                      July 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

Do you ever wonder why we use different colored cloths on the church altar throughout the course of the year?  On any given Sunday you may see purple, red, white or green being used.  What do these colors mean?  And why does the color green stay on the altar for such a long time throughout the summer?


The cloths used on the altar and the pulpit are called paraments.  The different colors of the paraments coincide with the different seasons of the church year:

Advent and Lent—Purple

Christmas, Easter and Epiphany—White

Pentecost Sunday and Palm/Passion Sunday—Red

Sundays after Epiphany and Pentecost—Green


The different colors express emotions and ideas that are associated with each of the church seasons.  Purple is an ancient royal color and therefore a symbol of the sovereignty of Christ (Advent).  Purple can also be associated with repentance from sin (Lent).  White symbolizes joy and the divinity of Christ (Christmas and Easter).  Red evokes the color of blood (Palm/Passion Sunday) but can also symbolize fire and the Holy Spirit (Pentecost Sunday).  Green is the color of growth.

The church year is divided into two parts: The half-year of our Lord (approximately December-May) and the half-year of the Church (June-November).  The half-year of our Lord focuses on the earthly life and ministry of Jesus.  The scripture lessons during this time focus on God’s fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies (i.e. the promised Messiah during the Advent lessons).  We begin the half-year of our Lord with Advent preparations and it lasts until Pentecost Sunday, which is recognized as the day when the Christian Church began.  

The half-year of the Church focuses on the life and growth of the Christian Church.  This half-year begins on the Sunday after Pentecost and lasts until the Sunday before Advent.  During this season we study the Christian life and our scripture lessons focus on the teachings of Jesus.  The color throughout the half-year of the Church stays green, which signifies the growing mission and ministry of the church.  During this time we consider what Jesus Christ means for our everyday thoughts and actions.  








Blessings,









Pastor Bill
Sunday School News

          from Margaret McFarlane

*
We need volunteers to run the brat stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 14, and Saturday, July 15.  If you can help us out, please see the sign-up sheet at the back of church or call Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327.  The profits are used for Sunday School events and to help with the cost of our campers.

*
We hope Patrick Nelson enjoyed his week at Moon Beach.  Our wishes for great camp adventures at Pilgrim Center go to:

   Stephanie Alwin
     August 6-12
   Sarah Drew Smith   July 30-Aug. 5
Vacation Bible School

      from Margaret McFarlane
It was an exciting week here June 26-30, when 35 students participated in V.B.S.  Our theme was “Treasure Cove – Discover The Riches of Christ.”  Each day, students rotated from opening to crafts, recess, Bible storytime, snacks, and closing.  
For our special project, we collected backpacks or bags filled with “treasures” -(new or gently used) items that the students wanted to share.  We are giving these to the Feierabend’s to take to the children in Nuevo Progresso, Mexico.
On Friday, we ended with a special “Treasure Cove” celebration.  Families and guests joined us for this closing program.
* My sincere thanks to those who participated in this special week of ministry:  
Pastor Bill, Dana Gee,  Robin Franck, Amanda McFarlane, Megan Young, Kelli Straight, Stephanie Alwin, Denise Alwin, Diane Matzke, Sheri Holt, Jordan Straight, Stephanie Sprecher, Samantha Bowman, Marcia Nachreiner, Beth Martinka, Danielle Stima, Nolan Lendved, Casey Lendved, Heidi Liverseed, Barb Blattner, and Jody Kapp.

* Thank you to the Feierabend’s for the wonderful piñata.
* Thanks to those in the congregation who shared items of decorations or props.
Hurricane Katrina Relief to Ocean Springs, Mississippi
                 from Kelli Straight
On July 28th to August 5th, a few nurses from the Prairie Clinic will be going to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, which was completely ravaged by Hurricane Katrina.  We are accepting donations to help cover the cost of the trip and to donate to the Victims’ Relief Fund.  Anyone interested in helping can give their donations to Pastor Bill or Kelli Straight.  If you have any questions, please contact Kelli at 588-2596.  They are always needing volunteers.  Thanks to all of you!
Organ Fund

As of May 31, 2006, the balance of the Organ Fund is $49,268.  



A Big Thank You! From Gwen Walker
Especially to Pastor Bill, Esta Eschenbauch, and Millie Steckelberg for the many helpful things.  It’s so good to have so many caring friends.  The visits, phone calls, and beautiful cards were greatly appreciated.  May God bless and keep all of you!  Thanks, again!

From Rev. Herb and Bev Feierabend to First UCC Sunday School

Thank you all so much for your generous gift to Mabel’s Building Mission.  We will use it to build a casita, or small house, for a needy family in Nuevo Progresso, Mexico.  May God bless you for your kind gift.

From Stephanie & Denise Alwin
Gutentag!  Thank you to Pastor Bill and the members of First UCC for giving us the opportunity to travel to Germany from June 13-25.  We appreciate the gifts of money and words of encouragement we received from all of you.  We had a fantastic time!  The Jugendcamp was a great time to meet and learn about other religions, countries, and people.  We each made a lot of new friends.  We, also, toured many beautiful buildings and cities.  Thanks to everyone who helped in any way to make this wonderful experience possible for us.  We really appreciate it!!!  TschuB!
From Chuck McFarlane
I wish to thank all my relatives, friends, and business associates for all the cards, gifts, food, and prayers extended to my family during my heart surgery at St. Mary’s.  Also, for the many visits in the hospital and at home, especially Rev. Bill Kapp.  God bless you all!
((((((((((((((((((((
        “No act of kindness, however
                                  small, 
                    is ever wasted.” 
((((((((((((((((((((
From Donna & Art Seitz
We would like to thank everyone who remembered us with prayers, food, cards, and visits.  Special thanks to Pastor Bill Kapp and the Prayer Circle for their special prayers.  We are very grateful!



