November 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

How did God create the world?  Good or bad?  How do you view life?  Is the cup half full or half empty?  Did God create all things good?  As we learn from the book of Genesis, God was “pleased” about everything that God had created.  God said it was “good.”  So where does all the bad come from?  Did God make the bad too?


One of my favorite sayings is God doesn’t make junk!  Sin entered early into the nature of human beings.  God did not create us as robots or as puppets.  God created us with a free will.  We can make decisions regarding our actions and our futures, but sometimes these decisions go against God’s plan for our lives (i.e. Adam and Eve).


When we sin, we separate ourselves from the love of God.  As we live in that separated state, our danger is to drop into a life pattern of everything being bad, and the cup being half empty.  In that negative state, we tend to criticize others and even jump at the opportunity of defining everyone else’s sins.  Naturally, that makes us feel good and better than others.

This can be dangerous!  In essence, we become judge, jury, and executioner.  Isn’t that the “original” sin of trying to take the power that belongs only to God?  God’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness give us the chance to turn that negative judgmental approach to life and to others around.  Judgment and condemnation belong only to God.


We are in the last week of October.  The season of Thanksgiving is soon approaching.  What a perfect time to give thanks that our cups are half full instead of half empty.  We can be thankful that God created all things good and has blessed us in many wonderful ways.  May we give thanks that God has created every person on the face of this earth and God created them good.


When we look at another person through the eyes of the glass being half empty, we see only their weak points and miss all of the wonderful qualities God has given them.  However, as Christians with half full glasses, we come to know more about the diverse qualities of people in our society.  When we do, we will see each person more fairly and as Christ would see them, love them, and accept them.

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people…for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.”  Jeremiah 31:33-34

Blessings, Pastor Bill

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship
Our Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at St. Aloysius on Wednesday, November 22, at 7:30 p.m. There will be an ecumenical choir.  You are asked to bring food for the food pantry to the service.  Join our community in giving thanks to God for his many blessings!

Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner
You are cordially invited to the Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner at the Sauk Prairie High School on Thanksgiving Day.   Turkey with all the trimmings will be served at Noon.  This includes carry-out meals for people who cannot come to the school or just prefer to eat at home.  Nearly all of the food is donated by local businesses or by individuals and is all prepared at the high school by volunteers.  The dinner is open to anyone, so if you would like a great meal with wonderful fellowship, come join us!

If you would like to volunteer to help prepare, serve, or deliver meals, please contact Richard Brager at 643-4240.

Pies Needed
First UCC has been asked to provide pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. Please use disposable pans and bake a pie (or two) that doesn’t need to be refrigerated.  The pie sign-up sheet is at the back of church.  Please bring your pies to church the evening of the 22nd or by 9:00 a.m. on the 23rd.  There’ll be a table for the pies in the Education Building entryway.

Our Turn for Mobile Meals

Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of November 20 and November 27.  Two people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., please sign up at the back of church.

Share Your Bounty
Our Sunday School is, again, sponsoring the Harvest Home Table from November 5-26. You can bring non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and toiletries to place on the table in the narthex.  All items will be donated to our local Food Pantry.  (Baking items and mixes, baby food, formula, bar soap, laundry & dish detergent, cleaning products, diapers, and personal care items are especially appreciated.)  The Pantry likes to use their financial resources to purchase protein foods, which are essential for good nutrition but difficult and expensive to donate.
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November
Harvest Home Table: November 5th-26th

    3
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 6:30 p.m. (note change of day/time)
   4
Women’s Guild Annual Cleaning Day ~ 9:00 a.m.

Hilltop Gospel Singers Perform @ 5:00 p.m. Worship Service

 12
“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday

 13
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing ~ 10:00-Noon
 16
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
 19
Sunday School choir sings @ 10:30 service

 22
Thanksgiving Service ~ 7:30 p.m. at St. Al’s

23
“Happy Thanksgiving Day!”
Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Noon @ Sauk-Prairie High School
26
4th, 5th, & 6th graders paint Church windows for Christmas ~ 1:00 p.m.
27
H.E.L.P. Toy Washing – 10:00-Noon

30
H.E.L.P Toy Washing – 10:00-Noon
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m. (through November)

Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

 Sunday School:

 9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult





 9:15 a.m. Adult Sunday School
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

Memorials were received in September 
We thank the October sponsors of

in loving memory of:
our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:
                    Alberta Meier
                  Herman Zech

