                          August 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,
Why do we need the church?
That’s a question I asked our youth fellowship group last month.  Their answers were most interesting.  Our youth decided they needed the church because it provided moral structure, community, fellowship, and a chance to grow in our faith.
Experiencing the faith is both a challenge and a joy, but you have to work at it, pray about it, and be regular in your devotional and worship life.  The faith won’t have a chance if you do not give it a chance.
A story is told about a person who had not been in church for quite some time.  One cold winter night a member of the church dropped by to visit the former active member.  After exchanging pleasantries, the host invited his guest to the living room with a nice warm fire in the fireplace lighting up the darkened room.
The two sat for awhile.  No words were exchanged.  After some time of both staring into the fire, the visiting guest got up, went to the fireplace and with tongs took gently out of the center of the red hot glowing coals one ember and laid it on the hearth.  He sat back down.  The two men stared at the lone glowing ember.  The longer they watched it, the more the glow left it until it was totally out and remaining was a dark, cold, piece of ash all by itself on the hearth.
The host said to his visitor, “I’ll be in church this coming Sunday.”
How easy it is to become that lone glowing ember on the hearth of life.  Many of life’s challenges and busy schedules draw us that direction away from the church and our faith.  We think we can go it alone.  That never works.  We need each other as a community of faith.
God did not create us to live in isolation.  We were created to worship and work together for the greater glory of God.  As we come together, using the varied gifts of the Holy Spirit, wonderful things can happen.  I am thankful for the gift of this church.  The Spirit is present and at work in your lives.  May we continue to grow in our relationship with God and with one another.

              Blessings, Pastor Bill
June Consistory Meeting Summary
Pastor Bill reported on youth trip to Germany.  Thanks to Pastors Penny Roth and Herb Feierabend for filling in while Pastor Bill was gone.  Vacation Bible school a success thanks to Margaret McFarlane, Amanda, and the many helpers.  Youth Fellowship will be divided into two groups this fall with a Junior High (5th-8th grades) and a Senior High (9th-12th grades).  At times, some events will be together.  3 youth going to Bible camp.  55% of their costs will be covered by donations.  Building and Maintenance:  Gutters have been repaired or replaced, which should help the water coming into basement .  Outside drain cleaned near kitchen area.  Bell tower ceiling is being sheet rocked and fixed.  Checking on concern re: need in future for re-roofing some parts of roof. New commercial vacuum cleaner being purchased.  Need for rug shampoo machine considered.  Pastor/ Parish Committee:  No meeting.  Program Committee:  Planning Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction on July 16th.  Members in Ministry:  Members served consecrated elements to all homebound and nursing home/assisted living members. Unfinished Business:  McFarlane Technical Scholarship of $600 awarded to Dan Walsh.  $250 scholarships awarded to Nicole Peters and Tyler Loether.  Used computer donated for Church offices.  Kay Roherty helping to install.   Finance:  Giving is up some from last year.  Since interest rates higher than money being earned on some investments, some Fidelity funds liquidated to pay off line of credit.  Music Ministry loan now at $49,268, plus interest on loan.  Subcommit-tee to be formed to consider ways of remodeling back of church for more space for fellowship.  Volunteers needed on 
committee.  Guideline and application form developed for use of church facilities.  New Business:  Consider possibility of group of adults volunteering to go to Texas this winter for a week to help the Feierabend's build houses in Mexico.  Next meeting July 20, 2006, at 6:30 p.m.  Dianna Woerpel, Secretary.

Fellowship Area Remodeling Subcommittee

A subcommittee is being formed to look at remodeling the coat rack area in the back of the church into a fellowship area.  If you would like to be on this subcommittee, please contact Pastor Bill, Dianna Woerpel, Daryl Matzke, or the office.  Thank you!
Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to Daniel Walsh who received the 2006 McFarlane Scholarship, established at our church by Jim and Lorna McFarlane 
and

to Tyler Loether and Nicole Peters who received First UCC’s 2006 Scholarship.
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You are invited to an
OPEN HOUSE AT THE KAPP’S

            Where: 786 Water Street, PdS

          When:  August 11th @ 6:30 p.m.

