December 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


It’s hard to believe but Christmas will soon be here.  We at First United Church of Christ in Sauk City are already planning for some of our traditions: (1) Decorating the Church sanctuary and Education Building windows; (2) Advent Worship Services; (3) Sunday school Christmas caroling on December 3rd; (4) Music Sunday December 10th; (5) H.E.L.P. toy give-away on December 16th; (6) Sunday school Christmas program on December 17th; (7) The Christmas Eve candlelight service with Holy Communion; and (8) those precious family gatherings around the Christmas holidays.


Christmas is a whole season, not just a day.  Ever since the Middle Ages, the weeks preceding Christmas have been called “Advent”.  The word means “coming” and refers to a period of preparation for the birth of Jesus.  In the tradition of the church it is a time of penitence and of spiritual searching, so that if the Christ child should show at the door of our hearts, we could be ready to welcome Him.  


What an impact Christians have made down through the ages transforming pagan customs and traditions into meaningful symbols of our faith.  Our beautiful ethnic and cultural diversity has blended so much into our American Christmas.  Our individual families have incorporated traditions down through the years to mix into this festival season of love, kindness and acceptance of all God’s people.  We are all richer and more understanding because of God who ultimately started it all but focused coming into this world in the form of a baby, the baby whose parents, Joseph and Mary, cradled Him in Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago.


Every Christmas tradition brings with it many beautiful stories evolving out of faith experiences and how God through Jesus led the people of faith.  Advent, Christmas day, candles, the tree, poinsettias, the manger scene, holly, mistletoe, Angels, Shepherds, the baby Jesus and many others are all part of our beautiful Christmas traditions, reminders to bring peace on earth and good will to all God’s people.

What a great time of the year!  I look forward to celebrating the season of Advent with you and I eagerly await learning more about your Christmas traditions.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
Margaret & Jamie Wittwer want to share this beautiful poem with all of you, in loving memory of their beloved husband and father, Clifford; and to each of you, in memory of the loved one(s) you are thinking about this holiday season.

“I’m Spending Christmas With Jesus Christ This Year”

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,

With tiny lights, like heaven’s stars, reflecting on the snow.

The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away that tear;

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear.

But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up here.

For I have no words to tell you , the joy their voices bring;

For it is beyond description to hear as angels sing.

I know how much you miss me, I see the pain inside your heart.

For I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

I can’t tell you of the splendor or the peace here in this place.

Can you just imagine Christmas? With our Savior, face to face?

I’ll ask Him to light your spirit as I tell Him of your love,

So then pray one for another as you lift your eyes above.

So please let your hearts be joyful and let your spirit sing;

For I’m spending Christmas in heaven,

And I’m walking with the King!

Author Unknown
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Women’s Guild Christmas Party

This year’s Women’s Guild Christmas program will be Thursday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m., and women are encouraged to bring their spouse!  We will begin with a potluck, and then we will have a sing-along with Larry Johnson.  We hope you will join us for an evening of joyful fellowship and heart-warming music!  If you have any questions, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or Rita Larsen at 544-5800.

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

Our next “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday will be December 10.  There will be a table near the entry of the church for donations that can be purchased.  If you have already begun your Christmas baking, perhaps you could share a plate of your Christmas goodies as your donation.  A list of suggested prices will be posted, and there will be a coffee can for the collection of donated money.  All money collected will go toward the Music in Ministry Organ Fund.  November’s collection was: $243.74.  (  Thank you!
Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed

The sign-up schedule for Bell Ringing at Ace Hardware is in the back of church.  The dates are: Friday, December 2; Saturday, Decem-ber 3; Friday, December 9; and Saturday, December 10.  This is an important mission for our community, and all who help are deeply appreciated!

Christmas Poinsettias

We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and greenery in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the January SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.
Habitat for Humanity Cookie Sale

The annual Cookie Walk (it’s called that because you walk around the tables selecting the cookies you want) is Saturday, December 9.  It will be held at St. Al’s gym from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  This is your chance to support this housing ministry.
Needed: bakers and workers to help on the 9.  Cookies may be dropped off at Davis Duehr Dean Eye Office on Friday, December 8, and at the gym on Saturday morning.  If you can work at the sale, please call Nancy Schoepp at 592-4343.