Dorothy & Duane Kundert





Doris Steuber





Jan & Cliff Lawton


Georgia & Frank Selden





Debbie & Herman Tschudy
In our church family

Anniversaries

Lorraine and Harland Hartmann, 52 years on Nov. 6
Ardis and John Trueb, 60 years on Nov. 27
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in November!
Please let us know if we missed your birthday on the birthday calendar!
Ushers

8:00              November         10:30                    8:00              December             10:30______

Linda & Dick
Tom Litscher
Tina Wilkenson
Cliff Pieper
   Lange
Nina & Mike
Gloria Ramsey
Todd Pieper

Cindy & Dick
  Boss
Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed Larsen

   Epley


   Pierick 

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Sunday School News 

                          by Margaret McFarlane

[image: image1.wmf]  Our fall event was held Sunday, October 15.  Sixty people enjoyed the fun at Green Thumb Farms!
[image: image2.wmf]  The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on November 19.
[image: image3.wmf]  UNICEF boxes were sent home for those who would like to collect for this worthy cause.  Money is due back November 12.

[image: image4.wmf]  On Sunday, November 5, at the 10:30 service, we will be presenting Bibles to the second grade students.  (Also to new students in grades 3-6 who haven’t received one.)

[image: image5.wmf]  Our HARVEST HOME TABLE will be set up November 5-26 at the back of church to collect food for the Food Pantry.  Students can bring non-perishable food, cleaning, and personal care items to class or they can put it on the table.

[image: image6.wmf]  4th, 5th, & 6th graders are invited to paint the windows for Christmas on November 26 at 1:00 p.m.

[image: image7.wmf]  The Sunday School hour will be extended until 10:20 on November 26, December 3, 10, and 17.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.

[image: image8.wmf]  The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 17, at the 10:30 service.
[image: image9.wmf]  We will have program practice on Saturday, December 9 and 16, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the program need to be present for both practices.  Please call me if this is a problem.  Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will be dismissed after they practice.
You can Help Excite Little People!

The red sleigh is out in the Education Building entryway, and it is again time to think of our holiday toy collection.  From now until mid-December, we’ll be collecting good, used toys and items for teens to distribute to less fortunate children in our community.

You can participate by:

Spreading the word that we’re collecting 
        toys.

    Bringing toys to put in the sleigh.

    Making monetary donations if you don’t

        have any toys to “recycle.”
    Volunteering to be an “elf.”  Elves wash

        and organize the toys.  Our first toy 
        washing sessions will be Monday, 
        November 13, from 10:00-Noon; Monday, 
        November 27, from 10:00-Noon; and 
        Thursday, November 30, from 10:00-Noon.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327. 
[image: image10.wmf]
Christian Craft Clutch

We are going to try and make an evening of it!  Mark your calendars for Friday, November 3!  We will meet in the basement of the Education Building starting at 6:30 p.m.  If people are interested, we will order in pizza.  There will be drawings for prizes, and a special yoga break to work out those crafting kinks.  Catch up on an old craft or start a new one.  Work on that Christmas project that you just can’t get done at home.

Ask a friend, ask a neighbor, or ask someone you want to know better.  We welcome all to come join us on Friday, November 3.

See you then!
Women’s Guild Annual Cleaning Day at Church

All are invited to help with our fall cleaning day on Saturday, November 4.  We’ll begin cleaning at 9:00 a.m., share a potluck luncheon, and continue cleaning in the afternoon.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of church.  We are still looking for someone to chair this activity.  If you have any project to add to the cleaning list, please call the church office.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Rita Larsen @ 544-

5800 or Debbie Tschudy @ 

643-8697.  Thank you!

Hilltop Gospel Singers

The Hilltop Gospel Singers will present a musical program with Nita Enge, leader and accompanist, at our 5 o’clock Saturday evening worship service on November 4.
This group has members from eight communities around the Sauk Prairie area and represents several different churches.  

The group sings Southern Style Gospel and feels so blessed to be able to sing praises to the Lord.
Come and enjoy a wonderful evening of praising God!

“Pastry, Pantry, and Produce” Sunday
On Sunday, November 12, there will be a table near the entry of the church for donations of baked goods, jams, jellies, pickles, or homegrown produce items that can be purchased.  A list of suggested prices will be posted, and there will be a coffee can for the collection of donated money.  All money collected will go toward the Music in Ministry Organ Fund.  We hope everyone will participate by donating or buying goodies!  $201.75 was collected in October.  
HOLIDAY MUSIC FESTIVAL
Sunday, December 10, marks our annual Music 

Festival at First Church.  Any and all are 
encouraged to share their musical talents

for either or both the services.  Please contact 
Dennis Kahn, our Music Director, if you would 
like to help us celebrate the Season

with music.  Dennis’ home phone number is 
370-6000 and his work phone number is 

643-5539.

