FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

504 Washington Avenue

Sauk City, WI  53583
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

October

1&2
World Communion
              ** Potluck for Pastor Kendell **

 3
Sunday School Staff Meeting– 6:30 p.m.
 8
 Christian Craft Clutch – 1:00-4:00 p.m.

16
Children’s Sunday at the 10:30 a.m. service

  Sunday School Teachers Commissioned


Sunday School Trip to Green Thumb Farms
18
 Pastor Bill’s first day in the office  (
20
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
23
 Youth Group – 9:10 a.m.
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m.  (starts September 10)

Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
Memorials report

          Radio Ministry


August 2005
No memorials received.
We thank the sponsors of our September
Broadcasts of the 8 a.m. worship service:


Buford Wicklund

Jan Barry Lawton
Buford Wicklund


Lorraine & Harland Hartmann 

Marcia Thompson


H
We thank the July sponsors of the

In our church family

Anniversaries
Birthdays 
             October


Iola Kamrath
4

Verna and Bill Wenzel, 61 years on Oct. 6
Lucinda Gruber
8
Janet and Kevan Clemons, 56 years on Oct. 7
Violet Werla
10

Alma and Roland Krenz, 60 years on Oct. 21
Ed Giese
12

Lois and Jim Price, 56 years on Oct. 22
Henry Kuhnau
14
Corrine & James Jonas, 35 years on Oct. 24
Ruby McFarlane
19
Donna and Art Seitz, 53 years on Oct. 29
Louise Reuter
22
Sherri and Doug Steuber, 35 years on Oct. 31
Lorene Sprecher
29


Merton Zick
29

Lorraine Hartmann
30


Chuck McFarlane
30

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and

 

anniversaries in October!

Ushers

8:00                October             10:30                          8:00              November             10:30_

Barb Brock
Jan Van Keuren
Linda & Dick
Esta Eschenbauch

Liz Bongard
Diane & Dick
  Lange
Tom Litscher

Debbie & Herman
   Bensenberg
Beth & Rudy
Nina & Mike Boss

    Tschudy
Brian Cole
  Steffen


                      Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

                                          (signup sheet is on table in narthex)
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The Mission Trip
       by Chris Lendved

A few weeks ago, we went on a mission trip to Minneapolis.  We stayed in an Urban Immersion Center.  At the Urban Immersion Center, they educated us about the problems of the poor and homeless people, explaining why they have the problems they do, and how we can help them.  Then they sent us off into the community to help with various community service projects.

On the first day we worked, we were at the Hope House.  The Hope House was a project started many years ago to buy up the crack houses, and then provide affordable housing to deserving people.  Now, they own almost every house in one, once very bad neighborhood.  Our mission here involved a lot of hard landscape work around the houses.  We planted flowers, raked, cleaned up garbage, dug up old roots, and did whatever else we could around the Hope Houses to make them even nicer places for families to live.

Early the next morning, we were off to a new mission.  This time we went to the Salvation Army and helped them serve breakfast to homeless people.  Some of us directly served the food, others just helped prepare food and helped get ready for them to serve lunch, even though we’d be off to somewhere else by the time it was lunchtime.  Working at the Salvation Army really makes me appreciate what we have.  The food, which these people were very happy to be getting, was very low quality.  It was food that most of us would have thrown out if we saw it sitting in our refrigerator.
The final place we worked was at a church co-op, with a program designed to help refugees from foreign countries.  Our job here was very boring, but we know how much it was appreciated.  What we did was put together packets about Minnesota for a few hours.  Then they give them to refugees to help them understand how things work around here.  Our work here saved a lot of time for the people here who work directly with the refugees.

The three missions we were involved in are not all we did to help.  For dinners, we ate at a soup kitchen and had speakers talk to us to give us more understanding of their problems.  We learned that often it is not their fault that they have had bad luck and have very little money.  It is the system that just gives assistance and does not provide a way, even for hard workers, to get out over poverty.  This is what our final mission is about, informing people and trying to change the system so that hopefully in the future we can put an end to poverty, rather than just giving some help that really won’t help all that much in the long run.

Guess How Much It Weighs
“It” is our great pumpkin!  Jim Schwenn has again donated one of his great pumpkins to the church.  Write your guess and name on a paper slip by the pumpkin (one guess per person please) and place it in the pink plastic pumpkin.  We will take entries through October 23rd.
Coffee Fellowship

Coffee will be served after the 8:00 a.m. church service once-a-month.  Which Sunday it will be will vary due to other commitments within the church.  Hope you can join us for this fellowship!

Funeral Luncheons

At the annual meeting of the Women’s Guild, it was decided to use TJ’s Catering for funeral luncheons.

Kids Koat Collection

Concordia United Methodist is collecting coats and winter gear for kids and teens.  There will soon be boxes in our entryway for you to place donations:  clean and in good repair please.  The collection deadline is October 17th.  Thank you!

