January 2006

First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


The season of Epiphany begins January 6th and runs until Ash Wednesday.  Epiphany is the season of the church year that celebrates the coming of the Magi as the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles.


Historically, the celebration of the Epiphany is older than Christmas.  Christmas originated in the Western church during the fourth century.  The festival of the Epiphany can be traced to the late second century in Egypt.  On this day, the appearance of God was told through three stories: the visit of the Magi and the presence of God known in the blazing star; the baptism of Christ and the appearance of God in the form of a dove; and the miracle at Cana with God’s presence coming to light by turning water into wine.


All three spoke to the physical presence of God in and through creation.  All of these events are chapters in the story of how a helpless infant born in a Bethlehem stable brought salvation to the world.  Epiphany is the extension of the Christmas story.  The Holy Child in the manger was also the God who created the universe.


The three Magi, representing the races of humanity, paid homage to the newborn Savior with gifts.  One brought gold, a royal gift celebrating Christ’s role as sovereign of the people of the Jewish faith and his dominion in this world.  Another brought frankincense, a fragrance that heralded the child’s role as high priest.  And yet another brought myrrh, a symbol of the healing the Savior would bring to the world and the sorrows he would take on.


The Magi were a group of priestly scholars who devoted themselves not only to the study of religion but to the natural sciences, medicine, astronomy, mathematics, and astrology.  They devoted their lives to seeking wisdom.


The message of the Magi is further enacted with a house blessing, traditionally shared on January 6th.  Family members ask a minister to come to their home and bless it for the coming year.  Blessings of good health, humility, and goodness are pronounced. 


During Epiphany we celebrate the world receiving the light in the faces of the Magi.  We listen to the story of humankind recognizing its need for God, and turning from the dimness of human knowledge to journey toward the light of Christ.


Blessings, Pastor Bill

Dear Friends:

May you be blest by God in the new year!

Thank you to everyone for the greetings and kind remembrances I received at Christmas.  I hope that all of you have enjoyed a wonderful Christmas season.

As a new year begins we often look ahead, making resolutions, and we look back to see the journey a bit more clearly.  The year 2005 has been one of many transitions.  I delighted to work with Pastor Kendell during his interim time with us.  The past two months with Pastor Bill have been a wonderful time.  I have learned more about his working style, and his hopes for his ministry here at First United Church of Christ.  It is exciting to be part of this shared ministry.  In reflecting on 2005, I find renewed anticipation for 2006.  There is great opportunity in the coming year to expand the way we share Jesus with others, and to increase the ways we grow together as Christ’s body through fellowship, prayer, study and serving.  

May we receive God’s Spirit within us, and may we carry the gospel into this community with a new joy and hope! 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Denise

ONE DAY RETREAT: JANUARY 21, 2006

On Saturday, January 21, a one day retreat will be held.  The retreat is focused on one of the spiritual disciplines in Rev. Holly Whitcomb’s book, Practicing Your Path.  Rev. Whitcomb is a UCC minister in the Southeast Wisconsin Association.  She writes, 

I love walking.  It has not always been so.  The more I’ve done it, the easier it has become.  Now I really look forward to putting on my walking shoes and stepping out.  I depend on walking to keep me sane and loveable.  Walking offers me muscle tone and inner space.  Walking offers me robust energy and time to think.  I’m pretty good at walking by myself, but sometimes it’s rainy and dreary.  Sometimes it’s hard to make the effort to change clothes.  Sometimes I’m just too tired and feel like napping instead.  In the last two years I’ve joined a hiking club.  I still walk a lot of miles by myself, but I’m also relishing the camaraderie of walking with other people. . . Most importantly, however, my fellow hikers never cancel.  They show up in the rain.  They show up in the hail.  They show up if it’s a muggy one hundred degrees.  Their energy and commitment help me to show up, too.

Perhaps our physical paths and our spiritual paths are not so different one from the other.  We do not just slip into a satisfying spiritual life.  We practice it.  We practice it again and again and again.  We can grow enormously by practicing alone, but it also helps to have others show up to pay attention with us.  It is a delight to share the motivation and inspiration of companions: to benefit from their joys, their struggles, their empathy, and their support.  Practicing Your Path explores seven pivotal components of classical Christ spirituality: the practice of Sabbath, the practice of hospitality, the practice of intercessory prayer, the practice of fasting, the practice of stewardship, the practice of living into your call, and practice of accountability.  If we learn to live into these seven spiritual practices, we can live a life of integrity and fruitfulness.