This is a great way to get a variety of Christmas cookies without having to bake a lot of different kinds!

December Craft Clutch

Due to the busyness of the holidays, the next Craft Clutch will be in January.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER Scoop

December
3 Caroling during Sunday School hour

4 Sunday School Teachers’ Staff meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.

7    Women’s Guild Christmas Program ~ 6:30 p.m.

10
Christmas Music Festival ~ both services


“Pastry, Pantry, & Produce” Sunday

16
H.E.L.P. Distribution ~ 8:00-9:30 a.m.

17
Sunday School Christmas Program ~ 10:30 service


Junior & Senior Youth Fellowship Christmas Party ~

6:00-7:30 p.m.
21
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.

24
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service ~ 7:00 p.m.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (children’s 




        church after children’s sermon)

Sunday School:    9:10-10:10 a.m.   Ages 3 years to adult

                               9:15-10:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School
October Memorials

Memorials were received in loving memory of:
Alberta Meier
              Arthur Seitz
Radio Broadcasts
We thank the November sponsors of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship service broadcasts:

Lorraine & Harland Hartmann

VaLera Accola

Joni & Jim Schwenn & Kim & Rick Peters & Family

Lorene & Bob Cushing
In our church family

                        Anniversaries
Florence and Don Hosig, 30 years on December 2

Lori & Gary Dickerson, 20 years on December 6

Bev and Herb Feierabend, 53 years on December 19
Lorene and Ervin Sprecher, 69 years on December 20

Ushers

8:00              December         10:30                    8:00              January             10:30______

Gloria Ramsey
Cliff Pieper
Charmaine & Charles
Milly Steckelberg

Tina Wilkenson
Todd Pieper
   Carter

Bill Steckelberg
Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed
Gary Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer
    Pierick
   Larsen 
Walter Dickerson
Donna Kaufman

Pastor Bill Kapp       Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon;
                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249
                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                         Hours:  Monday through Friday:  8:00 a.m.–Noon
                                   Phone Number: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
                                   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Thank-You’s
From Walter Wendt and Family
We are grateful to Pastor Bill and everyone at First Church who so kindly remembered me with the bountiful well-wisher card and other special ways at the time of my recent hospital stay and since returning home.  This all helped me to get out and going, again.  The Lord has been good to me!  Your God-given support and goodness was truly appreciated and will go on and on.  Many thanks to each and all!  With God’s blessings!

From Donna Seitz
The family of Art Seitz would like to thank everyone for their cards, food, flowers, home and hospital visits, and prayers during Art’s illness and after his death.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill.  Everyone’s thoughtfulness was so appreciated and will always be remembered!

From Ken & Robin Meier & Family; Harlan (Skip) & Geri Hall & family; and Doris Steuber

The family of Alberta Meier would like to thank the congregation for all their support in the past year.  During Alberta’s illness so many people called, stopped to chat, sent cards, provided rides, and just kept her in your prayers.  Alberta always noticed the little things people did to brighten her day, and she appreciated them.  This has been a difficult year, but the continued support of Pastor Bill and the congregation has meant so much to all of us.  We find comfort in the fact that her pain has ended, and she is at peace.

From Dr. Bill Wenzel

I want to thank everyone who remembered me with their thoughts and prayers, cards, visits, and good wishes during my recent stay in the hospital and since my return home.  Your thoughtfulness was much appreciated!

