to discussing the issue of children at the communion table with you in the months to come.

“People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them.  When the disciples saw this,

they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to

me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth;

anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’”

                                                                                                                                     Luke 18:15-17 NIV

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Come Worship With Us On Saturday Evenings
An exciting time to praise God is set for Saturdays at 5 p.m.  The worship services will be from March 3 through May 26.  Laura Maenche will share her “gift” of music with us at these services as the organist.
Organizational Meeting of Consis-tory                  from Dianna Woerpel
Immediately following the Annual Meeting, the Consistory met for the purpose of electing officers.
The following members were elected:

President:  

Daryl Matzke
Vice President:  
Shawn Liverseed
Secretary:  

Dianna Woerpel
Treasurer:  

Carol Hehenberger
Consistory meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Consistory Meeting

Feb. 15, 2007
All members were present, including new members Sharon Diehl, Ed Larsen, and Larry Johnson.  Pastor Bill's report included WI Dells youth retreat; March 18th "shareholders" luncheon; UW Campus Ministry supper to be served by youth; 50th Anniversary General Synod meeting to be held in Hartford, CN., in June, German youth to return to WI for 9-12 days; seven part Bible study on Psalms started; and 20 members, including Pastor Bill, going on March 23rd Biloxi Mission trip led by Kelli Straight.  Pastor Penny Roth will fill pulpit.  Pastor Bill on vacation Feb 23rd-29th.  Pastor Larry Collins in pulpit.  Confirmation classes learning history of our church.  Committee reports:  Sunday School:  “Fun, Float, and Fellowship” Sunday on March 11.  Nursery care volunteers needed.  Age limit set at kindergarten or younger, unless child of parent volunteer.  Possibility of getting TV/VCR so Bible stories can be shown.  (Also shared with Confirmands for teaching videos.)  Building and Maintenance:  Three infant changing tables purchased and to be installed in bathrooms.  Pastor Parish:  No meeting.  Members in Ministry:  Continue to visit shut-ins and help Powers’ family.  Pastor Bill offering pre-Easter communion.  Program:  Next meeting Thursday, March 8th, at 6:30 p.m.  Finance:  No February meeting.  Better communications needed between Consistory and Finance Committee.  Herman Tschudy appointed to committee. 

Unfinished business:  Annual meeting: 63 members in attendance.  Church Directory: planned for April or May.  Parsonage: Working on establishing lease and checking on tax and insurance implications.  Narthex Remodeling:  Need more definite cost and scope of project.  Will continue investigating.  Church staff job descrip-tions:  Maintenance and Secretarial completed.  Employee evaluations:  Pastor Bill to complete for Secretary and Maintenance.  Consistory, with assistance of Pastor Parish, to do annual Pastor evaluation.  New Business: Consistory to establish goals for 2007 at next meeting.

Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “Jesus’ ‘I Am’ Sayings.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m.  Good Friday service is at 1:00 p.m.  The offerings collected at these services support cooperative Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule
March 7

         First Presbyterian
Pastor Bill Kapp: “I am the Light.”

March 14


Bethlehem UMC,





Black Hawk
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “I am the Way.”

March 21
First United Church of Christ

Pastor John Smith: “I am the Vine.”

March 28
St. John’s Lutheran-Leland

Pastor Kendall Schlittler: “I am the Bread.”

Easter Lilies and Palms
We invite you to donate towards Easter lilies and palms in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, April 1 – Palm Sunday

10:30 a.m.
Children’s palm procession
Worshippers at both services receive palms

Thursday, April 5 – Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. 
Holy Communion Service

Friday, April 6 – Good Friday

1:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Cooperative Ser-



vice at Concordia UMC
7:00 p.m.
Worship at First UCC with 


Holy Communion

Sunday, April 8 – Easter Sunday

8:00 & 10:30 Worship services with Holy


  Communion

“Alleluia!  He Is Risen!”
Choir Schedules
Men of A Chord and First Choir have modified rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A Chord rehearse from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., and First Choir begins at 6:30 p.m. and concludes at 7:15 p.m.  This allows members to get to the Lenten services.
                            Chili & Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 21, to raise money for our organ fund.  Dinner will be served from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and dessert will, also, be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service.

Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or Rita Larsen at (608)544-5800 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!

Easter Breakfast

Fundraiser

Plan to have breakfast at church on Easter morning, April 8th.  Come and enjoy wonderful food and fellowship on this joyful day!  The proceeds will go to our youth attending the United Church of Christ General Synod meeting in Hartford, Connecticut, June 21-27.  Watch for more details in future bulletins and the April SCOOP.

Welcome the stranger: OGHS

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”

Matthew 22:39
Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing carry God’s message of love and hope to people in more than eighty countries.  The United Church of Christ is working with women in West Africa to grow vegetables for vital nutrients; helping quake-ravaged villages rebuild in Pakistan; providing health care for refugees in Sudan; building systems to deliver safe drinking water in villages in Laos; empowering AIDS orphans in Rwanda; repairing schools in Kenya; bring-ing farming tools and seeds to communities in Haiti; and rushing emergency disaster relief all over the world, including the U.S. Gulf Coast.

