January 2007

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


We are about to enter a new year.  This is a time when we have the opportunity to reflect on the triumphs and struggles of the past 12 months as well as focus on what lies ahead in 2007.  As the saying goes, “out with the old and in with the new”.  If you’re anything like me, then perhaps you’re thinking of some good New Year’s resolutions for yourself.  

Many of my past New Year’s resolutions have had to do with self improvement.  I remember the year when I decided not to eat after 9pm (something I frequently do in front of the television).  I had good intentions, but by January 11th I was back at making sandwiches during the halftime segment of the late night college basketball game on ESPN.   I felt bad about not following through with my resolution, but that snack sure hit the spot.  

I must confess that I have failed to achieve most of the New Year’s resolutions I have made for myself.  I come up with ambitious goals (daily journaling, spiritual disciples, physical fitness, etc.) but rarely meet those goals.  I feel guilty about it for a few days, but then it’s back to life as usual.    

I’ve had much better success by making resolutions that focus on helping others.  It makes me feel good when I’m kind to my neighbor or when I’m able to help someone who has a need.  Switching the focus of my New Year’s resolutions from self improvement to helping others has been positive change.  And I must say that my success rate has improved as a result.
In 2007, let us resolve to more fully explore the wonders and mysteries of God in each person we know and meet as we celebrate life and model Christ’s hope.  We have a wonderful opportunity to boldly proclaim our faith through our actions toward our neighbors and friends.

Happy New Year and best of luck with those resolutions.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
JYF Stock Sale
Youth from First UCC will be attending the Youth Encounter retreat at the Chula Vista Resort in the Wisconsin Dells February 9-11, 2007.  We have 18 people from the church registered for the retreat (15 youth and 3 adults):

Pastor Bill

Nadene Litscher

Brenda Perry

Nicole Kippley

Megan Young

Elly Doty-Foreyt

Austin Litscher

Eavin Revak

Jordan Straight

Sarah Smith

“Dude” Young

Sydney Litscher

Alyssa Brickl

Nicholas Huerth

Carissa Herbrand

Kerstin Perry

Logan Diehl

1 available male spot

We need to raise funds to reduce the cost for our group.  We need approximately $1600 to cover the costs for the adult leaders and to cover ½ the cost for the youth.  We will also need funds to cover the cost of meals for our group.

We are selling stock at $25 per share.
Each shareholder will receive a stock report, detailing our activities on the Youth Encounter retreat, as well as an invitation to attend a shareholder’s luncheon on February 18.

Youth attending the retreat will be sitting at tables in the back of the church to assist you with your stock transaction. 

Thanks for supporting the youth of First UCC!

but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary 

2007 Annual Report
Copies of the 2007 Annual Report will be available in the back of church beginning Sunday, January 21st.  If you would like a copy of the report mailed to you, please call the church office, and we will be happy to do so.

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 21, we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange. Pastor Kapp will be at Blackhawk United Methodist Church.  Pastor Peter Heide, St. John’s Lutheran-Leland, will be here.  This year’s theme is “Open our ears and loosen our tongues,” based on Mark 7:31-37.
New Members Sunday

New members will be received on Sunday, January 28, at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services.  If you are interested in membership, please contact Pastor Bill or the office.

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
Our first “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday for 2007 will be January 14. We hope everyone will participate by donating or buying goodies!  $211.80 was collected in December, for a grand total of $657.29 collected October through December 2006 for the Music in Ministry Organ Fund.  
Our Turn At The Food Pantry
The Sauk Prairie area churches and service organizations take turns helping at the Food Pantry.  On Saturday, January 20, we need eight volunteers to help with distribution from 9-11:30 a.m.  Volunteers should be at least 12 years.  Volunteers assist patrons as they “shop” for items, help with setup, help with loading, and do a little restocking of shelves.  If you can help, please sign up at the back of church or call the church office.
January Christian Craft Clutch
January’s Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, January 13, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  All are welcome to enjoy crafting and conversation.

Thank you’s

From Janet Lange
I want to thank everyone for their cards, visits, and prayers after my recent surgery, during my recovery at Maplewood, and since my return home.  I appreciated it all very much!
From Arnie and Debbie Wells
We want to thank everyone for the well-wisher cards, cards received by mail, and all the prayers during my hospital stay and since I have been home.  A special thanks to Pastor Bill for his support and visits while I was in the hospital.  Also, a special thanks to the Prayer Circle for the numerous cards and prayers.
From Sauk Prairie Fellowship Thanksgiving Dinner Committee
Thank you so much for your contribution to the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  The pies were wonderful!
From Lloyd Oler
I would like to take an opportunity to thank the members of First UCC for your cards and prayers.  I greatly appreciate your encourage-ment and support as I undergo my treatments at the VA Hospital in Madison.  

From Florence and Ken Powers
Ken and I would like to thank all the wonderful people who have given us respite care.  Ken has really looked forward to the visits, and I have enjoyed having some free time.  It is a thoughtful idea and very much appreciated. Thank you!

From Diane Matzke
My family and I would like to express our deep appreciation for the thoughts, prayers, cards, and memorials given at the time of my dad’s passing.  May God be with you as you remember your loved ones in Heaven.  Those who go before us are angels looking over us.

Salvation Army Christmas Kettles

The Salvation Army helps the less fortunate in so many ways: with fuel and electric bills, with healthcare supplements, with food and shelter, and with disaster relief.  

