December 2005

First United Church of Christ


Dear Friends,

What a joyous season we are celebrating.  I wish Happy Holidays to all of you!

There are many activities within the church and each of us has much to do in our own lives as well.  I hope that we all may have moments of stillness between the “coming’s and going’s” ; moments when we again experience the awe of being so loved by God that God is willing to come to us;  moments of peace; moments of hope; and moments of contentment.  In these moments we hear the still, small voice of God and we are renewed in our spirits.

Our nation is still reeling from the devastating disasters of hurricanes, tornados, and floods.  The world has only begun to clean up and rebuild from the tsunami of almost a year ago, added to the terrible earthquake, and the displaced people from wars.  We are being asked to give of our time, our money, and our prayers.
At the same time we are asked within this community to remember those who are less fortunate here at home.  I deeply appreciate the many ways that so many of you responded, and continue to respond.  Others though are asking, “What can I do?”  Read this newsletter carefully, as there are ideas in it.  Speak with me to find out more ideas.

Jesus is a servant Christ.  All who claim him as Savior are invited into a fellowship of serving.  We are invited to care for others first.  When we do that, we are imitators of Christ.  This is the way in which the body of Christ serves Christ.  As we celebrate the birth of the fully human Jesus, may we also serve the fully divine Christ.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Denise

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


I have learned many lessons in my short time as a pastor.  These lessons have given me an understanding as to how I would like to carry out my role.

During my time in seminary, I did an internship at St. Paul UCC in Freeburg, IL.  My supervisor was a gentleman named Pastor Dan.  He was a very nice person and I learned a great deal under his leadership.  One of the most important things I learned from him had to do with the issue of pastoral accessibility. 

      As a pastor, I believe that accessibility is important.  The people of the church should be able to get a hold of the pastor.  I would hope that the people of the church would feel free to call me any time.


-If any pastoral care situations come up, I’d like to know.

-If you have a joy or a concern to share, I’d like to know.

-If you have a suggestion to make, I’d like to know.


My phone number is 370-2249.  I am only a phone call away.  Day or night.  Any day of the week.  This is a local phone call.  You don’t have to dial a “1” or a “608” before dialing.  Simply dial the number just like you’d call your neighbor across the street.

There are many times when I’m in meetings or in a hospital room and I won’t be available to immediately receive your call.  Please understand that you can leave a message and I will return your call as soon as I can.  

I especially want to know about people who are hospitalized or who are preparing for surgery.  I place a high priority on pastoral visits.

Blessings, Pastor Bill
For Your Convenience
The First United Church of Christ Youth Group is selling self-adhesive gift tags for the holidays.  These beautiful tags are handmade by the youth group.  Take special note of the “To:/From:” stamping of Pastor Bill.  Sales 
will be after the 8 o’clock church service and before the 10:30 church service.  The cost
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
will be 10 for $2.  Available while supplies last!  Thank you for your support!
Christmas Poinsettias
We invite you to donate towards poinsettias and greenery in memory or honor of a family member or friend.  All donations of $10 or more will be acknowledged in the SCOOP.  You may put your donation in the offering plate or take it to the church office.
Habitat for Humanity Cookie Sale

The annual Cookie Walk (it’s called that because you walk around the tables selecting the cookies you want) is Saturday, December 10.  It will be held at St. Al’s gym from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  This is your chance to support this housing ministry.  

Needed: bakers and workers to help on the 10th.  Cookies may be dropped off at Davis Duehr Dean Eye Office on Friday, December 9, and at the gym on Saturday morning.  If you can work at the sale, please call Nancy Schoepp at 592-4343.

This is a great way to get a variety of Christmas cookies without having to bake a lot of different kinds!

Cookbooks

The Sunday School has cookbooks available for Christmas gifts.  You can purchase these at the Church Office or call Margaret at 643-6327.  We have a few on the Usher’s stand.  (Please put $8 in the envelope for each book.)

H.E.L.P. this Holiday Season
The H.E.L.P. (Help Excite Little People) project will be collecting good, used toys and items for teens through December 15.  Donated items may be placed 

in the red sleigh, located inside the Washington Avenue entrance.  Monetary 

donations are also welcome.