To Caroline Steuber for taking care of First UCC’s Memorial Book for the past 32 years.  As of Memorial Day 2006, she had made 482 entries.  We thank you not only for your time but for the beautiful way you inscribed each person’s name.

Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction

First UCC’s 16th Annual Ice Cream Social and Silent Auction will be held on Sunday, July 16, from 4:00-6:30 p.m.  We will be serving BBQ’s, homemade pie, ice cream, and beverages.  There are sign-up sheets in the back of the church to make pies and to help set up/serve food/clean up the day of the Social.  We are, also, looking for people to “donate” their time, talents, or material gifts for the Silent Auction.  There is a sign-up sheet for the Auction in the back, too.  Don’t forget to put this delightful supper date on your calendar!
In the Community

· The Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church Hymn Sings continue on the first Sunday of each month through October from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are non-denominational and without admission charge.  The public is cordially invited.

· Sauk Prairie Blood Drive: Monday, July 3, at the Sauk Prairie Evangelical Free Church, 1375 Lincoln Avenue, Prairie du Sac, from 1:00-6:00 p.m.  For an appointment, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.  Your donation is so crucial during this holiday time!
· Witwen’s July 4th Celebration is sponsored by the Black Hawk & Denzer United Methodist Churches.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m.  Food and fun available all day!
· Witwen Concerts at the Campground will be starting Saturday, July 8.  The concerts will be held at the Witwen Park and Campground.  The concerts are free, family-oriented concerts.  The picnic grounds open at 4 p.m., and concerts begin at 6:30 p.m.  Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and your picnic supper or purchase food from the food stand on the grounds for a relaxing, beautiful summer evening of music.   In the event of rain, concerts will be held in the tabernacle on the grounds.
Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.
[image: image1.wmf]
I’ve never made a fortune, and it’s probably too late now.  But I don’t worry about that much, I’m happy anyhow.  And as I go along life’s way, I’m reaping better than I sowed.

I’m drinking from my saucer,

‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

Haven’t got a lot of riches, and some-times the going’s tough, but I’ve got loving ones all around me, and that makes me right enough.  I thank God for his blessings, and the mercies He’s bestowed.

I’m drinking from my saucer,

‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

I remember times when things went wrong, my faith wore somewhat thin.  But all at once the dark clouds broke, and the sun peeped through again.  So Lord, help me not to gripe, about the tough rows I have hoed.

I’m drinking from my saucer,

‘Cause my cup has overflowed.
If God gives me strength and courage, when the way grows steep and rough; I’ll not ask for other blessings, I’m already blessed enough.  And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads.

Then I’ll keep drinking from my saucer,

‘Cause my cup has overflowed.
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

                504 Washington Avenue


        Sauk City, WI  53583

    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

  JULY SCOOP
July

 3

Sauk Prairie Blood Drive

 4

“Have a Happy and Safe 4th of July”

 9

Youth Fellowship at the Movies –



meet at church at 4:00 p.m.

14 & 15
Sunday School Brat Stand @


Piggly Wiggly ~ Don’t forget to stop


in and enjoy a brat (or two)  (
16


Ice Cream Social & Silent Auction –


4:00-6:30 p.m.

20

Consistory – 6:30 p.m.

Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no childcare)
Memorials Report
Radio Ministry

May 2006
We thank the June sponsors of our



8:00 a.m. Sunday worship broadcasts:
Gifts were received in loving memory of:



            Sally Drew


Lawrence Meier
         Linda & Dick Lange



Judith Witte Odom
         Ruby & Chuck McFarlane



         Iola Kamrath & Louie Weber


         Franz Wyttenbach
In our church family
         July Anniversaries
      July Birthdays 
Charles and Florence Hoff, 52 years on July 3

All members’ birthdays will be 
Calvin and Phyllis Sorg, 56 years on July 3 
listed on the new:
Warren and Alice Wittwer, 59 years on July 11 

Paul and Midge Beerkircher, 5 years on July 12
“Monthly Birthday Calendar”
Ken and Florence Powers, 63 years on July 14

Maurice and Cleo Schaefer, 58 years on July 24
page of the SCOOP.  If you are
Walter and Dorothy Wendt, 63 years on July 31
not listed, please call the church

office with your birthday so we

can make sure you are on next

year’s calendar!  Thank you!
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in July!

(Please let us know if we miss yours.)
Ushers

          8:00           July             10:30                              8:00            August            10:30_______

Lucinda Gruber               Verda McFarlane              Shirley Soelle
  Verna & Bill Wenzel
Chuck Henning

David McFarlane

Samantha & John
        Evelyn Accola




Larry Johnson

     Bowman

        Irene Waffenschmidt




Katherine Wilson

Mary Fisher
Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Sign-up sheet is on table in narthex)
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            WEEKLY MEETINGS





Bible Study


9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays





            Prayer & Study Group


            9:15 a.m. on Thursdays











