February 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC:
I’m getting more and more excited about our upcoming youth retreat in the Wisconsin Dells.  Eighteen people from our congregation (15 youth and 3 adults) will attend the Youth Encounter retreat at the Chula Vista February 9-11.

This year’s theme is “Rescue” and is based on Galatians 1:3-5 (NIV translation) which says,

“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age,

according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever.”

Our theme verse this year recounts in just one sentence the entire drama of our own rescue through Jesus Christ.  He sets us free from our sins and gives us new life.  What a marvelous gift!

This retreat will be attended by as many as 500 youth from Wisconsin and other neighboring states.  There will be a featured speaker, two Christian bands, workshops, and a great deal of fun in the waterpark.  I am looking forward to a wonderful time interacting with our youth and learning more about the saving love of Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Bill


Women’s Sunday
Women’s Sunday will be February 11th at both services.  This year’s theme will be "Tables in Our Lives" and will be based on a program edited by Deborah Bailey (Pastor Bill’s mom). (  With the theme of "Tables in Our Lives,” a white tablecloth is at the entrance to the Sanctuary.  We are asking each member of the congregation to write on the tablecloth the name of a woman who has been important to them in their life....a mother, an aunt, a neighbor, a teacher, a minister.  This tablecloth will then be used as the altar cloth as communion is served.  Jody Kapp will deliver the 8:00 sermon, and Pastor Penny Roth will deliver the 10:30 sermon.  As we prepare for this service, consider the different tables that have been a part of your life....maybe a kitchen table, a library table, a table in a hospital cafeteria, a church dining room table, a counter at a cafe, a picnic table, a communion table.....and reflect on how they have influenced you.

Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “Jesus’ ‘I Am’ Sayings.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m., except on Ash Wednesday, which starts 
at 6:30 p.m.  Good Friday service is at 1:00 p.m.  The offerings collected at these services support cooperative Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule

February 21 
St. John’s Lutheran-PdS



@ 6:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes)
Pastor Fred Rilling
February 28

Concordia UMC




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Peter Heide: “I am the Good Shepherd.”
March 7


First Presbyterian




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Kapp: “I am the Light.”
March 14


Bethlehem UMC,




Black Hawk




@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Jeff Virchow: “I am the Way.”
March 21
First United Church of Christ


@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor John Smith: “I am the Vine.”
March 28
St. John’s Lutheran-Leland


@ 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Kendall Schlittler: “I am the Bread.”
April 6

 
Concordia UMC




@ 1:00 p.m.

Good Friday
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February SCOOP
“Jesus loves me!

This I know! ”
February
4
9:00 a.m. Worship Service


Annual Meeting follows service ~ 10:15 ‘ish

(Childcare available at both service and meeting)
 5
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
9-11  Junior Youth Retreat @ Chula Vista in WI Dells
10
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1-4 p.m.
11
Women’s Sunday with Holy Communion

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

14
“Happy Valentine’s Day”
15
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
18
Sunday School Choir sings ~ 10:30 a.m.
21
Ash Wednesday service ~ 6:30 p.m. @ St. John’s

Lutheran-Prairie du Sac (please note change in time from other Wednesday services)
28     Lenten service ~ 7:30 p.m. @ Concordia UMC
Sunday Worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:  
9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
                               9:15-10:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

Confirmation: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Memorials report

          Radio Ministry

December 2006
Memorials were received in loving memory of:
                     Arthur Zerler
In our church family
We thank the sponsors of the January radio broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:


Lucille Coenen & Lorene Sprecher

Vera & Zona Dickerson


Pat & John Shelby

Maxine Cairns

Anniversary   
Shirley and Merton Moely, 65 years on Feb. 7
Leona and Jack Shinker, 63 years on Feb. 14
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February!
Please let the church office know if we miss yours.
Ushers


          8:00                                           February                                10:30


Donna Seitz         


          Terry Steuber


Brenda & Steve Ott

                         Phil, Sue, and Jamie Barth

*The 2007 usher and communion server schedules will be mailed soon.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Greetings From Your Music Director              by Dennis Kahn
It's hard to believe we are already more than a month past Christmas.  Both First Choir and Men of A-Chord are back at it preparing music for Sundays and Lent.  I would like to extend an invitation to any and all to come and join us to help make our worship as musically fulfilling as possible.

Men of A-Chord and First Choir will modify rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A-Chord will rehearse from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m., and First Choir will begin at 6:30 and conclude at 7:15 p.m.  This will allow members to be able to get to the Lenten services, which begin at 7:30 p.m.  This change will begin on February 28th.

I would like to thank everyone for his or her wonderful support of our music ministry here at First Church.

Sunday School News
   by Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  21 people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either

bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 4, due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9 a.m. service and 10 a.m. meeting, there will be a 
nursery available and videos for school age students.

A new schedule of candlelighters was sent home with the February letter on January 28.  Please call me at 643-6327 if your child would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets have been 

assigned to the third Sunday of the month.