With God’s Blessings, Doris Steuber & Kleo & Ted Harris

We appreciated the use of the church basement Thanksgiving Day for the wedding reception of Scott and Joanne Harris, Kleo and Ted’s son and daughter-in-law.  It worked out well using the stove, refrigerator, and extra space.  We were grateful for the nice weather.  Thank you so much! 
From Rita Larsen, President, Women’s Guild
I would like to thank Millie Steckelberg, Liz Bongard, Lois Pieper, Sandy Miskowiak, Kathy & Sheila Johnson, and Dorothy & Evonne Kundert for helping with the cleaning on November 4.  With everyone’s help, the extra cleaning projects got done, and the church shines a little brighter.
From Krystal Carlson 
First off, thank you so much for all the love and support you have given me.  I couldn’t have done this without you and that would be a real bummer because I am having the greatest time!  I’ve gotten to do some traveling.  I have visited cities such as Luzern, Bern, and my favorite, Scuol!  But, I cannot always be on the move.  Of course, I attend school 5 days a week, just like in America.  I really enjoy school, and I have made friends in my class but, naturally, it is the hardest thing I have ever done!  When you don’t understand the language, it leaves a lot of emptiness.  But, that is starting to go away because I am really picking up on the German.  It is really cool to be able to speak in another language and truly express yourself.  As you can tell, I am having a wonderful time, and I still have so much to do.  In December, I am going to the Matter-horn for a weekend and, of course, I have plenty of ski plans!!  I am really doing exactly what I wanted, and I thank you for that!  I miss you all and think about you daily!  You are all in my thoughts and prayers!
Shalom, Rev Herb & Bev Feierabend
Dear Friends, Weather changed here from 90 yesterday to 70 today and will be in the low 50’s when we leave to build the first house tomorrow.  We’ll have to work fast to keep warm.  Herb hauled the lumber over yesterday with no problem.  We have been busy cleaning up and getting rid of a lot of stuff and finding “interesting” things we forgot we had.  “Hi” to everyone!  We are looking forward to your visit in January!

With Appreciation To
( Everyone who baked pies for the community Thanksgiving dinner and to Pastor Bill, Jody, Jacob, & Ben and Tom, Margaret, and Amanda McFarlane for delivering them to the high school.
( Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for Advent.  Thanks to the students and adults who helped paint them on November 26.
( Lois Pieper, Dianna Woerpel, Rod & Carol Hehenberger, Sherry Pieper, Linda Lange, Rita & Ed Larson, Jody Kapp, Debbie Tschudy, and Cecy Haines for decorating the church to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
( Herman Tschudy for mowing the leaves in the park and to Mark Pierick, Tammy Young, Pastor Bill, Dude Young, Kyle Carlson, Elly Doty-Foreyt, Sarah Smith, Eavin Revak, and Jacob & Ben Kapp for their great job of raking the leaves in the park and around the church.
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                       the UCC at 50 years

Dear Friends of First UCC:
The United Church of Christ marks its 50th anniversary in 2007.  General Synod will highlight our year-long celebration, as thousands of UCC members and friends descend upon Hartford, Connecticut, from June 22-26 to work and worship, pray and play, all to the glory of God who has so richly blessed our church.
We hope you plan to join us!

There will be preachers to inspire us, music that will touch our hearts, presentations to engage our intellect, workshops, drama, dance, history lessons, and family fun.  We are inviting you to bring four or more members from your church so that, together, we might experience the fullness of the United Church of Christ.

God Bless,

Edith A. Guffey, Associate General Minister
Consistory Report: Meeting of October 19, 2006

Pastor's report: *Several members interested in mission projects in Texas and Mississippi.  *Jr. and Sr. Youth fellowship continue meeting.  *Jr. High Retreat: February 9-11 at Chula Vista in WI Dells.  *German friends coming next year, meeting in Connecticut and coming here for one week.

*Thanksgiving ecumenical service will be held on Thanksgiving Eve at St. Al's church.
*Advent starts December 3.

Sunday School report: *Bibles to be given to second graders on November 5.  
*Teachers commissioned on October 15.

*Confirmation retreat at Green Lake on October 27 and 28.
Building and Maintenance: *Recent insurance inspection: (1) flammable materials in park shelter need to be removed, and (2) fire extinguishers need yearly recharging.  
*Crack in foundation of Education Bldg discovered.  *Sidewalk at back entrance of Education Bldg needs repair.  *Continuing problem with water drainage.

Pastor/Parish Committee: No meeting.

Members in Ministry: *Making visits.  
*Assisting Powers’ family with respite.  
*Making welcome gifts of "rainbow bean soup" jars.

Mission trips:  Several members interested in trips to Texas and Mississippi.

Program Committee:  Next meeting to plan for Advent on November 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Finance Committee:  Working on budget for 2007.  Items to be considered: re-roofing part of building and remodeling of fellowship area.
Unfinished Business: *Looking into Church picture directory.  Last one done 5 years ago.  *Checking into arborist for trimming trees in Church park.
New Business: *Looking into getting infant changing tables for bathrooms.  
*Acknowledged Pastor Bill's first year anniversary with appreciation for his contributions to our church and fellowship.  Will be reviewing his salary and benefits.

