    September 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


It seems that now, more than ever, parents have to be very careful about what kinds of influences their children come into contact with.  Parents have to make sure their children eat properly, getting well-balanced meals instead of junk food. They have to monitor what their children watch on TV and what they do on the computer.  Parents have to keep track of their child’s academic progress and who they are hanging out with on the weekends.


All of this is done in the hope of raising a well adjusted, healthy, and happy person.  Parents love their children and want the best for them.


Why then, aren’t more parents getting involved with their children’s spiritual development?  We’re protective about what kinds of influences our kids are coming into contact with.  We want them to learn the values that we have come to appreciate.  I would think that being active in the life of a church would be a no-brainer.


Regular attendance at church is vital for our children’s spiritual development.  It starts with the lessons learned in Sunday School and in Sunday morning worship.  These foundational teachings are important in developing a sense of who God is and what it means to be a child of God.  


These experiences can help to shape and form a person well into their adult years.  But it seems that many parents don’t emphasize church involvement with their children, mainly because they themselves are not that interested.  


These days we have so many choices as to how we spend our time.  Church has simply become one more choice.  We don’t emphasize going to church more often because we don’t want to disappoint our kids, who would rather stay home on Sunday mornings or do something else.

Would you not give your child much needed medicine simply because they didn’t like it?  Of course not.  The same is true with church.  It is important for their spiritual health that they get a good dose of church time.  Please make sure they get it. 

Blessings, Pastor Bill
 Dear First UCC Friends,

Thank you so much to all of you that gave donations, words of support, and/or prayers towards my trip to Biloxi.  It truly was a trip of a lifetime.  We met so many “angels on earth” we will never forget.  These people are wonderfully good Christians that gave 110% (often more) each day since the hurricane hit last year.  What a wonderful, spiritually uplifting experience we had!  We are so grateful ~ and blessed!

It has been almost one year since Hurricane Katrina hit the Mississippi Gulf coast and devastated the area (the damage goes on for forever!!).  Unbelievably, they are still in relief efforts.  There are so many old, disabled, young (and everything in between) families that are still waiting on assistance.  The churches there seem to be the most significant in keeping people afloat from one month to the next ~ whether with food, clothes, medical care, or helping cleaning out their homes.

On October 1st, I will be giving a brief review of my trip and of the areas where we all can help with the needs of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  I really hope to return as soon as possible and am working on another trip in March 2007 ~ I promised these people I would return and spread the word!  If you are interested in ways you may be of help, please feel free to contact me and/or attend my October 1st presentation.  I have all the registration materials you will need.

Needs Include:




Long-Term Help:

~  laundry





~  case managers

~  office help




~  social workers

~  cooking





~  professionals

~  clean up

~  roofing

~  medical (doctors and nurses)
~  distribution center

~  mucking out homes

~  various other duties

Thank you!!

Mission Trip

January 27—February 4, 2007

Mabel’s Building Mission

4770 N. Mayberry Road
Mission, Texas

Two of our beloved members, Rev. Herb and Bev Feierabend, spend their winter months at the Canyon Lake RV Park in Mission, Texas.  During these months, they cross over into Mexico and build houses for the poor.  

This is the ongoing work started by Mabel Clair Proudley, since deceased, of Progesso Lakes, Texas.  For thirty-five years, she and her sister, Elizabeth Davis, with the help of volunteers helped the poor with housing, food, clothing, and medical needs.

During the winter season of 2005-2006, the volunteers of Mabel’s Building Mission built 24 casitas, or 12 by 16 foot houses, at a cost of about $1000 each.  Volunteers got up early twice a week and made the 45 minute drive over into Mexico to build a house.

Our Sunday School program at First UCC has had a relationship with Mabel’s Building Mission for a number of years, collecting a Lenten offering that goes toward the building of a casita.  

We have an opportunity to extend this relationship even farther by putting our faith into action and traveling down to Mission, Texas.  A mission group from First UCC will leave for Texas on January 27 and will arrive back in Wisconsin on February 4.  With our own hands, we can become involved in building decent, basic housing for needy families in Nuevo Progresso, Mexico.  