The Sunday School Choir sounded great 

on January 21.  We will be singing again 

on Sunday, February 18, at the 10:30 service.  Grades 2 & 3 will do something special before the choir sings.
Fun, Float, & Fellowship is on March 11 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  (See separate article below.)
March will be church camp month.

Fun, Float, and Fellowship
The Sunday School invites you to our annual swimming party!  We will enjoy swimming and fellowship on Sunday, March 11, from 1:00-3:00 at the Sauk Prairie High School pool. Everyone is welcome ~~ there is no charge.  We are inviting our Sunday School friends from Concordia 
and First Presbyterian.  Each 
family is asked to bring one 
food item to share (chips, 
cheese, cookies, etc.)  We will 
share the snack around 2:30.  
Plan on joining us for an 
afternoon of fun!
                               Chili & Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 21, to raise money for our organ fund.  Dinner will be served from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and desserts will be served following the Ecumenical Lenten service.
Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or Rita Larsen at (608)544-5800 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!
February Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, February 10, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Come to chat and catch up on a craft.  Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome.
GIVING STATEMENTS

If you have not received your 2006 Giving Statement, please contact the church office at 643-8387.  Thank you!

ANNUAL REPORT

The 2007 Annual Report is available at the back of the church.  If you would like a copy mailed to you, please call the church office.
let it shine
                            the UCC at 50 years

Dear Friends of First UCC:

The United Church of Christ marks its 50th anniversary in 2007.  General Synod will highlight our year-long celebration, as thousands of UCC members and friends descend upon Hartford, Connecticut, from June 22-26 to work and worship, pray and play, all to the glory of God who has so richly blessed our church.

We hope you plan to join us!

There will be preachers to inspire us, music that will touch our hearts, presentations to engage our intellect, workshops, drama, dance, history lessons, and family fun.  We are inviting you to bring four or more members from your church so that, together, we might experience the fullness of the United Church of Christ.

God Bless,

Edith A. Guffey, Associate General Minister
Sweet Tooth

A movie was just getting to the peak thriller moment when a woman began searching for something under her seat, disturbing the man in the seat next to her.

“What are you looking for?” the man asked, clearly annoyed.

“I dropped a caramel,” the woman said, continuing to search.  “I think it fell under my seat.”

“You’re going to all this trouble for a caramel that fell on the dirty floor?” the man asked in disbelief.

“I certainly am,” the woman replied politely.  “My teeth are in it.”
Consistory Report: Meeting of December 21, 2006
Pastor's report: *Salvation Army bell ringers collected $3,196.58.  *New member Sunday: Jan. 28th.  *Pulpit exchange will be Jan. 21st. Pastor Bill will be at Blackhawk.  Pastor Peter Heide will be at our church.  *Jr. Youth Fellowship had Christmas party.  Sr. Youth planning tubing party in Jan.  *Between 10-19 going to Biloxi mission trip.  Three couples going to Mabel's Mission.  *Youth retreat at Chula Vista on Feb. 9, 10, and 11.  Money being raised to help pay half of costs.  *Confirmation Sunday will be May 20th. *Attendant needed for Children's church starting in Jan.  Sunday School Report:  *74 participated in caroling.  *HELP program big success thanks to Margaret, Amanda, and helpers.  Building and Maintenance:  *Recent insurance inspection.  Crack in stucco on South side of Ed. Bldg repaired, all fire extinguishers recharged, flammables removed from park shelter except for one gasoline can.  Ceiling in bell tower needs repair, sections of roof need repair in spring.  Pastor/Parish: No meeting. Members in Ministry: *Radio technician alternates needed.  *Continuing visits to shut-ins.  Pastor Bill serving communion.  Program:  Next meeting Feb. 12th.  Finance: Next meeting Jan 9th to finalize budget.  Fellowship area remodeling: Daryl working on blueprint.  Unfinished business:  *Pam checking on companies for Church Directory.  Feiner Fotos in Sauk City being considered.  *Arborist did inventory of trees in park and provided recommendations and charges for removal of dead branches, etc.  Decision to be made in Jan.  Parsonage:  Pastor Denise moving by Dec. 31, 2006.  Discussion held on possibilities of future use.  No decision made.  New Business:  *Nursery School volunteering to paint upstairs youth room.  Approved.  *Annual meeting scheduled for Feb. 4th. *Pastor Bill requesting vacation from Feb. 22 to Feb. 28th.  Approved.
Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Consistory Report: Meeting of January 10, 2007
Bills and Financial Report.  *Written report provided by Robin Meier.  Past year has been better financially.  Pastor's report:  *Pulpit exchange on Jan. 21st.  *New member Sunday on Jan. 28th.  *Women's Sunday on Feb. 11th.    *Pastors planning Lenten services.  *Jr./Sr. Youth Fellowship going "tubing" on Jan 26th. *Jr. High Retreat at Chula Vista Feb. 9th-11th.  Youth selling "stock" to help pay for retreat.