Dianna Woerpel, Secretary.

Consistory Report:  Meeting of November 16, 2006

*Accepted resignation from Georgia Selden from Consistory and appointed Carol Hehenberger to fill out remainder of this year.  *Next New Member Sunday will be January 21st.  *General Synod meeting is in Connecticut in June 2007.  Hoping several youth will be able to go to meet with friends met in Germany last June.  German visitors will then spend one week here in Sauk Prairie.  *New tables and chairs have arrived for upper level Sunday School room. Members in Ministry:  *Doing visitations.  *Also helping Powers' family every other Tuesday for two hours.  *More volunteers welcome.  Sharal Steuber and group continuing visitations for shut-ins and nursing home members.  
Consistory Report:  Meeting of November 16, 2006 (continued)
Program Committee:  *Planning Advent Candlelighting, and decorating of church for Christmas will be done on Sunday afternoon, November 26.  Unfinished business: *Church picture directory is now five years old.  Plans to have new one made this Spring.  *Some trees in Park need trimming for safety reasons.  Arborist to give recommendations.  Member help will be needed in the clean-up.  *Youth will be providing an evening meal in January or February at the UW Madison Campus Ministry site.  *Pastor Denise will be moving from the parsonage the end of December.  Parsonage will be evaluated and decision made later regarding renting it.  If rented, income will be taxable.  New Business:  *Pastor's office needs window in door for times when private, one-person counseling is being done.  *Safe Sanctuary policy needs to be developed to allow checking of all staff and chaperones for protection of children.  Finance Committee:  *Budget discussion with Robin Meier going over current finances.  *Income from investments up this year.  *Financial picture has improved from one year ago.  * Budget will be finalized in late December.

Dianna Woerpel, Secretary.

Members in Ministry
Do you like to meet people?  Is conversation with another person an enjoyable activity?  Are you a person with compassion?  Do you have one hour each month for service in the church?  

We need YOU!!!
Members-in-Ministry (M&M’s) invites you to become part of the Care Visit Team (CVT).  CVT members visit those in our congregation who are unable to get out and about, those who are residents in care facilities, and those recovering from hospitalizations.  This is a rewarding ministry that is vital to our fellowship.  Unfortunately, the list of people to be visited is growing, and the list of CVT members is shrinking.  Visits take place anytime during the month, weekday, or weekend.  This is an opportunity for those who work outside the home and those who work in the home.  If you can help us, please call Sharal Steuber at 643-3943 or Carol Hehenberger at 

643-4946.

Change of Address for Our Friends Rev. Robert & Gladys Rieke, Sr.

Rev. Robert Rieke, Sr.

Stafholt-Good Samaritan Home

456 C Street

Blaine WA 98230

&

Gladys Rieke

570 E. Street

Apartment A

Blaine WA 98230

Sunday School News 

     by Margaret McFarlane

Thanks to all who sang on November 19. 


We raised $120 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project!

Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.


We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 3, during the Sunday 

School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  Meet in the hall on the 2nd floor.


The Sunday School choir will sing on December 10 & 17 at the 10:30 service.

The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through December 17.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.


We will have program practice on Saturday, December 9 & 16, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice. 

White Gift Sunday will be December 10.
Students are asked to bring a gift (new or
gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue
for our H.E.L.P. project.  They can bring the gift to the 10:30 service or Sunday School.
The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 17, at the 10:30 service.
· There will be no Sunday School on 

December 24 or December 31.  Classes resume on January 7.
H.E.L.P. this Holiday Season
The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through December 13.  Donated items may be placed in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  Monetary 

donations are, also, welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please
consider helping with this all-church project 

on one or more of the following days:

Wednesday, December 6  6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 8
10:00 - Noon

Tuesday, December 12
10:00 - Noon

Thursday, December 14
 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 15
10:00 – Noon

We work in the sanctuary basement at the

listed times.  Questions?  Call Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327.
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Each week:


Tuesdays


Bible Study – 1:00 p.m.


Wednesdays


Men of A Chord – 6:15 p.m.


Confirmation –6:30 p.m.


First Choir – 7:00 p.m.


Thursdays


          Prayer & Study Group


                     9:15 a.m.