We hope to have the opportunity to travel into Mexico on two occasions to build casitas; tour the Mabel’s free clinic in Weslaco, TX; and do a little sight-seeing.  This promises to be quite the experience.  

Participants will need a valid United States passport to cross back and forth into Mexico.
Sunday School News

     from Margaret McFarlane

(   Sunday School starts September 10.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call me or the church office by September 5 to register him/her.  This is helpful in ordering materials and for teacher preparation.  We accept children 3 years old and older into our program.  Classes run from 9:10-10:10 a.m.

(   We hope to see you at the church picnic on September 17.  The Sunday School will provide fun for the kids.

(   Our Sunday School staff is anticipating a wonderful year of Christian Education!
Sunday School

has a class

for you!
Adult Sunday School

Pastor Bill will lead an adult class on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:00 a.m., beginning Sunday, September 10.  We will be using the Bible-in-life series.  Each lesson offers a comprehensive Bible study and thought provoking questions.  What a nice way to supplement your worship experience.

Children’s Church

First UCC will have nursery care available at the 10:30 worship service during the Sunday school year.  A new friend in our midst, Kristine Revak, has offered to lead this time with a Christian approach.  She wants to bring a teaching aspect to nursery so that children learn about God’s love and the good news of Jesus Christ.
Children participating in worship are  invited to come back to the nursery after the children’s sermon to make crafts with a Christian theme.

We are in need of people to lead children’s church the first Sunday of every month.  Please talk to Pastor Bill about signing up for a Sunday.  
Confirmation

It is that time of the year to start thinking about confirmation.  All students from First UCC entering 7th and 8th grades are invited and encouraged to attend.
Our first day of confirmation will be held on Wednesday, September 13.  We will meet at the church from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  On this day, we ask that parents also be in attendance.  We will hand out books and schedules, as well as go over expectations for the year.  Each of our confirmands needs to bring along a Bible.

We would like parents to stay for the entire session on the 13th.  We will cover lesson #1, have small group time, and go through our closing program so that parents can experience what a “typical” night of confirmation will look like.
I am looking forward to a great year and hope to see you then!  Blessings, Pastor Bill

Saturday Worship Resumes
Our Saturday worship services will begin

on Saturday, September 2, at 5:00 p.m.  The services are similar to our Sunday services with singing, scripture, prayers, and a meditation.  A big thank-you to Laura Maenche, who will be the organist for these services!
After 6 Concert

Come join us for a joyful afternoon of Christian music and fellowship with After 6 on Sunday, September 24, at 3:00 p.m. at First UCC.  After 6 was formed in December 1990 as a quartet called Perfect Harmony.  Today, the group has evolved into a 6-piece band known for performing a wide variety of Christian music in their own style.  If you like country, contemporary, pop, rock, spiritual, or gospel, this is the group for you!  Keyboardist/vocalist/arranger Kristeen Litscher, a member of First UCC, and vocalists Melani Wheeler and Karen Meng are from the Sauk Prairie area; guitarist/vocalist Clint Clingerman, percussionist Trish Vandre Clingerman, violinist/vocalist Michelle Bushweiler, and sound tech Lee Bushweiler are from the Baraboo area.  After 6 released their first CD, A Christmas to Remember, in 2003.  They are currently working on a new CD of Christian music.

Greetings from Your Music Director!

              from Dennis Kahn

Greetings to ALL!

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all who contributed special music over the summer months.  While the choirs have enjoyed a few brief months off, the special music provided us another opportunity to praise God and enhance our worship services.  The following volunteers provided music and are to be thanked: Larry Johnson & Friends; Laura Maenche; The Men of A Chord; Jerry Lange; Merton Von Wald; Larry Johnson; Beth, Kati & Sami Huerth; Tekla & Tarren Nimmow; Dianna Woerpel; Evonne Kundert; Terry Grosskopf; and Tom & Kristy Litscher.  I would, also, like to thank Laura Maenche for filling in for me on Labor Day Sunday.