If you seek an opportunity to explore a new path in your spiritual practices, or support someone else as they explore, please join us for this retreat.  Friends from outside the congregation are invited also.  The retreat will be from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the church.   There is no cost.  Lunch will be provided.  Please register by signing the reservation list in the Narthex or contacting Pastor Denise.

but by the grace and strength of God. It means that even if our plans don’t go exactly as expected, God’s plan will be fulfilled. It means saying, as many times as necessary 

Offering Envelopes

Envelopes will be available for pick-up at the back of the church beginning Sunday, January 1st.

2006 Communion Schedule
January 1, 2006
February 5, 2006: One Worship Service
March 1, 2006: Ash Wednesday
April 13, 2006: Maundy Thursday
April 14, 2006: Good Friday
April 16, 2006: Easter
May 7, 2006

June 4, 2006: Pentecost and Confirmation
July 2, 2006

August 6, 2006

September 3, 2006

September 30, 2006:  Saturday Worship
October 1, 2006: World Communion Sunday
November 4: Saturday Worship
December 3, 2006: 1st Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2006: Christmas Eve
Our Turn At The Food Pantry

The Sauk Prairie area churches and service organizations take turns helping at the Food Pantry.  On Saturday, January 21, we need eight volunteers to help with distribution from 9-11:30 a.m. Volunteers should be at least 12 years.  Volunteers assist patrons as they “shop” for items, help with setup, help with loading, and do a little restocking of shelves. If you can help please sign up at the back of church, or call the church office.

January Christian Craft Clutch
This is a good time to organize holiday photos!  January Christian Craft Clutch will be on Saturday, the fourteenth.  If you are interested, meet us in the basement of the Education Building from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  Hope to see you there!

Thank you’s

From Deb Tschudy
Thank you to Dianna Woerpel and Lois Pieper for doing the beautiful decorating for the Women’s Guild Christmas program.  Thank you to the ladies who brought desserts, also.  Thank you to Pastor Denise for leading the program with a beautiful prayer.  The ladies enjoyed sharing poems with one another and refreshments and snacks.

From Janet Lange

Thank you to everyone who remembered me with their prayers, phone calls, and cards while I was in the hospital and since my return home.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill and Pastor Denise for their visits.

From Evonne Kundert

Thank you, everyone, for the prayers and caring things that have been done for me since the accident.   Pastor Denise has stayed in contact with me since that scary night.  With her reassurance of the thoughts and prayers of my church, I have been given strength known only through God’s love in very difficult times.  Thank you and God Bless You All in the New Year!

Pastor Kapp’s Installation

You are invited to attend and celebrate the installation of Rev. William Kapp as Senior Pastor of First United Church of Christ on January 15 at 2 p.m.
A service of installation confirms and celebrates the covenantal relationship between the church, its pastor, and the United Church of Christ.  Installation is a sign that these covenantal partners are committed to share mutually in the mission and ministry of the church.  Members of the Search Committee will participate during the service and representatives from the various congregations around the Southwest Association will be in attendance.

A reception will be held after the service.  Cookies, bars, light snacks, punch and coffee will be served.    

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange

On Sunday, January 29, we’ll celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity with a pulpit exchange. Pastor Kapp will be at Zion Lutheran Church in Westfield at 9:00 a.m. and St. John’s Lutheran Church in Leland at 10:30 a.m.  Pastor Carol Quinn from Blackhawk UMC will be here.  This year’s theme is “Where Two or Three Are Gathered In My Name.”
December 15th Consistory Meeting

       from Dianna Woerpel, Secretary
Pastor Bill’s comments: * Installation will be January 15th at 2:00 p.m.  * Association per capita dues of $4.00 per member due.  Membership roll of the church will be reviewed for exact number. * Southwestern Association meeting will be Jan. 14th at Salem UCC in Verona and will address ways that the Church interprets religion as per scripture. * New communion schedule will offer communion on first Sunday of every month and on special events and religious dates. *Pastor Bill will be at Zion Lutheran Church in Westfield at 9:00 a.m. and St. John’s Lutheran Church in Leland at 10:30 a.m. for the Pulpit Exchange on Jan. 29th. *Considering separating youth fellowship into middle school and high school groups.
Pastor Denise’s comments: *Salvation Army drive went well. *Retreat Class will be scheduled for Sat., Jan. 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  *17 communions in homes, nursing homes, and hospitals.  Using a large print card for the services.  * Tea held for women who have been widowed since Pastor Denise started ministry here. *Bible Study and Adult Class going well. 