We need “elves” to wash, repair, and 

organize the toys for distribution.  Please

consider helping with this all-church project 

on one or more of the following days:

Thursday, December 1
10:00 - Noon

Wednesday, December 7  6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 9
10:00 - Noon

Tuesday, December 13
10:00 - Noon

Thursday, December 15
 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Friday, December 16
10:00 – Noon

We work in the sanctuary basement at the

listed times.  Questions?  Call Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327.

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DECEMBER Scoop
December 
4
Caroling during Sunday School hour

5
Sunday School staff meets – 6:30 p.m.
 8
Women’s Guild Christmas Program – 7:00 p.m.

11
Christmas Music Festival – both services
          Youth Group Christmas Party – 6:00-8:00 p.m.

15
Consistory – 7:00 p.m.
 17
H.E.L.P. distribution – 8:00-9:30 a.m.                                                          
 18
Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30 service

 24
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 p.m.
 25
Organ Concert by Laura Maenche - 10:00 a.m.
          Christmas Day Worship Service – 10:30 a.m.

Sunday worship:  8:00AM (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30AM (childcare provided)

Sunday School:  9:10-10:10AM for ages 3 to adult

If you’d like a ride to any church service or program, call Kelli Straight at 643-3719
October Memorials
 No memorials or purchases to
 report this month.
Radio Broadcasts

We thank the sponsors of the November broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday Worship Service:

Bernie Sherwood
Jim & Joni Schwenn


Bob & Lorene Cushing
Kim & Rick Peters



Reta Lysenko

Jim Becker
In our church family

Anniversaries
Birthdays 
             December


Bev Feierabend
 4

Bev and Herb Feierabend, 52 years on December 19
Ellis Buroker
 4

Lorene and Ervin Sprecher, 68 years on December 20
Ruth Hehenberger
 7

Shirley and Duane Soelle, 30 years on December 22
Russ Pieper

          8

Deborah and Arnold Wells, 10 years on December 29
Lucile Gasner
 9


Thelma Niederklopfer    13

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Herman Zech
16 anniversaries in December!  Let the office know if we
Alberta Meier
18
miss yours.  We acknowledge 70 and over birthdays
Arlene Schara
19
and anniversaries ending in 5 or 0.
Verna Wenzel
25











Mert Moely

         28

Ushers

8:00              December         10:30                    8:00              January             10:30______

Gloria & David
Cliff & Todd
Russ & Sherry Pieper
Milly Steckelberg

   Ramsey
   Pieper
Gary Dickerson
Bill Steckelberg
Rhonda & Mark
Ed & Rita
Walter Dickerson
Jamie Wittwer
    Pierick
   Larsen 



Pastor Bill Kapp -     Office Hours: Wednesday through Friday: 8:00-Noon; 

                                                            Saturday: 8:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment


                                 Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 370-2249
                                    E-mail: bill_kapp@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

                                       Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon and by appointment 

                                    Office phone: 643-8387; Home phone: 643-0279

                                    E-mail: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org
Office                         Hours:  Monday through Friday:  9:00 a.m.–Noon
                                   Phone Number:   643-8387; E-mail:   office@ucc-saukcity.org
We extend our heartfelt sympathies to:

· The Family of Wilbert Reuter 
· The Family of Verlyn Boettcher 

· Sheila Rahl on the death of Bill

· Audrey Zimmerman on the death of her sister

· The Family of Barbara Hamilton
Hospital/Before Surgery Visits

Pastor Bill and Pastor Denise are willing to visit people in the hospital.  With the new privacy rules, the only way the pastors know about hospitalizations and surgeries is if the people tell them.  Please, if you have upcoming surgeries or are hospitalized and want a visit, let the pastors know.

Thank-you’s
From Arthur Seitz
I’d like to thank everyone for their cards, concerns, and prayers while I was in the hospital and after my return home.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits and prayers while in the hospital.
From Iola Kamrath and Louie Weber
We want to thank everyone for their get-well cards and prayers while Iola was in the hospital.  Thank you to Pastor Bill for his surprise visit.  It has all meant so much to us!  Thank you!  
From Sarah Smith
Dear First UCC:  Thank you for your help in sending me to church camp.  I had a great time at camp.  I have been going to Pilgrim Center for four years, and it gets better every time.  We do a lot of fun stuff at camp like fishing, canoeing, sailing, stream walks, games, and much, much more.  I had a lot of fun!  Thank you!
From Hazel Boettcher
The family of Verlyn Boettcher would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and gifts of money.  All your kindnesses are greatly appreciated.  Thank you, Pastor Denise, for the nice service.
From Louise Reuter
The family of Wilbert Reuter would like to thank everyone for their prayers and cards.  All your thoughtfulness was appreciated.
Thank-you to:
Ted and Kleo Harris for painting the park shelter!
The Tuesday morning Bible Study group would like to thank Pastor Denise for her knowledge, inspiration, and her zest for the Bible that she shares with us each week.  Pastor Denise has taken us on a journey through the Bible, and we are hungry for more.  We look forward to many more years of this wonderful Bible Study!