Thank You’s
From Nicole Peters

Thank you so much for the support you have shown me by blessing me with a scholarship.  I’m very lucky to have this opportunity.  I’m working hard at UW-Whitewater to get into Whitewater’s business program and get my marketing degree.  Thanks, again!

From Debra Laufenberg and Family

The family of Helen Stewart would like to thank Pastor Bill and members of our congregation for all the visits and cards to Helen over the years at Maplewood and during times of her illness.  Each expression of fellowship was heartwarming to her and our family.  She is at peace.  Thanks be to God!
From Waunita Fradette

Thank you to the many friends who remembered me with cards and calls on my 91st birthday, and to my family who helped me celebrate the day!

From Pastor Herb Feierabend
Thanks to all who so kindly remembered me with prayers, cards, and kind words after my recent surgery.  I have fully recovered and leave October 24th for Texas.

From Pastor Herb & Bev Feierabend

Many thanks to all the Vacation Bible School children for the backpacks and school supplies, which we will distribute among needy children in Mexico.

From Jody Kapp
Dear Church Family: Thank you for all your cards, phone calls, and best wishes on my birthday.  I had a wonderful day and am so happy to celebrate my 1st year in Sauk Prairie with you. XOXO
Attention:  5th thru 8th Graders
2007 “Youth Quake”

Build Faith & Christian Community!
February 9-11, 2007
Chula Vista Resort, Wi Dells

The featured speaker for this memory-making weekend event will be Dan Scharnhorst.  With an emphasis on Christ’s forgiveness, acceptance, grace, and compassion, Dan will proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ through stories and humor.  The two scheduled bands for this event are Captive Free and Echelon (who Pastor Bill had the privilege of seeing 7 years ago at a youth retreat ~ “they are awesome!”)  Use of the hotel’s indoor water park is also included.
Last year, over 800 youth were in attendance.

The registration fee for this event is $135.00; however, the church will be picking up half the tab through fundraising.

The registration deadline is: November 5th.  All that is due right now is a $25 registration fee.
Aluminum Pop Can Fundraiser for 2007 “Youth Quake”
Bring in your recycled aluminum pop cans and help defray the cost for the 2007 “Youth Quake!”  We have an account with Denny’s Can Crushin’ so you can either drop the cans off at Denny’s and tell him to add it to the church’s account or you can drop them off in the church basement.  Denny’s Can Crushin’ is located in the Sauk City Industrial Center.
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 “New Members” Sunday

The following new members were welcomed into our church family on October 22nd:

Theresa and Scott Grimes

533 Sycamore Street
Sauk City WI 53583
Ann & Jared Reuter

28315 Clary Lane

Richland Center WI 53581

Adult Sunday School

Pastor Bill is leading an adult class on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:00 a.m.  We are using the Bible-in-life series.  Each lesson offers a comprehensive Bible study and thought-provoking questions.  What a nice way to supplement your worship experience!
Tuesday Bible Study 

Come join us on Tuesdays to study the Bible, support each other on journeys of faith and understanding, and have wonderful fellowship!  We meet from 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Currently, the group is studying: “A letter for today ROMANS."  Please come and join us!

Saturday Worship Services
Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services will continue through the month of November.  
How much did the Great Pumpkin weigh?

The Great Pumpkin weighed 115½ pounds.  The winners of the Great Pumpkin contest were:

Miriah Breunig (guessed: 115 lbs.)
&

Laura Maenche (guessed: 118¼ lbs.)
Congratulations, Miriah and Laura; and, again, thank you to Jim Schwenn for sharing his awesome pumpkin with us!

Do You Need A Ride?

Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips such as:  worship services, hospital and Maplewood visits, doctor and dentist appointments, banking, and other errands.
Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

The Lord Is My Shepherd
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible: Psalm 23.  She gave the youngsters a month to learn the verse.  Little Richie was excited about the task, but he just couldn’t remember the Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past the first line.  On the day the kids were scheduled to recite the Psalm in front of the congregation, Richie was so nervous.  When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, “The Lord is my Shepherd, and that is all I need to know.”  [image: image12.wmf]
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Every Week





Bible Study


1:00 p.m. Tuesdays





Confirmation


6:30 p.m. Wednesdays





First Choir


7 p.m. Wednesdays





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. Thursdays








