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FYI (From Your Interim)
"I distrust those people who know so
well what God wants them to do because
I notice it always coincides with
their own desires."
. . . Susan B. Anthony
Usually at this time of year, I write a column about the return of students and teachers to school and the return of parishioners to the pews.  As one who enjoyed school and as a pastor I rejoice in both events.  However, instead of my traditional “Welcome Back” thoughts, I feel the need to step into an arena in which I’m not entirely comfortable:  the world of public opinion and politics.

Last month one denomination made headlines because they decided to sell their investments in Caterpillar because that company’s bulldozers were used to destroy Palestinian homes.  A popular televangelist was quoted as saying he advocates the assassination of a democratically elected leader of a South American country.  Our own United Church of Christ made headlines because of the resolution passed at the General Synod which advocates the legal recognition of same-sex marriages.  What happened to the good-old days when the business of the church was personal salvation? 

One answer is that the church has always been involved in the political issues of the day.  From the struggle for American independence, through pro-life and pro-choice issues of today, Christians have taken an active role.  Sometimes the church has gotten it right and sometimes, as history proves, sincere people of faith are wrong. 

With the passing of the years and experiencing a change of heart, mind, and soul on a number of issues, I am less and less confident in proclaiming, “This is God’s position on this political issue.”  What I am becoming more and more concerned about is how we—as people of faith—talk with one another about these issues.  Or, to put it another way, I cannot always claim that my position is “Christian,” but I can always deal with others in a Christian way.  I look at those who sat at table with Jesus and marvel at their diversity and his love and respect for each of them.  To do the same is my goal as I am sure it is for this church.

Oh, by the way, good luck students and teachers.  Welcome back vacationers.  I’ll see you in church.  Pastor Kendell.

Pastor Denise’s Page
Dear Friends,

The summer is ending, schools are starting, our places of labor are settling back into routines as the vacations are ending, and our church program “year” is gearing up.  Here at First United Church of Christ, we are experiencing the sorrow of saying farewell to Pastor Kendell, and are preparing to welcome Pastor Bill!  I have noticed how quiet the building is during the week, both day and evening, and on Sunday mornings.  The joy of the kids attending Pre-school is contagious, the activities of our own programs and the many scouting and other community meetings is inspiring, and the excitement for learning and sharing in Sunday School heightens our worship experience.  Please read the Scoop carefully for further information on the many opportunities available to grow in faith, to become better acquainted with fellow members, and to serve as Christ’s body.

It is good to be home after our vacations.  Thank you to all who have inquired about the Cole travels.  Brian and I celebrated our birthdays (50) with a few days in California, and then loaded the uh-haul and drove to New York with our daughter Jenifer.  It is hard to determine which day was the hotter and more humid, the day we loaded in Sauk City, or the day we unloaded in Ithaca.  She is settled in to her apartment and classes are going well.  Our daughter Elisabeth has begun her final year at the University of Colorado in the college of engineering.  Many of our kids are back at colleges and universities.  We wish them well and hold them in our prayers.  

Like our household, others to are experienc-ing changes within their homes and families.  These are poignant times, as we rejoice in milestones achieved, and yet are saddened by the losses those milestones create.  Through all of this our God is faithful and loving to us, sharing and understanding what we experience.  Before we feel the loss, He suffered the pains.  Before we know the joy, He was present.  May you all know the blessing of God’s presence in your joys and sorrows.

I look forward to seeing you in worship and our many activities.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Denise

Consistory Report
Consistory met on Thursday, August 18, with Evelyn Koenig, Rick Breininger, Daryl Matzke, Sue Barth, Pastor Kendell, 

Pastor Denise, Herman Tschudy, Jamie Wittwer, Pam Alwin, and Dianna Woerpel present.
Robin Meier was present to answer questions and explain the new format of our financial reports.  She will be working with Cindy Baker so Cindy can help do drafts of reports.

A reminder that the quarterly interest is due on the loan for the new organ.  Reminders will be given for members to complete 2005 pledge donations.  Special envelopes will be placed in the pew card holders for additional organ donations.  The budgeting process for 2006 will begin by October.  A letter to the congregation regarding the financial status will be sent out the first week in September.
A new Pastoral Development Subcommittee has been appointed to assist the Pastors with the transition during the start of Pastor Bill’s ministry. The following members were appointed:  Mike Boss, Pastoral/Parish Relations Committee; Pam Alwin, Consistory President; Herman Tschudy, Consistory Vice-President; and Jackie Sliter, member-at-large.
A Boy Scout Leaders group has requested the use of a room one night a month for their leaders’ meeting.

