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First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I believe that God wants us to be happy.  God’s wish for each of us is that we experience joy in our lives.  God has created us specifically for the purpose of divine service, but in the midst of that service, we are free and encouraged to enjoy life to the fullest.  We are to feel joy at work, at home, and in the life of our church.

But as you know, there are moments in our lives when it is difficult to be joyful.  Sometimes the circumstances of life bring us down.  Maybe our hectic schedules are getting the best of us.  Perhaps you or someone you love is in failing health.  Maybe someone close to you has died.  And because of this, we have lost sight of the joy that God has intended for us.

When we lose the sense of joy in our lives, we miss out.  Joy is a gift that God has given us.  Without the joy, it’s as if we’re just going through the motions, not taking delight in anything that we do.  Without the joy, we’re not experiencing all that God has intended for us to experience.

Christ offers to share His own fullness of joy with anyone who will accept it from Him.  The joy that we can gain from Him can enrich our lives very much.  It is a gift, given with faith: the deep joy of being alive and sharing our lives with others.  

We are happiest when we make serving God our number one priority.  And even when the challenges of life come our way, we will still be able to experience the joy that God has intended for our lives.

When we abide in the love of Jesus Christ, our hearts will be changed and the world’s standards of happiness will become reordered.  God wants us to be happy and to feel joy in our lives.  Stop and smell the roses.  Enjoy the life that you’ve been given.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
Congratulations to Pastor Bill for completing the Mad City Marathon!

Thank-you from Pastor Bill
Pastor Bill would like to thank the following people for sponsoring him in the Marathon.  The youth going to Germany send their “thanks,” also.  
Sharal Steuber; Kleo & Ted Harris; Cecy & Pete Haines; Rose Kleinert; Rita & Ed Larsen; Lois & Cliff Pieper; Jamie Wittwer; Deb & Herm Tschudy; Verda McFarlane; Todd Pieper; The Matzke’s; Jason, Heather, and Hannah Miller; Margaret, Amanda, and Tom McFarlane; Janet & Kevan Clemens; Bev & Herb Feierabend; Jan & Cliff Lawton; Betty Erickson; Gwen Walker; John Boehmer; David McFarlane; Audrey & Tom Zimmerman; Dana & John Gee; Marcia Nachreiner; VaLera Accola; Laura & Al Maenche; Penny & Bill Roth & Beth Murphy; Marlene & Ed Larsen; Donna & Art Seitz; Waunita Fradette; David Kolb; Clara & Don Ziegler; Doris Steuber; Lorraine & Harland Hartmann; Sherry & Russ Pieper; Theresa & Scott Grimes; Sharon & Greg Diehl; Liz Bongard; Evie Accola; Margaret Wittwer; Alberta Meier; Kathy & Larry Johnson; Jeanann & Rick Breininger; Mildred Steckelberg; Harley Lichtenwalner; Barb & Gary Brock; Iola Kamrath & Louie Weber; Peggy Ganser; Verna & Bill Wenzel; Laura Holten Stalder, Fritz Wyttenbach, Dianna & Duane Woerpel; Myrtle & Franz Wyttenbach, Della Edge, Lucinda Gruber, Emily & Bill Fuchs, Lucy Coenen, Sue & Phil Barth; Carol & Rod Hehenberger; Evelyn Koenig; and Lorene & Ervin Sprecher; 
If you have not already done so, please hand in/send in your donation by June 6th.  Once, again, thank you for supporting Pastor Bill and the youth going to Germany!
Confirmation

The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, June 4, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  This is an important time in the life of our young people and in the life of our congregation.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.  All are invited to attend the worship service and rejoice in the commitments made.

The following youth will be confirmed:



Stephanie Alwin



Jamie Barth



Krystal Carlson



Hattie Chamberlin



Brandon Free



Nicole Kippley



Patrick Nelson



Jordan Peters



Keesahn Rheingans



Christina Weinke



Allison Wilcox



Megan Young

Strengthen the Church

On Sunday, June 4, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ.  Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, we further our commitment to be a multiracial and multicultural church; strengthen and renew existing congregations; and provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.  Your support is needed and appreciated!

Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Conference
Pastor Bill and Evonne Kundert will be attending the 44th Annual Meeting in Green Lake June 9-11.  This year’s theme, “Neighbors Around Christ’s Table … Where Two or Three are Gathered”, will lift up the ways in which we are brought together in ministry, in rural and urban settings, metropolis or small town.  This gathering is important in the covenantal affiliation we have with the UCC.  Speak with them when they are back to learn more about the exciting things that are happening in our wider church.

KARAOKE-POTLUCK NIGHT

Although American Idol has chosen their winner, First UCC’s evening of musical fun is just around the corner.  Come join us for our 1st Annual Karaoke-Potluck night: Wednesday, June 7, at 6:30 p.m.  Bring a dish to pass, your own table setting, and enjoy a family evening of food, fellowship, and fun!  There will be no judges or critics, only fans!  Hope to see you there!
We Celebrate Fathers
“He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a Refuge.”  
Proverbs 14:26

We will honor the fathers of our 
church on June 18.  We’ll present 
boxes of candy to the oldest and 
youngest fathers in attendance at 
each of our worship services.
Hats off to our graduates!

