May 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC:

I am thankful to be a part of the ministry at First United Church of Christ.  The people who make up this community of faith are comprised of loving and caring folk who contribute to the ministry of Jesus Christ in many wonderful and unique ways.  We have been called by God and commissioned by the Holy Spirit to go out into the world and serve in Christ’s name.

As you know from reading the Bible, Paul compared the Church to the body of Christ, with each member having a specific role within the body.  Some of us play the role of feet while others of us are hands.  Perhaps you’re an ear or an eye.  Individually, these parts may seem insignificant, but together, these parts work to make the body go.  As Paul said in I Corinthians 12:17, “If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?”

Which part of the body of Christ are you?  Perhaps you teach a Sunday school class or help out with confirmation.  Maybe you make visits to people who are living in a nursing home or who are hospitalized.  Perhaps you participate in the choir or in some other music ministry in the life of our church.  Maybe you drive people to their doctor’s appointment or deliver meals to homebound people.  Perhaps you serve on a committee within the life of our church or in some other leadership capacity.  Whatever your contribution is, we work together to make the ministry of First UCC happen.

My wish for this community of faith is that all of our members, young and old alike, find ways to participate in the life of our congregation.  This body is Christ’s and needs the gifts of each, even those who may feel unimportant.  We have all been blessed with special gifts and abilities.  Let us use our gifts together to do some amazing ministry in Christ’s name.







Blessings,







Pastor Bill
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”







I Corinthians 12:26-27

Presentation by Children’s Author, Mike Thaler, at the May 6 Saturday Worship Service

There will be a special presentation by children’s author, Mike Thaler, at the 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship service.  Mr. Thaler has been called “The Court Jester of Children’s Literature.”  He has produced many well-known and loved characters in children’s literature.  He recently created the “Heaven and Mirth” series of humorous retellings of Bible stores, like “Moses Take two Tablets and Call Me in the Morning,” and “David and Bubblebathsheba.”  This is sure to be an enjoyable service for the entire family.
We Celebrate Mothers

“A Mother holds her children’s hands for a while, their hearts forever.”  Join us for worship on Mother’s Day, May 14. The youngest and oldest mothers at each service will receive flowers.

Confirmation
The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, June 4, during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  This is an important time in the life of our young people and in the life of our congregation.  Holy Communion will be celebrated.  All are invited to attend the worship service and rejoice in the commitments made.

Strengthen the Church

On Sunday, June 4, we will be receiving the STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH special mission offering of the United Church of Christ.  Through our gifts to Strengthen the Church, we further our commitment to be a multiracial, multicultural church, open and affirming and accessible to all.  We strengthen and renew existing congregations.  We fund leadership for new congregations.  We provide exciting new programs for youth and young adults.  We fund leadership development for the whole church.  Your generous gifts are used, half by your Conference and half by Local Church Ministries, for these purposes.  Your support is needed and appreciated!
May Christian Craft Clutch

May’s Craft Clutch will be Saturday, May 13, from 1:00-4:000 p.m. in the Education Building.
KARAOKE-POTLUCK NIGHT
Mark your calendars for a night of fun:  Wednesday, June 7, at 6:30 p.m.  Come and enjoy a delectable dinner and then pick out your favorite song and have fun singing!  Come and be a star for a night!  
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Sponsors of the 

Easter Lilies and Palms
Rick & Kim Peters 
& Joni & Jim Schwenn,

in loving memory of 
Darlene Schwenn

Cecy and Pete Haines,

in loving memory of 
Susan Haines Lewis, 

Josephine Von Behren, 
Alan Von Behren, Sr., 

and Angeline Koepp

Shirley & Merton Moely,

in loving memory of their parents

The Pieper’s,

in loving memory of Laura Pieper

Sharal Steuber,

in loving memory of Theron Steuber

Buford Wicklund,

in loving memory of 
Dorothea Wicklund

In loving memory of 

Frank Hutak, Jr. 
and Lorna McFarlane

Liz Bongard and Family,

in loving memory of Vic Bongard
Doris Steuber,

in loving memory of Ralph Steuber

Kleo & Ted Harris,

in honor of the children in the military

VaLera and Alton Accola,

in loving memory of Roy Accola

Dorothy and Walter Wendt,

in loving memory of Lynn Wendt
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Verna and Bill Wenzel,

in loving memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. William Jensen

Theresa Klug & Scott Grimes,

in loving memory of 
Marlene Marcus

& Shirley Klug

Lorraine & Harland Hartmann,
in loving memory of their parents

Meryle and Jim Henry,
in loving memory of

Clifford Wittwer

We would also like to thank Verna and Bill Wenzel for their beautiful bouquet of pussy willows that adorned the church.
Memorials report
Radio Ministry

March 2006
We thank the sponsors of the April radio 




broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship: 