Committee Reports: Building and Maintenance:  Checking on moisture, roof and ice problems plus some plaster problems in bell tower area. Checking into need for additional handicap parking spaces.  Investigating industrial type carpet cleaner.  Members in Ministry: Linda Lange and Pastor Denise making visits.  Bread and jam made by members.  More volunteers needed.  Pastoral Development:  Meeting Jan. 12th. Program Committee:  Meeting Jan. 3 to plan for Pastor Bill’s Installation.  Finance Committee:  Reviewed suggestions and proposed 2006 budget.  Next meeting:  January 8th
Unfinished business:  *Job descriptions being developed starting with head custodian. *$2,070 donated in free will offering for Organ fund.  $11,053 remains in outstanding pledges. *Nominations discussed for Consistory.  *Revisions to Constitution discussed.  Will be presented to Congregation two weeks prior to Annual Meeting.

New Business:  *Salaries discussed in closed session.  *Facing and handles to be completed by Sub-Zero (Katie Smith’s son) on new refrigerator in main kitchen.  *Next meeting Jan. 12th at 7:00 p.m.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


January
 3
Program Committee: 5:30 p.m.
 8
  Youth Group:  9:10 a.m.

  Finance Committee: after 2nd worship service

  Youth Group Gathering: 6:30-8:00 p.m.
12
  Consistory: 7:00 p.m.
14
Christian Craft Clutch: 1:00-4:00 p.m.

15
Sunday School Choir sings at 10:30 service

  Pastor Bill’s Installation: 2:00 p.m.

18
FiNKS Theme Event

21
Spiritual Discipline Retreat: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

   First UCC Helping at Food Pantry: 9:00-11:30 a.m.

22
Sunday School Bowling: 1:00-2:00 p.m.
  Youth Group Gathering: 6:30-8:00 p.m.

29
Pulpit Exchange

Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) & 10:30 a.m. (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult; FiNKS: Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Memorials Report

          Radio Ministry


November 2005
Memorials in loving memory of Barbara
Hamilton, Verlyn Boettcher, and Wilbert
Reuter.
We thank the sponsors of the December 

radio broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday 

worship:


The Barth Family


Paul Schulz


Bev and Herb Feierabend


Emily and Bill Fuchs



H
We thank the July sponsors of

In our church family
Anniversaries
Birthdays              January
Verla and Ellis Buroker, 62 years on Jan. 1 
Zona Dickerson
 5

Alberta and Lawrence Meier, 63 years on Jan. 20
Maxine Cairns
 8

Ida Nelson
 11



Jack Kirner                     18

        
Harry Mann                    19

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Priscilla Loether
20 

anniversaries in January!  (We acknowledge all
Barb Meyer
20

birthdays 70 and over; anniversaries: first, all that end 
Inez Jonas
28

in 5 or 0, and all 50 and over. Please let Cindy know if we
Ruth Corrao
30

miss yours.)
Dorothy Knutson
30

Attention ushers, communion servers, and new members: If you want to be added to or deleted from the 2005 schedules, please contact the church office by Jan. 15.

Ushers

8:00              January         10:30                                8:00                February            10:30___

Sherry & Russ
Mildred Steckelberg
Donna & Art Seitz
Barth Family



Pieper
Bill Steckelberg
Brenda & Steve Ott
Terry Steuber

Gary Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer

  





Walt Dickerson


                 Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

                                               (signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Youth Group
    from Heidi Liverseed & Diane Matzke
The Sunday School Youth Group will meet Sunday, January 8, during the Sunday School hour.  Please meet us in the Youth Group room on the third floor of the Education Building.  Hope your holidays were filed with blessings!

Youth Fellowship
Youth Fellowship will gather twice a month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  Meeting dates will be on the second and fourth Sundays:

January 8 & 22

February 12 & 26

March 12 & 26

April 9 & 23

May 14 & 28

Sunday School News 

            from Margaret McFarlane
Classes will resume on January 8 at
9:10 a.m.  We will celebrate January birthdays.

Thanks to Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows that we decorate for the Christmas season.  Thanks to the 5th & 6th grade students and adults who helped paint them.
Thanks to all who contributed to our Harvest Home Table.  We delivered 347 pounds of food to the Food Pantry.  Special thanks to the Confirmation students that helped with the delivery!

