March 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,

I’ve had some wonderful opportunities to get to know you since moving to this community.  I have been into your homes for a meal.  We’ve had some nice evenings out.  I’ve tagged along with you on your job.  We’ve gotten together to watch a sporting event or to go snowboarding.
I call this fellowship.
Fellowship is one of the great by-products of church life—having opportunities to spend time together and to grow in our relationships with one another.  I have good friends from every church that I have served or been a member of.  Those special people of the church will always be a part of my life’s story.

Some of you have long lasting friendships with people from this church.  Perhaps you went through confirmation together or served on a committee together.  Maybe you are friends with someone who joined the church around the same time you did.  Your relationships with the other members of this congregation have helped you to stay involved or become even more involved in the church’s ministry.
I believe that fellowship is a very important aspect of being the church.  We enjoy spending time with one another as we’re doing ministry.  The two go hand-in-hand.  Of all places, Christian churches ought to be supremely hospitable and friendly.  As the Body of Christ, the church is called to reflect the hospitality God has shown us in Jesus.
Do we at First UCC convey a spirit of an open, receptive community or a closed social clique?  What can we do in our church to promote fellowship and be welcoming of the visitors in our midst?  What can we do to build on the togetherness within our own membership?  I would like to see opportunities each week for fellowship. 

Church suppers.  Potluck dinners.  Special fellowship events.  Youth fellowship.  Coffee time.  All of these activities bring the people of the church together.  Not only are we being the church and providing a ministry, but we’re having fun as we’re doing it.








Blessings, Pastor Bill
Saturday Worship Services
An exciting time to praise God is set for Saturdays at 5 p.m.  The worship services will be from March 4 through May 27.
Annual Meeting Summary

from Dianna Woerpel

The annual meeting was held on Sunday, February 5, following the 9:00 a.m. Worship Service.  104 voting members were present.  Pat Barrett was appointed Parliamentarian, Emily Fuchs Head Teller, and Dana Gee and Kevin Larsen as tellers. The Secretary's 2005 report and Committee reports were accepted as printed in the Annual Report.  Robin Meier answered questions and explained current loans and lines of credit.  $66,000 is the amount of the outstanding loan on the new organ, and $20,000 is the current line of credit loan.  Pam Alwin and Robin Meier answered questions re: the compensation package for Pastor Denise.  Robin also explained the increased cost increases relating to heat, postage, and federal mileage guidelines.  The proposed budget will be less than presented due to only one minister.

 

Music Ministry loan was explained.  The original cost of the new organ was $163,000. After two years, the loan has been reduced to $66,000.  The current interest is $3,000 a year.  Goal is to continue to reduce loan amount.

 

Constitutional amendments were read and approved.

 

Rick Breininger, Shawn Liverseed, and Georgia Selden were elected to 3-year terms on Consistory.  Todd Pieper and Millie Steckelberg were elected to 2-year terms on Pastor/Parish Relations Committee.  No nominations from the floor.

 

Pastor Bill re-emphasized his Plans and Goals for 2006 as printed in the Annual Report, including commitment to Pastoral Care and visitations, an increased emphasis on Fellowship including Sunday Coffees, presence at committee meetings, support of Christian education, and an increased support and involvement of youth in the church.

Items from congregation included members offering support of Pastor Denise, some offering concerns re: affording two pastors and other concerns.

Acknowledgment was given to current Consistory members for their service.

Meeting ended with Pastor Bill leading congregation in prayer followed by Lord's Prayer.

Organizational Meeting of Consistory   from Dianna Woerpel
Immediately following the Annual Meeting, the Consistory met for purpose of electing officers.
The following members were elected:
President:  Pam Alwin
Vice President:  Daryl Matzke
Secretary:  Dianna Woerpel
Treasurer:  Jamie Wittwer
Consistory meetings will be held on the third Thursday of each month beginning at 6:30 PM.
Radio Broadcast
Sponsorship

Would you like to remember or honor a family member or friend by sponsoring a Sunday morning worship service radio broadcast?  There are still some dates available:  March 12 & 26; May 14; June 4; July 2, 16, & 23; September 17 & 24; November 5; and December 31.  Call Cindy in the office if you are interested in sponsoring one of these Sunday broadcasts.  Thank you!

Welcome the stranger: OGHS 

“When was it that we saw you thirsty …..”
Matthew 25:37

It’s truly remarkable what our gifts will do!  With our congregation’s gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, the UCC offers hope and well-being to people around the world.  Working with international ministry partners and with the domestic UCC disaster network, Wider Church Ministries uses our offerings to help people make vital basic improvements in their lives.
By giving to One Great Hour of Sharing, we connect with communities suffering from poverty, illiteracy, illness, and the dangers of wars and disasters.  By the time a crisis becomes news, like the 2004 tsunami, hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, and the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan, our offerings are already at work.