Caroline Steuber for making the bulletin board festive and informative each and every month of the year.

Our thanks to all whose willingness to serve made for a great series of fall Saturday services. First and foremost, thanks to our organist/piano player, Laura Maenche, whose service and special music was the “glue” holding everything together. Thanks to all those who provided special music and read scripture!
The Women’s Guild ladies: Janiece Brickl, Sherry Pieper, Diane Matzke, Rita Larsen, Millie Larsen, Debbie Tschudy, Rod and Carol Hehenberger; Linda from Head Start; and Chris Garcia for helping with the church annual cleaning day on November 5.  The church smelled freshly cleaned.  Everyone really enjoyed the potluck after all the hard work of cleaning.
Everyone for their hard work raking leaves in our church Park on November 12.  Thank you to Pastor Bill (who even stayed to rake with his tie on); Herman Tschudy for bringing his tractor; Tammy Young and Rick Peters, and their FiNKS groups for their hard work.  We actually got it done in one afternoon before the wind and rain!  Everyone enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies after.
All the members who baked pies for the community Thanksgiving dinner and to Chuck and Ruby McFarlane for delivering them to the High School.
Dana Gee for painting the outlines for the windows we decorate for Advent.  Thanks to the students and adults who helped paint them on November 27.
Cecy Haines, Jody Kapp, Deb Tschudy, and 

Dianna Woerpel for decorating the church to celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Sunday School news 

     by Margaret McFarlane

Thanks to all who sang on November 20. 


We raised $125 for UNICEF.  Thank you for helping with this worthy project!

Students will be scheduled to light candles before worship from now until the end of the Sunday School year.  Please let me know if your child would like to do this but has not signed up.


The Sunday School choir will sing on December 11 & 18 at the 10:30 service.  


The Sunday School hour has been extended until 10:20 through December 18.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.


White Gift Sunday will be December 11.  

Students are asked to bring a gift (new or
gently-used item) wrapped in white tissue
for our H.E.L.P. project.
The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 18, at the 10:30 service.

We will have program practice on Saturday, December 10 & 17, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the Christmas Program need to be present.  Pre-K, K, 1st grade, and choir only students will be dismissed immediately after they practice. 

We will be Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 4, during the Sunday 
School hour.  Everyone in the family is welcome to join in!  Meet in the hall on the 2nd floor.
· There will be no Sunday School on 

December 25 or January 1.  Classes resume on January 8.
Consistory Report: Meeting of November 10, 2005
Pastor Denise reported on her continuing education experiences at the College of Preachers, National Cathedral, Washington, DC.  She also reported there will be four baptisms in November.  Pastor Bill is initiating monthly staff meetings; reported on a recent confirmand retreat at the Pilgrim Center; hopes to start more fellowship opportunities for middle school/high school youth, i.e., WI Dells Youth Quake (see page 9); is getting to know more church members; and discussed the Southwestern Association’s youth trip to Mohers, Germany in June of 2006 that he had previously committed to leading (see page 10).  The trip was approved by Consistory with the possibility that some youth from our church might go.  Committee reports:  Members in Ministry recently had a luncheon celebrating their work.  They need help in getting addresses of visitors so bread and jam baskets can be delivered welcoming people to our church and community.  Building and Maintenance:  Problems with radio transmissions being investigated.  Possible will need one new headset.  Program Committee:  Pastor Bill’s installation will probably be in January.  Finance:  Robin Meier present to answer questions re: proposed budget and current financial, accounting status.  Decision to send out letters to congregation reminding them of balance of organ loan and its annual interest and to remind those still with outstanding pledges.  Discussion also of having periodic church suppers to help pay for balance on organ loan.  Old business included job descriptions to be developed for all church employees so that periodic reviews can be done.  A second letter informing church members of the primary areas of responsibility of the Pastors will be sent with the organ loan fund letter.  Areas of responsibility were developed by both Pastors, Pastor Bob Mutton, and input from Consistory.  They will be reviewed periodically.  Church attendance and giving were up in October.
 