A farewell potluck will be planned for Pastor Kendell’s last Sunday on October 2nd following the 10:30 a.m. service.

Saturday Worship Resumes

The always inspirational and exciting Saturday worship services will begin

on Saturday, September 10, at 5:00 p.m.  Saturday services are similar to our Sunday services with singing, scripture, prayers, and a meditation.  They’re a bit more informal and feature laity involvement.  If you’d like to provide vocal or instrumental music, or be a reader for a Saturday service, you can sign up at the back of church or talk to a pastor.

Laura Maenche will be the organist for these services.  (Our Sunday schedule remains unchanged.)

A Good-Bye Potluck for Pastor Kendell
There will be a potluck for Pastor Kendell on Sunday, October 2nd, following the 10:30 a.m. service.  Please put this date on your calendar.  This will be a special time of sharing our thanks and best wishes with Pastor Kendell before he begins his next journey.
Greetings from Your Music Director!

                by Dennis Kahn

Greetings to ALL!
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all who contributed special music over the summer months.  While the choirs have enjoyed a few brief months off, the special music provided us another opportunity to praise God and enhance our worship services.  The following volunteers provided music and are to be thanked: Larry Johnson & Friends, Laura Maenche, Carrie Kolb, Merton VonWald, The Good News Trio, Kevin Larson, Stephanie Alwin, Larry Johnson, Art Zerler, and Vance & Colleen Anderson.  I would also like to thank Laura Maenche for filling in for me so Chris and I could travel to Oregon to visit relatives.

As many of you have noticed, we have a new addition to our sanctuary.  In June, we were able to purchase a grand piano.  The instru-ment is in very good condition and has a wonderful sound.  Through the generosity of Laura and Al Maenche, we were able to get a piano truck that makes the instrument movable.  The Baldwin Piano Company made the instrument in 1920.  It was previously owned by Leslie Satran Blaise.  She purchased it from a nightclub in northern Wisconsin.  I think it is in a much better place now!

Now that school is starting and September is around the corner, it is time to think about First Choir and Men of A Chord.  All are welcome to get involved!  First Choir will begin with the first rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 7th.  Men of A Chord will begin on Wednesday, October 5th.  Please try to find time in your schedules to be a part of music at First Church!

Sunday School News


by Margaret McFarlane

Sunday School starts September 11.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call me or the church office

by September 4 to register him/her.  We accept children 3 years old and older into our program.  Classes run from 9:10-10:10 a.m.

We hope to see you at the church picnic on September 18.  The Sunday School will provide fun for the kids.


The class for students in Grades 7-12 will start Sunday, September 25.
Students in Grades 7-12 …
Join us on Sunday, September 25, to help make plans for our new Sunday School class.  We will meet once per month at 9:10 a.m. in Room 303 (Youth Room).  Heidi Liverseed and Diane Matzke will look forward to seeing you!
ADULT CLASS ON SUNDAYS

Do you have kids in Sunday School?  Are you free on Sunday mornings from 9:10-10:10?  Do you have questions about God, Church, the Bible, faith?  Do you have understandings you want to share with others?  Do you just want to hang out with some great people for an hour?  If you can answer yes to any of these questions, then you are exactly the person we want to be part of the Adult Class on Sunday mornings.  The class will explore some the Bible’s great themes traced through Old and New Testaments.  The first study is seven sessions titled God is Faithful.  “At the heart of the Bible’s story is a relationship between God and people, sparked by God’s initiative, sustained by God’s promise, and sealed in covenant terms.  God call us to renew our place among God’s loyal people.”  During Advent, the class will study Handel’s Messiah Oratorio – the four Advent scriptural texts.  This class will include listening to a performance of the Messiah.  The class begins on Sunday, September 25.

Faith Inkubators, aka FiNKS, aka preparation for Confir-mation

FiNKS is for kids in seventh grade and older (yes, this includes high school students).  It is a two year program that has fun in building relationships with peers, adults, and the church.  These relationships are instrumental in faith growth (parents are deeply thanked for teaching and sharing faith as kids grow) and in the decision about entering into a covenant relationship with Christ and Christ’s body (that’s the CHURCH).  There will be an important meeting for parents and kids (second year kids, too!) on Wednesday, September 21, at 7 p.m.  Spread the word; bring your friends, and parents!!  See you there.