 Memorials received in memory of:



Lawrence Meier
Ruth & Evelyn Accola


Bernadine (Bernie) Sherwood
Dorothy & Walter Wendt

               Henry Kuhnau
Margaret & Jamie Wittwer


Lilah Sprecher


Lilah Porter

In our church family 
Anniversaries
Birthdays 
      May

Pat & John Boehmer, 45 years on May 2
Buford Wicklund
 2

Ginny & Fritz Wyttenbach, 35 years on May 8
Liz Bongard
16

Irene and Lyman Waffenschmidt, 54 years on May 10
Marion Foster
18

Shirlee & Dave Lendved, 20 years on May 17
Ervin Sprecher
18

Penny and Bill Roth, 53 years on May 23
Anna Zick 

22


Esta Eschenbauch
26

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
VaLera Accola
28

                    anniversaries in May!

Ushers

8:00                 May             10:30                    
 8:00                   June                  10:30          

Sandy & Jay
Debbie & Herman
Em & Bill Fuchs
Jeanann & Rick

  Jensen
   Tschudy
Deb & Arnie Wells
    Breininger

Kay Roherty
Kara & Steve

Carol & Rod
Mike Brzezinski                  Rheingans
                                                Hehenberger

***************************************************************************** 
Pastor Bill Kapp                   Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                                      Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                           Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                             E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Cindy Baker,                       Hours:  Monday through Friday: 9:00 a.m.–Noon

Church Secretary                 Office phone: 643-8387; E-mail: office@ucc-saukcity.org
The church answering machine is always on to receive your messages
                                  7
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May

 4
Mother-Daughter Banquet – 6:30 p.m.
 6
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.: Special Guest:

Children’s Author Mike Thaler
 8
Life Line Preventative Health Screening -

here today
 9
Finance Committee – 6:30 p.m.
12
Youth Lock-In @ Church – 7:00 p.m.

(until 7:00 a.m. Saturday morning)
13
Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.

14
Happy Mother’s Day!

18
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
20
Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.

21
Last day of Sunday School;


Sunday School Choir sings – 10:30 service
27
Last Saturday Worship Service until Fall – 5:00 p.m.
28
Pastor Bill running in the Mad City Marathon

29
Memorial Day:  Office Closed

Saturday worship:  5:00 p.m. through May; again in the fall

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided) 

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 through adult (through May 21); then, again, in the Fall
Sunday School News 

                    by Margaret McFarlane
Thank you to those who participated in our procession on Palm Sunday.

We had a beautiful day for our Easter Party.  About 72 participated in the fun.  Thanks to the students and staff that helped.
Many thanks to all the students who sang on April 16.

The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on May 21st; our Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will have a special part.
Our last Sunday School class will be May 21.  We will have sundaes as a final treat.
Please check the candle-lighting schedule ~ students are scheduled through May 28.

Don’t forget to turn in donations for “The Mexican Children’s Refuge.”  Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful project!

This year, the Sunday School is again sponsoring a summer fundraiser.  We are scheduled to run a brat stand by Piggly Wiggly on Friday, July 14, and Saturday, July 15. Volunteers will be needed, so mark your calendar!

Our cookbook is still available for $8.  It makes a great Mother’s Day gift, as well as a graduation or shower present.

Camp Registration Continues

We are aware of 2 campers who are registered for camp.  (You may continue to register through the end of May.)  Church 

camp is great fun and fellowship. To assist

with our camping program, we continue to

accept donations to our camp fund.  

Our final special offering 

will be on May 21.  If you 

are planning to go to camp, 

please let us know soon.

Vacation Bible School

V.B.S. will be held here at First U.C.C. 

June 26-30.  This week was chosen so Pastor Bill (an eager participant) and the youth will be back from Germany and can join in the fun.  We are planning on 9:30-Noon, but at the publication of the May SCOOP, we are aware parents are waiting to find out summer school schedules.  Within the next week, please let Margaret McFarlane know if your child/children would like to participate in V.B.S., but summer school might be a conflict for them.  The theme this year is “Treasure Cove – Discover The Riches Of Christ!”  
     WE NEED YOU … please consider helping us out for one day (or more).  We need people to be storytellers, craft leaders, recess leaders, snack servers, class leaders, and helpers.  Please contact Margaret at 643-6327 if you can help with this special ministry for our young people.
Youth Fellowship ~

7-12th Graders
Youth of First UCC have met 8 times on Sunday evenings, gone snow boarding at Devil’s Head, and have attended a youth retreat in Wisconsin Dells.  There will be an overnight lock-in at church on May 12th.  It will begin at 7:00 p.m. Friday until 7:00 a.m. Saturday, May 13.  Pastor Bill is also planning another movie night in June.  Hope to see you on the 12th!
Liturgist Sign-Up Sheet
We would like readers for the 8:00 and 10:30 morning services.  The readers will be in charge of the Call to Worship, the Old Testament Lesson, and the Epistle Lesson.  A sign-up sheet is in the back of church.  Thank you!
Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship
Coffee Fellowship has begun between worship services.  If you would like to host this time by bringing donuts and making coffee, please sign up at the back of the church.  Thank you!