Congratulations to our Sauk Prairie High School graduates:  Whitney Ballweg, daughter of Julie Wartzok and Stan Ballweg; Dylan Boss, son of Nina & Mike Boss; Carley Doty, daughter of Theresa Doty; Sarah Duckert, daughter of Jane & William Duckert; Jacob Holdt, son of Kelli & Tim Straight; Autumn Krenz, daughter of Jill & Dennis Mahoney; Tyler Loether, son of Bonnie & Ken Loether; Teddy McFarlane, son of Leslie McFarlane; Nicole Peters, daughter of Kim & Rick Peters; and Dan Walsh, son of Melody Walsh.  
FiNKS

FiNKS, also known as Faith Inkubators, aka Confirmation, preparation has had a great year!  The main focus of FiNKS is to build relationships between the youth and the congregation.  Thank you to all who have helped with this relationship building the past year! – the Small Group adult guides: Rick Peters, Tammy Young, and Theresa Doty; the Crazy Parent Committee, who organized the fun activities: Betty Kalscheur, Rick Chamberlin, and Nadene Litscher; the presenters; and the Prayer Partners who have lifted the kids up in prayer throughout the year.
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Music at First Church

by Denny Kahn, Music Director
 
Summer is almost here, and I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on our past church year and how music continues to be such an important component of our church lives.  Our worship of God is an ongoing endeavor that I believe is greatly enhanced by the music that is shared at First Church.

 

Special thanks go out to everyone who has contributed to the musical well being of First Church.  This includes First Choir, The Men of A Chord, all who volunteer to supply music for summer services, the Christmas Music Festival, the Sunday School for their musical selections, those who provide musical leadership for the Saturday services and to everyone who sings out with their heart and soul during worship services each week.

 

Our new (to us), but well seasoned grand piano is a fine addition to music at First Church.  Our pipe organ continues to serve us well.  Thanks to all who have contributed to the Music Ministry fund that supports music at First Church.

 

I would like to personally thank Kristy Litscher for her continuing dedication to working weekly with me and First Choir and Men of A Chord.  Also, very special thanks to Laura Maenche for being available to fill in for me when needed, and also for providing special music on a regular basis.
 

I would like to invite and encourage all members to consider becoming involved with either First Choir or Men of A Chord when we start up again in the fall.  I have again prepared a calendar for the entire church year so you will know when we will sing and can make plans accordingly.  You are always welcome whether you can sing with us regularly or only occasionally.   Please think about contributing to our musical ministry.  You do not have to be a trained musician to participate!  Remember, the word amateur comes from the Latin work “amo” which means, “to love.”  Amateurs do what they do for the shear love of it!
 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss joining us in making a “joyful noise”, either with First Choir or Men of A Chord, please call me at 643-5539 (work) or 370-6000 (home).  Your voice is the one we are missing!! 

Summer Music Opportu-nities!              from Dennis Kahn
Summertime is just around the corner now.  If anyone would like to volunteer to provide special music for our summer worship services, please contact Denny Kahn at 

370-6000 or 963-4915.  We have openings at both services from June 11th through September 3rd.  Your gifts of music are certainly appreciated!  Thanks!

Organ Fund
First UCC recently received a very generous financial gift to the Organ Fund.  As of April 30, 2006, the balance is $58,800.  Please keep the Organ Fund in your sights.



In Christian Love, Cliff and Lois Pieper, 

Our thanks to Pastor Bill, Jody, the Prayer Circle, and each and everyone, for your many acts of kindness and concern.   God’s love was near us in the prayers, visits, phone calls, food, cards, and warm wishes that were extended to us.  How very much they have been appreciated!

From Grandma Maryann LaPine

Just a note to thank you for the very special day your church made more special for my grandson and new granddaughter, Craig & Melissa LaPine.  It was very much enjoyed and appreciated!
From Yvonne Richmond

A big thank-you to Pastor Bill and all my church friends for remembering me with prayers, visits, cards, phone calls, and food over the past several months.  It was all greatly appreciated.  And, once again, thanks to my wonderful family for always being there for me.  God bless you all!

From Doris Witte

Thank you to all my UCC family for your prayers and other expressions of sympathy after the death of my daughter, Judith.  I am so grateful that I have the faith that we will someday be reunited with our loved ones who have passed on.  UCC has done so much to reinforce my beliefs and brought me much comfort.  May God bless you all!  Thanks, again.