Weekday Bible Study to Begin!!

A wonderful group of people meet each week to study the Bible, support each other on journeys of faith and understanding, and have a good time!  All are welcome to join this group.  The regular meeting time is Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The first meeting of the year will be Tuesday, September 20.  Currently the group is studying the book: The Acts of the Apostles.  Please come and join us!

NEW MEMBERS RECEPTION

New members will be received on Sunday, September 25, at both the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services.  If you are interested in member-ship, please contact Pastor Denise or the church office.

Church Picnic—a Celebration

Our church picnic will be September 18 after the 10:30 service.  The picnic will be held in the church basement!


Menu: grilled pork chops & 


chicken, salads, baked beans, 


dessert, and beverages. 


Cost: $5 for adults, $3.00 for 

children 12 & under, $13.00 for a family of 4 or more.

There will be fun activities for the kids.  Please let us know if you are coming so we can plan—a couple years ago we ran out of food!  You may register by placing the enclosed form in the offering plate or returning it to the church office or by calling the church office.  Payment may accompany reservations or be made at the picnic.  Reservations are due by noon on Sept. 12th.  Please bring your own tableware.

Women’s Guild Annual Meeting
The Women’s Guild will hold their annual meeting on Thursday evening, Sept. 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary basement.  All women of the congregation are invited to this meeting which includes a short program and dessert.  Every woman who is a member of First Church is also a member of our Guild.  If you are interested in being an officer, please call Marcia Nachreiner at 643-3668.  Please put this important meeting on your calendar and plan to be with us.  Contact the church office if you’d like a ride.

Christian Craft Clutch

Saturday, September 10th, from 1-4 p.m. in the basement of the Education Building.  Here’s your opportunity to get a headstart on projects for the holidays!!  Hope to see you there.
TEEN MISSION TRIP TO MINNEAPOLIS

The kids were invited to write an article for Scoop reflecting on their experiences in Minneapolis.  Pastor Kendell, Pastor Denise, John Lendved, Chris Lendved and Krystal Carlson traveled to the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, where they stayed in the Ewald retreat center.  The program – Urban Immersion- assigned the areas of work to be done each day and lead educational and fun activities in the evenings.  Meals were provided at the center through well stocked shelves so that each could have breakfast and pack a bag lunch.  In the evening, the group ate at House of Charity with the people who live on the streets.

Reflections by Krystal Carlson

When people hear the word poverty – the idea is a bum, who won’t work and spends all its money on booze.  I know this because even the 20 students, that decided they wanted to help people in that situation, could come up with a list of more than 20 stereotypes.  The fact is, however, most of these were false!
We spent 4 days in Minneapolis.  The first night we learned some facts about poverty.  One of the biggest shocks to me was, for a single parent with 2 kids in the Twin Cities area, an income of $27 per hour is needed to afford the necessities.  I learned so many shocking things in just 2 hours.

The next morning we got up and spent the day at Hope Community.  This is where I found out that many people in poverty are families, with working parents that pay bills like everyone else.  The difference is at Hope Community the housing bills are lower and sometimes even decided on a certain percent of the income.  We did gardening, trash pick up, and cleaned up a playground.  

That night I realized exactly how helpful we were.  We played a poverty game and at the end the adults in “my family” were both working 2 jobs, and we still couldn’t afford healthcare or clothing.  Who would have time for anything else?

The next day we learned about people with a different problem – Refugees!  I could not imagine for one minute being afraid of living where I do, so afraid I have to leave the country.  Well, these people live with it everyday!  We made packets with laws and other facts about America and Minnesota.  That night and the following morning we talked about our experiences.

I learned so much in such a short time, but one thing stuck out in my mind.  One morning we worked at the Salvation Army shelter.  First, we served breakfast and everyone thanked us, which made me feel great.  But then we had to cut up vegetables for the people’s lunch and they were mostly rotten.  I would have thrown it all away.

So, my message I’m giving you is – even if you’re too busy to help or just don’t have the desire, do be grateful because you are lucky and remember when you’re having an awful day, someone else is having one 10 times worse! 

Thank you’s

From Verda McFarlane
Thank you to all who sent cards, called, and visited while I recuperated from surgery.  It all helped make my days of recovery easier.  Love you all!
From Janet Lange
Thank you to all the members of the church who prayed for me, sent cards, and came to visit me in the nursing home.  A special thank you to Pastor Kendell who came to visit me.