Members in Ministry
Do you like to meet people?  Is conversation with another person an enjoyable activity?  Are you a person with compassion?  Do you have one hour each month for service in the church?  

We need YOU!!!
Members-in-Ministry (M&M’s) invites you to become part of the Care Visit Team (CVT).  CVT members visit those in our congregation who are unable to get out and about, those who are residents in care facilities, and those recovering from hospitalizations.  This is a rewarding ministry that is vital to our fellowship.  Unfortunately, the list of people to be visited is growing, and the list of CVT members is shrinking.  Visits take place anytime during the month, weekday or weekend.  This is an opportunity for those who work outside the home, and those who work in the home.  If you can help us, please call Pastor Denise at 643-8387 or Linda Lange at 643-2374.

Members-in-Ministry Luncheon

Members-in-Ministry Care Visit Team had a luncheon on November 10, 2005.  The luncheon was prepared by Linda Lange and Pastor Denise in appreciation for the wonderful ministries the team members have done throughout the years.  Pastor Denise will be heading up Members-in Ministry as one of her primary emphasis.  She asked for team members to help her fill in the list of those people to receive visits, and also asked for ideas of people to invite to be part of the team.  Some milestones were celebrated: Liz Bongard – 103 visits + meals, VaLera Accola – 176 visits, Esta Eschenbauch – 126 visits, Evie Accola – 211 visits, Margery Cruse – 9 visits, Verda McFarlane – 73 visits, Ruby McFarlane & Irene Waffenschmidt – 162 visits, Herb & Bev Feierabend – 42 visits, Sharal Steuber 43 visits, Bill & Penny Roth – 93 visits, Cliff Pieper 155 visits, Linda Lange 23 visits + meals, and Heidi Liverseed – 1 visit + meals.  It was a wonderful luncheon of good food and great fellowship.  We appreciate the ministries done. 

Wentz Celebrate 50th
Rev. Roger & Frances Wentz will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on December 30, 2005.  Cards may be sent to: P.O. Box 126, Black River Falls, WI 54615.  (There are labels on the bulletin board as you walk into the church with the Wentz’ address on them.)
Poinsettias Donated By:

(as of November 29, 2005)
Sharal Steuber, in loving memory of Theron Steuber;
Joni & Jim Schwenn & Kim & Rick Peters Family, in loving memory of Darlene Schwenn;
Larry & Nettie Gander, in loving memory of Larry Dean Gander;

Valera Accola, in loving memory of Roy Accola;
Doris Steuber, in loving memory of Ralph Steuber;

Iola Kamrath and Louie Weber.
Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed
Pastor Denise has put the sign-up schedules out for Bell Ringing.  The locations are Ace Hardware and Piggly Wiggly.  The dates are: Friday, December 9; Saturday, December 10; Friday, December 16; and Saturday, December 17.  This is an important mission for our community, and all who help are deeply appreciated.

Donations for 2005

Donations must be received in the church office by Noon on Thursday, December 29, in order to claim them for 2005.  Thank you!

Advent Adult Class

The Adult Class meets during the Sunday school time in the lower level of the education building.  For Advent the class is looking at the scriptures for Advent and how they are presented in Handel’s Messiah.  This is a quick four week time, so all are welcome!

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

The Tuesday morning Bible Study is inviting people to join them.  They meet from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  A new study is beginning on the Holy Spirit.  The group will be reading and discussing a book by Catherine Marshall.  Please join in on December 6!

2006 Calendars

2006 church calendars are available at the entrances.  We thank Hooverson Funeral Homes for providing these.

And the winners are . . .

The giant pumpkin weighed in at 125½ pounds.  Youth winners were Danielle Bass and Austin Perry, who both guessed 125 pounds. The adult winner was Jim Becker with a guess of 125 pounds, also.  About 100 people made a guess.  Thanks to Jim Schwenn, father of Kim Peters and friend of the church, for donating the wonderful pumpkin!
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Each week:


Tuesdays


Bible Study – 9:00 a.m.


Wednesdays


Men of A-Chord – 6:15 p.m.


FiNKS –6:30 p.m.


First Choir – 7:00 p.m.


Thursdays


          Prayer & Study Group


                     9:15 a.m.

