Christ has commanded us to love our neighbors.  Join millions of other Christians who are loving their neighbors by giving wholeheartedly.  Together we make a world of difference!
Please use the enclosed envelope for your gift and bring it to church on March 25.
March Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, March 24, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Come join the conversation and fun!  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.

Memorials

Memorials were received in January in loving memory of:

Radio Ministry

We thank the February sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship radio broadcasts:
Franz Wyttenbach
In our church family

Marcy & Steve Thurwachter
Lorene & Bob Cushing
Friends & family of Helen Stewart
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in March!
If we missed you on the March birthday calendar, please call the office!
Ushers
8:00               March           10:30                    
             8:00           April                10:30




Tammy Young
Rick Chamberlin
     Phil Bongard

Kelli & Tim

   
Megan 
Margaret, Tom, &
     Dave Bongard
      Straight

    David Michael
  Amanda McFarlane
     Liz Bongard


Nadene & Todd
Jackie Sliter

     Peggy Ganser

    Litscher
   Dustin
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org




   The church answering machine is always on.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                     504 Washington Avenue

                 Sauk City, WI  53583 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


             March 2007
         Don’t forget to “spring”
       forward 1 hour March 11.
March
2 & 3
Fundraising Basement Sale for members going to Biloxi
 3
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.

 7
Lenten Service @ First Presbyterian – 7:30 p.m.
 8
Program Committee – 6:30 p.m.

10
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.

11
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

Sunday School “Fun, Float, & Fellowship” – 1:00-3:00 p.m.
14
Lenten Service @ Bethlehem UMC, Black Hawk - 7:30 p.m.
15
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.

17
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
18
Sunday School Choir will sing at 10:30 service
21
Chili & Soup Dinner – 4:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.


We Host Lenten Service – 7:30 p.m.


Coffee & dessert following service

24
Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
25
“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering
28
“Happy Birthday, Pastor Bill!”

Lenten Service @ St John’s Lutheran-Leland - 7:30 p.m.

31
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
Adult Sunday School:  9:15-10:00 a.m.
Sunday School News

from Margaret McFarlane

[image: image1.wmf] Our annual swimming party will be Sunday, March 11, from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  We have invited Concordia and First Presbyterian members to join us.  We’ll meet at the S.P.H.S. pool and enjoy our “Fun, Float, & Fellowship.”
[image: image2.wmf] During Lent, the Sunday School is collecting donations for the Mexican Children’s Refuge.  Pastor Herb and Bev Feierabend from our church are the coordinators of this home building project.

Donations can be sent to Sunday School or put in the offering plate.  Donations should be turned in by April 22.

[image: image3.wmf] March is church camp month!  Students in grades K-6 will hear about camp.  (See separate article.)
[image: image4.wmf] Thanks for the great choir participation on February 18.  The Sunday School choir will sing again on March 18.  Grades 4, 5, and 6 will share a special part.
[image: image5.wmf] A new candlelighting schedule will be made for April and May.  If your child would like to participate, please let me know 

(643-6327).

[image: image6.wmf] On Palm Sunday, April 1, all students are welcome to join in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.
[image: image7.wmf] Mark your calendars: our Easter party will be Saturday, April 7, at 1:00 p.m.
Church Camp Is For All Ages!
Campers gather in the community of creation to share meals, songs, campfires, star-gazing, worship, water sports, and more.  Church camp really is a wonderful way to relax, have fun, learn, and enjoy fellowship.

Brochures for the 2007 season have been mailed to those who participated last year; additional brochures are available in the literature racks and at the church office.  There are camps for young children all the way up to senior citizens.  Register for the camp you want by sending in the form and fee.  There are discounts if you register early!

Let the Church office know you will be attending.
Following in Dad’s Footsteps  (
On the way to preschool, a doctor had left his stethoscope on the car seat, and his little girl picked it up and began playing with it.  “Be still my heart,” thought the doctor.  “My daughter wants to follow in my footsteps.”  Then the child spoke into the instrument, “Welcome to McDonald’s.  May I take your order?”
Women’s Sunday
February 11, 2007

Organized by officers of the Guild, Deb Tschudy, Rita Larsen, and Dianna Woerpel, Women’s Sunday was held on February 11, 2007.  The theme this year was:  “Celebra-ting Together Around the Tables in Our Lives.”  Pastor Bill Kapp’s mother, Deborah Bailey, Minister for Women’s Concerns, United Church of Christ, editor of Common Lot, prepared the booklet that provided the resources for the service.  A white linen tablecloth was signed by members of the congregation with names of women who had made a difference in their lives and was used as the altar cloth for the service.  Lois Price later added the names of all of the women of our church to the cloth with hopes it will be used for Women's Sunday in future years. 

