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Pastor Denise’s Page
Dear Friends,

What is the difference between a visitor and guest?

Our use of the words reveals something about our attitudes and our behavior.  When someone you do not know comes to your door, are they a guest or a visitor?  Do you open the door wide and greet them warmly, or just stand at the door and converse with them?  Is it because they are unknown and unexpected?  What is it like when you have guests come to your home?  Do you clean and cook ahead of time?  Are you on the look out for their arrival?  When they come to the door, do you rush to open it, greeting them warmly with hugs and hand shakes?  Are you attentive to their needs, helping them to be comfortable, letting them sit in your favorite chair without comment, inquiring of them and listening to their response?

What is the difference between a visitor and a guest?

About two years ago the worship registry tablets were printed changing the word visitor to guest.  The hope was that our guests on Sunday mornings would feel more welcome, and that we might start to think of 
those we do not know in a different light.  Yet it will take more than just changing a word on a piece of paper for those who are not members to feel truly welcome in worshipping with us.  There are many reasons why we treat people we do not know as if they are visitors, perhaps you can think of a few?  Perhaps it will help us if we let go of thinking of First United Church of Christ as our church, and begin to think of it as God’s church.  All who come into God’s church to worship, especially those we might not recognize, are known to God, loved by God, and welcomed by God.  As disciples of Christ we are asked to serve by extending God’s welcome.  Can you step past the reasons you came up with, and begin to treat others as welcome and looked for guests on Sunday mornings?  I hope that we all can, relying on the courage and graciousness given to us by the Holy Spirit when we step forward to serve Christ.
Yours in Christ,

           Pastor Denise

Pastor Denise’s Vacation
Pastor Denise will be on vacation August 2-7 and August 9-17.  Pastor Denise and Brian will be in California for the first few days.  Then they will be moving their daughter, Jenifer, to Ithaca, New York, where she will attend graduate school at Cornell University.
FYI (From Your Interim) 


It has been a pretty good summer.  You have called a new pastor.  Vacations have been taken or are being planned and anticipated.  We always miss seeing some of you in worship, but we understand about vacation schedules and wanting to take opportunities to do something special with your families.  My wife and I did the same thing.  We spent a week in Monterey, California, learning about the author, John Steinbeck; sampling the local wineries; and seeing the unique flora and fauna.  As a bonus, we spent some time with our son in Minneapolis.  We, also, saw my sister and her husband who came to Wisconsin to visit with our Mom.  They are great travelers.  My sister’s current goal is to see all fifty states (all they have left is North Dakota).  Her next plan is to visit all the presidential libraries.  I think that is kind of an interesting objective.
Where would you like to go?  Some of you have a list of places you have always wanted to see, or favorite destinations you would like to revisit.  Others can’t imagine any place more comfortable or lovely than your own home, community, or state.  You agree with that great philosopher, Dorothy of Kansas, “There’s no place like home.”

But have you thought lately about where you would like the church to go?  Maybe you would like to see it try new things in the area of youth ministry.  Or perhaps you would like to explore alternative forms of worship.  It could be, perhaps, you just want the church to do what it’s always done.  Whatever the destination, it will call for planning and commitment on your part.  Maps have to be checked, resources set aside, reservations made, and calendars checked and cleared.  Compromise is also necessary.  Just like in the family where not everyone wants to do the same thing or have the same interests, so it is with the church.  You may have to be willing to set your plans to one side for awhile to meet the other person’s needs.
Someone once said, “If you don’t know where you are going, then any road will get you there.”  I say, God bless diversity.  God bless the multitude of places where the church can go and where it is needed.  Please plan on being part of the trip.  And always, always take the Jesus Way.

See you in church when you get back from vacation.   Pastor Kendell

From Pastor Bill and His Family

Dear Friends: 
We are so excited – and we just can’t hide it!  Thank you for showing us such a warm welcome.  We are looking forward to getting to know you and your families when we moo-ve to town in October.  

Best wishes for a great summer!

Bill, Jody, Ben, and Jacob

Consistory Report
Consistory met on Thursday, July 21, with Pam Alwin, Evelyn Koenig, Jamie Wittwer, Pastor Kendell, Pastor Denise, Herman Tschudy, Shawn Liverseed, Daryl Matzke, Dianna Woerpel, and Rick Breininger present.
Pastor Kendell and his wife had a great Elder Hostel experience in Monterey, CA.  He congratulated our congregation on selecting Pastor Bill Kapp and indicated that he will be looking for a new interim position and leaving shortly before Pastor Bill begins his service here.  