You may park on Water Street or in the parking lot of Sentry.  We are the fourth house on the right from the Highway 60 bridge four-way.  We have lime green window boxes, and there are red chairs on the front porch.
If you work until later, come whenever you are finished.  We will eat around 7:00 p.m.  BBQ, potato chips, and lemonade provided.
This is going to be a relaxing time by the river with a few games of adult volleyball.  Here’s your chance to see Jody’s athletic prowess!  Ha. Ha.  Parents of young children: we will have babysitters on hand to help with kid duty for your relaxing pleasure.

Please Bring Your Own: Lawn Chairs, Alternative Beverages, Appetizer or Salad
Hope To See You!
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Beatitudes For Friends of the Aged by Mary Ester Walker
Blessed are they who understand my faltering step and palsied hand.

Blessed are they who know that my ears today must strain to catch the things they say.

Blessed are they who seem to know that my eyes are dim and my wrists are slow.

Blessed are they who looked away when coffee spilled at the table today.

Blessed are they with a cheery smile who stopped to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say you’ve told me that story twice today.

Blessed are they who know the ways to bring back memories of yesterdays.

Blessed are they who make it known that I’m loved, respected, and not alone.

Blessed are they who know I’m at a loss to find the strength to carry the cross.

Blessed are they who ease the days on my journey home, in loving ways.

This was previously 
published in the 
April 1977

SCOOP issue.
Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                   504 Washington Avenue



  Sauk City, WI  53583

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST SCOOP
August
  4
Youth Outing to Noah’s Ark ~ 10:00 a.m.
  6
Senior Youth Fellowship
 ~ 6:30 p.m.



WEEKLY MEETINGS
11
Open House @ the Kapp’s ~ 6:30 p.m.
12
Christian Craft Clutch ~ 1:00-4:00 p.m.


    Tuesdays  9:00 a.m.
13
Junior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.



          Bible Study
20
Senior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.





&
22
Program Committee ~ 7:00 p.m.



    Thursdays  9:15 a.m.
27
Junior Youth Fellowship ~ 6:30 p.m.



   Prayer & Study Group
28
Sunday School Teachers’ Staff Meeting ~ 6:30 p.m.
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no childcare)
Memorial Report
Radio Broadcasts
                         June 2006
We thank the July sponsors of our

8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:
Memorial gifts were received in loving memory of:



          Maxine Cairns


     Margaret Harris
          Emily & Bill Fuchs


    R. Paul Meyer




       Children of Alan Von Behren, Sr.


    Judith Witte Odom



       Dorothy & Duane Kundert


    Dorothy Knutson
In our church family
August Anniversaries

August Birthdays
Nettie & Larry Gander, 50 years on August 4
All members’ birthdays will be
Edsel and Caroline Steuber, 51 years on August 5
listed on the new:
Margaret & Tom McFarlane, 20 years on August 9
Jane & Bill Duckert, 30 years on August 14



“Monthly Birthday Calendar”
Merton and Anna Zick, 70 years on August 16



page of the SCOOP.  If you are




not listed, please call the church




office with your birthday so we





can make sure you are in next




year’s SCOOP calendar!  I’ll,




also, be updating the calendar on
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and

the bulletin board throughout
anniversaries in August!  Please let us know if we

the month with the info called 
missed your birthday!

in.  Thank you!
Ushers

8:00                 August             10:30                               8:00              September               10:30_

Shirley Soelle
Irene Waffenschmidt
Diane & Daryl

The Liverseed
Mary Fisher

Evie Accola
  Matzke

  Family
Samantha & John


Lynn & Tim

Larry & Nettie
   Bowman


  Luchsinger

  Gander

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Signup sheet is on table in narthex)
Sunday School News
from Margaret McFarlane
(
Sunday School starts September 10th.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call the church office at 643-8387.
(
The Sunday School extends a heartfelt thanks to all those who made our July 14th and 15th Brat Stand a success!  Thank you to our volunteers who worked shifts, and thanks to the many church members who came and purchased food.  Our profit was $1,064.61.
(
If you’d like to be a teacher or substitute for our Christian Education program, we’d love to have you!  Call Margaret at 643-6327.