From Walter and Dorothy Wendt
Many thanks to everyone at First Church for our birthday cards, especially for Walter’s 90th, and our 62nd anniversary cards, along with telephone calls, visits, special gifts, thoughts, and prayers.  Each and all of these remembrances were gratefully received and will always be held close to our hearts.  With happiness in the Lord, you are the best!

From Stephanie Alwin
Thank you to everyone who helped to make it possible for me to go to camp, again, this year.  I had a great time during my week at Pilgrim Center.  I was able to experience sailing, canoeing, horseback riding, and many other fun things.  I, also, made new friends and met old ones from past years.  Again, thank you for your kind donations.  
I can’t wait until next year!

Sunday Morning Childcare—

Attendant Needed

We hope to offer childcare during the 10:30 service starting on September 11.  We would like to have one or more people take on this paid position.  Please talk to a pastor 

or the church office.  Would you be 

willing to do this every Sunday or once-a-month or in rotation with others?  This is a 

valuable service that benefits all worshippers by keeping our youngest ones happy and safe in their own room.  Childcare providers need to be 18 or over, and to be available from 10:15 to 11:45 each Sunday.

Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available to:

--church picnic
--hospital and Maplewood visits

--worship services
--dentist, doctor, optometrist


--Women’s Guild meeting
--bank, errands


Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719 or the church office 643-8387 to arrange for a ride.

Dear God:
I didn’t think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday night.  That was really cool!

Thomas
“When Kids Address The Man Upstairs”
The Saturday Evening Post
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    RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

September
 4
Holy Communion Sunday

 7
First Choir – 7 p.m.

 8
Women’s Guild Annual Meeting – 6:30 p.m.
10
Christian Craft Clutch – 1-4 p.m.
First fall Saturday Worship Service – 5 p.m.
11
Sunday School for children age 3-6th grades resumes – 9:10 a.m. 

15
Consistory – 6:30 p.m.
18
Church picnic – Noon

20
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9-10:30 a.m.

21
Faith Inkubators – 7:00 p.m.
25
New Members Reception – at both services

Grades 7-12 Sunday School – 9:10 a.m.


Adult Sunday School – 9:10 a.m.
29
Maplewood Service: Pastor Kendell Officiating -

12:30 p.m.  (please note change of time of service)
Saturday worship:
5:00 p.m.  (starts September 10)
Sunday worship:

8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School:

9:10-10:10 a.m. for ages 3 to adult
Memorials report

          Radio Ministry


July 2005
A memorial was made in honor of Edsel and Caroline Steuber’s 50th wedding anniver-sary.

Memorial gifts can be made at any time in honor or memory of a special person or event.
We thank the sponsors of the August radio broadcasts of our 8:00AM Sunday worship:


Sandy Cleveland

John & Leanna Steuber and
     
    Tom & Joan Kaul

Donna & Art Seitz
          Jim McFarlane

          Helen King







H
We thank the July sponsors of the

In our church family

Anniversaries
September Birthdays 

Tom and Peggy Alt, 40 years on Sept. 4
Wilbert Reuter
 2

Thonetta and Ivan Hehenberger, 57 years on Sept. 17
Cleo Schaeffer
 4

Dorothy and Duane Kundert, 56 years on Sept. 24
Evelyn Adams
 7





Waunita Fradette
 9 Eileen Williams
 9





John Boehmer
10

(We print first anniversaries, all ending in 5 or 0, and
Roland Krenz
18
  all over 50 years.  Birthdays are those 70 and older.
Thonetta Hehenberger
19
  Let us know if we miss yours.)


Gwen Walker
19




Alice Wittwer
21
     



Bill Fuchs
22


         



Ivan Hehenberger
25

  Greetings to all those celebrating     
Harland Hartmann
28

        birthdays and anniversaries              
Katie Smith
30

                    in September!     

Ushers

8:00             September             10:30                          8:00              October             10:30_

Diane & Daryl 
The Liverseed
Debbie & Herman
Jan Van Keuren

  Matzke
   Family
     Tschudy
Brian Cole

Lynn & Tim
Larry & Nettie
Barb Brock
Diane & Dick

  Luchsinger

 Gander
Liz Bongard
   Bensenberg

                Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

                                                     (signup sheet is on table in narthex)
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      EVERY WEEK





          First Choir:


     7 p.m. Wednesdays


       Prayer & Study:


     9:15 a.m. Thursdays








