February 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


Living in community is never easy.  This is especially true when it comes to the life of the church.  An incorrect assumption is made that people of the church should always get along in perfect harmony because we are a Christian community.  But the fact of the matter is that the people of the church are a blend of different histories, traditions, outlooks and understandings.  Disagreements can often arise due to these differences.


Disagreements in the life of the church are nothing out of the ordinary.  Conflict has been a part of church life since the earliest days of the Christian church.  Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans partly because of conflict that had arisen there.  The church in Rome was a mixture of Jewish and Gentile believers.  At that point in time they were experiencing significant tensions between these two groups.


In the fourth chapter of Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Paul urged two women in that church “to be of the same mind in the Lord”.  Paul wrote the epistle partly because he had heard of quarrels which had broken out in the life of the church.  One quarrel in particular had grieved him, since the two women involved were both very dear to him.  He wanted Euodia and Syntyche to consider their dispute in a Christian spirit and to come to some sort of an agreement.  The two women were among the most active workers in the church, and had been so from the beginning.


 Paul wrote his letter to the Colossians because of conflict that had arisen there.  It seems the church was coming under the influence of false teachings.  Various traditions from different religions were blended to come up with something new.  Greek philosophy, cultic practices, Christianity and Jewish speculation were blended together to offer a “fuller” type of spiritual experience.  In this letter, Paul presented Jesus as the true Lord of the universe and highlighted love, thankfulness, and forgiveness as the marks of true spirituality.


Disagreements have always been a part of the church.  When they arise we must deal with them in a positive Christian way.  Jesus taught us in Matthew 18 that when conflict arises, we are to immediately go to that person in the spirit of Christian reconciliation.  We are to point out the concern privately and in lowly friendship.  The purpose is not to humiliate or condemn, but to gain a brother or sister in Christ.  In addition to dealing with disagreement proactively, we must also be willing to forgive.  Please remember that we are all forgiven sinners.  We are called to offer that same forgiveness to our brother or sister in Christ.


I am excited to be a part of this faith community.  I believe this is a healthy church in spite of our current struggles.  Let us deal with our disagreements in a positive way, looking to Jesus Christ for guidance and inspiration.
Blessings, Pastor Bill


Women’s Sunday
On February 12, we will celebrate Women’s Sunday at both worship services, which will be lead by women of our congregation.  All women are asked to wear bright colors to worship on Women’s Sunday. 

Cooperative Lenten Services
The theme for our Wednesday evening services this year is “The Beatitudes.”  This sharing of Lenten worship with our brothers and sisters in faith is a cherished tradition of our church.  Services start at 7:30 p.m.  The offerings collected at these services support cooperative Vacation Bible School, Church World Service, Habitat for Humanity, and Hope House.

Wednesday Evening Lenten Schedule

March 1 


Concordia UMC
Ash Wednesday
(Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes)
Pastor John Smith: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
March 8


First Presbyterian
Pastor Carol Quinn: “Blessed are the merciful.”
March 15


First UCC
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Blessed are the meek (humble).”
March 22


Bethlehem UMC/




Blackhawk
Pastor Bill Kapp: “Blessed are the pure in heart.”
March 29


Concordia UMC
Pastor Carol Quinn: “Blessed are the peace-makers.”
April 5


First Presbyterian
Pastor Jeff Virchow: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst.”
April 14


First UCC
Good Friday
Pastor John Smith: “Blessed are those who are persecuted.”
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February
5
Annual Meeting follows 9:00 a.m. service


(Childcare available at both service and meeting)
 6
Sunday School staff – 6:30 p.m.
11
Craft Clutch - 1-4 p.m.
12
Women’s Sunday

Youth Group Gathering – 6:30 p.m.

14
“Happy Valentine’s Day”
16
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
19
Youth Group – 9:10 a.m.


Sunday School Choir sings – 10:30 a.m.
26
Youth Group Gathering – 6:30 p.m.

March
1 Ash Wednesday Cooperative Service at 

Concordia UMC
Sunday Worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
FiNKS (confirmation class): Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Memorials report

          Radio Ministry

December 2005
Memorials received in loving memory of:
                       Ruth Strobel
In our church family
We thank the sponsors of the January radio broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:


Lucille Coenen & Lorene Sprecher

Vera & Zona Dickerson


Pat & John Shelby

Maxine Cairns



Ruth Hehenberger
We thank the July sponsors of

Anniversary

Birthdays 
       February
Shirley and Merton Moely, 64 years on Feb. 7
Ellen Henning
 1

Leona and Jack Shinker, 62 years on Feb. 14
Mabel Kuhnau
 1


Bill Wenzel
 6


Harley Lichtenwalner
 6


Jim Price
 7
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Evie Accola
12

anniversaries in February!  (We acknowledge all
Vera Dickerson
14

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end
Helen King
14

in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over. Let the church office
Jeanne Mueller
18

know if we miss yours.)
Maurice Schaefer
19

Lois Pieper
21


Theo Nelson
21




Ella Pacholke
22



Nettie Gander
24

Henrietta Fosnot
27


Cliff Pieper
28
Ushers

          8:00           February            10:30
Donna & Art Seitz
Terry Steuber
         *The 2006 usher and communion
Brenda & Steve Ott
Sue, Phil, & Jamie Barth         server schedules will be mailed soon.

