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           First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,
Mission and outreach are vital for any church.  The focus of our ministry ought to be directed outward (toward the world) rather than inward (for ourselves).
Jesus had a great concern for people living on the margins of society.  His ministry was directed at feeding the hungry, giving a drink to the thirsty, welcoming the stranger, giving clothing to the naked, taking care of the sick, and visiting those who were in prison.
There are many ways in which our congregation has participated in mission and outreach throughout the years.  You have generously supported Our Churches Wider Mission offering (OCWM), participated in local outreach programs such as the Sauk Prairie Food Pantry and Habitat for Humanity, and many within our congregation have reached out in wonderful and unique ways by donating their time, talents, and energies for worthy causes.
We will continue this outward focus when we celebrate Mission Sunday on October 1st.  On that day, we will learn about two mission opportunities that have been made possible in the life of our church:  The ministry of Mabel’s Building Mission in Nuevo Progresso, Mexico and Hurricane Katrina relief in Biloxi, Mississippi.  On that day, we will hear from Bev Feierabend and Kelli Straight about their work and how we can become more involved.
There are multiple benefits of mission work.  Not only do our efforts help people in need, but it can give a boost to our faith lives and to the life of our church.  May we always be mindful of those living on the margins.
Blessings, Pastor Bill
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”
                                         Matthew 28:19-20
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

                 October



October

  1        Mission Sunday & World Communion Sunday
  2
  Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.

  3
  Organizational meetings re: Mission Trips ~ 6:30 p.m.

  Finance Committee ~ 7:00 p.m.

  4
  Men of A Chord resumes ~ 6:15 p.m.
  7
  Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

  8       “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce for Music” Sunday


    
15        Children’s Sunday ~ 10:30 service

  Sunday School Teachers Commissioned ~ 10:30 service
            Sunday School Trip to Green Thumb Farms ~ 1:30 p.m.
17
  First Choir (will meet this week only on Tuesday) – 7:00 p.m.
19        Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
22
  “New Members” Sunday ~ both services
26-27
  Confirmation Retreat @ Pilgrim Center
Saturday worship:

5:00 p.m.

Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
Adult Sunday School:
9:15-10:00 a.m.
Memorials Report

Radio Ministry


Memorials were received in August in loving memory 
We thank the September sponsors of 

of:
our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:


Herman Zech


Duane Soelle





Verda McFarlane










Buford Wicklund










Margaret Wittwer










Dorothy & Duane Kundert
In our church family
Anniversaries
Verna and Bill Wenzel, 62 years on Oct. 6
Janet and Kevan Clemons, 57 years on Oct. 7
Jan & Chuck Henning, 25 years on October 16

Alma and Roland Krenz, 61 years on Oct. 21
Lois and Jim Price, 57 years on Oct. 22
Donna and Art Seitz, 54 years on Oct. 29
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in October!

Ushers

8:00                October          10:30                                   8:00          November      10:30_

Barb Brock
Diane & Dick
Linda & Dick
Nina & Mike Boss
Liz Bongard
   Bensenberg
   Lange
Tom Litscher

Kleo & Ted
Theresa & Elly
Cindy & Dick
   Harris
   Doty
   Epley
                      Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
   The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.
Adult Sunday School

Pastor Bill is leading an adult class on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:00 a.m.  We are using the Bible-in-life series.  Each lesson offers a comprehensive Bible study and thought provoking questions.  What a nice way to supplement your worship experience.

Tuesday Bible Study has begun!!

Come join us on Tuesdays to study the Bible, support each other on journeys of faith and understanding, and have wonderful fellowship!  All are welcome to join this group.  We meet from 1:00-2:00 p.m.  Currently, the group is studying: “A letter for today ROMANS."  Please come and join us!

New Members Sunday
New members will be received on Sunday, October 22, at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services.  If you are interested in membership, please contact Pastor Bill or the office.
Pastor Parish Relations Committee
Members of the Pastor Parish Relations Committee are:  Daryl Matzke, Todd Pieper, Kay Roherty, and Millie Steckelberg.  

If you have any joys or concerns about the life of our church, please contact one of these members.   The committee meets three times a year.
Thank You’s

From Millie Steckelberg
Thank you to everyone who remembered my 90th birthday with cards and phone calls.  It was a beautiful day of celebration!