Thank You’s

From Alma Krenz

I want to thank everyone at First United who signed my get-well card, to the Prayer Circle for their prayers and get-well cards, and everyone else who sent me cards.  I want to especially thank Pastor Kendell for his visits to our home and the hospital in Madison.  I will never forget your kindness and concern.  Thanks again!  Love, Alma

ADULT CLASS ON SUNDAYS

Do you have kids in Sunday School?  Are you free on Sunday mornings from 9:10-10:10?  Do you have questions about God, Church, the Bible, faith?  Do you have understandings you want to share with others?  Do you just want to hang out with some great people for an hour?  If you can answer yes to any of these questions, then you are exactly the person we want to be part of the Adult Class on Sunday mornings.  The class will explore some the Bible’s great themes traced through Old and New Testaments.  The first study is seven sessions titled God is Faithful.  “At the heart of the Bible’s story is a relationship between God and people, sparked by God’s initiative, sustained by God’s promise, and sealed in covenant terms.  God call us to renew our place among God’s loyal people.”  During Advent, the class will study Handel’s Messiah Oratorio – the four Advent scriptural texts.  This class will include listening to a performance of the Messiah.  
Weekday Bible Study has begun!!

A wonderful group of people meet each week to study the Bible, support each other on journeys of faith and understanding, and have a good time!  All are welcome to join this group.  The regular meeting time is Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Currently, the group is studying the book: The Acts of the Apostles.  Please come and join us!
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FYI (From Your Interim)
This is my final article as your interim.  Pastor Bill and his family will be with you shortly, and it is time for me to go.

Many of you have asked what’s next for me.  The answer is, “Something different.”  Rather than taking another position as an interim, I have decided instead to receive further training as a chaplain.  Starting Monday, October 3, I will begin a year-long residency at the Iowa Health Services campus in Des Moines.  The campus includes three hospitals, Iowa Methodist, Iowa Lutheran, and the Blank Memorial Children’s Hospital.  These hospitals serve the central region of Iowa and receive trauma victims from the entire state.  The training program for chaplains is called Clinical Pastoral Education.  It includes small group learning with other residents, but most of the time is spent on the hospital floor.  We are supervised by certified chaplains in partnership with medical and support hospital staff.  My wife will continue to live and teach in Beloit.  At the end of the residency, I will be eligible to be certified as a chaplain.  Although I am not sure if this is the career I intend to pursue, I definitely feel called to become more involved in the pastoral care and counseling areas of ministry.  Clinical Pastoral Education is an excellent way in which to receive this expertise.
As I prepare to go, I want to say “thank you” for the kindness you have extended to me.  I appreciate so much your friendliness, your hospitality, the opportunities to visit with you, and to break bread together with you.  I am most thankful for the way in which you have allowed me to share with you the times of worship, joy, and sorrow.  I am enriched and sustained by these experiences.

I, also, wish to extend my thanks to staff of First Church:  Pastor Denise, Sue, Cindy, Denny, Margaret, Chris, Sandy, and Jeff.  Each are experts in their own field and love First Church.  They are committed to its continuing growth.  Truly, in no small part thanks to them, there wasn’t a day I didn’t look forward to coming into the office.

At the end of each service of worship, I use a commissioning and blessing that mean a great deal to me.  Some of you have expressed to me how much you also appreciate these words of scripture.  So, for the last time as your interim, I charge you …

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  Amen.

Pastor Kendell
Another World is Possible

You will be receiving the Neighbors in Need special mission offering envelope in your October Scoop.  Your generous gifts to NIN help provide salaries for Native American pastors.  We pray this day for the restoration of our UCC American Indian Christian church communities. 

Together we offer food, shelter, healthcare, education, and wellness--in Christ’s name--to our brothers and sisters in need.  We try to address the root causes of hunger, poverty, racism, violence, disease, and harm to the environment.  

Through your support, another world is possible. (Offerings may be returned through Oct. 31.)

Worldwide Communion

We’re privileged to share Holy Communion with Christians of all denominations throughout our world on October 1st and 2nd.   We remember Christ’s call to unity and his gift of one bread, one body for all.

Plan to be with us!

Sunday Morning Childcare Attendant Needed

We are looking for a person or persons who would be willing to do childcare during the 10:30 a.m. service the first and third Sundays of the month.  Childcare providers need to be 18 or over and be available from 10:15 to 11:45.  This is a paid position.  Please talk to a pastor or call the church office if you are interested.

                                                  3
Saturday Worship services 

Our 5:00 p.m. Saturday worship services continue through the months of October

and November.   We are thankful to have Laura Maenche playing organ for us at each

service.  

Women’s Guild

At the Women’s Guild Annual meeting in early September, we decided to start a new tradition to recognize various people in the church who have gone above and beyond the call of duty to help out in some way.  We are calling the recognition the “Unsung Hero/Heroine Award.”  Although it was hard to choose as there are many unsung heroes/heroines in our church, the Women’s Guild is pleased to announce the honorees for the first annual “Unsung Hero/Heroine Award”:  Rick Breininger, Doris Steuber, and Toddy Loether.  Each of them is receiving a Chamber gift certificate and certificate of appreciation.  Many thanks to Rick, Doris, and Toddy for all they have done (and continue to do) for our church!