From Women’s Guild: Mother-Daughter Banquet on May 4

Thank you to Marcia Nachreiner for chairing this event.  We had a great turnout with about 65 in attendance.  Also, much thanks to Lois Pieper for chairing the great program with Barb Blattner, Program Director, of the Sauk Prairie Nursery Center in our Education Building.  The film strip was very entertaining, and everyone enjoyed making note cards.  Thank you to Lois and Dianna Woerpel for the beautiful decorating and to Jody Kapp for chairing the kitchen duties.  There were several generational families in attendance, which was a joy to see.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and the great food. 
From Pastor Denise Cole
Thank you for the beautiful stained glass hanging and to all who sent cards, stopped by, and joined me at the potluck.  Your kindness and friendship throughout the years will always be remembered.
Christian Craft Clutch
June’s Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, June 10, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  We hope you can join us. As always, feel free to bring a friend. 
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In the Community

Witwen Camp Meeting 2006: 
“Renewing Your Passion”

            Sunday, June 18

7:30 p.m. 
Worship and Singing

           Monday, June 19

6:30 p.m. 
Bible Study

7:30 p.m. 
Worship & Singing

           Tuesday, June 20

6:30 p.m. 
Bible Study

7:30 p.m. 
Worship & Singing

(See flyer on bulletin board for more information.)

Wyoming Valley Hymn Sing

The first Hymn Sing of the 2006 season at the Wyoming Valley United Methodist Church will be held Sunday, June 4, from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Patrick Gilbert will lead; his wife, Sue, will play the organ; and their sons, Daniel and Travis, will play trumpet on selected hymns.

Hymn Sings are held the first Sunday of each month from June through October.  They are non-denominational and without admission charge.  The public is cordially invited.
The church is located on State Highway 23, about 10 miles north of Dodgeville and five miles south of Spring Green.
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                 ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:


--worship services;


--hospital and Maplewood visits;


--doctor and dentist appointments;


--bank and other errands.

Call Kelli Straight, (608)588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

What is your favorite hymn?
The Dentist’s Hymn:
“Crown Him With Many Crowns”

The TV Weatherman’s Hymn:

“There Shall Be Showers of Blessings”

The Contractor’s Hymn:

“The Church is One Foundation”

The Tailor’s Hymn:
“Holy, Holy, Holy”

The Golfer’s Hymn:

“There Is A Green Hill Far Away”

The Politician’s Hymn:

“Standing On The Promises”

The Optometrist’s Hymn:

“Open My Eyes That I May See”
The IRS Hymn:

“I Surrender All”

The Electrician’s Hymn:

“Send Out The Light”

*** Summer Hours ***
Starting on Monday, June 12, the church facilities will often be locked at noon.  Please make arrangements with Cindy in the office if you need to get in the building in the afternoon.
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Sunday School News 

                 by Margaret McFarlane


It was a fun Sundae Sunday for our close of Sunday School.  All students received a certificate and treats.  Thank you to the parents and staff that helped serve and clean up.


We collected $1,000 for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you to all who contributed to this worthy project.  We are so pleased that we made our goal!


The Sunday School choir sounded great on May 21.  Many thanks to all who joined in, it was a special way to end the year.

My heartfelt thanks to Pastor Bill, Cindy Baker, and our wonderful Sunday School staff:  Nadene Litscher, Kelli & Jordan Straight, Robin Franck, Amanda McFarlane, Marcia Nachreiner, Dawn Breunig, Stacy & Daniele Hasheider, Dana Gee, Jeanann Breininger, Tom Litscher, Stephanie Alwin, Jamie Barth, Megan Young, Andrea Porubsky, Sharon Diehl, Heather Miller, and Sally Drew.


Thanks, also, to those who substituted or helped out during special programs.


Thank you for the camp donations - we collected $600.00!

Mark your calendars: Sunday School will begin, again, on September 10.


Thank you to the staff, parents, and students for a wonderful year!  Have a safe summer!

[image: image4.wmf] Sunday School
Summer Fundraiser
We are scheduled to run a brat stand at Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 14, and Saturday, July 15.  If you would like to help plan, cook, or serve brats, please contact Margaret McFarlane at 643-6327 or see the sign-up sheet on the table in the Education Building entryway.
Vacation Bible School

Our ecumenical Vacation Bible School will take place here at our church June 26-30, from 1:30-4:00 p.m.  The theme is: “Treasure Cove – Discover the Riches of Christ.”  Students ages pre-K through 6th grade are welcome.  Please pre-register by Monday, June 12.  Registration forms are by the bulletin board as you enter the Education Building.  (Prior registration is required.)  Returned forms can be placed in the basket also found by the bulletin board or returned to church by mail.  If you have questions, contact Margaret McFarlane, Sunday School Superintendent, at 643-6327.
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JUNE SCOOP
June
 4


Pentecost Sunday





Confirmation: 10:30 Service





“Strengthen the Church” Special Mission Offering
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Karaoke-Potluck Night: 6:30 p.m.
 9-11

WI Conference Annual Meeting in Green Lake
10

Christian Craft Clutch:  1:00-4:00 p.m.

13-25

Pastor Bill and Youth in Germany

15

Consistory: 6:30 p.m.
18

“Happy Father’s Day”
26-30

Vacation Bible School: 1:30-4:00 p.m.
Pastor Bill Kapp                  Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                     Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                          Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages.

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (no childcare)
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