*Youth will be serving evening meal and worshipping with Madison Campus Ministry on Feb. 18th.  *General Synod will be in June in Connecticut.  Youth from here will be going and meeting German youth from Sister church. German youth will then spend two weeks in Sauk Prairie and WI.  *Our church met mission goal of $23,005 for OCWM.  *Per capita dues of $4.50 per member are due to Conference.
*Phone book has wrong listing of our church.  *Nursery coordinator needed.  Compensation is $10 to $15 per Sunday.  Unfinished business:  *Budget reviewed for 2007.  *Church directory to be done in Spring.  *Tree trimming approved.  Trees with most dangerous dead limbs to be done first.  *Parsonage in good condition.  Recommendations and suggestions for future to be solicited at Annual Meeting.  New Business: *Daryl preparing communion schedule for 2007  *Consistory potluck luncheon to be at Woerpel’s on Feb. 11th.  Dianna Woerpel, Secretary

Pastor Kendell Called As Chaplain At Fairhaven

Rev. Kendell Nordstrom has been called to be the new Chaplain at Fairhaven.  He follows Rev. Herb Saunders, who retired on December 29th.  Pastor Kendell began as Chaplain on January 2, 2007.

New Member Sunday

On Sunday, January 28, the following people joined our church family:
Brian and Jennifer Cruse
Brookelyn, Mickenzie, and Zachary
1506 Dorothy Court

Sauk City WI 53583

Tim and Katie Homar
Isaac and Elena
312 Fourth Street

Prairie du Sac WI 53578
Nick Kluppert

438 Lueders Road #16

Sauk City WI 53583
Ashley Kolmorgen

Brett

317 Franklin Street

Sauk City WI 53583
Sandra Miskowiak

1340 Walnut Street

Baraboo WI 53913

Kirk and Stephanie Sprecher
Maddie, Sydney, and Sam
320 Franklin Street

Sauk City WI 53583
Mrs. Brian Steuber

Jacob Steuber

Travis Steuber

E10348B Prairie Road

Prairie du Sac WI 53578

Welcome to First UCC!
Thank-you’s
From Susie Van Slyke
Thanks to all who so kindly remembered me with prayers, cards, and kind words after my recent surgery.  A special thank-you to Pastor Bill for all his support.  It meant a lot to me!
(Happy belated birthday, Susie!)

From Dennis Kahn
I would like to thank everyone for his or her cards and prayers.  Having a kidney stone and pneumonia at the same time was a challenge, but all your support and encouragement certainly helped me through it all.  Thanks again!
From Krystal Carlson
To all my friends at First United Church of Christ:  How are you all?  I hope the holidays went well for everyone!  I sure had a wonderful time!  I, also, got a lot of wonderful Christmas cards, thank you so much, each one of them meant the world to me!  It was the best week so far, but also one of the hardest times to be away from home, so those letters really helped me get through that!  Thanks!  I went to Scuol, a little mountain village, for Christmas; and I got to actually play in snow, which the rest of Switzerland is lacking.  I even went to Ski school! After a week, I think I may go professional!  Ha-ha!  It was a really good time!  I, also, went to the special Scuol bathing center and got to see a lot of the city under a layer of snow!  Then, I returned to Zollikon for New Years and my birthday!  Thanks for all the birthday cards as well! They were, also, greatly appreciated!  Some friends here threw me a birthday party so that was a good time!  The last few weeks I have just been going to school and hanging out with friends on the weekends or taking little day trips with my new host family!  It is actually the same host family I had my first month here, and as hard as it was to leave the Schuemperlis, I am happy to be back!  Now, I have just a few weeks of school before I get 2 weeks off for a ski holiday!  I am looking forward to winter, which is taking its time getting here; and then I, also, have a busy spring.  I wish you all the very, very best!  Enjoy the snow!  I miss you and think of you all very often!!

Hurricane Katrina Relief Mission Trip Fundraiser
There will be a basement sale on March 2nd and 3rd.  Proceeds will help defray the costs for members going to Biloxi.  Please bring in your donations and put them on the ping-pong tables in the basement of the Education Building.  If you need help transporting any item(s), please call Kelli Straight at (608)588-2596.


February “Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday
to baketo bring, to buy.

This is your chance for
that special 
$155.35 was collected in January, making a grand total of $812.64 now collected.

How very much we appreciate
YOU  
for participating in our Music Ministry Organ Fund!!

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Each week





Tuesday:


Bible Study – 1:00 p.m.





Wednesday:


Men of A-Chord – 6:15 p.m.


Confirmation – 6:30 p.m.


First Choir – 7:00 p.m.





Thursday:


Prayer & Study Group - 9:15 a.m.








ANNUAL MEETING


February 4, 2007,


approx. 10:15 a.m., 


following 9:00 a.m. 


Worship Service





BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