Pastor Bill Kapp -     Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                          Hours:  Monday through Friday:  9:00 a.m.–Noon

                                    Phone Number:  643-8387; E-mail:   office@ucc-saukcity.org
Greetings From Your Music Director              by Dennis Kahn
It's hard to believe we are already more than a month past Christmas.  Both First Choir and Men of A-Chord are back at it preparing music for Sundays and Lent.  I would like to extend an invitation to any and all to come and join us to help make our worship as musically fulfilling as possible.

Also on a bright note, Phil Schwartz was able to get back to us to tune the organ just before Christmas.  We continue to receive fine service from Phil, and our organ continues to be a wonderful instrument!

Men of A-Chord and First Choir will modify rehearsal times due to the Lenten services.  Men of A-Chord will rehearse from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m., and First Choir will begin at 6:30 and conclude at 7:15 p.m.  This will allow members to be able to get to the Lenten services, which begin at 7:30 p.m.  This change will begin on March 1st.

I would like to thank everyone for his or her wonderful support of our music ministry here at First Church. 

Youth Group

    from Heidi Liverseed & Diane Matzke
We would like to meet Sunday, February 19, during the Sunday School hour.  We will begin viewing the movie, “Bruce Almighty.”  This movie is rated PG-13.  If parents have any questions, please call Diane Matzke at 644-9016 or Heidi Liverseed at 643-6835.
Youth Fellowship
Youth Fellowship will gather twice a month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Meeting dates will be on the second and fourth Sundays:

February 12 & 26

March 12 & 26

April 9 & 23

May 14 & 28

Sunday School News
   by Margaret McFarlane

Our "Bowling Bash" was a success!  50 people joined us at Riviera Bowl to either

bowl or spectate.

SUNDAY SCHOOL classes will not

be held on Sunday, February 5, due to 

the Annual Meeting.  During the 9 a.m. service and 10 a.m. meeting, there will be a nursery available and videos for school age students.

A new schedule of candlelighters is coming out.  Please call me at 643-6327 if your child would like to light candles at a Sunday service but did not sign up.

Students who volunteered to "Greet" 

on their Time and Talent sheets have been 

assigned to the third Sunday of the month.

The Sunday School Choir sounded great 

on January 15.  We will be singing again 

on Sunday, February 19, at the 10:30 service. Grades 5 & 6 will do something special before the choir sings.
Fun, Float, & Fellowship is on March 5 from 1:00-3:00 p.m.  (See separate article)
March will be church camp month.

February Christian Craft Clutch

Need time to make something for your sweetheart?  If so, join us for the Saturday, February 11, craft clutch.  We will meet from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Bring any project you are working on.  If you don’t have a project, stop by to see if crafts people are working on something of interest to you.  All are welcome!

Fun, Float, and Fellowship
The Sunday School invites you to our annual swimming party!  We will enjoy swimming and fellowship on Sunday, March 5, from 1:00-3:00 at the Sauk Prairie High School pool. Everyone is welcome ~~ there is no charge.  We are inviting our Sunday School friends from Concordia and First Presbyterian.  Each family is asked to bring one food item to share (chips, cheese, cookies, etc.)  We will share the snack around 2:30.  Plan on joining us for an afternoon of fun!
Fuel Fund

There is an envelope to donate to the Fuel Fund in your offering envelope box.  Please return your envelope this month.  Thank you!

Chili and Soup Dinner

The Women’s Guild is hosting a Chili and Soup Dinner on Wednesday, March 15, to raise money for our organ fund.  Dinner will be served from 5 p.m. to about 7 p.m.  Homemade chili and soups will be available along with bread, beverage, and dessert.  Cost: free-will donation.  Coffee and desserts will be served following the service.
Anyone who would like to make a soup or chili; donate a dessert, bread or rolls; or help with set-up or clean-up, please call Debbie Tschudy at 643-8697 or Marcia Nachreiner at 643-3668 or sign up at the back of church. 

All in the community are invited for good food and fellowship!
GIVING STATEMENTS

If you have not received your 2005 Giving Statement, please contact the church office at 643-8387.  Thank you!

OFFERING ENVELOPES

Offering envelopes can be picked up at the back of the church.  

ANNUAL REPORT

The 2006 Annual Report is available at the back of the church along with the proposed amendments to the Constitution.
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Each week


Tuesday:


Bible Study – 9:00 a.m.


Wednesday:


Men of A-Chord – 6:15 p.m.


FiNKS (confirmation) – 6:30 p.m.


First Choir – 7:00 p.m.


Thursday:


Prayer & Study Group - 9:15 a.m.








ANNUAL MEETING


Sunday, February 5, 2006


10 a.m., following


9:00 a.m. Worship Service





BRING YOUR ANNUAL REPORT