Our thanks to those from First UCC and the Sauk-Prairie community who helped in this year’s kettle drive.  $3,196.58 was collected.  Thank you!

2007 “Youth Quake”

Aluminum Pop Can Fundraiser
“Youth Quake” 2007 is just a little over a month away.  As a fundraiser to help defray the cost of this wonderful event, we are collecting aluminum pop cans.  Bring your recycled aluminum pop cans to the church basement or drop them off at Denny’s Can Crushin, located in the Sauk City Industrial Center.  The church has an account there.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

      JANUARY SCOOP

January
10
   Consistory: 6:30 p.m.
13
Christian Craft Clutch: 1:00-4:00 p.m.

14
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

20
First UCC Helping at Food Pantry: 9:00-11:30 a.m.
21
“Pulpit Exchange” Sunday

Sunday School Choir sings at 10:30 service
28
“New Members” Sunday
 
Sunday School Bowling: 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Sunday worship:   8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) & 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:     9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult




 9:15-10:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School

Go Now In Peace
Go now in peace, never be afraid;
God will go with you, each hour of every day.

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true;
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe;
Reach out to others so all the world can see.

God will be there watching from above;
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

Memorials Report

          Radio Ministry


Memorials were received in November
in loving memory of:
                           Art Seitz
Memorials were received in 2006 from

friends and family in loving memory of Helen Stewart.  Several radio broadcasts will be sponsored in Helen’s name this year.
We thank the December sponsors of our 

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship radio broadcasts:

The Barth Family


Paul Schulz


Bev and Herb Feierabend


Emily and Bill Fuchs
    VaLera & Alton Accola
In our church family
Anniversaries
Verla and Ellis Buroker, 62 years on Jan. 1

Sandy & Gary Schlender, 40 years on January 22
Attention ushers, communion servers, and new members
If you want to be added or deleted from the 2006 schedules, please contact the church office by January 15.  Thank you!
Ushers

8:00              January         10:30                              8:00              February            10:30___
Charmaine & Charles
Mildred Steckelberg
Donna Seitz
Sue, Jamie, & Phil

Carter
Bill Steckelberg
Brenda & Steve Ott
    Barth
Gary Dickerson
Donna Kaufman

  


Terry Steuber
Walt Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer
Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(signup sheet is on table in narthex)

I’m Drawing God
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing.  She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s work.  As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the girl was drawing.  
The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”  The teacher paused and said, 
“But, no one knows what God looks like.”  Without missing a beat, 
or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.”

Sunday School News 

            from Margaret McFarlane

Classes will resume on January 7 at
9:10 a.m.  We will celebrate January birthdays.


We ended up collecting $131 for UNICEF.


Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows that we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 4th, 5th, & 6th grade students and adults who helped paint them.  They looked wonderful!

Wow!  We had a total of 72 carolers on December 3!  Thanks to all the students, parents, and staff who helped brighten the holidays for those at Maplewood Village and The Pines.


Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table.  We delivered 361 pounds of food to the Food Pantry.  Special thanks to the Confirmation students & leaders and Pastor Bill who helped with the delivery!

The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the 
staff, parents, and Pastor Bill for helping make the program a reality.


The Sunday School choir will sing on January 21 at the 10:30 service.

We are planning a bowling party on Sunday, January 28, from 1-2 p.m. at the Riviera Bowl.  The price is $3.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


A personal thank-you for my gifts from the Sunday School.  The cards, balloons, and presents were so special!  Your kind words will always be treasured!
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, and a great big

THANK YOU to:

Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was, again, a great success!  The toys and teen items were made available to 60 adults.  Many thanks for all the wonderful donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As always, the monetary donations were appreciated and were used to buy batteries and items for teens.  My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired items, or helped during the distribution:


Pastor Bill
Dana & Savana Gee
Millie Larsen


Sandy Schlender
Shirley Mitchell
Sherry Pieper


Sue Lloyd
Sharal Steuber
Carol Hehenberger


Lucinda Gruber
Cindy Baker
Rita Larsen

Amanda McFarlane
Jackie Sliter
Rick Peters
Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for Sauk Prairie children!

Margaret McFarlane,
H.E.L.P. Coordinator

Those who made it Christmas
Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, First Choir and Men of A-Chord, Laura Maenche, all guest musicians and vocalists; Lois Pieper, Dianna Woerpel, Rod and Carol Hehenberger, Sherry Pieper, Linda Lange, Ed and Rita Larson, Cecy Haines, Debbie Tschudy, Jody Kapp, and all who helped with decorations; Margaret McFarlane for planning and directing the Sunday School program and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P. project; ushers and communion servers; Advent candle lighters; and last but not least, Chris, our custodian.  Your time, talents, and efforts during this season are GREATLY APPRECIATED!
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Each Week:





Tuesday


Bible Study ~ 1:00 p.m.





Wednesdays


Men of A Chord: 6:15 p.m.


Confirmation: 6:30 p.m.


First Choir: 7:00 p.m.





Thursdays


Prayer & Study Group: 9:15 a.m.








Annual Meeting Preview





As stipulated by our Constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February -- this year the 4th --for an Annual Meeting.  Business to be conducted includes a review of 2006, plans for our future, adoption of the 2007 budget, and election of Consistory and Pastor-Parish members.  The February 4th meeting will begin immediately following our 9 a.m. worship service.  Our 8 a.m. WRPQ-740AM radio broadcast will be pre-recorded.











