November 2005


First United Church of Christ

Dear Members and Friends of First UCC,


I am thankful that my search for a new church home has brought me to First UCC in Sauk City, WI.  We have been humbled by the warm welcome we have received.  


It all began this past May, when I came to town for my job interview.  First impressions mean a lot and we were impressed right away with the warmth and kindness displayed by the Search Committee.  The hospitality they extended helped us to relax and enjoy the visit.  It also made us realize this was the place we wanted to be.

I came to town for my trial sermon a month and a half later.  After the worship service the people of the church had a big reception for us in the church basement followed by a nice brunch with members of the Consistory and the Search Committee.  We met many friendly people on that day.

A couple weeks ago some members of the congregation helped us move.  Talk about a tough job.  I can’t thank those nice people enough.  They moved couches, big pieces of furniture, and numerous boxes marked fragile.  They even set up our beds and hooked up our new stove before they finished.  Those movers made a tough day much easier to deal with.   

The warm reception has continued with people dropping by the church and our home with welcome gifts and food.  This has been much appreciated.

I am hopeful that this extravagant welcome isn’t just limited to new pastors.  If a stranger or a person new to the community visited First UCC on a Sunday morning, would they feel as welcome as I did?

There are many gospel stories of Jesus welcoming a stranger into His midst.  Part of our calling as the church is to continually reach out to others in the spirit of Christian love.  Let us always strive to provide hospitality to the stranger.

And when the stranger feels welcome, they will want to come back again and be a part of this church community.  I know I did.

Blessings, Pastor Bill

Pastor Denise’s Page

Dear Friends,

Welcome Pastor Bill, Jody, Jacob, and Ben!

We rejoice to have the Kapp family with us.  We rejoice to have Pastor Bill in ministry here at First United Church of Christ.
I am excited for the mutual ministry we will share and the ways that our gifts compliment one another.  Pastor Bill and I met with Rev. Bob Mutton the end of August.  Each of us will have areas that are of primary emphasis.  We will share other areas of ministry.  My primary emphasis are visitations of those unable to come to worship, the Members in Ministry facilitation, continuing to work with the Mission in Motion group, the creation of small group ministries, and adult education.  Pastor Bill and I share in the leading of FiNKS, in pastoral care, in hospital visits, weddings and funerals.  Pastor Bill has his primary emphasis in Christian Education, youth, worship, preaching, and administration.
I look forward to the days ahead, as both of us are in ministry with all of you.  May we grow in faith as we serve the Lord.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Denise

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship
Our Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be at St. Aloysius on Wednesday, November 23, at 7:30 p.m. There will be an ecumenical choir.  You are asked to bring food for the food pantry to the service.  Join our community in giving thanks to God for his many blessings!

Thanksgiving Fellowship Dinner
The dinner will be held at Noon on Thanksgiving Day at the high school.

It is open to anyone wanting to share a good meal with others; there is no charge.  Home delivery and carry-outs are also available.  Please call the church to make reservations for the meal.  

Lunch with Pastor Bill
Pastor Bill would like to get to know each of you better and would enjoy sharing lunch with you!  

He will be available at Noon on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays and will come to your 

home. If you would like to schedule a lunch 

time with Pastor Bill, please call the office at 
643-8387.
Pastor Bill’s Office Hours   and Phone Numbers
*   Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays:
                         8:00 a.m. – Noon

*  Thursdays:  9:15-10:30 a.m.:

Prayer and Study Group


 *  1st and 3rd Friday mornings: meeting


     out-of-the-office

*   Saturdays:  8:00-10:00 a.m.

*   Available at other times via appointment

*   (608)370-2249  (cell: has this with him
                                always)

*   (608)370-2182 (home)

Our Turn for Mobile Meals

Churches and service organizations in the Sauk Prairie community take turns delivering these meals to the homebound.  First United Church of Christ is responsible for the weeks of November 21 and November 28.  Two people (a driver and a “runner”) are needed.  If you are available between 11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m., please sign up on the form at the back of the church.

Pies Needed
We’ve been asked to provide pies for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner again. Please use disposable pans and bake a pie or two that doesn’t need to be refrigerated. The pie sign-up sheet is at the back of the church.  Bring pies the evening of the 23rd or by 9:00 a.m. on the 24th.  There’ll be a table for the pies in the Education Building entryway.

Women’s Guild Annual Cleaning Day at Church

All are invited to help with our fall cleaning day on Saturday, November 5.  We’ll work from 9:00 a.m. until Noon, then share a potluck.  There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the church.

Share your bounty
Our Sunday School is again sponsoring the Harvest Home Table. From November 6-27, you can bring non-perishable food, cleaning supplies, and toiletries to place on the table in the narthex.  All items will be donated to our local Food Pantry.  (Baking items and mixes, baby food, formula, bar soap, laundry & dish detergent, cleaning products, diapers, and personal care items are especially appreciated.)  The Pantry likes to use their financial resources to purchase protein foods which are essential for good nutrition but difficult and expensive to donate.
Saturday Worship Services
We continue our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services through the month of November.

Please join us for all our worship opportunities!

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

November

  5
Women’s Guild Annual Cleaning Day

  6
Holy Communion


7th-12th Grade Youth Meet at 9:10 a.m.
  8
Finance Committee – 6:30 p.m.