Pastor Denise’s Page

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to welcome the many guests who attend our worship services and fellowship events, and to welcome those new members among us.  How wonderful that we are sharing our relationship with Jesus with our friends and neighbors, AND inviting them to be part of our fellowship.  With so many guests on Sundays, everyone is encouraged to spend time after worship greeting someone you do not know.  The ministry of hospitality is a very important one in the life of the church.

Sunday, October 2nd, is Pastor Kendell’s last day with us.  I have enjoyed working with him.  We pray for God’s blessings to be with him as he travels to the next point in his journey.  I hope that everyone will be able to attend the potluck Sunday after the second worship service.  Pastor Kendell’s family will be with us.

I will be attending two weeks of continuing education in October.  The College of Preachers is at the Washington Cathedral in Washington D.C.  I will be gone October 17th through October 29th.  The courses are with leading preachers - Marva Dawn will be focusing on preaching the trinity, especially the Holy Spirit; Herbert O’Driscoll will be focusing on the art of the homily, a briefer sermon.

It is with joy that we welcome Pastor Bill Kapp and his family.  Pastor Bill’s first day is October 18th.  Pastor Bill and I met and discussed the primary emphasis each of us will have, so we look forward to working together in this mutual ministry.

Even though we humans dislike change, and feel overwhelmed and unsettled when there is not an established routine, the Holy Spirit works in the change and chaos to help us become stronger disciples.  May God continue to stretch us and help us grow during this continued transition and in the coming days.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Denise

New Members

On Sunday, September 25th, the following people were welcomed as new members into our family at First UCC:

Katherine Wilson

    PO Box 11

    Sauk City, WI 53583

Brad, Laurie, and Dylan Palchik

   916 20th Street  #1

   Prairie du Sac, WI  53578

   370-2178

Ted & Kleo Harris

   S9324 Swiss Valley Road

   Prairie du Sac, WI 53578

   643-2442

Bob, Kari, and Kassia Marquardt

   619 Sycamore Street

   Sauk City, WI 53583

   644-1133

Sunday School News 
                            by Margaret McFarlane
I am pleased to announce our staff for 2005-2006:

Secretary/Treasurer:  Dawn Breunig and

       Andrea Porubsky

Choir Director:  Marcia Nachreiner

Pre-K:  Stacy and Daniele Hasheider, Dana Gee, Robin Franck, Amanda McFarlane, and Megan Young
 K & 1st:  Sharon Diehl, Heather Miller, Stephanie Alwin, and Jamie Barth

 2nd:  Kelli Straight, Sally Drew, and Jordan Straight
3rd & 4th:  Jeanann Breininger

5th & 6th:  Nadene Litscher and Tom Litscher

Grades 7-12:  Heidi Liverseed and Diane Matzke 

Adult Class and FiNKS:  Pastor Denise

We have 62 students registered.  I am anticipating a wonderful year of Christian education.

We welcome all returning students.  A special welcome to our new students: Dylan & Tanner Gee; Hudson Haas; Cheyenne Schuette; Macayla and Mariah Shaw; Brookelyn, Mickenzie, and Zachary Cruse; Mackenzie Curtis; and Jacob Kapp.

Plans are underway for our fall event.  
On Sunday, October 16th, at 1:30 p.m., we will meet at Green Thumb Farms on Hwy. 12.  We will enjoy a hayride out to the pumpkin field where each child can choose a small pumpkin.  Then we‘ll spend time at Pumpkin Land.  The cost is $3 per student.  Adults are free.

October 16 is Children’s Sunday at the 10:30 service.  There will be a children’s meditation and the children’s choir will perform.  The Sunday School staff will be commissioned.

Our Sunday School will be participating in the Trick or Treat for UNICEF project.  Collection boxes will be going home soon and are due back Nov. 13.

I have a desk in the library.  If you need to leave me a message, there is a notebook for your convenience.

Students in Grades 7th-12th  ......

We are in the process of forming a new youth group that meets one Sunday per month.  Please join us as we make our plans!  The class will meet on October 23 and November 6 from 9:10-10:10 a.m. in the Youth Room, 3rd floor.  Heidi Liverseed and Diane Matzke are leading this group.  If you have questions or suggestions, call Heidi at 643-6835.
Christian Craft Clutch

October’s Christian Craft Clutch will be Saturday, October 8, in the basement of the Education Building.  The time will be from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  This is a great time to get a head start or catch up on any craft you would like.  Hope to see you there!
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Each week:





  Bible Study – 


      Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. 


  FiNKS – Wed. at 7:00 p.m.


  First Choir – 


       Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.


  Prayer & Study Group – 


       Thursdays at 9:15 a.m. 