Thank you for supporting these ministries.  Together we can reach out around the world in compassion, adding hope and dignity to lives!  Please use the enclosed envelope for your gift and bring it to church on March 26.
Our Turn for Mobile Meals
Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of April 3rd and April 10th.   Two people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., please sign up at the back of the church.  Thank you!

Aluminum Pop Can Fundraiser
Bring in your “collection” of recycled aluminum pop cans and help defray the cost for the Germany youth retreat!  Please drop your pop cans off in the basement of the Educational Building – to the right of the steps.  Thank you!
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Easter Breakfast

Fundraiser
Mark your calendar for April 16: Breakfast at church.  Come and enjoy wonderful food and fellowship on this joyful day!  The proceeds will go toward the Germany youth retreat.  Watch for more details in future bulletins and the April SCOOP.
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March Christian Craft Clutch  from Diane Matzke
You know what they say, “Erin go craft.”  Well maybe they didn’t really say that, but we can!  March Craft Clutch will be Saturday, March 11, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Bring a favorite craft to work on and, if you’d like, a tasty treat to share.
Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “The Beatitudes.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m.  The offerings collected at these services support cooperative Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening 
Lenten Schedule

March 1                                   Concordia UMC
Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes)

Pastor John Smith: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”

March 8


First Presbyterian

Pastor Carol Quinn: “Blessed are the merciful.”

March 15


First UCC
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Blessed are the meek (humble).”

March 22


Bethlehem UMC/




Blackhawk
Pastor Bill Kapp: “Blessed are the pure in heart.”

March 29


Concordia UMC
Pastor Carol Quinn: “Blessed are the peace-makers.”

April 5


First Presbyterian
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst.”

April 14


First UCC

Good Friday
Pastor John Smith: “Blessed are those who are persecuted.”                                           3
Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday

Children’s palm procession – 10:30 service

Worshippers at both services receive palms

Thursday, April 13 – Maundy Thursday

7:00 p.m. 
Holy Communion Service

Friday, April 14 – Good Friday

1:00 p.m.
Ecumenical Cooperative Ser-



vice at First UCC
7:00 p.m.
Worship at First UCC with 


Holy Communion

Sunday, August 16 – Easter Sunday

8:00 & 10:30 Worship services with Holy


  Communion

Chili and Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 15, to raise money for our organ fund.  (The current balance of the loan is $66,000.)  Dinner will be served from 5 p.m. to about 7 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and dessert will, also, be served following the service.
Easter Flowers

We invite you to donate towards Easter lilies and palms in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.
Memorials

January 2006
Radio Ministry

We thank the sponsors of the February radio
broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:


None this month.





















In our church family
Mary & Steve Thurwachter
Barb & Randy Kuhnau
Toddy Loether & Judy Weinke

Lorraine & Harland Hartmann

Anniversary
Birthdays 
             March

Angela & Ross Mack, 10 years on March 2
John Trueb
 5



John Winiger
 6


Sally Beerkircher
 8


Evelyn Kaiser
 9

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Franz Wyttenbach
12

anniversaries in March!  (We acknowledge all
Sharal Steuber
13

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end
Lois Price
18

in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over.  Call the church office if
Calvin Sorg
18

we miss yours.)
Lloyd Oler
20



Irene Waffenschmidt
23



Hedy Taylor
25



Chuck Henning
25



Lucy Coenen
28

Ushers

8:00               March           10:30                    
 8:00                  April                10:30




Tammy Young
Rick Chamberlin
Phil Bongard

Kelli & Tim

   
Betsy 
Margaret & Tom
Dave Bongard
      Straight

Jackie Sliter
  McFarlane
Liz Bongard


Nadene & Todd
   Derek
Jamie Wittwer
Peggy Ganser


    Litscher
Pastor Bill Kapp -     Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                          Hours:  Monday through Friday:  9:00 a.m.–Noon

                                    Phone Number:  643-8387; E-mail:  office@ucc-saukcity.org
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March
 1
Ash Wednesday @ Concordia UMC – 7:30 p.m.
 4
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.

 8
Cooperative Lenten Service @ First Pres – 7:30 p.m.
10
Youth Retreat Weekend at the Dell’s

11
Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.

12
Youth Group Gathering – 6:30 p.m.

14
Finance Committee – 6:30 p.m.

15
Chili & Soup Dinner – 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.


Cooperative Lenten Service: We Host – 7:30 p.m.

Coffee & dessert following service
16
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.