Pastor Denise will be visiting California and Colorado in August as Brian and she visit their daughter, Elisabeth, and other family members and as they help move their daughter, Jenifer, to school in Ithaca, New York.  Pastor Denise has been awarded a grant from the Conference to go towards continuing education.  She’ll be attending back-to-back classes the weeks of October 17th and 24th.
The Maintenance Committee is looking into updating the balcony railing by adding glass to meet safety codes.  They will also be considering air conditioning for the Senior Pastor’s Office.

Chris Garcia has agreed to be Head Custodian and will oversee routine maintenance and custodial staff.

The Consistory will begin working on job descriptions for support and program staff for our church, and committees will begin reviewing our church’s Constitution for any possible needed revisions regarding committee descriptions, duties, and terms.

Bill Wenzel sent a letter and addressed the Consistory with his concerns regarding the UCC General Synod’s resolution on “Equal Marriage Rights for All.”  Rev. David S. Moyer, our Conference Minister, also sent a letter to Wisconsin congregations sharing that the purpose of a General Synod resolution is to offer a first word in conversation, not the last word.  (This letter is on file in the church office.)  Our church will begin serious, respectful, and prayerful discussions at some time in the future after our new Senior Pastor arrives.

Special Congregational Meeting
A special meeting of the Congregation of First United Church of Christ was held on Sunday, July 10, 2005, at 10:20 a.m. for the purpose of voting and issuing a Call to Pastor William (Bill) Kapp.  Pastor Kapp preached at the Sunday morning service.  131 mem-bers of the congregation were present. After questions and discussion, a ballot vote elected Pastor Kapp as our Senior Pastor.  Pastor Kapp introduced his wife, Jodi, and his two sons, Jacob and Benjamin.  Pastor Kapp and his family will be moving to the Sauk Prairie area, purchasing a home here, and will start his ministry here in October.  A special thanks to the Search Committee for their time, efforts, and faith in seeking a Pastor, and a special welcome to Pastor Bill and his family as we start a new chapter in the life of 1st UCC.
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        Each week:
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Consistory






Prayer & Study Group
   25

Maplewood Church Service:



9:15 a.m. on Thursdays


Pastor Denise Officiating
Pastor Kendell Nordstrom - office hours:  Wednesday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon 

                                                      and by appointment


office phone: 643-8387 
cell phone:  608-290-1434    email: kendell@ucc-saukcity.org
Pastor Denise Cole – office hours: Mon & Wed – 10-1, Tues 10-noon, Thurs works at home,     

                                                      and by appointment 

  office phone: 643-8387     home phone: 643-0279     email: denise_cole@ucc-saukcity.org   

Cindy Baker, church office manager – office open: Monday-Friday, 9:00AM-noon

office phone: 643-8387       email: office@ucc-saukcity.org
Sunday worship:  8:00 a.m. (broadcast over WRPQ AM740) and 10:30 a.m.

Memorials Report
Radio Broadcasts
July 2005
We thank the July sponsors of the 
Memorials in loving memory of Margaret
broadcasts of our 8:00 a.m. Sunday 

Harris.


worship:



  Lucinda Gruber









Randy and Barb Kuhnau









Maxine Cairns










Children of Alan Von Behren, Sr.










Sandy Cleveland

In our church family
Anniversaries
Birthdays 
          August 

Edsel and Caroline Steuber, 50 years on August 5
Walter Wendt
 1

Merton and Anna Zick, 69 years on August 16

Lowell Grass
 1

Tom and Dawn Schroeder, 20 years on August 20
Al Maenche
 2

Barb and Paul Meyer, 50 years on August 20
Edsel Steuber
11

Verlyn and Hazel Boettcher, 58 years on August 28

Dick Bensenberg
12





Mildred Steckelberg
16

Greetings to all those celebrating birthdays and

Evelyn Koenig
19

anniversaries in August!