A thank you to the women who participated this year including:  Laura Maenche, Kristy Litscher, Liz Bongard, Deb Tschudy, Rose Kleinert, Heidi Liverseed, Jackie Sliter, Amanda McFarlane, Margaret McFarlane,  Missy Gaus, Georgia Selden, Ann Reuter,  Pat Barrett, Kara Rheingans, Marcia Nachreiner,  Rita Larsen, Lois Pieper, Carol Hehenberger, Donna Seitz, Brenda Ott, Peggy Ganser, Sherry Pieper, Sue Barth,  Kelli Straight,  Donna Kaufman, Kari Larsen, Barb Brock, Evelyn Koenig, Sharal Steuber, Pam Alwin, and women of  First Choir including Doris Steuber, Sharal Steuber, Irene Waffenschmidt, Evie Accola, Evelyn Kaiser, Beth Roth-Murphy, Kathy Johnson, Lois Pieper, Evelyn Koenig, Emily Fuchs, Evonne Kundert, Kara Rheingans, Dianna Woerpel,  plus  Kleo Harris, Beth Huerth, Sue Barth, Verna Wenzel, and  Corrine Jonas.  A special thank you to Jody Kapp who provided the sermon for both services; to Cindy Baker who prepared the church bulletin; and to the only male involved, Dennis Kahn, who directed the women’s choir. 

Our hope is that we will continue to set the tables that don’t exclude people, but that include all God’s people, those who are hurting, who need a safe place of refuge, and who feel lost and abandoned by society. May we as people who care deeply for one another appreciate the gifts and talents each of us bring to the table and share God’s love and faithfulness around the tables that we serve. 

“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce”
Sunday: March 11
[image: image8.wmf] If  you like to bake[image: image9.wmf] and bring; [image: image10.wmf] or you like to buy,
[image: image11.wmf] stop by and enjoy this special event  [image: image12.wmf]
$131.75 was collected in January, making a grand total of $944.39 now collected.  Awesome!  Thank you for participating in our Music Ministry Organ Fund!
Thank you’s

From Toddy Loether
Many thanks to my relatives and friends who remembered me in any way for my 85th birthday!  A special thanks to the church ladies who helped with the potluck, my family, Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers, the caregivers, Home Health Hospice, and to the staff at the Pines.  Everything was very much appreciated!  Love and God Bless You All!
From the Family of Franz Wyttenbach ~ Myrtle and family; Jack, Sharon, and family; and Fritz, Ginny, and family.
We would like to express our gratitude for your care, concern, and generosity in the loss of our loved one.  Special thanks to Pastor Bill, Laura Maenche, and Tom Litscher for the beautiful memorial service in celebration of Franz’ life; Doris Steuber, Kleo & Ted Harris, and Lois Price for serving the luncheon; and all those who donated food.  Memorial donations have been made to Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital, First United Church of Christ (Organ Fund), Sauk Prairie Community Club (Scholarship), and the Food Pantry.
From the Family of Wilfred (Bill) Fuchs

Although our hearts remain heavy, and only time will heal and dry our tears, we want to thank the Church community for the endless prayers, concerns, and outpouring of love shown to us in so many ways during the past year and now during the death of our beloved Husband, Father, and Grandfather.  Special thanks to Pastor Bill for his very fitting memorial service; to the ladies for all 
you did to keep the luncheon going so smoothly; for the beautiful music by Laura Maenche; the beautiful tribute in words of song by Tom and Kristy Litscher; and to each of you giving a final tribute to Bill of the special things during his life that touched your heart.  We know the words touched ours!!  The fellowship in our church is so “warm and comforting that it feels so inadequate to end with just a simple thank you.”  May we, also, add ~ we ask God’s richest blessings to keep each of you always with this spirit of love.  
From the Family of Edward Giese ~
Frances Giese, Lloyd & Mel Meyer, Duane Meyer, and Larry & Bev Koenig

The family of Edward Giese would like to express sincere gratitude to Pastor Bill, Maplewood Nursing Home, Sauk Prairie Memorial Hospital, Dr. Sullivan, T.J. Catering, Sauk-Prairie Taxi Service, and Home Health for your care and concern for the loss of our loved one.  Also, thank you for the beautiful cards, flowers, money, and expressions of sympathy.  These kind deeds will never be forgotten!
From Margaret and Jamie Wittwer
Let us remember God’s love is with us at all times!  We are so thankful for our friends at First Church for being, again, so thoughtful, helpful, and praying for health to return.  We know how powerful prayer is and how it guides us back to good health.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill and all you good friends for lovely cards, visits with good wishes, phone calls, and food.  Special thank you’s, also, to Doris Steuber, Gwen Walker, Dianna Woerpel, and special niece, Donna Kaufman.  May God richly bless you all with good health and keep you safe!
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Each Week


Tuesday


Bible Study – 1:00 p.m.





Wednesday


Men of A-Chord – 5:45 p.m.*


Confirmation – 6:30 p.m.


First Choir – 6:30 p.m.*





Thursday


Prayer & Study Group


9:15 a.m.





* Note change of time until Easter