 10
Members in Ministry Luncheon at Noon.
 12
 Christian Craft Clutch: 1:00-4:00 p.m.

 17
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
 20
 Sunday School choir sings at 10:30 service

 23
Thanksgiving Service – 7:30 p.m. at St. Al’s

24      Community Thanksgiving dinner – Noon at the Sauk-Prairie High School
27      5th & 6th graders paint Church windows for Christmas at 1:00 p.m.
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m.  (through November)

Sunday worship:
8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

 Sunday School:

 9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
Memorials Report
Radio ministry

   September 2005
We thank the sponsors of the 

October radio broadcasts of our 

In loving memory of Clifford James Wittwer
8:00 a.m. Sunday worship:
  


Dorothy & Duane Kundert





Doris Steuber





Jan & Cliff Lawton


Georgia & Frank Selden





Debbie & Herman Tschudy

In our church family

Anniversaries
Birthdays            November
Lorraine and Harland Hartmann, 51 years on Nov. 6 
Harold Malone
 2

Rita and Ed Larsen, 30 years on Nov. 8
Art Zerler
 9

Robin and Ken Meier, 25 years on Nov. 15
Helen Aspero
10
Delphine and Richard Patterson, 59 years on the 26
Ardis Trueb
11

Mary Ann and Gordon Hartmann, 45 years on Nov. 26
Shirley Soelle
12
 Ardis and John Trueb, 59 years on Nov. 27
Roger Diehl
15 


Hazel Boettcher
17
Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and
Warren Wittwer
23

               anniversaries in November!
Helen Stewart
29

Ushers

8:00              November         10:30                    8:00              December             10:30______

Linda & Dick
Esta Eschenbauch
Tina Wilkinson
Cliff Pieper

   Lange
Tom Litscher
Gloria Ramsey
Todd Pieper

Beth Steffen
Nina & Mike 
Rhonda & Mark
Rita & Ed Larsen

   
  Boss
   Pierick  

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Sunday School News 

                          by Margaret McFarlane

Our fall event was held Sunday, October 16.  Sixty people enjoyed the fun at Green Thumb Farms!
The Sunday School choir will sing at the 10:30 service on November 20.
UNICEF boxes were sent home for those who would like to collect for this worthy cause.  Money is due back November 13.

On Sunday, November 16, at the 10:30 service, we will be presenting Bibles to the second grade students.  (Also to students in grades 3-6 who haven’t received one.)

Our HARVEST HOME TABLE will be set up November 6-27 at the back of church to collect food for the Food Pantry.  Students can bring non-perishable food, cleaning, and personal care items to class or they can put it on the table.

5th & 6th graders are invited to paint the windows for Christmas on Novem-ber 27 at 1:00 p.m.

The Sunday School hour will be extended until 10:20 on November 27, December 4, 11, and 18.  This will allow extra practice time for the Christmas program.

The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 18, at the 10:30 service

We will have program practice on Saturday, December 10 and 17, at 9:30 a.m.  All students taking part in the program need to be present for both practices.  Please call me if this is a problem.  Pre-K, K, and 1st grade students will be dismissed after they practice.
You can Help Excite Little People!

The red sleigh is out in the Education Building entryway, and it is again time to think of our holiday toy collection.  From now until mid-December, we’ll be collecting good, used toys and items for teens to distribute to less fortunate children in our community.

You can participate by:

· Spreading the word that we’re collecting toys.

· Bringing toys to put in the sleigh.

· Making monetary donations if you don’t have any toys to “recycle”.
· Volunteering to be an “elf”.  Elves wash and organize the toys.  Our first toy washing sessions will be Monday, November 14, from 10:00-Noon and Monday, November 28, from 10:00-Noon.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret

McFarlane at 643-6327. 
FiNKS FUN NIGHT
     The Crazy Parent Committee

When:    Wednesday, November 2

     6:30-8:00 p.m.

Where:   Rick & Sue Chamberlin’s
               438 6th Street, PdS

The Chamberlin’s are hosting a Bonfire for the FiNKS students.  Please dress warm and bring a lawn chair, blanket, etc.  Please go directly to the Chamber-lin’s home and arrange to be picked up there at 8:00 p.m.  We will still meet at this location even if it’s raining!  We look forward to seeing you all there!  
Women’s Guild Christmas Program
The annual Women’s Guild Christmas program will be Thursday, December 8, at 7:00 p.m., in the Education Building basement.  Refreshments will follow.
Christian Craft Clutch

November’s Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, November 12, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  We do scrapbook, crochet, knitting, and anything you would like.  Come and have some fun!!  Due to the busy season, there will not be a craft clutch during the month of December.  Enjoy the holidays!

Thank-you’s
From Waunita Fradette
A big “thank you” to the many friends who remembered me with beautiful cards and telephone calls on my 90th birthday.  Each one is a special blessing and brings a happy moment to the process of getting older!  Thank you all, and God bless each one.
From Margaret and Jamie Wittwer
We want to thank everyone who sent beautiful cards and made caring phone calls to us in remembrance of our brother and uncle, Manfred.  All your kindnesses are so greatly appreciated!
”A Thanksgiving Prayer”
        From the Hostess/Host  (
Lord,
We humbly ask Thy blessing on the turkey and the dressing, on the yams and the cranberry jelly, and the pickles from the deli.

Bless the apple pie and tea, bless each and every calorie.  Let us enjoy Thanksgiving dinner.  Tomorrow we can all get thinner.

For all Thy help along the way, we’re thankful this Thanksgiving day.  We’re thankful, too, for all our dear ones, for all the far away and near ones.

Although we may be far apart, we’re together in our hearts.  Keep us in thy loving care.

This is our Thanksgiving prayer.

P.S.  Anyone who wishes may help with the 
        dishes.
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Every Week





Tues. – Bible Study at 9 a.m.


Wed. – Men of A-Chord at 6:15 p.m.


             FiNKS at 6:30 p.m.


             First Choir at 7:00 p.m.


Thurs. – Prayer & Study at 9:15 a.m.