Now that school is starting and September is around the corner, it is time to think about First Choir and Men of A Chord.  All are welcome to get involved!  First Choir will begin with the first rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 5th.  Men of A Chord will begin on Wednesday, October 3rd.  Please try to find time in your schedules to be a part of music at First Church!
Women’s Guild
Annual Meeting

The Women’s Guild will hold their annual meeting on Thursday, September 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary basement.  All women of the congregation are invited to this meeting, which includes a short program and dessert.  (Every woman who is a member of First Church is, also, a member of our Guild.)  Please put this important meeting on your calendar and plan to be with us. 

( If you are interested in being an officer, please call Marcia Nachreiner at 643-3668.   ( If you would like to attend the meeting but need child care, please contact Marcia Nachreiner at 643-3668.  
( If you would like a ride, please contact the church office.  
September Craft Clutch

Scissors, books, and crochet hooks.  All are welcome!  This month’s Craft Clutch will be on Saturday, September 9th, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Bring a treat to share if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome!

                                       [image: image1.wmf]
Do You Need A Ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips: worship services, our church picnic, the Women’s Guild Annual meeting, hospital and Maplewood visits, doctor and dentist appointments, banking, and other errands.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

Church Picnic—A Celebration

Our church picnic will be Sunday, September 17, after the 10:30 service.  The picnic will be held in the church basement.

Menu
Grilled Pork Chops and Chicken

Potato Salad and Coleslaw
Baked Beans

Ice Cream Cones
Beverages
[image: image2.wmf]
Cost
           $ 5.00
Adults

           $ 3.00
Children ages 3-12 *
           $13.00 
Family of 4 or more
* Children under 3 years old are free

There will be fun activities for the kids.  You may register by placing the enclosed form in the offering plate, returning it to the church office, or by calling the church office.  Payment may accompany reservations or be made at the picnic.  Reservations are due by Noon on Monday, September 11.  Please bring your own tableware.  Hope to see you there!
Thinking of You

If you would like to send a “thinking of you” card to Pastor Bob’s father, who is recovering from a fall, their address is:

Pastor Robert & Gladys Rieke

909 Orchid Place #101

Bellingham WA 98226-8768

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583
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September
  2
Saturday Worship Services Begin ~ 5:00 p.m.

  3
Senior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.

  4
Have a safe, happy Labor Day!


Church office closed
  6
First Choir ~ 7:00 p.m.

  7
Women’s Guild Annual Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
  9
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.

10
2006-2007 Sunday School year begins ~ 9:10 a.m.

Adult Sunday School ~ 9:15 a.m.


Children’s Church ~ @ 10:30 service; after children’s sermon

Junior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.


1st Monthly “Pastry, Pantry, and Produce for Music” Project

12
Finance Committee ~ 6:30 p.m.

13
2006-2007 Confirmation year begins ~ 6:30 p.m.
14
Members in Ministry ~ 10:15 a.m.
17
Church Picnic ~ after 10:30 service 

Senior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.

21
Consistory ~ 6:30 p.m.
24
After 6 Concert ~ 3:00 p.m.

Pastor Bill will be on vacation this week; there will be

no Junior Youth Fellowship this evening
Saturday Worship:
5:00 p.m.  (begins September 2)
Sunday Worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 thru adult

Memorials Report 

 Radio Ministry
Memorials were received in July in loving memory of:

Margaret Harris
Dorothy Knutson
R. Paul Meyer
Judith Witte Odom
We thank the August sponsors of our 8:00
a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:

Lucinda Gruber

            Jim McFarlane

            Donna & Art Seitz

            Helen King
In our church family
Anniversaries
Millie and Ted Larsen, 51 years on Sept. 10
Thonetta and Ivan Hehenberger, 58 years on Sept. 17
Dorothy and Duane Kundert, 57 years on Sept. 24 

Ushers
8:00             September             10:30                          8:00              October             10:30_

Diane & Daryl 
The Liverseed
Kleo & Ted
Theresa & Elly
  Matzke
   Family
  Harris
   Doty
Lynn & Tim
Nettie & Larry
Barb Brock
Diane & Dick

  Luchsinger

 Gander
Liz Bongard
   Bensenberg

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 8:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.