Doris Steuber
19

(Please let the church office know if we miss yours.)
Verlyn Boettcher
19

   



Ella Chitek


24




Bill Roth
27



Gordon Hartmann
28




Florence Powers

31

Ushers

8:00                 August             10:30                               8:00              September               10:30_

Steffen family
Irene Waffenschmidt
Diane & Daryl

The Liverseed
Shirley & Duane

Evie Accola
  Matzke

  Family
  Soelle

Verna & Bill Wenzel
Lynn & Tim

Larry & Nettie



  Luchsinger

  Gander

Sign up to greet!  We like to have two people or couples at each service.

(Signup sheet is on table in narthex)

Sunday School News

               by Margaret McFarlane
**   Sunday School starts September 11th.  If your child will be coming for the first time this fall, please call the church office at 643-8387.
**   The Sunday School extends a heartfelt thanks to all those who made our July 15th-16th Brat Stand a success!  Thank you to our volunteers who worked shifts, and thanks to the many church members who came and purchased food.  Our profit was $1,030.34

**   If you’d like to be a teacher or substitute for our Christian Education program, we’d love to have you!   Call Margaret at 643-6327.

Thank You’s
From Gwen Walker
Thank you to Pastor Kendell and others for their visits at the hospital after my surgery.  Also, a big thank you for all the prayers and calls.  A special thank you to Esta Eschen-bauch for her wonderful help during all of my recovery.  All was appreciated!

From After Six
Thank you so much for hosting our afternoon of praise music.  Your continued support of our ministry means so much to us.

From Patrick (Pitter) Nelson
Thank you for everything.  Thank you for paying each year so I can go to camp.  It really helps!

From Justin (JJ) Nelson

Thank you for giving me another opportu-nity for going to church camp.  I had the best time at church camp.  I really want to go back next year.  I made a bunch of new friends, and I even saw old friends.  Thank you, again!

From Sandy Nelson

Thank you so very much for everything.  The boys can’t wait until next year!  They make so many new friends.  It really makes a great impact for them.  And when we walk into camp, everyone runs to the boys with hugs and tears every year.  Thank you!  (
From the Program Committee
Thanks to Ruth Corrao, Dick Lange, Gerry Lange, Evie Accola, Esta Eschenbauch, Ruby McFarland, Pastor Denise & Brian, John & Samantha Bowman, Haley Lange, Lucinda Gruber, and Jamie Wittwer for helping with the Ice Cream Social.  Thanks to Mike Boss for making the barbeques and to all that baked pies.  Thanks to all that came to the Ice Cream Social and Mission Fair on such a hot day!
From Pastor Denise
Thanks to everyone who helped with the Ice Cream Social and the Mission Fair.  The food was tasty, and the fellowship delightful!
……………….
Thank-You’s  (continued)
From Margaret and Jamie Wittwer; Brothers Warren, Ernie, and Frank; and their wives and families
We cannot express in words alone – your warm, caring, prayerful support – as Cliff now has gone from us!

We appreciate each card, memorials, flowers, and food brought in.

We thank warmly Pastor Denise for the beautiful tribute to Cliff’s life and special prayer; to Pastor Penny for reading Scriptures and poetry; to Tom and Kristy Litscher for their special music, songs, and reading; to Doris and staff for preparing and serving a lovely, delicious luncheon; to Pastor Kendell for visits to Clifford; and to the Sunday School class who made and wrote beautiful get-well cards for Clifford.  He was so pleased and enjoyed those special cards!

A touching moment at Garden Bluff Cemetery was when Commander Bill Wenzel presented the beautiful Stars & Stripes flag in honor of Cliff’s service in the U.S. Army.  We thank Bill and the American Legion.

All your kindnesses toward us are so greatly appreciated.  We will never forget to pray for you and ask God’s Blessings on all of you.

Thank-you!
A big thank-you to Doris Steuber and her daughter, Kleo Harris, for cleaning the kitchen ovens!
Would you like a ride?
Care Driver rides are available to: worship services and church events.  Also to dentist, doctor, optometrist appointments; hospital, assisted living, and Maplewood visits, other local errands.

Call Kelli Straight, 643-3719 or the church office 643-8387 to arrange for a ride.

Lost Watch

A watch was found in the entryway of the Education Building.  If it is yours, please call the office at 643-8387 or stop by.


Lunches for those 60+
Wisconsin residents who are 60 or older and spouse may participate in the school lunch program at any Sauk Prairie School.  The cost of the lunch is $1.50.  Participants should call the appropriate school before 9:00 a.m. on the day they wish to eat.

“Measure wealth not by the things you have, but by the things you have for which you would not take money.”
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