From Millie Steckelberg

Thank you to everyone who baked bars and cookies for the Bloodmobile in July.  A thank you, also, to the ladies who served at the Bloodmobile.
From Sarah Smith

I just wanted to thank you for helping send me to Pilgrim Center!  It gave me the opportunity to try new things and make new friends!  I can’t begin to tell you all the great things that have happened there over the years, but I will remember all the memories!  I hope more kids consider going to camp next year!  Thank you!!!!
From Verda McFarlane

Thanks to all of you at First UCC for your prayers, cards, and visits!  It was always good to see Pastor Bill and the rest of you who came to visit.  I am recovering well.  

From Alma & Roland Krenz
We would like to thank everyone who signed the get-well card and offered their prayers for Rollie.  We want to offer a special thank you to Pastor Bill for his calls and visit to our home.  God Bless You All!

Mission Sunday

October 1st
&

Saturday

September 30th
Two members of our congregation will be sharing their mission experiences with us at our Saturday evening, September 30, worship service and at both worship services on October 1.  Bev Feierabend will be talking about Mabel’s Building Mission project, and Kelli Straight will be sharing some of her experiences during her trip to Biloxi, Mississippi this summer.

First UCC has two mission trips scheduled for early 2007:

Mabel’s Building Mission

Mission, Texas

January 28-February 3, 2007

Hurricane Katrina Relief

Bethel Lutheran Church

Biloxi, Mississippi

March 23-31, 2007

“Our relationships with others are a GIFT FROM GOD and a measure of our stewardship for God.”

Organizational Meetings for Mission Trips 
There will be two organizational meetings on Tuesday, October 3, to begin planning for our upcoming Mission Trips.  Both meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Education Building.
Another World Is Possible

You are receiving the Neighbors in Need special mission offering envelope in your October Scoop.  
Neighbors in Need is the foundation of a strong, multi-issue peace with justice movement in the United Church of Christ.  The Neighbors in Need movement is made possible only with your help.  The things that will make for peace with justice are in us: our faith in God, our discipleship as followers of Jesus, our church communities of caring and committed people, and our desire for healing the breaches among us.  
God is still speaking through Neighbors in Need.  We can make another world possible!  
(Offerings may be returned through October 31.)

Worldwide Communion

We’re privileged to share Holy Communion with Christians of all denominations throughout our world on September 30 and October 1.   We remember Christ’s call to unity and his gift of one bread, one body for all.  Plan to be with us!

Saturday Worship Services 

Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services continue through the months of October

and November.   We are thankful to have Laura Maenche playing organ for us at these
Services!
Sunday School News 
                            by Margaret McFarlane
I am pleased to announce our staff for 2006-2007:

Secretary/Treasurer:  
Dawn Breunig
Choir Director:  

Marcia Nachreiner 

                             

Jody Kapp
Pre-K:
Stacy and Daniele Hasheider, Dana Gee, Amanda McFarlane, and Megan Young
K & 1st:  
Sharon Diehl, Heather Miller, Stephanie Alwin, and Jamie Barth

2nd:  
Kelli Straight, Heidi Liverseed, and Jordan Straight
3rd & 4th:
Jeanann Breininger and
Rita Larsen
5th & 6th:  Nadene Litscher and
Tom Litscher

Youth, Confirmation, and Adult Study:


Pastor Bill
( We have 69 students registered.  I am anticipating a wonderful year of Christian education.

( We welcome all returning students.  A special welcome to our new students:  Jack Bachhuber, Tanner Breunig, Ben Kapp, Grant Kirner, Jerica Kirner, Davis Kolmorgen, Tanner Leister, Jack Mabis, Linnea Nachreiner, McKenzie Reuter, Taylor Reuter, and Kaleb Revak.
( Plans are underway for our fall event.  On Sunday, October 15, at 1:30 p.m., we will meet at Green Thumb Farms on Hwy. 12.  We will enjoy a hayride out to the pumpkin field where each child can choose a small pumpkin.  Then we‘ll spend time at Pumpkin Land.  The cost is $3 per student.  Adults are free.  Sunday School will cover the balance.
( October 15 is Children’s Sunday at the 10:30 service.  There will be a children’s meditation, and the children’s choir will perform.  The Sunday School staff will, also, be commissioned.