From Shirley Soelle and Family
The family of Duane Soelle would like to thank everyone for the beautiful cards and prayers.  A special thank-you to Pastor Bill for his visits to the hospital and his sermon for Duane.   Also, a big thank you to Liz Bongard and Doris Steuber for helping with the lunch after the service.  God bless you all!
From Arlene Schara
It was very comforting to be remembered so many ways during my recent illness.  I always have found strength in prayer ~ so many thanks.  I am still on oxygen but am stronger and can get around some, and hope for the best.

From Nettie & Larry Gander

A special thank you to our family and church family for making our 50th Anniversary such a memorable occasion.  God’s blessings!

Like to bake?  Don't like to bake but like to buy?
 

A "Pastry, Pantry, and Produce for Music" project is being started to try to raise money for the organ fund.  On the second Sunday of each month, starting on the 10th of September, there will be a table near the entry of the church for donations of baked goods, jams, jellies, pickles, or homegrown produce items that can be purchased.  A list of suggested prices will be posted, and there will be a coffee can for the collection of donated money.  All money collected will go toward the Music in Ministry Organ Fund.  We urge everyone to help by donating or buying goodies.
Have A Green Thumb?
If you are a plant lover and have a few extra minutes in your busy week, we are looking for someone to help water the plants in the church.  If you are interested, please contact Irene Waffenschmidt at 643-6946 or call the church office.  Thank you!
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In the Community

Alzheimer’s Association’s

2006 Memory Walk
The South Central WI Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association’s Annual Memory Walk for Alzheimer’s disease will take place on Saturday, September 16, at Ochsner Park and Riverwalk in Baraboo.  Registration is at 8:30 a.m. with the walk taking place at 9:45 a.m.  Nearly 2000 people across the South Central WI Chapter area are expected to participate in this year’s event, which will raise funds to support local programs in our nine-county region.  The Alzheimer’s Association’s Memory Walk, the only national fundraising event for Alzheimer disease, is held in more than 600 communities across the country.  Participants walk as individuals or as part of a team.  To register or make a donation, contact the Alzheimer’s Association at www.alzwisc.org or call (608)232-3402 or (800)272-3900.
THIS IS THE DAY

The man dreamed often, but this one was different.  He could remember each detail with an almost visible clarity.  He had come through a gate and entered a narrow glade filled with tall rows of corn.

At the edge of the field a man handed him a bushel basket and told him that he could go into the field and fill it with all the corn he could pick.
When he selected a row and began his journey, he saw that the ears on each stalk ahead of him seemed to be larger than the ones at the start.

As he pressed his way through the glimmering foliage, each plant seemed to bear a better and more succulent variety.  It was a wondrous experience, almost a phenomenon.

The corn only a few feet ahead was always preferable to the ones he had passed.  So he picked none, always looking ahead for a prize-winning stalk.  Then suddenly he came to the end of the row, his basket still empty.

It was then he awoke.  He lay in bed for a long time simply thinking about this dream.  Then he arose and went to his desk and removed a pad and pencil from the drawer and began to write:

Never again will I lay my head down at night knowing I ended the day with an empty basket.  Once the day is gone, it is lost forever.  There can be no looking back on what might have been.
Each morning God gives us an empty basket to be filled with the spiritual joys of life: a kind word, a thoughtful deed, a gift of time, talent or resources in the service of others.

Joy through Christ is always there for the taking.  You just have to reach out and seize the opportunity.

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24







WEEKLY





Confirmation


6:30 p.m. Wednesdays





First Choir


7 p.m. Wednesdays





Prayer & Study


9:15 a.m. Thursdays