Volunteers Needed
The Sunday School and Youth Groups are planning a fundraiser on September 1st and 2nd.  We will be selling pizza for “Pizza Plaza” at the food court during “Cow Chip” weekend.  If you can help us out by donating some time and working a shift, please look for the sign-up sheet at the back of the church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.

Wisconsin Conference

Annual Meeting
First, I want to thank First UCC for the privilege to be their delegate, again, to the Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference.  It was held at the lovely Green Lake Conference Center June 9th through the 11th.  The Annual Meeting is always such a pleasure for me to attend where I can see my old classmates and friends.  Of course, catching up is always a part of my agenda, but this year I found the theme, business, bible studies, exhibits, speeches, luncheons, workshops, and worship all equally as exciting.

“Neighbors Around Christ’s Table Where two or three are gathered” was the theme this year.  It was intriguing how wonderfully intertwined this theme was in ALL aspects of this year’s three-day conference meeting.  I am still so excited from the meeting, the things I’ve learned and activities I participated in, I would love to share more.  Pastor Bill said this can be possible so I will be presenting this all in a bit more depth during worship later in September.
Again, I want to thank you all for this wonderful opportunity!  I look forward to sharing more as well as information on upcoming conferences, workshops, and activities we all can get excited about in our Wisconsin UCC Conference.  
Is your interest peaked?  Until then!
Your sister in Christ’s love,
Evonne Kundert
17th Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction Termed A Success!
from Carol Hehenberger & Em Fuchs

The success of this year’s Ice Cream Social & Silent Auction has many volunteers to thank.  The pie cutters, food servers, our cashiers, people who did such a great job of keeping the kitchen tidy, the final clean-up crews, and to the ladies who did such a great job organizing the Silent Auction on such short notice.  The delicious barbeque made by Wyttenbach Meats.  The donations of pies and other donations, also.  Cindy in the church office for so many helpful pieces of information.  So many people enjoyed Larry Johnson and his Karaoke music and had fun joining in with their talent.  A special thanks, too, to Pastor Bill for his enthusiasm!
We heard many nice compliments about the whole event.  It makes it hard to express a big enough thank you to each and everyone so eager to help in any capacity.  Wow!!!  (  
Last, but not least, a big round of applause to all who attended, making the event a success.  What fun!
Income from Event

Auction

$   659.50

Social


$   438.27




$1,097.77
Hugs from the Program Committee!
P.S.  Thanks, Carol, for always making your home our meeting place!



From Emily & Bill Fuchs

Thanks A Million!  We gratefully appreciate all the prayers, cards, notes, visits, phone calls, and the many thoughts of concern during my recent hospital stay and since my return home.  A special thanks to Pastor Bill for his visits and special prayers.  Our church family is so super expressing care and concern!  We truly ask God’s blessings on each and everyone.  With deepest thanks and in Christian love!
From Nicole Kippley

Dear Friends from U.C.C.:  I am so thankful for your support.  I had a blast, and without your help, I wouldn’t have been able to go.  So, once again, thank you so much.  Words can’t explain how thankful I am.  The best part was making new friends and spending time with my old friends and learning new things about them.  All of the girls had a fun time meeting blond hair, blue eyed boys from Germany.  If I could change one thing, I would add more time for shopping.  I loved going to Germany and experiencing a new culture.  I would do it, again, in a heart beat!  Always!
August Christian Craft Clutch

This month’s craft clutch will be on Saturday, August 12, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Come and relax and craft!  Bring a treat to share, if you would like.  Family and friends of the church are always welcome!
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