Summer Music Opportu-nities!  from Dennis Kahn, Music Director
It’s time to be thinking about summer!  If anyone would like to volunteer to provide special music for our summer worship services, please contact Denny Kahn at 
370-6000 or 963-4915.  We have openings

at both services from June 11th through September 3rd.  Your gifts of music are certainly appreciated!  Thanks!

Radio Broadcast Sponsor-ship

Would you like to remember or honor a family member or friend by sponsoring a Sunday morning worship service radio broadcast?  There are still some dates available:  May 14; June 4; July 2, 16, & 23; and September 17.  Call the office if you are interested in sponsoring one of these Sunday broadcasts.

Aluminum Pop Can Fundraiser

Bring in your recycled aluminum pop cans and help defray the cost for the Germany youth retreat!  We now have an account with Denny’s Can Crushin’ so you can either drop the cans off at Denny’s and tell him to add it to the church’s account or you can drop them off in the church basement.  Denny’s Can Crushin’ is located in the Sauk City Industrial Center.
Thank you’s from:
Shawn, Heidi, Abby, & Emma Liverseed
The Juvenile Diabetes March fundraiser was a huge success!  We made close to $900.00!!!  Wow! The success was due in large part to the wonderful UCC congregation!  Thank you all so much for your donations and for stopping by to shop.  Our family feels so lucky to have such a supportive church family!  The money was sent to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation-Madison Chapter.   They were truly grateful and impressed with our community.  Thank you, again!  We are very blessed to be a part of such a wonderful church!

Ed Sr. and Marlene Larsen
Ed and I want to “thank all of you” for your prayers and concern.  We are so fortunate that the prayers were answered in a positive way.  Ed is slowly making his way to health.  He is getting anxious to be out and about, again; and nothing could make us happier.  We have enjoyed our brief time in your congregation.  Thank you, again!

Alberta Meier, Ken & Robin Meier & Family, Harlan & Gerri Hall & Family
The family of Lawrence Meier would like to thank the congregation for all their help and support during our time of loss.  So many of you provided words of sympathy, cards, food, and just being there to help us through this difficult time.  Our thanks to Pastor Bill for a beautiful service and to Laura for the music.  While we will miss Lawrence, we know he is at peace now.
Thank you to:

Rick & Jordan Peters and Justin & Patrick Nelson for the great job they did cleaning up the park.  It looks fantastic!
Ruth Corrao for her time and loving care of the plants in the Education Building.  Ruth checked on the plants at least twice a week, and her presence will be missed!
Doug Hegerfeld, Katie Smith’s son, for his time and hard work he put into getting us our new refrigerator, including installing the panels and handles.
Bev Davidson for sharing the verse on the outside bulletin board with us.  
Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available for church and community trips.  Examples:


--Mother-Daughter Banquet;

--dentist, doctor, optometrist;

--worship services;

--hospital and Maplewood visits;

--doctor and dentist appointments;

--bank and other errands.
Call Kelli Straight, 588-2596, or the church office, 643-8387, to arrange for a ride.

Liz Bongard found this in a publication and thought people would enjoy reading it.
I Love First Church

by Barbara Hamilton

(Circa 1977)

I love First Church

I love First Church on a Sunday morn

Where we worship together because 

    a child was born –

I love the warm handclasps of “greeters”

    at the door and their friendly smiles –

I love the quiet hush just before the sermon

The interest and anticipation is keen

And then it’s finished, too soon, leaving 

    much to ponder o’er

I love the dear familiar hymns, the soft tones

    of the organ

Swelling to a rich crescendo – and then 

    fading, again, to a softer tone.

I love to sing “Shalom, my friends, we’ll

    see you again.”

To remember them in prayer whispering a

    soft “amen”

I can feel God’s presence everywhere

And he follows me home in the cold, 

    crisp air

And the feeling is warm and so good inside,

And I feel an enormous surge of pride in our

    church, yours and mine, it’s a quiet

    friendly place

And I love each dear and familiar face.

And I hope for many years to come

We can worship together on a 

    Sunday morn

Gathered together, because a

    child was born.
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EACH WEEK





TUESDAY


Bible Study @ 9:00 a.m.


WEDNESDAY


Men of A Chord @ 6:15 p.m.


FiNKS @ 6:30 p.m.


First Choir @ 7:00 p.m.


THURSDAY


Prayer & Study @ 9:15 a.m.