The students did a wonderful job on the Christmas program.  They deserve lots of praise for their hard work!  Thanks to the staff, parents, and Pastors for helping make the program a reality.


The Sunday School choir will sing on January 15 at the 10:30 service. 


We are planning a bowling party on Sunday, January 22, from 1-2 p.m. at the Riviera Bowl.  The price is $3.00 per bowler (spectators are free).  The Sunday School will pay the balance.


If we cancel Sunday School due to bad weather, you will receive a phone call from one of the staff.


A personal thank-you for my gifts from the Sunday School.  The manger scene and frame are so special!


Pastor Bill Kapp -     Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249

                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


                                   Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon and by appointment 

                                    Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 643-0279

                                    E-mail: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                            Hours:  Monday through Friday:  9:00 a.m.–Noon

                                       Phone Number:   643-8387; E-mail:   office@ucc-saukcity.org
A pat on the back, a tip of the hat, and a great big

THANK YOU to:

Those who assisted with H.E.L.P.

The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project was again a great success!  The toys and teen items were made available to 60 adults.  Many thanks for all the wonderful donations.  We had a nice variety of good, used toys, and many brand new things.  As always, the monetary donations were appreciated, and were used to buy batteries and items for teens.  My sincere thanks to all the “elves” who helped with publicity, cleaned toys, repaired items, or helped during the distribution:

Pastor Bill

Dana & Savana Gee

Brian Cole
Shirley Mitchell

Sue Lloyd
Sharal Steuber

Lucinda Gruber

Amanda McFarlane
Thank you all for making the holidays brighter for Sauk Prairie children!

Margaret McFarlane, 

H.E.L.P. Coordinator

Those who made it Christmas:

Dennis Kahn, Kristy Litscher, First Choir & Men of A-Chord; Laura Maenche; all guest musicians and vocalists; Lois Pieper, Dianna Woerpel, Cecy Haines, Deb Tschudy, Jody Kapp, and all who helped with decorations; Margaret McFarlane for planning and directing the Sunday School program and for her work as coordinator of our H.E.L.P. project; ushers and communion servers; Advent candle lighters; and last but not least, Chris, our custodian.  Your time, talent, and efforts during this season are GREATLY APPRECIATED!

Those who contributed for decorations:

Sharal Steuber, in loving memory of Theron Steuber;
Joni & Jim Schwenn and Kim & Rick Peters Family, 
in loving memory of Darlene Schwenn;
Nettie & Larry Gander, in loving memory of Larry Dean Gander;
VaLera and Alton Accola, in loving memory of Roy Accola;
Doris Steuber, in loving memory of Ralph Steuber;
Iola Kamrath & Louie Weber, in loving memory of Mike;
Margaret & Jamie Wittwer, in loving memory of Clifford Wittwer;
Shirley & Merton Moely, in loving memory of their parents;
Dorothy & Walter Wendt, in loving memory of Lynn M. Wendt;
Liz Bongard & Family, in loving memory of Vic Bongard;
Roberta & Ron Lipka, in loving memory of Irene Kessler

Toddy Loether, in loving memory of Earl Loether;
Harley Lichtenwalner, in loving memory of Bennie Lichtenwalner;
Sherry & Russ Pieper, in loving memory of Tim Schiffman;
Kleo & Ted Harris, in honor of the kids in the military;
The Barth Family, in loving memory of Jacob Barth and Arthur Mayer;
Ginny & Fritz Wyttenbach, in loving memory of Kassie Wyttenbach;
Franz Wyttenbach, in loving memory of Kassie Wyttenbach;
Lorraine & Harland Hartmann, in loving memory of their parents;
Buford Wicklund, in loving memory of Dorothea Wicklund;
The Kundert Family, in loving memory of their parents, Henry & Ramona Kundert, and their Grandmother, Hilma Johnson
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Each Week:


Bible Study


Tuesdays at 9 a.m.


Men of A-Chord


Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m.


First Choir


Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.


Prayer & Study Group


Thursdays at 9:15 a.m.








Annual Meeting Preview





As stipulated by our constitution, we are to gather as a congregation on the first Sunday in February--the 5th this year--for an Annual Meeting. Business to be conducted includes a review of 2005, plans for our future, adoption of the 2006 budget, and election of Consistory and Pastor-Parish members.  The February 5th meeting will immediately follow the 9 a.m. worship.  Our 8 a.m. WRPQ-740AM radio broadcast will be pre-recorded.