18
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
19
Birthday Celebration for Pastor Bill – 9:00-10:00 a.m.
22
Cooperative Lenten Service @ Bethlehem UMC/Blackhawk– 7:30 p.m.
23
Juvenile Diabetes Garage Sale – 3:00-7:00 p.m., Education Bldg. basement
24
Juvenile Diabetes Garage Sale – 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Education Bldg. basement
25
Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
26
“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering

Youth Group Gathering – 6:30 p.m.

28
Happy Birthday, Pastor Bill
29
Cooperative Lenten Service @ Concordia UMC– 7:30 p.m.
Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult

Sunday School News

              from Margaret McFarlane

Our annual swimming party will be Sunday, March 5, from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  We have invited Concordia and First Presbyterian members to join us.  We’ll meet at the S.P.H.S. pool and enjoy our “Fun, Float, & Fellowship.”
During Lent, the Sunday School is collecting donations for the Mexican Children’s Refuge.  Pastor Herb and Bev Feierabend from our church are the coordinators of this home building project.

Donations can be sent to Sunday School or put in the offering plate. Donations should be turned in by April 30.

March is church camp month!  Students in grades K-6 will hear about camp.  (See separate article.)
Thanks for the great choir participation on February 19.  The Sunday School choir will sing again on March 19.  Grades 2-4 will share a special part.
A new candlelighter schedule will be made for April and May.  If your child would like to participate, please let me know 

(643-6327).

On Palm Sunday, April 9, all students are welcome to join in a palm procession at the 10:30 service.
  Mark your calendars: our Easter party will be Saturday, April 15, at 1:00 p.m.
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Happy Birthday,

Pastor Bill

The Sunday School wishes to invite you to a celebration for Pastor Bill’s birthday.  Please join us in the basement of the Education Building on Sunday, March 19.  We will enjoy cake, treats, and fellowship from 9:00-10:00 a.m.

*  Pastor Bill’s actual birthday is March 28th.

Youth Fellowship ~

Grades 7-12

Youth Fellowship will gather twice a month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Meeting dates will be on the second and fourth Sundays:

March 12 & 26

April 9 & 23

May 14 & 28

Church Camp Is For All Ages!
Campers gather in the community of creation to share meals, songs, campfires, star-gazing, worship, water sports, and more.  Church camp really is a wonderful way to relax, have fun, learn, and enjoy fellowship.

Brochures for the 2006 season have been mailed to those who participated last year; additional brochures are available in the literature racks and at the church office.  There are camps for young children all the way up to senior citizens.  Register for the camp you want by sending in the form and fee.  There are discounts if you register early!

The camp pot will be up at the back of church to remind everyone that we are collecting money to help our campers.  Money may be placed in the pot or offering plates, or sent to the church office.  A special offering will be taken on March 19.

LET US KNOW THAT YOU ARE REGISTERED.  If you have any questions about church camp, contact Margaret McFarlane or the church office.

Thank-you
From Evelyn Kaiser
Thank you to everyone who sent me cards and visited me during my recuperation.  Your thoughtfulness gave me a wonderful lift!  May God bless you all!

Reunion with Rieke’s

Pastor Bob and Sharon will be in Sauk Prairie for a few days in April.  A gathering is being planned for the afternoon of Sunday, April 9.  Please watch for more details in the April SCOOP.
 Rieke’s New Address

1172 Mitchell Avenue
Blaine, Washington  98230

Their phone number is the same.

Juvenile Diabetes Garage Sale  from Shawn & Heidi Liverseed

The church has offered basement space to host a garage sale/fundraiser for Juvenile Diabetes.  The sale will be Thursday, March 23, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., and Friday, March 24, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  All proceeds from the garage sale will be donated to the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation.  This is a very worthy cause as it afflicts several children in our own church.  The research that comes from the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation (also known as type 1 diabetes)  helps adults with type 2 diabetes as well.  We would be happy to accept any items for the sale!  If you care to donate items, please bring them to the church educational basement, or call Heidi & Shawn at 643-6835; and we would gladly come pick them up for you.  Whatever items do not sell at the garage sale will be donated to St. Vincent’s.  Thanks for your support!

SEEKING:

First Presbyterian Church in Prairie du Sac is looking for a Sunday School teacher for a multi-age level group with 6 students.  This is a paid position.  If you have questions or are interested, please call Pastor John Smith @ 643-8428 or Margaret McFarlane @ 643-6327.
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Each Week


Tuesday:


Bible Study – 9:00 a.m.


Wednesday:


Men of A-Chord – 5:45 p.m.*


FiNKS – 6:00 p.m. *


First Choir – 6:30 p.m.*


Thursday:


Prayer & Study Group - 9:15 a.m.





* Note change of time until Easter