( Our Sunday School will be participating in the Trick or Treat for UNICEF project.  Collection boxes will be going home soon and are due back November 12.
(  I have a desk in the library.  If you need to leave me a message, there is a notebook for your convenience.

Children’s Church

Nursery care is available at the 10:30 worship service during the Sunday School year.  A new friend in our midst, Kristine Revak, leads this time with a Christian approach.  She wants to bring a teaching aspect to nursery so that children learn about God’s love and the good news of Jesus Christ.

Children participating in worship are invited to come back to the nursery after the children’s sermon to make crafts with a Christian theme.

We are in need of people to lead children’s church the first Sunday of every month.  Please talk to Pastor Bill about signing up for a Sunday.  
[image: image1.wmf]
Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, October 7, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Come to talk and laugh.  You may even get a craft done.  Bring a treat to share, if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome!
Like to bake?  Don't like to bake but like to buy?
 

A "Pastry, Pantry, and Produce for Music" project has started to raise money for the organ fund.  On the second Sunday of each month, there will be a table near the entry of the church for donations of baked goods, jams, jellies, pickles, or homegrown produce items that can be purchased.  A list of suggested prices will be posted, and there will be a coffee can for the collection of donated money.  All money collected will go toward the Music in Ministry Organ Fund.
This month’s event will be on Sunday, October 8.  We hope everyone will partici-pate by donating or buying goodies.

How much does the Great Pumpkin weigh?
Jim Schwenn has generously donated one of his awesome, great pumpkins to the church.  It is adorning the entrance of the church.  To make your guess on how much the pumpkin weighs, write your name and guess on a slip of paper (one guess per person please) and place it in the plastic pumpkin.  We will take entries through October 22.  Good luck!
 “An Inconvenient Truth”

Film Showing

Sunday, October 8, at 6:30 p.m.

Concordia United Methodist Church

585 Fifth Street, Prairie du Sac

An Inconvenient Truth is a documentary film about global climate change which has been showing in theaters across the United States during the summer of 2006.  An in-depth discussion group will follow the showing of the film.

2006 Unsung Hero/Heroine Award
Last year, the Women’s Guild decided to start a new tradition to recognize various people in the church who have gone above and beyond the call of duty to help out in some way.  They are calling the recognition the “Unsung Hero/Heroine Award.”  Although it was hard to choose as there are many unsung heroes/heroines in our church, the Women’s Guild is pleased to announce the honorees for the Second Annual “Unsung Hero/ Heroine Award:”  Millie Steckelberg and Waunita Fradette.  We thank them for all they have done and continue to do for our church!

Funeral Luncheons
T.J.’s will continue to cater luncheons for funerals here at U.C.C.  Please know that desserts and salads are always welcome.  They can be put them in the refrigerator, and the caterer will find them.  
Do You Need A Ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips:  worship services, hospital and Maplewood visits, doctor and dentist appointments, banking, and other errands.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

Five Finger Prayer

1.
Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to you.  They are the easiest to remember.  To pray for our loved ones is, as C.S. Lewis once said, a “sweet duty.”

2.
The next finger is the pointing finger.  Pray for those who teach, instruct, and heal.  This includes teachers, doctors, and ministers.  They need support and wisdom in pointing others in the right direction.  Keep them in your prayers.

3.
The next finger is the tallest finger.  It reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the President, leaders in business and industry, and administrators.  These people shape our nation and guide public opinion.  They need God’s guidance.
4.
The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Surprising to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as any piano teacher will testify.  It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble, or in pain.  They need your prayers day and night.  You cannot pray too much for them.
5.
And, lastly, comes our little finger, the smallest finger of all, which is where we should place ourselves in relation to God and others.  As the Bible say, “The least shall be the greatest among you.”  Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself.  By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put into proper prospective, and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively.
This poem came from Immanuel U.C.C. in Plymouth and is being shared with us from Bev Feierabend. 
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Bible Study


1:00 p.m.


Tuesdays





Men of A Chord


6:15 p.m.


Wednesdays





Confirmation


6:30 p.m. 


Wednesdays





First Choir


7 p.m. 


Wednesdays





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. 


Thursdays








